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Quote of the week:

1993

All the adversity I've had in
my life, all my troubles and
obstacles, have strengthened me... You may not realize it when it happens, but a
kick in the teeth may be the
best thing in the world for
you.”

Serving the communities of

― Walt Disney

Guess Who?

Rohnert Park
Cotati
Penngrove
Sebastopol

Kaiser Permanente

Overdue 2021 prom takes place in 2022

I am an athlete born in California
on August 3, 1977.
My love for football began at
age 4 when I saw the NFC
Championship game.
I am the all-time leader in
Super Bowl appearances and
I’ve set numerous NFL records.
Answer: Tom Brady
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The Rohnert Park City Council has approved
$200,000 in funding to preserve a preschool program at
the former Gold Ridge school.
"The city council has made it a priority to preserve
this preschool," said Mayor Jackie Elward, "providing
our community with local access to quality preschool
programs is so important in ensuring the success of both
children and adults in Rohnert Park."
Two years ago, a building condition assessment was
completed on the Gold Ridge portable classrooms because the floor was showing signs of failure. Repairs
were made, but the condition has continued to show

Adopt me 4

designing the e-invites, the centerpieces, and dessert table cards.
Leila contacted grocery stores
about paper bag donations for
bag check-ins. Julie reached out

to the photographer, Brian Davis
to capture the setup of the prom,
guests’ arrival, and the first portion of the dance party; and to
The Community Voice to take a

signs of failure. In response, the city council approved
$200,000 in August of 2021 towards another facility for
the school.
After an extensive search for a new building, the city
has determined that repairing existing buildings at the
Gold Ridge site proves more beneficial to the community and school.
Gold Ridge Preschool is currently owned by the City
of Rohnert Park and leased to the school. Their lease extends through 2026.
Repairing the current location will allow the school
to stay at the Gold Ridge site through the end of their

Ukrainian family to
Cassandra May Albaugh
On February 24, 2022, Russia launched a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine. Many forget however that the conflict between Ukraine
and Russia has been going on since February of 2014 after Ukraine’s
Revolution of Dignity. The initial focus was on Russia’s annexation
of Crimea in 2014. Also starting in 2014, pro-Russian separatists
engaged in conflict in the Donbas region. Regardless of whether it
was an undeclared war or a full-scale invasion, the most recent conflict has subjected the population of Ukraine to the tragedies of war.
Some of the consequences on civilian populations include being
uprooted from their homes, jobs, schools, and communities. They
get separated from family or loved ones and must deal with economic hardships. Many become refugees, fleeing the death and destruction in their homeland. As such they often lack access to
necessities or healthcare. Many refugees arrive in neighboring countries with only the possessions they can carry in their hands or on
their backs. This was certainly true for Ukrainian refugees arriving
in Poland as they fled to safety after Russia’s invasion.
Relief efforts for Ukrainian refugees geared up. Organizations and
individuals collected funds and materials to assist refugees, many
set-up aid efforts in Poland and the Polish people responded with
shelter, food, clothing and even jobs. Sonoma County residents were
no exception. Some, like Sebastopol resident, John Namkung, traveled to Poland and Ukraine to help. Namkung recently spoke to the
Rotary Club of Rohnert Park-Cotati about his efforts. He helped
transport families from the Poland/Ukrainian border to cities in
Poland. He also delivered food to shelters in Ukraine. One family
that he transported is now coming to America and will reside in
Rohnert Park.
Inspired by Namkung’s efforts, neighbors in the Lone Pine Village
area of Sebastopol are sponsoring a Ukrainian family as part of the
“Uniting for Ukraine” program. This program allows Ukrainian
refugees to live in the United States for up to two years through an
expedited approval process. The neighbors created an informal
group called the “Lone Pine Ukrainian Family Aid (LPUFA). More
‘Ukraine’ see page 6

