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Tionesta Builders Supply has a wealth of experience unique in this day and agé
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Brothers: Kyle, Kristian and Keane Schmader talk about kitchen and bath design
options.

Submitted photo.
Cory Schmader speaks with his children Sophia and Harrison about veneer stone
options. Sophia and Harrison are working at the store as summer help.

Submitted article

IONESTA - Tion-
esta Builders Sup-
ply is worth the
trip to Tionesta or

shop in your back yard in
Shippenville.
History

From small beginnings
in 1958 to big aspirations
in 2025. A lot has changed
in the Home Improvement
landscape over the last 67

years. In case you didn’t
know, TIONESTA
BUILDERS SUPPLY is a
family owned and operated
home improvement center
in business since 1958.
They have two stores to
serve the community bet-
ter, including four genera-
tions of the Schmader fam-
ily contributing since the
beginning.

The main  “Home
Improvement Center” in

Tionesta first opened in
1958 by Dennis Schmader.
In 1981 the Shippenville
location opened. Garry
and Larry Schmader (Den-
nis’ sons) welcomed their
sons into the business
more than 30 years ago.
And don’t forget Garry and
Larry have been doing this
for over 60 years too!
Today two grandchildren
have been working part-
time while in school, mak-

ing them the fourth gener-
ation to work for the com-
pany.

Keeping up with the
latest trends is a full time
job that we are more than
happy to take on. We’re
full of great ideas! New
product lines, old product
lines, updated displays and
a large inventory are cor-
nerstones to having what
the customer needs when
they walk through our

doors. We are constantly
updating our displays to
keep up with popular
trends in the building and
remodeling industry.
“Having two Home
Improvement Centers is
convenient for our cus-
tomers. If we don’t have
something at one store
we’ll have it the next day
from our other store. Our
Tionesta store has 12
warehouses. That’s the

advantage to having a
large diverse inventory,”
Kristian Schmader said.

Open six days a week:
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday 8
a.m. to noon and we are
open 24/7 online!

The phone number for
the Tionesta store is 814-
755-3561 and the Ship-
penville store’s number is
814-226-5040.

See TIONESTA BUILDERS, Page 6

TUB &
SHOWER
UNITS

More than
— L 30 in stock!

KraftMaid

VANTAGE™

MADE IN THE ULS.A.

KraftMaid Custom
Kitchen & Bath

Cabinets for the real living room

* Made in the USA

* More than 65 Classically
Elegant Finish Options

+ Standard All Plywood
Construction!

6 Colors in Stock

SZ'BgFt.

Vinyl Windows 25 sizes in Stock

irom§149-95

* Lumber/OSB/Plywood/Trusses
* Siding/Windows/Doors

* Treated or Composite Decking
* Custom Kitchens/Baths

* Shingles and Steel Roofing
JUST A FEW OF THE THINGS
YOU'LL FIND IN OUR STORE!

SEE WHY THE PROS BUY HERE!
Tionesta

813-199-3961

BRIGGS WHOLE
HOME GENERATORS

In Stock and Ready to Rock!!

Steel Roofing & Siding

40 & 45 Year Warranty
29 Gauge - 23 Colors

“REALTREE .

2 Day Ship Time

Licensed RealTree Products
In Stock In Tionesta

20% OFF!

ONES

Esl 1958

GET YOUR DECK
QUOTE TODAY!
28 _3© Timberlech
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 WILD

Unlimited Creativity Indoors & Out
Sleek new look for Railings,
Fencing and Arbors

Available sizes: 36”x72” or 36”°x93” and 60”x72”

AZEK

31

&= ]

"PRE-HUNG STEEL
.~ ENTRY DOORS
'~ In Stock
Check out Special order
Quick Ship Program

(_BUILDERS SUPPLY )

T —"—
EMAIL: ths@penn.com

WE HAVE AMMO!

BUY BULK AND SAVE SS
9 MM, 22 LR, 45 Auto,
6.5 Creedmoor, 223, 270, 280,
300 Blackout, .308, 25, 338

Bull-Z Eye Exploding Targets

) Ne—

814-226-3040
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Leading the Future of Community Health: A
Q&A with UPMC Northwest’s New President

Submitted article

SENECA UPMC
Northwest welcomed
Jonathan Bailey as its new
president in June. Bailey
served as vice president of
Operations at UPMC
Northwest since June of
2022. He graduated from
Slippery Rock University
with a bachelor’s degree in
exercise  science and
received a master’s degree
in business administration
from Point Park University
in Pittsburgh.

Former president Brian
Durniok serves as the pres-
ident of UPMC Hamot and
market president, North-
west Pa. and Western New
York.

Meet Jonathan Bai-
ley, President, UPMC
Northwest

Q: How long have you
been at UPMC North-
west? Where were you
prior?

A: T've been at UPMC
Northwest for three years,
starting as the vice presi-
dent of Operations. Prior to
this, I worked at UPMC
Horizon in Farrell and
Greenville and UPMC
Jameson in New Castle in
various leadership roles. I
started my career at
UPMC in 1999.

Q: Can you share a
pivotal moment in your
career that prepared
you for this position?

A: The COVID-19 pan-
demic was a pivotal
moment for all the hospi-
tals in the country. I had
the opportunity to lead a
variety of departments as
we responded to the pan-
demic at UPMC. It trans-
formed the way healthcare
was delivered and how we
managed day-to-day activi-
ties.

During the pandemic,
telemedicine became very
important. = Throughout
UPMC, the use of telemed-
icine increased significant-
ly, as much as 300 percent
since the start of the pan-
demic. Today, @UPMC
Northwest continues to
offer the largest tele-health
program in the UPMC sys-
tem with 40 out-patient
specialty programs and 10
in-patient programs.

Personally, I learned the
importance of resiliency
and collaboration during
that time. I hope to contin-

ue to guide my actions as a
leader with the best prac-
tices we developed as part
of our pandemic response.

Q: What does the job
of the president entail
at UPMC Northwest?

A: My role as president
is to ensure that the hospi-
tal delivers high quality
health care to our commu-
nity, while also navigating
the challenges and com-
plexity of the industry.

Q: What do you like
to do in your spare
time?

A: T have two high
school age children who are
very active in sports and
theater, so my time is often
spent supporting their
activities. Besides that, I
like to travel with my fam-
ily and jog. I participate in
a couple foot races a year,
whether it’s 10 miles or a
half marathon.

Q: What are some of
your goals as president?

A: My goals are three
pronged: access, safety, and
experience. We want to
ensure our patients can
rely on us for high-quality
close to home care with
exceptional experience for
our employees and
patients.

Q: What makes
UPMC Northwest
unique?

A: UPMC Northwest is
unique for many reasons.
Most importantly, we are a
community hospital dedi-
cated to serving our county.
We have the resources we
need to provide care to our
patients locally, with the
support of a large integrat-
ed health system.

Being part of a 40-hos-
pital academic medical
center continues to help in
our overall management of
operations. We share
resources, transfer
patients, have access to a
variety of experts, and
secure the appropriate
equipment and technolo-
gies to keep our staff and
patients safe.

