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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Hope is on the horizon in 
Le Roy.

Back in January of 2026, 
the Hope Center of Le Roy 
made the move to purchase 
a much larger location at 54-
56 Main Street with plans to 
expand its existing programs 
and even add on new ones.

Now, months of work 
within the new space is close 
to an end, with Hope Center 
Director Gina Lathan pro-
jecting a grand opening for 
the � rst weekend of October.

The new space is set to 
feature a number of tutoring 
rooms, a conference room, a 
fully equipped kitchen that 
can be utilized for cooking 
classes and the Hope Cen-
ter’s Senior Moments Re-
spite Program, and a larger 
side room that will serve as 
both the host to a number of 
the organization’s other pro-
grams as well as a rentable 
event space available to the 
public.

� is new location and the 
additions within will help 

with the organization’s main 
goal of being able to build up 
its core programs, such as the 
aforementioned tutoring.

“At our old space we could 
only have like three students 
at a time, maybe four, includ-
ing some in the hallway. But 
here, we’ll be able to tutor like 
15 students at a time,” Lathan 
said. “� e dream would be to 
have a calendar where there’s 
something going on here 
every single day, where our 
previous space really wasn’t 
conducive for that.”

Originally, Lathan had 
planned to open the new 
space to the public some-
time during Oatka Festival 
weekend in July, however a 
few hiccups and delays made 
that � rst date unobtainable.

Some of those issues in-
cluded losing the original 
electrician the organization 
hired to rewire and update 
the electrical of the new 
space, and the search to � nd 
a replacement pushed back 
the timeline on getting the 
necessary inspections done.

By BEN BEAGLE
ben@batavianews.com

A California man was 
killed late last Friday night 
in a three-vehicle crash on 
the Thruway near Le Roy, 
reports State Police.

A preliminary investi-
gation indicated a pick-up 
truck operated by Josias Pe-
rez, 26, of Caruthers, Calif., 
was traveling westbound 
in the eastbound lanes of 
the Thruway just before 
11 p.m. when it collided 
with an SUV. A tractor-trail-
er was also involved in the 
crash, police said.

The SUV driver, identi-

fied as Katie L. Briggs, 44, 
of Canandaigua, was trans-
ported to Strong Memorial 
Hospital in Rochester with 
internal injuries.

The two occupants of the 
tractor-trailer were not in-
jured.

The Le Roy Fire Depart-

ment, in a Facebook post, 
said one vehicle was on 
fire and the driver trapped 
when firefighters reached 
the scene at 10:51 p.m. The 
fire was quickly controlled 
and the driver extricated, 
the post said.

The post did not identify 
which vehicle was on fire.

The crash occurred near 
mile marker 379.7 in the 
town of Le Roy. State Police 
responded at 10:48 p.m.

Thruway Exit 47 for 
Le Roy is at mile marker 
378.56, according to the 
Thruway Authority web-
site.

The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

The State Police Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation in 
Troop A and the Collision 
Reconstruction Unit are 
assisting with the investi-
gation.

The eastbound lanes of 
the Thruway were closed 
temporarily for crash re-
construction.

Le Roy Ambulance ser-
vice and Mercy EMS pro-
vided medical services on 
scene. Mutual aid was re-
quested from Bergen Fire 
Department and Pavilion 
Fire Department.

California Man Killed in Wrong-Way 
Thruway Crash Near Le Roy

‘Sneak Peak’ 
Into New Hope 
Center Location

Organization moves 
forward with construction, 

eyeing grand opening in 
early October
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The Hope Center will be installing a fully equipped 
teaching kitchen within this space.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

”Growing the game is by far 
the most important thing to 
me.”

� at’s what Francesca Full-
er, a Le Roy native and Notre 
Dame High School graduate, 
had to say after recently re-
ceiving the Rochester District 
Golf Association (RDGA) 
Leading � e Way Award.

Fuller has been serving 
in the role of President at the 
Women’s RDGA for seven 
years now, and has spent that 
time working to make the 
game a more inclusive space 
for female athletes.

Golf often carries the ste-
reotype of being more of a 
“men’s” sport, however Full-
er’s main mission has been to 
break down that wall and en-
courage women to give it a try.

One of those ways Fuller 
has encouraged local wom-
en to get involved is through 
“Nine and Dines,” local events 
where women and their part-
ners can come and do a fun 
couple’s night at local golf 
courses.

“(Through the Nine and 
Dives) it was a little bit eas-
ier and more favorable to 
get people to think that golf-
ing was for women also and 
hopefully to stick with it,” Full-
er said.

Some female participants 
were happy with just doing 
these Nine and Dives, how-
ever others ended up � nding 
a competitive edge that led 
them to coming to the course 
on their own, and even enter-
ing tournaments.

“It was nice to see some of 
the people stick with it,” Fuller 
said.

Fuller has also helped ad-
vocate that local golf courses, 
such as the ones in Le Roy, 
Sta� ord and Batavia, provide 
tees that are more tailored for 
women golfers.

“I’ve also worked hard to 
make golf fair and equitable 
by encouraging courses to 
build tees and put in more tee 
boxes for women, because 
a lot of the clubs, as you can 
imagine, were initially built 
for men,” Fuller said.

“A lot of our local clubs in 
the greater Rochester area, 
not just the GLOW region, 
are 100-plus years old, and 
the original designs were de-
signed for men. � ey sort of 
stuck the women on senior 
tees and playing on just way 
too long of tees for what the 

average woman can hit the 
ball. So, I really have worked 
in the last decade or 15 years 
even to advocate that clubs 
put in more tee boxes and 
play it forward. And I think 
that’s made a big di� erence 
in people’s enjoyment of the 
game.”

Outside of ways she has 
made the game more ap-
pealing to women through 
improvements to courses and 
hosting events, one of the big-
gest selling points Fuller uses 
to get more women involved 
in golf is the social aspect.

“We have a lot of younger 
moms that are doing Wednes-
day night leagues, and they 
don’t even really keep score 
and they’re not necessarily 
even playing all nine holes, 
but they’re getting out and 
getting a night away from the 
kids and sort of taking a break 
and getting together with oth-
er women and chit chatting 
while you golf and learning as 
you go,” Fuller said.

Another big draw is that 
unlike other women’s sports 
like volleyball, golf is some-
thing that people can keep 
doing to stay active as they 
continue to get older.