Albert Gregory
The Sebastopol City Council approved the land use for a project proposed by the nonprofit building
group Habitat for Humanity for a four-townhome small lot subdivision at its Tuesday meeting over
Zoom.
The council unanimously voted, with all five members in attendance, to approve the land use at 333
North Main St. for a project consisting of four townhomes with three bedrooms, one-car garages, and
a rooftop community garden. Each home will also include a private rear patio and a partially covered
front porch facing North Main Street.
“We are looking forward to build homes once again in Sebastopol for Habitat for Humanity families.
We all understand the need for more affordable workforce housing in our communities. Our parcel at
333 North Main St. has been vacant for a long time, likely due to some challenges with the site. We believe our plans are well-suited to this site and that the homes will be a valuable addition to downtown
‘Habitat for Humanity’ see page 7

Cotati’s National Night Out

Motorcycle Officer Reinke generously shared his machine with several excited kids including Beau
Murphy on the motorcycle. See page 7 for article.
Rodney Morgan
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lease. It also gives the preschool three more years to find
a suitable place to move. When the lease agreement concludes, remaining project funds will bedesignated towards assisting the preschool transition to a new site.
Gold Ridge Preschool is a 4Cs program for low-income families and is a critical resource for our community. The Community Child Care Council of Sonoma
County (4Cs) operates our county's state-funded preschool system. 4Cs offers full-time, part-time, and afterschool childcare through state-funded vouchers. You can
learn more about the 4Cs program by visiting
https:/www.sonoma4cs.org.
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photo of the prom committee.
She, along with Kaileena, kept
track and organized the guest attendees list.
‘Prom’ see page 4

Pack a patrol car with
school supplies
You can help the local Rotary Clubs and the Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety help the local schools.
Look for them at the National Night Out on August 2 and at the
remaining Friday “Party on the Plaza” and Farmers’ Markets
through August 26.
Bring new school supplies to any of these events and look for
the Rotary Club of Rohnert Park-Cotati pop-up at the Farmers’
Market. Things needed are #2 pencils, colored pencils, pencil
sharpeners, erasers, blue and black pens, paper, crayons, highlighters, markers, spiral notebooks, index cards, folders, glue, glue
sticks, rulers, protractors, and scissors.

Kids

Sydnee Petri, Leila Jones, Kaila Misi, Kaileena Smith, and Julie Phan are the Rancho Cotate High
School Class of 2021 five-member committee who coordinated the class’s make up prom since theirs
was cancelled due to the pandemic.
Robert Grant

RP approves funding to preserve Gold Ridge Preschool

reside in Rohnert Park

Entertainment

Scott Sheldon
Ken Weise

Julie Phan
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the class of 2021 at Rancho Cotate High School was one
of the classes that did not get the
chance to experience their high
school prom. A few of Rancho
Cotate High School’s (RCHS)
class of 2021 graduates got together and came up with the idea
to plan a “Re-do Prom.” Leila
Jones, Kaila Misi, Sydnee Petri,
Julie Phan, and Kaileena Smith
have been delegating and working for the past month to put on
this event for their classmates.
The re-do prom took place at the
Ellington Hall venue in Santa
Rosa on Friday, July 29 from 6
to 11 p.m.
For catering, the Taqueria Sol
Azteca kindly donated dinner for
all the guests; the venue pro-

vided soft drinks and water the
entire night, and dessert was covered by two of the prom committee members, Sydnee Petri and
Kaileena Smith. They both have
their own small baking business,
Syd’s Sweets and Tasty Pastries.
We greatly appreciated all the
help and service from the caterers. Taqueria Sol Azteca served
rice, beans, chips, birra, and
chicken. Sydnee and Kaileena
baked and made pink champagne cupcakes, chocolate cupcakes,
chocolate-covered
pretzels, chocolate crackle cookies, chocolate chip cookies,
snickerdoodle cookies, Rice
Crispies, coconut macaroons,
muddy buddies, and even a
chocolate fountain bar! For the
decorations, it was kept simple.
On each table, there were centerpieces with fairy lights and flowers in a small vase. A balloon
arch was also assembled to put
over the fireplace mantle at the
venue.
As for who was responsible
for which task to put this event
together, Kaileena contacted
venues and organized meetings
throughout the month of planning prom. She also communicated with Taqueria Sol Azteca,
the hall insurance coordinators,
and security guards. Sydnee,
along with Kaileena baked treats
for our bake sales that we held
online and at Oliver’s Market.
She was also in charge of setting
up our bake sales. Kaila oversaw
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