Q: What opportuni-
ties do people have at
UPMC that they may
not have in other
places?

A: Our staff have the
opportunity to work in a
community setting with all
the advanced technologies
that UPMC provides. Our

staff can grow with the
resources UPMC provides,
whether it’s through career
ladder advancement at
their local hospitals or
opportunities at other hos-
pitals.

Q: What role does
UPMC Northwest’s com-
mitment to investing in
the community play in
enhancing the region’s
well-being?

A: We understand and
appreciate our role in pro-
viding community health
in the region, and we will
continue to be actively
involved in community
benefit activities. That
includes community health
fairs, screenings, educa-
tional events, and invest-
ing in healthcare employ-

ment opportunities
whenever we can offer
them.

UPMC Northwest’s

annual economic impact to
the region is more than
$245 million. In Fiscal Year
2023, UPMC Northwest
provided $11 million in
benefits to the community,
including more than $7
million in free and
reduced-cost care to the
area’s most vulnerable citi-
zens.

Q: What are a few of
UPMC Northwest’s
biggest achievements in
2024 and 2025 thus far?

A: T am proud of our
recruitment,  especially
with our nurses. In the first
three months of 2025, we
have retained all our nurs-
es with less than one year
of experience.

In 2024, UPMC North-
west was awarded an Ener-
gy Star Certification,
which is a program run by
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) that
grants certification based
on strict energy perfor-
mance standards like elec-
tric, natural gas, and water
usage along with hospital
metrics.

To achieve certification,
a building must maintain a
minimum score of 75 over a
year-long period. UPMC
Northwest scored 83 for
2022. Over the past few
years, UPMC Northwest
has made major energy
management changes, fol-
lowing an ambitious sus-
tainability plan first devel-
oped in 2017. The plan

called for low cost retro
commissioning and deep
retrofit energy manage-
ment efforts that were ini-
tiated in 2018 with Envini-
ty, a sustainability-focused
commissioning and engi-
neering firm.

We were recently recog-
nized by CMS with a five-
star rating for cleanliness
and for having zero cases of
MRSA.

In October, 2024, we cel-
ebrated our 20th anniver-
sary as the first UPMC
hospital built from the
ground up. UPMC North-
west officially opened its
doors on Oct. 8, 2004. The
126-bed facility and 28-bed
behavioral health center
brought together the hospi-
tal’s two former locations
in Franklin and Oil City.

The last 20 years at
UPMC Northwest have
been full of growth, and the
hospital continues to pro-
vide excellent care and ser-
vice to Venango, Clarion,
Forrest, Mercer, and Craw-

ford counties and beyond.
Q: Which new
providers and staff

were you excited to
bring to UPMC North-
west?

A: We hired a handful of
doctors. Most notably, we
hired Francis Ogbolu, D.O.,

urology, and David
Thomas, D.O., general
surgery.

We were also excited to
bring Kristen Maguire,
chief nursing officer,
UPMC Northwest, back to
UPMC as both our chief
nursing officer and vice
president of Patient Care
Services. She is an advo-
cate for all our nurses, pro-
moting a workplace where
staff are engaged, where
patients are getting the
exceptional care they
deserve, and where we are
strengthening the trust the
community has in UPMC
Northwest.

Q: How many babies
did UPMC Northwest
deliver in 2024 and 2025
thus far?

A: In 2024, we delivered
505 babies, and in 2025
thus far, we delivered 270.
Our delivery volumes have
increased by 50 through
the end of May, and we are
so proud of the work they
do to ensure the families in
our community receive the

Route 66 Sporting Goods has been
serving area for over three decades

Submitted article

PAINT TWP. — Route
66 Sporting Goods is look-
ing to celebrate their 21st
year in business under the
ownership of Linda and Lee
Dechant. Route 66 Sporting
Goods is located on State
Route Route 66, 1.5 miles
north of U.S. Route 322 in
Shippenville.

Route 66  Sporting
Goods employs a knowl-
edgeable staff including,
Lori Gadley, Mike Bev-
eridge, Mindy Maurer, Joe
Winger, Pam Bauer, and
Wayne Gadley. They pride
themselves on being able to
answer any question about
their vast selection of mer-
chandise for the great out-
doors. They will work one
on one with the customer to
give them the ultimate per-
sonal experience.

Route 66  Sporting
Goods has something to
meet the needs of all
hunters, fishermen, reload-
ers, campers, archers, and
trappers. They carry many
high quality brands and
are the largest retail trap-
ping supplier in Western
PA

New for 2025 are fur
buying events. Keith Win-
kler from Sterling Fur will
come in a few times and
year and pay cash for furs.
Check out the Facebook
page for updates.

Route 66 will also con-
tinue to host buck scoring
events throughout the year.

If there is something
they don’t have in stock,
Route 66 will order it in for
the customer. They also
offer layaway and gift cer-
tificates.

They are always
expanding and adding to

their large inventory to bet-
ter suit the customer.

Their large archery sec-
tion is run by Lori Gadley,
daughter of Lee and Linda
Dechant, and Mike Bev-
eridge. Route 66 is the
areas Mathews Archery
Dealer. Besides Mathews,
Route 66 also carries Hoyt,
Bowtech, Tenpoint, Excal-
ibur, and Bear with all the
accessories to complement
the bows.

Route 66 carries recurve
accessories as well as carry-
ing a wide selection of
recurve and long bows.

The archery section con-
tinues to include many
accessories including 3D
targets, arrows, sights,
range-finding sights and
much more.

New for 2025 Route 66
is now stocking Mathews
Branded Ultra View sights!

Route 66  Sporting
Goods carries a vast selec-
tion of pistols, rifles, and
shotguns from the follow-
ing manufacturers: Brown-

ing, Weatherby, Ruger,
Bergara, Christensen,
Remington, Winchester,

Smith & Wesson, Mossberg,
Walther, Taurus, Savage,
Heritage, Sig Sauer, Kim-
ber and Beretta. They also
carry black powder equip-
ment. They have a fine
selection of Inline and
Flintlock rifles as well as
black powder pistols.
Flintlock rifles by Ped-
ersoli can be found in stock

year round.

Route 66  Sporting
Goods is now stocking
Bergara Carbon Fiber
Rifles as well as Chris-
tensen.

There are over/under

shotguns in stock year-

round by companies such
as: Franchi, CZ, Stoeger,
Browning, and Mossberg.
There are also Side by side
shotguns in stock too!

Route 66  Sporting
Goods stocks a vast selec-
tion of scopes by Leupold,
Bushnell, Hawke, and Vor-
tex. They also have an
extensive selection of bases
and rings by Weaver,
Leupold, Talley and Brown-
ing.
New for 2025 are
infrared and thermal
scopes and thermal hand-
helds.

Route 66  Sporting
Goods carries an extensive
selection of equipment for
any type of fishing includ-
ing fly fishing, fly tying, and
ice fishing.

Route 66 has expanded
the Bass fishing selection!
Be sure to stop and check
out baits from Gary
Yamamoto, Z-Man, Strike
King, Bass Assassin,
Rapala, Fish Bio, and many
more!