“You don’t typically see 
a lot of 50-year-old lacrosse 
leagues for women or 50-year-
old volleyball leagues,” Fuller 
said. “Not that there’s not, but 
you typically age out of those 

types of sports. So, there’s a lit-
tle bit of a gain as people wind 
down from their mom era to 
pick up a low impact hobby.”

Her and the WRDGA’s 
work to help improve the 
game of golf for female ath-
letes isn’t limited to adults 
either.

Most high schools in the 
Rochester area do not have 
a girls golf team. In fact, in all 
of Section V, only 14 of the 127 
member schools have a girls 
golf team, none of which are 
in the GLOW region.

To help combat this, the 
WRDGA has been offering 
opportunities for girls of 
younger ages to come out and 
learn the game, something 
that they otherwise wouldn’t 
get at their home school dis-
tricts.

“The RDGA has a real-
ly great youth program that 
meets on Sundays and pro-
motes young kids, like 5-18, 
to get out and golf. And I think 
that we’re seeing more people 
stick with it from, from grow-
ing the game from their par-
ents and the RDGA, which is 
wonderful,” Fuller said.

� e focus on youth oppor-
tunities comes with a special 
emphasis for Fuller, having a 
three-year-old daughter her-
self.

“I want to make sure that 
the game is protected local-
ly for her to excel at it,” Fuller 

said. “Hopefully, in the next 
few years, she would be able 
to do some of the junior golf 
events and making sure that 
there’s a place for her that fair 
and equitable and protecting 
the game.”

All this work Fuller has 
done to get more women on 
the golf course has given her a 
special reputation among her 
friends and colleagues.

“My best friend actually 
said that I’m like a pyramid 
scheme of getting women’s 
golf together, because I got 
her into golf and then she got 
two of her friends into golf 
who just recently talked two 
of their friends into golf. So, it 
has had a trickledown e� ect 
which is obviously exactly 
what we want to see,” Fuller 
said.

That reputation helped 
lead to her receiving the 
Leading The Way Award by 
the RDGA, which was given 
out during the association’s 
Women’s Open at the Monroe 
Golf Club on August 24.

During the ceremony, the 
names of other women who 
won the award in the past and 
helped move the game for-
ward were read o� , and Fuller 
found it to be an extra special 
honor to be in the same con-
versation as these people.

“I did know about it and 
was incredibly honored that 
they chose me,” Fuller said. 
“When I found out I got this 
award, I was very happy to see 
that I was going to be some-
body that was thought of that 
made a change and that my 
e� orts were noticed.”

Now looking ahead, the 
overwhelming support her 
and her ideas have received 
from her peers has made her 
time working with the WRD-
GA very rewarding and en-
courages her to continue her 
work on into the future.

“I think that the main rea-
son that I’ve stayed this long is 
I’ve implemented quite a few 
changes and ideas that have 
worked well and are pretty 
well received and have had a 
lot of great support from my 
committee,” Fuller said.

“Mostly, I’m just very pas-
sionate about women’s golf 
and maintaining its integ-
rity and future. I think that 
we’ve done a lot of really great 
things with that and I’m hap-
py to continue making sure 
those changes happen and 
stay in place.”

Le Roy Native is ‘Leading the Way’ 
For Women’s Golf

Francesca Fuller given prestigious award by RDGA

PROVIDED PHOTO
Francesca Fuller after receiving the Rochester District 
Golf Association (RDGA) Leading The Way Award on 
August 24.
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Looking
Back

with Lynne

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Education has always 
been a priority in Le Roy.

The village and the Town 
in the early 1800’s had 
small schools for young 
students. These “one room” 
schools provided basic ed-
ucation – reading, writing, 
and arithmetic.

Education was also 
provided in “the Round 
House,”, the former Mason-
ic Temple building on West 
Main Street. Some of the 
older Le Roy family boys at-
tended school at the Round 
House.

By the 1860s there was 
an interest in providing a 
broader educational op-
portunity for students. In 
late 1863, the Le Roy Aca-
demic Institute was grant-
ed its charter, and the first 
term in instruction began 
on January 5, 1864.

The school was located 
in a large home on West 
Main Street, now the Amer-
ican Legion building. It was 
both a boarding school and 
a day school for both boys 
and girls. “The school com-
menced with a full corps of 
professional teachers and 
about one hundred pupils 
. . . soon doubling atten-
dance and requiring ample 
accommodations.”

In 1865, Samuel Cox, 
the Chancellor of Ingham 
University, sold his home 
(Le Roy House) to The Le 
Roy Academic Institute 

and almost immediately 
Duncan McPherson be-
gan construction of a large 
wooden school building. 
The school could accom-
modate 250 pupils.

The first catalogue in-
cluded a description of 
the Boarding House: “The 
mansion on the same 
premises with the Acade-
my, formerly occupied by 
the Rev. Dr. Cox, has been 
fitted up and furnished 
for the accommodation of 
boarding pupils.”

The boarding pupils 
were under care of a “com-
petent and experienced 
Matron and Mr. Russell. 
. . . Only members of the 
school are admitted into 
the family as boarders and 
they enjoy, under proper 
and needful regulations, 
everything which can min-
ister to their comfort or 
facilitate their improve-
ment.”

The pupils ranged in 
age from 8 to 25 and were 
divided into four grades. 
Courses included “English 
language, and literature, 
mathematics, natural and 
mental sciences, Latin and 
Greek, French and Ger-
man, also drawing, and vo-
cal and instrumental mu-
sic. The discipline is strict, 
though the end in view is to 
teach the pupils self-gov-
ernment. The Principal 
Mr. E. H. Russell has been 
in the school from its com-
mencement, with a brief 
interval of absence, and 
had the assistance of five 
experienced teachers.”