The camping section is
always well stocked with
tents, Palmer (MADE IN
USA) cast iron pie irons,
flashlights, Coleman fuel &
propane, and so much
more.

The clothing section at
the store is stocked with
clothing by Under Armour,
Gamehide, Badlands, DSG
and Rocky. Route 66 also
has boots and shoes from
LaCrosse, Rocky, DSG, and
Muck boots.

New for the summer
Route 66 has the all new
Muckster Clog and ankle
boots! They are great for
slipping on and heading out
into the yard!

Route 66 also now

stocks snake gaitors and
snake boots.

You are also able to find
Badlands packs, and acces-
sories at Route 66.

Route 66 is also a Kene-
trek Boot dealer for Those
that Take the Trail Less
Traveled.

All Hunting and Fishing
License can be purchased
at Route 66 Sporting
Goods. Allegheny National
Forest ATV/OHM Trail per-
mits can also be purchased
at the store (only season
passes).

Did you know Route 66
has a canning section!? Be
sure to stop in and get your
lids, bands, and canners
made by Wisconsin Alu-
minum Foundry! Route 66
also has a large selection of
LEM grinders and acces-
sories, including the juicer
attachment and screens!
Along with the grinders
Route 66 has the MaxVac
sealers and New for 2025
the vacuum chambers as
well as the bags for all mod-
els!

The year 2024 proved to
be another interesting year
and we are thankful for all
of our customers continued
support. We at Route 66 are
always placing orders and
trying to get product in dur-
ing these crazy times.

Mark those calendars!
The Open house is Christ-
mas in July this year! July
25, 26, and 27 stop in for
storewide sales!

The store is open seven
days a week. Monday -
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat-
urday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Sunday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
They can also be found on
Facebook and Instagram.

Jonathan Bailey

best care possible.

This year, they conduct-
ed an amniotic fluid
embolism (AFE) simula-
tion designed to mimic a
real-life event and to train
medical professionals to
test and develop their
skills and responses in a
controlled environment.
The multidisciplinary exer-
cise took place over a two-
day period and involved 60
staff members including

obstetricians, obstetric
nurses, and staff from
anesthesia, emergency
department, respiratory

therapy, pharmacy, lab and
blood bank.

Q: What initiatives
will you be prioritizing
in the upcoming months
to enhance patient care
and services?

A: Now, we are focused
on the conversion of our
electronic medical record to
Epic, providing a single
EMR for both the hospital
and physician practices.
We are hopeful that this

By David A. Hollis

CLARION NEWsS Staff Writer

CLARION

Sometimes the best
things about a town are hid-
den in plain sight. The Liber-
ty House Restaurant is just
such a place.

“I think that’s our biggest
challenge is that people don’t
realize we're open to the pub-
lic,” said manager Roberta
S im p s o n |,
“You don’t need to be a mem-
ber to come in here.”

Located at 603 Liberty St
in Clarion inside the VFW
building, The Liberty House
Restaurant if a full-service
establishment offering cus-
tomers a wide range of appe-
tizer and meal options, with
alcohol available to card-car-

rying members. Simpson
added,
“The only time you would

have to show a card is if you
wanted an alcoholic drink
during your dinner. You or
somebody in your party has
to be a member.”

The restaurant offers a
classic menu from breakfast
to burgers, broasted chicken,
wings, fish, fries, salads and
baskets, an assortment of

project, named UPMC
Bridges, will enhance the
patient experience,
improve collaboration with
the offices and the hospital,
and provide better service
to our patients.

Q: What are you look-
ing forward to for the
rest of the year?

A: For the remainder of
the year, I'm looking for-
ward to continuing to work
with the incredible team
and getting to know the
staff and our community
leaders better.

Q: How do you envi-
sion the future of UPMC
Northwest in the next
five years?

A: At UPMC Northwest,
we will continue to focus on
workforce  development
and staff recruitment. We
will innovate and strive for
clinical excellence. We will
continue to invest in tech-
nology and infrastructure
to ensure we are providing
our community with top-
notch care.l

Clarion’s best kept
secret—The Liberty
House Restaurant

beverage options and much
more. Simpson remarked,

“We have daily specials,
we have a soup, salad and
dessert bar on Fridays. And
all of our soups are home-
made.”

Daily specials include the
“Poor Man’s Breakfast,”
which is one egg, two strips of
bacon or sausage and toast
for only $3.95, or the Liberty
House Burger with fries for
$12.95.

“We also do catering and
events like birthday parties,

weddings, anything like
that.”
Another noteworthy

event, Simpson added, is
their Veterans picnic on
August 16 at Clarion County
Park.

“That’s a busy time for us
and it’'s always a great
turnout.”

Hours are Tuesday
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 2
p-m., Fridays at 8 a.m. to 8
p-m., Saturdays from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., and Sundays 8 a.m.
to noon. Closed Mondays.

Gift certificates are also
available. Follow The Liberty
House Restaurant on Face-
book for more information
and specials.ll

Proudly serving Clarion area for
54 Years!
Thank you to our loyal customers!
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CARPET BARN

SINCE 1971

#

Service, Service, Service = Red Carpet Treatment!

ik T

Sou F‘ifth Avé.
CLARION
814-226-7332

Monday - Friday 9-5
Closed Saturday and Sunday

www.clarioncarpetbarn.com
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Independence Health system offers expert care, here

Submitted article

MONROE TWP. — As
the third largest health sys-
tem in the region, Indepen-
dence  Health  System
remains committed to serv-
ing its communities as it
enhances access to high-
quality healthcare across
Western Pennsylvania. With
clinical expertise in cardiolo-
gy, cardiothoracic surgery,
cancer care, orthopedics,
women’s care, stroke care
and more, the system con-
tinues to advance the
boundaries of medicine in
the region.

Over the past year, Inde-
pendence Health System
expanded access to specialty
services in the Clarion area,
including bariatric weight
loss consultations, plastic
and reconstructive surgery,
pulmonary rehabilitation,
Mohs micrographic surgery,
and enhanced access to vas-
cular, electrophysiology and

neral surgery specialists.
ec nological
advancements

Earlier this year, Clarion
Hospital introduced new
MRI technology, improving
patient comfort and diag-
nostic accuracy. Indepen-
dence Health System also
expanded access to its lung
cancer screening program in
Butler and Clarion through
the Advanced Lung Center,

and Butler @ Memorial
installed the Johnson &
Johnson MedTech’s

MONARCH platform - a
robotic bronchoscopy system
that enhances precision in
obtaining tissue samples for
the biopsy of lung nodules.
Cardiovascular
excellence

Clarion Hospital recently
celebrated 20 years of con-
tinuous echocardiography
accreditation from the Inter-
societal Accreditation Com-
mission (IAC); a milestone
achieved by only 77 facilities
nationwide. The system per-
forms more than 32,000
echocardiograms annually
across its five hospitals -
Butler Memorial, Clarion,
Frick, Latrobe and West-
moreland — all of which are
IAC-accredited.
Expanded services at
Trinity Point

The Health and Wellness

Center at Trinity Point con-
tinues to grow, offering
patients access to high-qual-
ity care in one convenient
location. Services include:

v Cardiology

v Cardiothoracic sur-
gical consultations

v Electrophysiology

v Vascular surgical
consultations
v/ Cardiac & Pul-

monary Rehabilitation

v Primary care

v Pulmonology

v Food Institute and
Lifestyle Coaching

v Walk-in laboratory,
X-ray and EKG Services

v Women’s care and
women’s imaging.

The Family Medicine
Residency Clinic at Trinity
Point welcomes four new
residents in July and offers
walk-in services Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 10
a.m., including wellness
checks, flu shots, care for
minor injuries, and more.

The Women’s Imaging
Center provides walk-in 3D
Mammography  services
every Wednesday from noon
to 4 p.m. Walk-in laboratory
services, X-ray, and EKG
services are available week-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Lifestyle Coaching semi-
nars are available in person,
virtually and on demand -
free to the community.
Healthcare professionals
lead these evidence-based
courses. For more informa-
tion, visit www.indepen-
dence.health/services/lifesty
le-coaching/.

Cancer care in Clarion

In September, the Clari-
on Hospital Cancer Center
hosted its 21st annual Light
Up Night at the Clarion
Eagle’s Pavilion, honoring
patients, caregivers and
community supporters.
Since 2003, the center has
provided outpatient medical
oncology services, including
chemotherapy and state-of-
the-art radiation therapy. It
is accredited by the Ameri-
can College for Radiation
Oncology through its APEx
program.

In June 2025, the Cancer
Center introduced a new
treatment option to help
patients experiencing dis-

comfort from osteoarthritis:
low-dose radiation therapy.
This non-invasive treat-
ment option is administered
twice a week over a three-
week period and is designed
to reduce inflammation and
improve joint function.

Patients may be eligable
if they:

@® Are over the age of
50

@® Have experienced
osteoarthritis symptoms for
more than three months

@® Have not under-
gone joint relacement for
the affected joint

® Continue to experi-
ence symptoms despite con-
servative management with
NSAIDs and/or physical
therapy

To learn more or deter-
mine eligability, contact the
Clarion Hospital Cancer
Center at 814-226-1970 or
speak with a healthcare
E{owder

reakthrough

Alzheimer’s care

In August of 2024, Inde-
pendence Health System
became the first in the
region to offer advanced
diagnostic and treatment
options for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. These services are
available at the Butler and
Westmoreland area cam-
puses, providing critical
support to patients and fam-
ilies facing this growing
health concern.

Leadership transitions

In 2025, the system
announced several leader-
ship transitions. Karen
Allen, president of Butler
Memorial and Clarion Hos-
pitals, retired in dJune.
Matthew Schnur, a Butler
native with a Doctor of
Pharmacy degree from
Duquesne University has
been named her successor.

Michael Sekhon was pro-
moted to Vice President of
Ancillary Services, oversee-
ing pharmacy, laboratory,
and radiology service lines
for the system. Chief Med-
ical Officer (CMO), Dr. Carol
Fox retired in dJune. Dr.
Michael Fiorina, who had
been serving as Associate
CMO for Butler Memorial
and Clarion Hospitals, has
been named her successor.

Independenc_te
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Submitted photo.

Earlier this year the Independence Health System Clarion Hospital unveiled its
state-of-the-art magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) technology and newly reno-
vated suite during a ribbon-cutting ceremony. In the above photo, from left, are:
Markelle Matthews, MRI technologist (Clarion Hospital); Jeff Mechling, director of
imaging services (Clarion and Butler Memorial Hospital); Karen Allen, president
(Clarion and Butler Memorial Hospital); Terri Sherry, Radiology and Imaging Services
Manager (Clarion Hospital) Dr. Michael Fiorina, CMO (Clarion and Butler Memorial
Hospital); Cindy Yarger, MRI technologist (Clarion Hospital); Leslie Walters, CNO
(Clarion and Butler Memorial Hospital); Scott Koscho, vice president, support ser-
vices (IHS); Matt Schnur, vice president of ancillary services (Clarion and Butler

Memorial Hospital)

Anthony Cancro was
named Chief Development
Officer, overseeing the four
hospital foundations, and
Kelley Skoloda was appoint-
ed Chief Marketing and
Communications Officer for
the system.

Clarion Hospital
Foundation

The Clarion Hospital
Foundation is dedicated to
supporting and enhancing
quality health care, educa-
tion, and overall community
wellness through various
projects and services. The
generosity of donors and
supporters has enabled the
Foundation to assist Clarion
Hospital in its mission over
many years. Contributions,
sponsorships, and donations
have funded numerous ini-
tiatives. Highlights of 2025
include:

¢ Handbags for

At Independence Health System,

we're neighbors caring for neighbors-

bringing expert care to your community so your family
can access specialized health services, right here at home.

Comprehensive services include:
« Walk-in 3D mammograms every Wednesday
« Heart, lung and vascular services, with cardiac rehab

» Primary care and walk-in visits

» Walk-in lab, X-ray, and EKG at Trinity Point

+ Advanced imaging and MRI
+ Dermatology and Mohs skin cancer surgery
« Concussion care

« Comprehensive cancer treatment
+ Multi-million-dollar renovation of Clarion Hospital’s Emergency Department
+ Orthopedics, OB/GYN, urology and pulmonary medicine

« Robotic bronchoscopy for lung cancer diagnosis, available in Butler

Schedule your care by calling
833-602-2273.

if Independence

HEALTH SYSTEM

Expert Care.

Chad Hendrickson, MD
Dermatology & Mohs Surgery
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Here.

Health designer purse bingo
event raised more than
$20,000 to support the Clar-
ion Hospital Ambulance
Fund. Clarion Hospital
EMS responds to approxi-
mately 7,300 requests annu-
ally, covering 750 square
miles. Due to the aging fleet,
replacing a 2005 ambulance
was identified as a high pri-
ority. In April, the Founda-
tion transferred over
$90,000 to the hospital to
aid in the purchase of a new
ambulance and EMS equip-
ment. The funding was
made possible through the
success of the Handbags for
Health events and the gen-
erous support of community
members and organizations.

4 In partnership with
the Clarion Rotary, the
Foundation held their bian-
nual Multiphasic Blood
Screening in early May, rais-

ing more than $23,000. Over
250 community members
and staff participated in the
screening which offered 60 +
blood panel tests.

¢ The 2024 Clarion
Hospital Foundation Golf
Tournament raised over
$27,000 to support hospital
initiatives that serve the
community. The 2025 tour-
nament, titled “Driving Fore
Community Health,” is
scheduled for July 25 at
Clarion Oaks Golf Club.
Team registrations and
sponsorships are currently
being accepted.

¢ Healthcare and
nursing scholarships pro-
vided through the Founda-
tion assisted eleven area
high school students and
one college student pursu-
ing a career in the medical
field.