John B. Olmsted, who 
was born in Le Roy in 1854, 
later in life, wrote about his 
boyhood days in Le Roy. 
These reminisces were 
published in the Le Roy Ga-
zette in 1935:

“I suppose that the most 
interesting portion of the 
story of a man’s boyhood 
is that of his education . 
. . . In the year 1863, there 
was established in Le Roy 
a new school under the 
imposing title of ‘The Le 
Roy Academic Institute.’ 
It was, in some respects, a 
remarkable school made so 
by the genius for teaching 
of E. Harlow Russell who 
was for over ten years the 
principal. I have known 
many teachers in my time, 
but never one who came so 
near the ideal which Gar-

field had in mind when he 
defined a college as a ‘log 
of wood with Mark Hopkins 
at one end and a boy at the 
other.’ Mr. Russell came out 
to Le Roy from Massachu-
setts in the early enthusi-
asm of his love for teach-
ing. He brought a number 
of new-fangled ideas into 
the benighted town. He 
used crayons instead of 
chalk, had a feather dust-
er to dust off the seats and 
desks, three sharpened 
pencils in your pocket . . . 
and beyond all these insig-
nificant details, he brought 
the notion that going to 
school was something of a 
pleasure instead of a pen-
ance. It was the kindergar-
ten idea, long before the 
word ‘kindergarten’ had 
been heard outside of Bos-
ton. Reading, writing and 
arithmetic with some little 
geography, had been our 
curriculum; we now began 
to study literature, though 
he called it simply En-
glish grammar. We took up 
drawing and singing, to the 
great disgust of some of the 
more old-fashioned of the 
Board of Trustees, and last 
of all we studied elocution, 
usually a sounding phrase 
in school catalogues, but 
in Mr. Russell’s case it re-
ally meant something, for 
he was the best teacher of 
elocution that I have ever 
known. His class was not 
only a training in public 
reading and speaking, but 
also a thorough lesson in 
English literature. He was 
devoted to Shakespeare, 
Milton and the Bible, al-
though he was commonly 
accounted an infidel by the 
townsfolk, because he did 
not go to church . . .We be-
gan to have lectures on var-
ious topics by the teachers 
in charge of the school and 
again Mr. Russell was crit-
icized for wasting the time 
of scholars which ought to 
be spent in reciting. These 
talks were on all sorts of 
subjects, and they awak-
ened new interest in our 
young minds . . . .The most 
radical change however, 
which Mr. Russell intro-
duced was in the matter of 
discipline. Instead of treat-
ing his scholars as natural 
cheats and liars, he began 
a system of self-govern-
ment, and before he left the 
school it was running on a 
principle that I have nev-
er seen inaugurated any-
where else. Order was kept 
in the school room entirely 
by the scholars themselves. 
He succeeded in impress-
ing the students with the 

idea that they ought to be 
as much interested in their 
work as the teachers who 
were over them and that 
any breach of order which 
broke up the study peri-
od was as much a loss to 
the student as it was to the 
teacher. The study room 
which was large and con-
tained as many as seven-
ty-five or a hundred pupils, 
was often left without any 
teacher at all in control. 
If during the absence of 
the teacher some unruly 
scholar broke a rule, he 
was promptly called to ac-
count by some member of 
the school, who believed 
that decorum was better 
than disorder. This was the 
acme of school discipline, 
but I am bound to say that 
it was not always wholly 
successful, for there exist-
ed (as there always exists 
in any body of men young 
or old) a disposition not 
to criticize each other . . . 
I remember particularly 
well the matter of the in-
troduction of singing into 
the school, I have cause 
long to remember it. It did 
not meet with any approv-
al. The rule was laid down 
that everyone must sing. 
I had then been in school 
three or four years and was 
looked upon as one of the 
older pupils whose exam-
ple might have much to do 
with the rest. Mr. Russell 
and myself were on very 
good terms and my fa-
ther was a Trustee and an 
officer of the school. On 
the morning after the rule 
was promulgated, I held 
my peace. Nothing was 
said. The next day I did the 
same. Mr. Russell rapped 
on the desk and stopped 
the exercise. He asked if I 
intended to sine. I said ‘No.’ 
Then said he, ‘You will have 
to leave school.’ I gathered 
up my books and went out 
amid considerable sup-
pressed excitement. I went 
home and stayed out of 
school for two days. My fa-
ther and mother offered no 
suggestion. It was my prob-
lem and was left to work it 
out myself. It was in the fall. 
I went after hickory nuts 
and spent the afternoon in 
the top of a tree thrashing 
off the nuts and consider-
ing the matter. I came to the 
end of my thinking and of 
the hickory nuts at about 
the same time. That night 
I went down to see Mr. 
Russell and told him I had 
made up my mind to come 
back to school and sing. 
The next morning, I ap-
peared. I have performed 

some disagreeable tasks in 
my life, but I never found 
one that required the reso-
lution which I had to sum-
mon to face that school and 
lift up my voice in song. 
Then first I realized ‘That 
this world was not made for 
me.’ That general laws re-
quired general obedience 
and that the first lesson to 
be learned in a democracy 
is that you are probably no 
exception to the ordinary 
run of folks. Since that day 
I have not had much pa-
tience with special privi-
lege.”

Students and some of 
the faculty boarded at the 
house. Professor Russell 
lived with his wife in the 
first room to the left as 
you enter the front door. 
Their room was connect-
ed to the second floor by 
a circular staircase to the 
room above. (A portion of 
the staircase can be seen 
through a hatch door in 
the vaultroom on the west 
side of the house. The Rus-
sells lived in the house for 
nearly 10 years and two of 
their children were born 
there. Hattie Brown lived 
in the Boarding House in 
1867 with 17 other students 
and three teachers. She re-
membered that the back 
parlor had been divided 
into two bedrooms (In 
1940, there were still two 
doors into the back par-
lor.) “ Miss Carpenter had 
one. She was very intelli-
gent woman and a Baptist. I 
used to watch her in church 
and I tried very hard to 
hold my head sideways as 
she did, I thought erudite. 
Miss Marsh had the other 
room – she was the most 
cultivated and aristocrat-
ic product of new England 
we crude youngsters had 
ever seen and her elimi-
nated r’s were a source of 
great merriment to some 
of us . Looking backward 
I think of her as one of the 
most charming women in 
my memory book.” Miss 
March was a music teach-
er and taught piano and 
drawing. Hattie Brown’s 
roommate was Miss Har-
mon who Hattie describes 
as one of the ringleaders in 
much of the fun and esca-
pades that occurred in the 
boarding house. “Room-
ing next to me was a girl 
from Batavia, another from 
Delaware or Ohio. Among 
those rooming near me 
was Mary Nutting of Pem-
broke. Her roommate was 
“Mollie” Baldwin, one of 
the teachers, who wore her 
hair in curls all around her 
head ‘a la Browning.’ Poor 
Mary, was always regard-
ed by the other girls as an 
informer tho’ she was ab-
solutely guiltless . . . “ Two 
other students that Hattie 

described were Miss Willey 
from Dansville and Miss 
Curtis from Springwater, 
Minnesota. “Miss Curtis 
was ‘the most brilliant girl 
connected with the Acad-
emy in my day. She later 
married a comptroller of 
the U.S. Treasury. Miss Wil-
ley was a very handsome 
girl. She too married mon-
ey. I remember her partic-
ularly as she was the only 
scholar who ever dared talk 
back to Mr. Russell.”

Hattie also remem-
bered Mr. Blennerhassett, 
a language teacher ‘with 
a marvelous memory and 
absolutely devoid of any 
practical acumen what-
ever.’ Hattie’s sister told 
with great glee “of seeing 
him walking home from 
town with a can of oysters 
in his hand, holding it out 
at arms-length walking in 
the middle of the road and 
beseeching people not to 
touch it for he couldn’t 
open it himself so he had 
to have it opened when 
he bought it and he was in 
such a mental terror lest he 
spill some of the contents.”

Hattie also told of two 
orphaned sisters who had 
to leave school because 
they were in debt. They 
left a couple of trunks until 
they could return. “I don’t 
know whether they ever 
did or what became of the 
trunks but soon after they 
went away, the younger 
sister, who was always del-
icate, died . . The Blenner-
hassetts used to declare the 
house was haunted. They 
used to hear those trunks 
dragged around at night.” 
Another teacher who lived 
at the boarding house was 
Ellen Hooker. She lived in 
the house for one year and 
remembered the circular 
staircase and a speaking 
tube and “the good hu-
mored surprises which of-
ten mystified those who fell 
victims to its possibilities.”

In 1891, the Le Roy Aca-
demic Institute closed and 
the three-story building 
was sold to the new Union 
Free School for $10,000. In 
1898, a two-story limestone 
building was added to the 
large wooden building. 
After the new Union Free 
School was built on Trigon 
Park, the old Academic 
Institute building and the 
limestone building were 
sold to Allen Olmsted and it 
was used as a factory for his 
patent medicines. In the 
1950s, the wooden building 
was razed. The parking lot 
for the Jell-O Gallery is on 
the site today. The remain-
ing limestone addition is 
now the home of the Jell-O 
Gallery, archives, and li-
brary of the Le Roy Histor-
ical Society.
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Despite this, Lathan and the 
Hope Center pushed on and 
continued its work within the 
space.

“That was a little hiccup, 
but we actually overcame it,” 
Lathan said.

The community has real-
ly rallied around the Hope 
Centers efforts as well, with 
a strong core of volunteer 
workers that have shown up 
throughout the year to help 
with construction at the new 
space.

“It’s been amazing. I’ll be 
honest, a lot (of the volunteers) 
are friends and family of staff, 
and I definitely have to give 
kudos to Lori and Tom Par-

menter, they’ve been instru-
mental,” Lathan said. “But the 
volunteer base, there are some 
people that continue to show 
up every time, and other peo-
ple have just been able to help 
once, but every extra set of 
hands every time has helped 
get us a little bit further.”

Along with the help from in-
dividual volunteers, the Hope 
Center has received a number 
of “in-kind” donations from 
other businesses and organi-
zations that have helped keep 
the project under budget.

“Every single contractor 
that we’ve worked with has 
been amazing, just absolute-
ly phenomenal,” Lathan said. 
“The electrician for example 
just yesterday donated all the 
lights for the kitchen so we 
don’t have to go purchase all of 

our kitchen lighting. The kitch-
en stuff we got at discount, and 
Corporate Flooring is doing 
the carpeting in here and they 
gave us a discount as well. 
Even Home Depot (gave a dis-
count) with our dishwasher 
and fridge and freezer.”

There is still some work left 
to do throughout September, 
such as installing windows on 
each of the tutoring rooms to 
make them be more private 
without compromising safety.

The windows also have a 
unique history, as they are be-
ing crafted out of glass shelv-
ing that was left behind from 
two historic Le Roy businesses 
that used to occupy the space, 
an appliance store called The 
Economy, and a clothing store 
called The Village Squire.

“We needed a solution be-
cause with the tutoring rooms, 
it’s an adult and usually it’s one 
on one. So, you don’t want an 
adult in a room with a closed 
door with a student. But if we 
have all the doors open, which 
is what we had to do with the 
other location, it could get 
noisy, especially with other 
things going on. So, we were 
looking at either purchasing 
doors with windows or buy-
ing windows. But then we 
were looking at all this glass 
(that was already here) and 
we asked Tom (Parmenter) 
and my husband, ‘hey, could 
you guys make those into 
windows?’ And they said yes,” 
Lathan said.

With the opening date 
now set for the first weekend 
of October, Lathan and the 
Hope Center are confident 
the construction will be done 
by then. In the meantime, the 
Hope Center’s existing pro-
grams will continue to operate 
out of Cavalry Baptist Church 
on Lake Street and the Moose 
Lodge on Bank Street.

Lathan and the Hope 
Center are also preparing to 
launch a new program along-
side the grand opening of the 
new space called Vessels, 
which is meant for girls be-
tween grades three through 
six to learn about women in 
the Bible and what made them 
unique through crafts and oth-
er activities.

“it’s just like good, whole-
some learning for that age 
group when there’s so many 
different things that could be 
influencing (them). It’s just a 
lot of good, positive influence 
to learn about life,” Lathan 
said.

The Vessels program origi-
nates from Colorado, and the 
Hope Center will be the first 
organization offering this in 
all of New York State. The pro-
gram is set to launch on Sep-
tember 23 at the new location, 
and will meet every Wednes-
day at 6:30 p.m.

“The one in Colorado, it’s 
only been a few years, but they 
have over 100 girls that come 
every week to this. We don’t 
have space for 100 girls, but at 
least 50, and we’re hoping that 
it will really grow into that,” 
Lathan said.

Will all the excitement that 
is building as the Hope Center 
nears its grand opening and 
the launch of new programs, 
Lathan expressed how she is 
happy the organization is be-
coming a part of the overall 
village-wide effort to revitalize 
the Main Street in Le Roy.

“We are hoping that being 
part of Main Street of Le Roy, 
we know there’s so many good 
things happening,” Lathan 
said. “It’s so much better to see 
activity and people coming 
and going, rather than empty 
buildings. So, we’re hoping to 
be a part of that as well.”

 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

By PRESS RELEASE
Botts-Fiorito American Legion Post 576

Botts-Fiorito American 
Legion Post 576 of Le Roy 
would like to announce with 
great pride and pleasure 
that Deacon David Ehrhart 
Sr. has been selected as the 
winner of the 56th LeRoyan 
of the Year Award.