See IHS, Page 7

Dr. Freenock

Thomas Freenock, MD

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation,
Credentialed Impact Consultant

Learn more at www.independence.health
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Top Tier Federal Credit Union celebrates 85 years

Submitted article

MONROE TWP. — Ear-
lier this year, Top Tier Fed-
eral Credit Union celebrat-
ed its 85th anniversary.
The Credit Union’s story
began on February 6, 1940,
when nine employees of
the Owens-Illinois Glass
Plant in Clarion signed the
organization certificate of
Clarion Onized Federal
Credit Union. From this
small group, a credit union
to serve the needs of the
Owens-Illinois employees
was formed. Today, the
Credit Union has over
16,500 members across 13
Northwestern Pennsylva-
nia Counties.

Over the years, the
Credit Union has wit-
nessed remarkable growth
in terms of asset size,
membershlp eligibility and
service offerings. The origi-
nal office of the Credit
Union was located in the
lower level of the Owens-
Illinois Glass Plant. A
branch was eventually
built on Wood Street, just
down the street from the
Owens-Illinois plant. In
the Summer of 2009, the
Board of Directors decided
that it was time to expand
the Credit Union’s physical
presence once again as it
had outgrown the Wood
Street office. This led to the
construction and opening
of the modern-day Clarion
location at 144 Holiday Inn
Road. The Credit Union
opened the Brookville
Branch in May of 2015 fol-
lowed by the Cranberry
Branch in October of 2020.

In early 2021, the Cred-
it Union expanded its char-
ter from four counties to 13
counties in Northwestern
PA and acquired land for
future branch locations in
Butler and Hermitage.

On August 1, 2022,
Clarion Federal Credit
Union officially changed its
name to Top Tier Federal
Credit Union. The name
change reflects the Credit

Union’s strategic goal to
modernize, expand and
offer top tier service to its
credit union members.

In November of 2023,
the Butler Branch of Top
Tier Federal Credit Union

opened.
In August of 2024, the
former Klingensmith’s

Healthcare Building in
Clarion was purchased for
future expansion. Accord-
ing to CEO, Mark A. Lauer,
“The expansion is not just
about needing more space.
It’s a testament to Top
Tier’s commitment to
exceeding member expec-
tations and cementing its
status as a leading finan-
cial institution in the
region.”

Late Summer 2025 will
mark the opening of a fifth
branch in Hermitage, PA.

Throughout its eighty-
five years, one thing that
has never changed is the
Credit Union’s mission to
take care of its members.
“Because credit wunions
work for their members,
not stockholders, the objec-
tive is to take care of and
do what is best for the
membership which trans-
lates into lower fees, lower
loan rates and higher
returns on saving prod-
ucts,” Lauer stated. He con-
tinued, “The focus of credit
unions is on their mem-
bers’ financial well-being.
That member-centric
approach is what credit
union members appreciate
and benefit from.”

The organization is
guided by a volunteer
Board of Directors: Debo-
rah Boyles, Board Presi-
dent, Nancy Kadunce, Vice-
President, Sherry Kahle,
Board Secretary, Gary Wol-
bert, Treasurer, Todd Mac-
Beth, Michael Meals, Betsy
Stewart, Linda Pappas and
David Fleming. The execu-
tive officers of the organi-
zation are Mark A. Lauer,
CEO, Chris Duncan, Exec-
utive Vice President and

Chief Lending Officer and
Lynne Griffith-Gagnon,
Executive Vice President
and Chief Operations Offi-
cer.

Top Tier is committed to
understanding and
addressing the unique
financial needs of members
and strives to create a per-
sonalized and welcoming
environment. Top Tier Fed-
eral Credit Union is a full-
service credit union provid-
ing financial services to
both consumers and com-
mercial entities with a
variety of products. The
Credit Union offers sav-
ings and checking
accounts, term certificates,
IRAs, Christmas Clubs,
Vacation Clubs and youth
accounts. The lending
department specializes in
auto, home equity, recre-
ational, equipment, per-
sonal and mortgage loans.
The mortgage team has
over 30 years of combined
experience. When financ-
ing a mortgage at the
Credit Union, the mort-
gage loan originators will
help you navigate the
entire process. Top Tier
also offers business
accounts and loans.

“We look at the whole
picture when working with
members for loans. We
have products to help
members build and repair
their credit,” Lauer stated.

Members of the Credit
Union enjoy a wide variety
of complimentary services
including modern digital
amenities for keeping up
with today’s fast-paced
world like mobile and
online banking. While
members can utilize digital
services, the member ser-
vice representatives will
always take the time to
assist them with their
financial needs.

In addition to being a
resource for its members,
the Credit Union is also an
active partner in the local
communities that they
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CLARION NEWS photo by Ryan S. Pugh.

Pictured above is the Top Tier Credit Union Branch located on Holiday Inn Road

in Monroe Township.

serve. “We have worked
with a number of local
organizations and schools
to develop a financial liter-
acy program for young
adults called Credit 101,”
stated Roz Greggs, Market-
ing Manager. “Our staff
will present Credit 101 and
speak to students, educat-
ing them about finances. It
was a need that we recog-
nized for area youth, and
we have enjoyed working
with hundreds of local
young adults.” The Board
of Directors also awards
five $1,000 scholarships to
selected high school, col-
lege and technical school
students. The ‘Project
Backpack’ campaign which
helps local underprivileged
youth is a consistent
source of pride for the

Credit Union. The Project
Backpack program will cel-
ebrate its 18th year this
month.

Top Tier has been recog-
nized by Callahan and
Associates as #1 in PA for
Return to the Member in
its asset class. It has also
been named a 10x Credit
Union, a designation that
is awarded to credit unions
in the top 1-percent in the
nation who deliver the
most balanced and consis-
tent results and are posi-

tioned for continued
growth and service to
members.

A unique benefit that
Top Tier is proud to offer to
its members is the Special
Bonus Dividend program.

Over the past nine
years, the Credit Union

has paid $2.95 million dol-
lars to members through
this program.

The Special Bonus Divi-
dend given to members
either increases the mem-
ber’s return on their sav-
ings or reduces their cost of
borrowing.

From an original nucle-
us of nine members; from
$100 in assets; from the
corner of someone’s desk or
lathe, over the course of
eighty-five years, what
began as an organization
for a singular employee
group has evolved into a
community mainstay. Top
Tier is grateful for their
members, the communities
they call home and the
dedication and hard work
of their employees and
Board of Directors.H

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEwWS

ELK TWP.

Racing returned to the
Knox Raceway on Sunday,
May 25 with a program
featuring  the FAST
Winged 410 Sprint Car
Series and RUSH Sprint
Car Series (non-wing), as
well as mini stocks and
ATV/UTYV races.

That event was followed
by a demolition derby and
100-lap enduro a month
later (June 21).

Prior to the show on
Memorial Day weekend,
the three-quarter-mile clay
oval last hosted a full pro-
gram of racing during June
2023, abruptly closing that
July.

Said Brian Steinman,
who bought the former
Sportsman’s Speedway in
fall 2021 with wife Brian-
na, “We had some races up
to the concerts [the venue
hosted two country con-
certs on July 14-15, 2023]
and we weren't getting
people in. You can only lose

[money] for so long on that
type of deal. I just got frus-
trated after the concerts
and said, ‘Enough is
enough.”

When the Steinmans
bought the track, it had sat
unused since 2015.
Because of this, they made
significant improvements
so racing could resume in
2022, including installing
new fencing and lighting,
replacing the guardrails
along the front stretch
with Jersey barriers, and
updating access to the pit
area.

In spring 2023 the rac-
ing surface was improved,
banking added to the turns
and certain areas of the
oval widened.

“After sitting a couple
years [the raceway], I
wanted to see something
done with it,” reported
Steinman. “I have a friend
that helped me down there,
Kevin Thomas [the track’s
assistant manager], he was
kind of on me the last cou-
ple of years to at least give
it a go again on a small

scale and keep it simple.

“Since I wanted to see it
used again, we came to the
consensus of doing three
nights of racing and a
demolition derby.”

Because the grounds
and facilities were main-
tained following the track’s
most recent closure, it did
not fall into disrepair, mak-
ing the decision to start
racing again perhaps easi-
er.

Two other sprint car
shows are scheduled this
season — Sunday, July 13
and Sunday, Sept. 14.

Hot laps are scheduled
for 5 p.m., with opening
ceremonies following at 6
p-m. Steinman believes the
entire racing program,
which will also include
mini-stocks competing in
SCRA-sanctioned events,
should be completed within
three hours.

Sprint cars weigh
approximately 1,400
pounds and have power-
plants capable of generat-
ing anywhere from 350
horsepower (the RUSH

Clarion Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star

By David A. Hollis

CLARION NEws Staff Writer

CLARION

Founded in 1850 by
Robert Morris, the Order of
the Eastern Star (OES) is an
appendant body of Freema-
sonry open to both men and
women.

Morris, a poet and devout
Freemason himself, wanted
to open up the teachings of
Freemasonry to everyone
without giving away its cher-
ished rites and practices. So,
along with his wife, Morris
developed a system that uti-
lizes the stories of five
female figures found in the
Old and New Testament, to
serve as moral compasses in
life, with each heroine repre-
senting a specific virtue.

The stated mission of the
OES is “to make a positive
difference in the world with
charitable works, lasting
friendships, and loving kind-
ness to all mankind.” The
organization accomplishes
this through various charita-
ble events and fundraising
activities, with the Clarion
Chapter raising nearly
$900,000.

The Clarion Chapter No.
267 of the Pennsylvania
OES, which has celebrated
106 years since its charter
on May 14 1919, operates
from Clarion Lodge No.277
located at 515 Main Street.
Current appointed officers
are Heather Seigworth, Wor-
thy Matron; Chuck Young,
Worthy Patron; Janet Stew-
art, Associate Matron; Joan
Kriebel, Secretary; Betty
Sigworth, Treasurer.

Membership in the OES
is open to any man or
woman of good moral char-

acter, who profess belief in a
Supreme Being, and holds
some type of Masonic affilia-
tion. Men must be Master
Masons in good standing,
while women need be relat-
ed to a Freemason by either
birth, marriage, or adoption.

For more information
about the Pennsylvania
Order of the Eastern Star
visit its website at paoes.org,
or for contact information
regarding the Clarion Chap-
ter of the OES, email the
Pennsylvania Grand Secre-
tary at gs@paoes.org.ll
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Knox Country
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series) to 900 horsepower
(the FAST series). With
cars that light and engines
that large, speeds of over
100 miles-per-hour can be
easily reached depending
upon track conditions and
configuration.

“We picked sprint cars
for all three of our race
nights [May, July, and Sep-
tember] because that’s big.
I feel like it draws the most
people,” observed Stein-
man. “I'm kind of partial
toward the 410s, that’s
what I ran [before suffer-
ing an injury at Lernerville
Speedway in 2012]. When
you hear those babies come
to life, you can usually see
eyes open up pretty wide.”

“I know most of the
guys [sprint car drivers],
they helped me out when I
got hurt. It’s a big family,
there’s a lot of local guys
and we’ll get a lot of good
cars from outside the
area.”

Racing returns to Knox Raceway

Mini stocks, similar in
appearance to small family
sedans, are 2,200-pound
cars outfitted with four-
cylinder engines matching
the vehicle brand.

Relayed Steinman,
“They’re kind of really
growing nationally [mini
stocks]. They have a big
following locally, within a
couple hour radius.”

General admission is
$15 for each of the upcom-
ing events, with pit passes
available for $30. Admis-
sion for children 13-and-
under is $10. Those 3-and-
under are free.

Concessions are avail-
able on-site.

“We have the best bang
for the buck when you
come to the track. You’ll
see competitive action,”
said Steinman. “We're

going to have a three-hour
show — if you have to be at
work on Monday morning,
you can make work on time

and not be up till the mid-
dle of the night. We’ll have
good local participation
[drivers].”

“We try to involve the
whole family. It’s family-
oriented all the way
through. We try to make it
a nice experience all the
way around.”

Though the track will
be hosting events this sum-
mer, it’s still for sale, the
turn-key operation listed
at $450,000.

Noted Steinman, “If
somebody is interested in
the raceway they can con-
tact me. If somebody wants
to rent the track or do
something  themselves,
they want to explore other
options, like a concert or a
race, they're more than
welcome.”

For additional informa-
tion about the raceway and
upcoming events, see its
Facebook page (Knox Race-
way).ll

Celebrating our 85th Anniversary
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Over the course of eighty-five years, from an original group of
9 members to over 16,500 today, what began as an
organization for a singular employee group has evolved into a
community mainstay, made possible by the dedication and
support of our Board of Directors, our Staff and our Members.
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CRBC is the OG of Clarion microbreweries —

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEWS

CLARION
Clarion’s original
microbrewery, Clarion

River Brewing Company
(CRBC), is celebrating its
10th anniversary in
2025. Not only was CRBC
the first microbrewery in
the immediate Clarion-
area, but it remains the
only one to feature a full-
service restaurant.

Bryan Smith, co-own-
er of CRBC with Jeremy
Borkowski, is excited
about both the food and
beer at the establishment
on 600 Main Street, giv-
ing credit to chef Brian
Gonzalez and brewmas-
ter Devin Smith, respec-
tively.

Talking about Gonza-
lez, who has been CRBC’s
chef for approximately
three years, Smith said,
“He’s got a very diverse
history. He helped wus
revitalize our new menu,
which came out in the
spring of 2025. He’s been
working with local
providers, we’re trying to
incorporate a lot more
local options as far as
what we have on the
menu and in the fea-
tures.

“He’s creative, he puts
out the types of food we
know have sold well for
years, but he puts his
own spin on everything.
He’s keeping things
fresh, trying new things
that could potentially
become staples. He’s
received great feedback,
‘Wow, your food has never
been this good, this con-
sistent.” He produces
quality food time-in and
time-out.”

Smith continued, pro-
viding a  thumbnail
sketch of the current
menu, “We still definitely
have a fairly extensive
menu. We've scaled back
on our features, [we
have] anywhere from
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three-to-four features on
a weekly basis. We're still
doing either a burger or
sandwich of the week.
There’s always a local
beef option and one or
two things that we have
seasonally.”