The “LeRoyan of the Year” 
is to recognize people who 
demonstrate the following 
qualifications and attri-
butes:

 ■ The man, woman, or 
child who exemplifies the 
true spirit of Americanism, 
its ideals, love of the flag and 
country, regardless of race, 
creed, or color.

 ■ Good citizenship – by 
carrying out these princi-
ples, often beyond that ex-
pected of him or her.

 ■ Service to community – 
signified by excellence in life 
of purpose and accomplish-
ment.

Dave has been a lifelong 
LeRoyan and has four chil-
dren: David Jr., Dale (Dawn), 
Douglas (Jackie), and Debo-
rah. Dave is a graduate of Le 
Roy Jr/Sr High School and is 
retired from Eastman Kodak 

after 30 years.
Dave’s service to this 

community started in the 
Boy Scouts of America in 
his youth and continued 
for some 40 years, as both a 
scout and a scout leader.

This year starts Dave’s 
50th year as a member of 
the Le Roy Fire Dept, serv-
ing as a firefighter and mov-
ing through the ranks all the 

way to Fire Chief from 1993 
to 1995. He has also been a 
member of the Oatka Hose 
Company for 55 years and 
a charter member of the Le 
Roy Volunteer Ambulance 
with duties as builder, driver, 
and medic.

In 2009, Dave became 
Deacon David Ehrhart, and 
he serves at Our Lady of 
Mercy Parish in Le Roy. He 

also started Deacon Dave’s 
Closet, where he collects and 
loans items such as wheel-
chairs, crutches, walkers, 
canes, and other items for 
handicapped or elderly indi-
viduals.

He has been an active 
volunteer for over 20 years 
at Crossroads House in Bat-
avia, where he can be found 
every Tuesday doing patient 
care. Dave is also active in 
the Northwoods Sports-
man’s Club, the Sons of the 
American Legion, and the Le 
Roy Food Pantry.

To honor Dave, the 56th 
annual LeRoyan of the Year 
Award dinner will be held 
on October 24, 2026, at the 
American Legion located 
at 53 West Main Street in Le 
Roy. Social hour is at 6 p.m., 
with dinner being served at 
6:45 p.m.

A limited number of tick-
ets will be available starting 
on Sept 21, 2026 at the Amer-
ican Legion. Tickets can be 
purchased Tuesday–Satur-
day from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., or 
by calling Joan Fernaays at 
585-721-7801. Cost is $35.00 
per ticket (check or cash 
only).

Helen H. Mullen 
STAFFORD — Helen H. 

Mullen, 92, of Stafford, went 
home to be with her Saviour 
on Friday, Sept. 4, 
2026 at the LeRoy 
Village Green Resi-
dential Care Home.

Helen, was born 
July 19, 1934 in Bat-
avia, the daughter of 
the late Lillian (Cook) 
and Edmond Slowe 
(stepfather); and fa-
ther James M. Hunt. 
She lived part of her 
youth with her adored Grand-
father Cook and Step Grand-
mother Florence. She was 
a graduate of Batavia High 
School.

She married her late hus-
band, Robert W. Mullen, 
on July 12, 1953 and lived 
most of their married life on 
the Mullen Family Farm. She 
was a dedicated wife, moth-
er, grandmother and great 
grandmother. Her family was 
the love and most important 
part of her life.

Known for her leadership 
abilities and caring heart, 
she loved helping adults and 
children through the Staf-
ford Grange #418, Genesee 
Pomona #10 and New York 
State Granges, the Genesee 
County Food Panty at the 
Salvation Army, Quota Club, 
Genesee Council of Church-
es Jail Ministry, Church Mis-
sions, Christmas boxes and 
All Babies Cherished, as 
well as her community and 
neighbors, among others. 
She was proud to have been 
a sponsor, with her husband, 
of a child through the Interna-
tional Childcare Ministries for 
many years.

As well as being an im-
portant supporting partner 
of her husband’s volunteer 
activities. Helen was a long-
time member of Northgate 
Free Methodist Church, and 
the Roanoke Community 
Church.

She worked from a young 
age through her adult life at: 

a dairy bar, the Miss Batavia 
Diner, a luxury hotel and co-
owned with her husband the 

Ro-Kay Dairy Bar in 
Arizona, an honored 
Tupperware manag-
er, Chapin Manufac-
turing, McCracken 
Insurance and the 
Salvation Army.

Before moving to 
LeRoy Village Green, 
she was a resident of 
Washington Towers 
in Batavia for several 

years.
At LeRoy Village Green 

she enjoyed her friends and 
loved playing bingo, partic-
ipating in the book club and 
art classes, as well as many 
other activities.

She is survived by her 
daughter. Jacqueline A. (Ela-
dio Montalvo) Mullen of Puer-
to Rico; sons Robert W. (Re-
gina) Mullen II of Tennessee, 
and Richard (Debbie) Spink 
of Tennessee; sister Ann M. 
Steinbaugh, a brother-in-law, 
Lester Mullen and 11 grand-
children, two great grand-
children: Aziza and Kainan, 
along with many nieces and 
nephews.

Helen is preceded in death 
by her parents Lillian (Cook) 
and Edmond Slowe (step-
father) and James M. Hunt 
(father). Also, by her beloved 
Grandpa Cook and Grandma 
Florence, her husband Rob-
ert W. Mullen, granddaughter 
Jaselis; brother, Harold (wife 
Reida) and sister, Mary Lou 
Sweeney and many broth-
ers-in-laws and sisters-in-
law and their spouses.

In lieu of flowers. Memo-
rials may be made to All Ba-
bies Cherished, 445 Ellicott 
St., Batavia, N.Y. 14020 or 
The Salvation Army of Bat-
avia (Food Pantry and Com-
munity Services), 529 East 
Main St., Batavia, N.Y. 14020.

After cremation, Helen’s 
burial will be at the Morgan-
ville Cemetery on Saturday, 
Sept. 12, 2026 at 1 p.m.

Mullen

OBITUARIES

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM
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Le Roy American Legion Announces 
2026 ‘LeRoyan of the Year’

Deacon David Ehrhart Sr. selected as winner of prestigious award

Hope
From A1

PROVIDED PHOTO
Deacon David Ehrhart Sr.
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Fri. September 11
7:15 - 9:15pm

Vessels Free Outdoor 
Movie Night

Vessels is a faith-based 
girls’ club with loca-

tions across the country. 
Each week, girls learn 
about a woman of the 
Bible to identify what 

made her unique, how 
she filled her life (her 

vessel), and examine her 
life to see if she allowed 
God to use her (or not). 
Through fun, hands-on 
activities we will learn 

practical-apply-it-today 
wisdom. FREE Admis-

sion and includes drinks, 
snacks and the movie  

“David” (2025)! Bring a 
lawn chair and a friend!  

Calvary Baptist Church
8703 Lake Street Rd.,  

Le Roy NY 
•

9pm
The Real News at 34 

Rush!
Live at 34 Rush in Batavia 

Downs. Cya out~!
Batavia Downs

8315 Park Road, Batavia 
NY 

•

Sat. September 12
Whole Day

Le Roy Community 
Wide Garage Sale

Nancy Crocker and 
Mollie Mart are looking 
to add more addresses 

to the LeRoy commu-
nity garage sale list on 

September 12! Add your 
name by contacting 

her at 585-314-7982 or 
emailing nancycrock-

er619@gmail.com
Don’t wait! Let’s make 
this bigger than ever!

Village of Le Roy
Le Roy, NY 

• 
10am - 3pm

Farm Fest 2026
Join us for the Livingston 
County Farm Fest 2026!!

Our host farm this 
year is Coyne Farms, a 

multi-generational dairy 
farm in Avon, NY. Come 
out to learn more about 
LivCo agriculture, and 
where your food comes 

from! Food vendors, 
petting zoo, educational 

wagon ride, fun activ-
ities, and much more!! 

The perfect kid-friendly 
event to cap off the sum-
mer and start the school 

year!
Free to all attendees.
Coyne Farms Dairy

1770 Jenks Rd., Avon NY 

•

Sat. September 19
4:30 - 9:30pm

Wreckfest 2026
THE GREATEST SHOW 
OF THE SEASON!! YOU 
WONT WANT TO MISS 

THIS FULL SIZE BUS 
DEMOLITION DER-

BY, 100 LAP ENDURO, 
TRAILER JUMP STUNT 
AND WAY MORE ,Great 

food great fun for the 
whole family!!!

Merrittville Speedway
2371 Merrittville Hwy, 

Thorold, Ontario
•

Wed. September 23
4 - 7pm

Wreckfest 2026
The Hope Center of 

LeRoy is super excited 
to announce another 

Taste of Hope fundraiser, 
“Local Supporting Local” 

with our neighbors at 
Mama Chavez Taqueria 
will donate a portion of 

their proceeds to support 
the Hope Center, helping 
us continue our mission 

to serve and uplift our 
community. Our staff 
agrees that fresh, deli-

cious, homemade Mex-
ican food from Mama 

Chaves Taqueria is 
so much more than 

a meal…it’s TWO 
MEALS!  You want good 
food?  We know a guy…
Thank you for coming 
out and supporting a 

local small business and 
the Hope Center. 

Mama Chavez Taqueria
7 Mill Street, Le Roy NY

•

Sat. September 26
9am - 4:30pm

13th Annual Scottsville 

Car Show
Registration 9-12 all 

registration is done in 
person! THERE IS NO 
PRE REGISTRATION! 

Don’t let the scammers 
get you!

Awards 3:30
Drivers $20

Spectators free
Johnson Park

98 2nd St., Scottsville NY 
• 

10am - 3pm
Robert’s Car Show

Trophies, dash plaques, 
door prizes and maybe a 

few other things.
Roberts Wesleyan Uni-

versity
2301 Westside Dr.,  

Rochester NY 

•

Sun. September 27
10am

47th Apple Harvest 
Festival

Celebrating the annual 
local harvest! Enjoy one 

of Newfane’s longest 
running gatherings. Visit 

and enjoy great food & 
drinks, flea market & 

craft vendors, Art Glad-
ow’s Famous Chicken 
Chowder (sold by the 

bowl and take-home gal-
lons), live performances, 

historical demonstra-
tions & reenactments, 
and more...plus all our 
Country Village exhib-
its will be open! Please 

come and support New-
fane’s Historical Society.
Free Parking & Free Ad-

mission
Join us rain or shine

No pets please
Please Note: expect some 
loud sounds from work-
ing engines, equipment 

and gunfire.
Hevol House Museum

2685 W Creek Rd.,  
Newfane NY

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays

6 - 10pm
Modern Monday

$10 entry (includes 1 
booster pack of current 

set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 
pm

Round 1 begins promptly 
at 6 pm

Players entering after 6 
pm will receive a round 

1 loss
Format: Modern  

Constructed. 3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get 

$15 in Store Credit!
Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 

Credit!
Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this 

event and set. Final day 
will be last  

Monday prior to pre-re-
lease of the next set.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer 
the community FaB at 
our play space. We are 

open to hosting whatever 
people are interested in 

playing! Bring a friend or 
group on out and enjoy 

yourselves! Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy 
•

Wednesdays
6:30 - 7:30pm

Join the Crafty Crafters
Official Start Date of the 
Crafty Crafters, Wednes-

day, September 2nd at 
6:30 pm at York Baptist 
Church in the gather-
ing room! Everyone is 

welcome, from beginner 
to expert! All ages are 

welcome to participate. 
Please bring your own 
knitting, crocheting, 

quilting, and embroidery 
materials, and a good 

“yarn” to spin!

First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy 

•

Thursdays
5 - 8pm

From May 21st 
to September 10th

Cruisin’ at the Corral
Come Showcase Your 

Pride & Joy! ... and relax 
with the Cruiser fellow-

ship of Cruisin’ at the 
Corral Join us for one 
of Western New York’s 

finest displays of classic 
cars, trucks & motor-
cycles! FUN FOR ALL 

!!! Old Cars • New Cars 
• Sports Cars • Muscle 
Cars Trucks • Motor-

cycles • Specialty Cars 
INFO: - Some come ear-
ly, some stay late! - Most 
vehicles arrive between 
5:15-5:45pm - This is a 

relaxed event of Cruiser 
fellowship. - Please wait 

for an attendant to be 
present before parking 
in the field. - Join us in 
the stage area around 

6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-
In

7037 Chapman Ave., 
Perry NY

•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 
anytime during our busi-
ness hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through the 
WPN event link website. 
People are welcome to 
do this any day (Mon-
Sun) between 1-7pm. 