CRBC offers a variety
of beers, including flag-
ships such as Golden
Eagle Pilsner — a light,
easy drinking lager — and
1841 Amber Lager — a
roasty, multi-brown — as
well as more seasonal
brews.

Making sure the brew-
ery’s 12 taps are supplied
with high quality beer is
brewmaster Devin
Smith, who earned a cer-
tificate in brewing and
fermentation science
from Penn College of
Technology (PCT) during
May 2024.

As to what she
learned at PCT, Devin
relayed, “Everything and
anything that is perti-
nent to brewing — raw
materials, the microbiol-
ogy of yeast, the biome-
chanics of the brewing
process, the mechanics of
the brewing equipment —
pretty much everything
that is brewing or brew-
ery adjacent.

“People would be sur-
prised at the depth of
brewing, the math and
science. It’s a very pre-
cise art, there’s a lot of
math and science that
goes into brewing a beer.”

Though there were
established recipes for
the brewery’s flagships,
Devin has incorporated
her own ideas into their
brewing process, as well
as created new offerings.

“I’ll be thinking about
wanting to incorporate
an ingredient or I think
about what I would want
to drink, how I would
want a flavor profile to
be” relayed Devin on the
creative aspects of brew-
ing. “From there, I back-
track and Dbuild my

recipes off of, ‘What do I
want?”

“I truly feel that every
time I release a new beer,
I'm releasing a new piece
of art.”

As brewmaster, Devin
believes making a high
quality product is para-
mount.

“It’s a tough time in
our industry right now,
consumers are getting to
a point where they’re not
necessarily tolerating a
lesser quality product,”
she observed. “The high-
er the quality the product
and the more consistent-
ly good it is, the more
likely your customers are
going to continue coming
back.”

Two of Devin’s beers
recently garnered recog-
nition, winning medals at
the Denver International
Beer Competition — a sil-
ver in the British Brown
Ale category for her
Leatherwood beer and a
bronze in the Belgian
Tripel category for a
brew she calls Liquid
Long Johns.

On the significance of
winning those awards,
she said, “It means I am
on the right path, I'm
doing what I should be
doing, especially so early
on in my tenure as head
brewer. You don’t normal-
ly hear of brewers within
their first year or two
winning international
awards and having that
recognition in the indus-
try. To me, it’s definitely
a sign that I’'m doing
okay.”

In early June Devin
was voted president for
the Pittsburgh district of
the Master Brewers
Association of the Ameri-
cas, an organization
focused on making
knowledge and education
pertaining to continued

quality improvement
more accessible to brew-
ers.

In addition to its loca-
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Pictured above is CRBC Brewmaster Devin Smith.

tion on Main Street,
CRBC has, for a third
consecutive year, opened
a seasonal spot in Cook
Forest at the edge of
MacBeth’s Cabins’s park-
ing lot.

“Things are rolling up

there,” reported Bryan.
“I've made small
improvements every

year. Last year I put on a
deck, this year I put a
roof over the deck.”

“This year the weath-
er’s been terrible, so it’s
been a little bit of a
rough start. We're even-
tually going to have sum-
mer, I hope.”

At The FUN Bank, we know that some people prefer to
do their banking all in person. We also know that some
people prefer the convenience and ease of digital
banking. That's why we will always offer bothl

Personal Banking Services
Personal Checking Account

Personal NOW Interest Checking Account

Money Market Account
Personal Investment Account
Personal Savings Account
Christmas Club Account
Certificate of Deposits (CDs)

Individual Retirement Account (IRAs)

Business Banking Services
Business Checking Account

Business NOW Interest Checking Account

Money Market Account
Business Investment Account
Business Savings Account
Certificate of Deposits (CDs)

100% ALL LOCAL BANK - Neighbors serving neighbors since 1909
®X @ fun-bank.com

Fryburg © Oil City * New Bethlehem ® Franklin ® Clarion ® Cranberry =

Member

FDIC

Lending Services
Residential Mortgages

Commercial Loans
Commercial Lines of Credit

Personal Loans
Personal Lines of Credit

Home Equity Lines of Credit

Automobile Loans
ATV /Other Vehicle Loans

Digital Banking
Internet Banking, Mobile Banking

Mobile Deposit

Remote DeposVr Capture,
Bill Pay, Zelle® ,My Cards,

Alerts, Digital Wallet
Phone Banking

The fact that CRBC
has been around for 10
years is not something
the Smiths take lightly.

“Being on Main Street
in downtown Clarion and
having been here so long,
we’ve become ingrained

in the community,” con-
tributed Devin. “It’s
important that we're

interactive and collabo-
rative with the communi-
ty, just making sure that
we’re keeping our roots.”

Added Bryan, “I think
we’ve become a corner-
stone of the community.
We think we’re a great
option for both high qual-

EQUAL HOUSING
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CLARION NEWS photo by Kenn Staub.

ity food, high quality bev-
erages, and a great
atmosphere you can just
relax and enjoy yourself
in.”

CRBC is open Monday
through Thursday 4 p.m.
to 9 p.m.; Friday and Sat-
urday 11:30 a.m. to 9:30
p-m.; and Sunday 11:30
a.m. to 8 p.m.

For more information
on CRBC, including a
menu and beer list, see
its Facebook page (Clari-
on River Brewing Com-
pany), Instagram (@clari-
onriverbrew), or website
(https://www.clarion-
riverbrew.com/).l
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The Drawing Room—bringing community together one cup at a time

By David A. Hollis

CLARION NEws Staff Writer

KNOX

When Angela Apel found
herself dreaming about open-
ing a coffee shop, it was her
husband who gave her the
nudge she needed to turn the
vision into reality.

“He said, “You keep talk-
ing about it and don’t do any-
thing, so that was my kick in
the butt to do something
about it.” She joked.

Located at 654 Popetown
Road in Knox, walking into
The Drawing Room evokes a
feeling more akin to entering
a welcoming home rather
than a café, but, as Apel
explained, that was exactly
her intention for the “Com-
munity Coffeehouse.”

“T always said to my hus-
band, ‘We need a place where
people can come and sit and
have a cup of coffee and a
conversation, a place where
homeschoolers can sell their
books, where people can
meet outside of their church
to hold Bible studies or teach
classes. The coffee and sand-
wiches are just the starting
point—the real vision is to
bring people together, to
spend time and learn from
one another.”

Opened in August of
2024, the spacious shop was
once a historic home previ-
ously owned by a local
teacher.

“We've always loved old
homes,” Apel said, “There

was a historic home in
Emlenton we looked at first,
and my husband has
restored several houses in
Fredericksburg, Virginia, but
when we found this place, I
knew what I was looking for,
it was perfect—the kitchen
was still from the 1940s or
‘60s and hadn’t even been
redone.”

Aside from the large
lounge area and cozy
ambiance, the home has two
rooms available to rent on
the upstairs floor for meet-
ings or small gatherings,
which again, fits perfectly
with Apel’s vision.