D&D, Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 

friendly game play also 
welcomed in our game 

room! 
Contact us via call or text 
if you have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. LITERATURE: Which author 
published his only novel in 1890, “The 
Picture of Dorian Gray”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What well-known 
scenic destination includes Horseshoe 
Falls and Goat Island?

3. MOVIES: Which animated movie 
features 10,297 balloons?

4. TELEVISION: What is Eleven’s 
favorite food in “Stranger Things”?

5. LANGUAGE: What is a stannary?
6. ANATOMY: What is a pyrogen?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is 

the fastest flying insect?
8. FOOD & DRINK: What is carpac-

cio?
9. SCIENCE: What is the warmest 

ocean in the world?
10. CHEMISTRY: What is a com-

mon name for sodium bicarbonate?
Trivia answers

1. Oscar Wilde.
2. Niagara Falls, New York.
3. “Up.”
4. Eggo waffles.
5. Tin mining district.
6. A fever-inducing agent.
7. Horsefly.
8. Seasoned slices of raw beef or fish.
9. Indian Ocean.
10. Baking soda.
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RAHAITZ.COM
128 Cedar St. Batavia, NY • 585-343-2400 / 585-356-4300

“IT’S WHAT
WE DO”

We areWe are
ready anytime!ready anytime!

Richard Wendt, President
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

Voted Voted ##1 Best Roofer1 Best Roofer
in the GLOW Region in the GLOW Region 
3 Years in a Row!3 Years in a Row!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

81 Years in Business

Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

It is officially regu-
lar-season game week for 
the Buffalo Bills. The sea-
son kicks off at 1 p.m. Sun-
day in Houston against the 
Houston Texans, a team 
that has had the advantage 
in the Bills’ matchups in re-
cent years.

That said, the Bills will 
look different on both sides 
of the ball under first-year 
head coach Joe Brady and 
new defensive coordinator 
Jim Leonard.

“I don’t think anything 
is tied,” Brady said. “It’s 
year one for us, and there’s 
nothing that we’re go-
ing into this year with the 
mindset of, ‘ Oh man, this 
is what’s happened in the 
past year, right? Like, a lot 
of these guys haven’t even 
been here, so I don’t think 
it’s anything. We just got-
ta make sure we’re locked 
into our details, and it’s 
gonna be an incredible 
environment ; it always 
is down there. Two good 
teams that were in the play-
offs last year. I don’t know 
if that has any bearing this 
year, and so it’ll be a great 
test for us.”

Brady wouldn’t give up 
anything regarding the 
injury status of the team’s 

roster, something that has 
been commonplace from 
the new head coach this 
offseason, but only two 
players did not see the 
practice field during the 
open portion of practice 
on Wednesday. Running 
back Ty Johnson, who has 
been out since the ‘Return 

of the Red & Blue’ scrim-
mage on Aug. 8, remained 
out. Additionally, defen-
sive back Jordan Hancock 
also missed practice on 
Wednesday.

Wednesday was also the 
day the first injury report 
had to be released, and 
both players were listed as 
non-participants. Johnson 

was finally confirmed with 
a hamstring injury, while 
Hancock was listed with 
a quad injury. One other 
player landed on the first 
official injury report of the 
season, as defensive tack-
le TJ Sanders was listed as 
limited with a knee injury. 
He missed time a year ago 
in his rookie season after 

having his knee scoped, 
but it is not known whether 
the issue is related. Sanders 
was on the field, appear-
ing to move at full speed 
during the open portion of 
practice.

The Bills announced 
the team’s captains for 
this season on Tuesday, 
including both of the two 

captains from a year ago: 
quarterback Josh Allen 
and inside linebacker Ter-
rel Bernard. Additionally, 
tight end Dawson Knox, 
outside linebacker Bradley 
Chubb, long snapper Reid 
Ferguson, and safety/spe-
cial teams ace Sam Frank-
lin were also announced as 
captains.

Looking ahead to fac-
ing the Texans at Reliant 
Stadium, which has been 
a house of horrors for the 
Bills, with Josh Allen at the 
helm and four losses there, 
Allen is not concerned with 
past performances.

“I think every game has 
its own flow, got their own 
situations that you have to 
handle and take care of. 
They’ve had some really 
good defenses in the past, 
and it’s no different now,” 
Allen said. “But obviously, 
I wanna go out there, I want 
to play the best that I can 
play and want to help our 
team win a football game. 
And that’s obviously what 
it comes down to. If that’s 
me completing 30 balls 
or handing it off 40 times, 
whatever it takes for us to 
win this game is what I’m 
willing to do. And they’re 
gonna make it tough for 
us.”

By AIDEN LOCKE
alocke@batavianews.com

The Le Roy Oatkan 
Knights squeezed out a 3-2 
win on the road over York/
Pavilion on Tuesday. Late 
goals for both sides created 
drama down the stretch in 
the back-and-forth contest.

“Great teamwork, great 
effort and another strong 
performance,” Le Roy head 
coach Beth Luckey said.

Up 2-0 with ten minutes 
to play. Le Roy cracked de-
fensively for the first time. 
Cecelia McEntire scored 
with 9:40 left in the second 
half to make it a 2-1 game.

Le Roy responded quick-
ly with a goal from Bailey 
Caton to push the lead back 
out to two.

York/Pavi l ion’s  late 
pressure was certainly felt, 
but Le Roy weathered the 
storm to keep their oppo-
nents at bay.

Despite the new two-

goal deficit. York/Pavilion 
fought to the bitter end. 
Their effort was rewarded 
with another late goal by 
way of a Gianna McClain 
free kick in the final two 
minutes. The late surge of 
offense wasn’t enough for 
York/Pavilion to level or 
take the lead of the game.

Le Roy’s earlier offense 
came from Jenna Sher-
man and Kendall Bunch, 
each scoring and assisting 
on their respective goals. 
Bunch added a second as-
sist on Caton’s late goal. 
Bunch finished with a goal 
and two assists on the day.

Pavilion/York goalkeep-
er Sophia Jett made several 
key saves down the stretch 
to keep them in the game.

Le Roy improved to 2-0 
and set their sights on an-
other road matchup. This 
time around, with Gen-
eseo. That game is sched-
uled to start at 7 p.m. on 
Monday at Geneseo High 
School.

York/Pavilion will reset 
and go again. They have 
a quick turnaround with 
Keshequa coming to town 
on Thursday. That game 
starts at 5 p.m. at York High 
School.

By DAILY NEWS STAFF
sports@batavianews.com

The Le Roy Caledo-
nia-Mumford Rivals Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer team scored 
three goals in the first 15 
minutes enroute to a 9-0 
victory over the Rochester 
Prep Tigers in their season 
opener at Hamilton Field 
Sports Complex.

Six different players 
scored for the Rivals, in-
cluding Deacon Queal, 
Carter Wiley, and Tommy 
Clifford, who scored two 
goals each. Wiley added 
two assists, while Queal 
and Clifford also had as-
sists.

Other goals were scored 
by Liam Ortiz, Jerry Shee-
han, and David Preston. 
Contributing assists were 
Liam McArdle, Jacob Mur-
ray and Edwin Verdugo 
Garcia.

The Rivals led 6-0 at 
halftime and held Roches-
ter Prep without a shot on 
goal until 28 minutes had 
elapsed in the opening 

half.
All three Rival goalies, 

Aidan McKay, who started, 
Devin Brown, and Doman-
ic Dieter chipped in for the 

clean sheet.
“Both teams competed 

with intensity and respect 
from start to finish,” Rivals 
coach Bob Hammer said.

Bills Release First Injury Report, Name 
Captains in First Practice Ahead of Opener

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Josh Allen at the podium on Wednesday.

Bunch, Sherman Help Le Roy Hold Off Y/P
Barnhardt scores OT winner for MM; Fowler nets hat trick in Geneseo blowout, Keshequa, Hornell roll

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Kendall Bunch (10, in the middle being hugged) celebrating with teammates after 
scoring a goal against Pavilion/York.

Rivals Boys Soccer Open With 
Win Over Rochester Prep

BEN BEAGLE/THE DAILY NEWS
Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals midfielder Deacon Queal drib-
bles past Rochester Prep’s Jhazear Ramos during the 
first half of the Rivals season-opening 9-0 win on Satur-
day in Caledonia. Queal scored two goals and added an 
assist off a corner kick.

Have a news item  
you’d like to see  

featured in the LWG?  
Email it to  
szerillo@ 

batavianews.com

A6  Saturday, September 12, 2026 The Le Roy Weekend GazeTTe

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

The two-time defending 
Section V Class C1 champions 
picked up right where they left 
off on Thursday night.

Le Roy girls volleyball rolled 
in its opener, taking down Hor-
nell in three sets by scores of 25-
16, 25-10, 25-11.

“First win is great because 
then those jitters are gone,” Le 
Roy head coach Sue Staba said. 
“Even for me coaching, getting 
everything organized, you get 
those first-game jitters done, 
and then I feel like the next game 
you can go in a little smooth-
er because you already had all 
those feels.”

The Oatkan Knights grad-
uated some key contributors 
from last season with a five-se-
nior class, but Staba and the 
team started the work to fill in 
the gaps and make sure to keep 
things rolling after having gone 

a combined 41-7 over the two ti-
tle-winning seasons.

“We started back in spring, in 
April, to start working together 
because we knew we had some 
replacement spots to fill,” Staba 
said. “I played around with a few 
different things, and every year 
is a new year. So yeah, we won 
last year, but every year is a new 
year, and it’s a brand new goal. 
So we just keep our eye on the 
prize and go from there.”

Two-time Section V Class C1 
MVP Shea Williams led the way 
with 10 kills and four digs in the 
victory. Staba is thankful to have 
the junior back in the lineup to 
help make whatever other mov-
ing pieces around her land a lit-
tle easier.

“It’s a great feeling, and to 
know she’s only a junior is even 
better,” Staba said. “She’s swing-
ing great. She’s got control of 
that court.”

Heather Reschke helped lead 

a dominant night serving with 
nine service points and seven 
aces. Kylie Wilson added eight 
service points, three aces, three 
kills and four digs, Harper Hol-
ly drilled six aces, two service 
points, six kills and two blocks 
and Emma Saeva tacked on four 
service points, two aces and a 
kill. As a team, Le Roy totaled 22 
aces across the three sets.

The first league win was part 
of what will be a gauntlet of a 
schedule for Le Roy this season, 
something that Staba says is in-
tentional.

“We have a hard league, but 
we also brought in a lot of Mon-
roe County schools that we’re 
hoping, between league and 
those schools, we got Webster 
Thomas, HAC, Bloomfield; play-
ing them is just helping us pre-
pare for sectionals for that post-
season. We want to play those 
hard teams so we are prepared 
for the postseason,” Staba said.

Defending Champion Le Roy Girls 
Volleyball Rolls Hornell in Opener

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Le Roy’s Harper Holly goes for a kill at the net.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

EAST ROCHESTER — The Le 
Roy/Caledonia-Mumford Rivals 
opened the new season with a road 
matchup against East Rochester/
Gananda on Friday, and behind 
stellar performances from the trio 
of Brady McClurg, Jude Christ and 
Austyn Silvernail, the team was 
able to capture a narrow 28-24 win.

McClurg got the start at quarter-
back, going 2-for-2 through the air 
for 70 yards while also rushing 12 
times for a 104 yards and a touch-
down.

Christ was also a key piece to 
the offensive attack, taking 13 car-
ries for 97 yards and a team-lead-
ing two touchdowns. He also came 
down with a catch for 31 yards.

Also contributing on the ground 
was Brennen Weber with two car-
ries for 65 yards, Roland Goode-

nough with six carries for 35 yards, 
and Zach Boop with four carries for 
15 yards.

Donovan Gaillard was on the 
receiving end of McClurg’s other 
completion, racking up 39 yards on 
the play.

On defense, Silvernail shined for 
the Rivals by notching eight tackles 
and providing the highlight play of 
the game by taking an interception 
95 yards for a touchdown.

Other leaders on the defensive 
side for LR/C-M were McClurg 
with six tackles, as well as Eli Pre-
vost and Austin Metzger with five 
tackles each.

The Rivals now begin the year 
1-0 with the win and will look to 
keep things rolling into another 
road game against Bath-Haverling 
(0-1), set to start at 7 p.m. Friday.

ER/Gananda falls to 0-1 and will 
next travel to play Geneva (0-1), 
also set to begin at 7 p.m. Friday.

LR/C-M Football Edges 
Out ER/Gananda

McClurg, Christ lead Rivals on offense, 
 while Silvernail adds 95-yard pick six 

PHOTO CREDIT: ED HENRY
Jude Christ runs past the ER/Gananda defender.