“The name ‘The Drawing
Room’ has a few meanings,”
Apel explained. “It’s about
drawing people together. It’s
also the traditional name for
the living room—a place
where people gathered to
play games, talk, and spend
time with each other, and it
means drawing people
towards Christ so it can
mean a lot of different
things.”

The Drawing Room offers
a full menu of espresso
drinks, Americanos, lattes,
drip and pour-over coffee, hot
teas, smoothies, and a variety
of breakfast and lunch
options like a chicken salad
croissant, grilled Reuben, or
the “trainwreck grilled
cheese,” with maple whisky
bacon, caramelized onions
and gouda cheese.

Additionally, all pastries
are made fresh in-house,

including fan favorites like
cinnamon rolls, banana
muffins, and scones. Even
the sourdough is made from
scratch. Apel added,

“Our drink specials each
month center on a different
family read-aloud which we
encourage families to read
and discuss together. June
was the book “Strawberry
Girl” by Lois Lenski and fea-
tured drinks that showcased
strawberry and tropical fla-
vors like coconut and guava.”

Despite her success in
launching a coffeehouse, Apel
admits she didn’t come from
a food service background.
“m a teacher,” she said.
“Last year I got my Master’s
degree in Classical Educa-
tion, which is very different
from modern education, so I
wanted to share that with
the community. It has noth-
ing to do with coffee.” she
joked.

So to help bridge that
gap, Apel partnered with
Commonplace Coffee to train
both herself and her staff.

Looking ahead, Apel
hopes the café continues to
grow as a creative and collab-
orative space.

“I'm always looking for
people who want to host
classes, book clubs, poetry
nights, or open mic nights,”
she said. “We already have a
writers’ group that meets on
Saturdays. I'd love to see
musicians playing on the
porch someday,” Apel said,
adding,
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Angela Apel, owner of The Drawing Room Community Coffeehouse, says her recent-
ly opened café is much more than a cup of coffee or a sandwich, but a place where
people can fruly come together to learn, inspire or simply connect with each other.

“Almost ten years ago my
son was in an accident and
lost his arm, and the commu-
nity did so much for our fam-
ily, so this is just a small way

of giving back.”

Summer hours are Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 2
p-m., and Tuesday and

Thursday from 7 a.m. to 5
p-m. Closed Sundays. Follow
The Drawing Room Commu-
nity Coffeehouse on Face-
book.l

Tionesta

Staff

Today, eight members of
the Schmader family (Garry,
Larry, Kyle, Keane, Cory,
Kristian, Sophia and Harri-
son) work at the two stores
and are joined by two addi-
tional full-time employees.

“Even though we are all
related, long standing (good)
employees are the corner-
stone of knowledge and expe-
rience which makes a big dif-
ference when it comes to
being well versed in different
products. Having all the
boys grow up in this business
makes a huge difference
when it comes to selling. We
strive to do our very best
with customer service,” Kris-
tian said. “The friendly and
knowledgeable atmosphere
we provide is one of our
strong suits. Our employees
are not only well versed in
the products we sell but,
more often than not, have
installed them. The boys
have an easier time than
most visualizing and relay-
ing ideas for remodeling pro-
jects. That’s from lots of
experience and probably why
our company is somewhat
unique in this day and age.”
What’s Going On
Today - Shop Local
and Save!

We still hear people say
they’re having trouble find-
ing building materials? Are
the tariffs affecting prices?
Some cases yes, some no.
Believe it our not, TIONES-
TA BUILDERS SUPPLY can
help!

The supply chain has pre-
sented unique challenges for
TIONESTA  BUILDERS
SUPPLY. The main obstacle
is finding what you need in a
timely manner and a fair
price. Now is a good time to
buy! TIONESTA
BUILDERS SUPPLY has
found many ways around
product shortages and long
lead times. We have a great
deal of options when is come
to finding alternative goods
to fill our customers’ needs.
We encourage customers to
plan early for future projects.
That’s meant customers
were ready to get a jump on
good weather projects this
spring. And now we're
telling customers to plan for
their fall projects now, even
though it’s hard to think of
fall coming any time soon.
Market Area

“We service a large area,
typically within a 60 mile
radius of our locations in
Tionesta and Shippenville.
But, we always like to say all
our trucks have wheels and
we'll go basically anywhere,
because we do!” Said Krist-
ian who is the son of Garry
Online Presence

We manage a website,
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram pages.

The website: www.tion-
estabuilders.us is an interac-
tive site featuring over
100,000 of the products we
carry. The best part is you
can order something online
and have it shipped directly
to your home. Or, if you'd
like, you can call us to order

Builders

and pick it up at one of our
stores with no shipping cost.

“Our Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram pages our
very useful for those looking
for remodeling ideas and
tips. We also showcase some
our customers’ finished pro-
jects and promote our latest
specials there. If you're look-
ing for a deal we just might
have something on sale
you're looking for,” Kristian

said. .
Goods and Services

What do we sell? What
do we do? Tionesta Builders
Supply is a true HOME
IMPROVEMENT CENTER,
and really the only stores in
the area with everything
home improvement in one
place. Actually two places —
Tionesta and Shippenville. It
really is worth a trip to Tion-
esta or shop in your back
yard in Shippenville just to
see what we have!

We always wanted to say:
“If we don’t have it, you don’t
need it!” Outside youll find a
lumber yard with all your
building needs to start and
finish your next project.
Inside you’ll find isles of
hardware, plumbing, paint,
moulding and more includ-
ing beautiful showrooms,
with the latest trends dis-
played. If you want ideas for
your next project, you really
need to stop and see us!

Many of our customers
don’t realize what we stock.
We currently have more than
30 tub and shower units on
stock, over 100 windows in
stock covering 30 common
sizes and usually more than
30 exterior doors on hand.
Some products are currently
on extended lead times, other
products are still readily
available.

howrooms, Show-
rooms, Showrooms

Kitchen and bath dis-
plays, more than 50 vanities
and more than 30 tub and
shower units, even curved
showers. Featuring displays
from: “Clarion Bathware”,
“Samuel Mueller”, “Maxx”
“Sterling” and “Swanstone”
to name a few. Also: Quartz,
granite, solid surface and
laminate  counter tops
too...pretty impressive.
We're now stocking ready-
made shower pans by “Fin
Pan” and “Palisade” water
proof wall tiles. We stock
nine colors...Building your
own customer shower just
got a whole lot easier.

Our KRAFTMAID CABI-
NETRY line is a custom cab-
inet line where you can get a
custom kitchen or bath with-
out paying the custom price.
Kraftmaid offers the “Aged
Finish”. It’s almost the look
of aged concrete. Reminis-
cent of worn, vintage furni-
ture passed down through a
few generations. Kraftmaid
says: “the entire kitchen can
feel completely old but it’s
new.”

The finishing techniques
Krafmaid uses are
unmatched. It’s called the
“Dura Kraft Plus” finishing
system, with a 14 step
process. It starts by selecting
the finest grade of American

Hardwoods and hand stain-
ing and detailing the cabi-
nets. Plus, they offer custom
color match. That’s the
Kraftmaid difference.

Kraftmaid has features
like: standard all plywood
construction and slow close
heavy duty drawers and
doors. More than 65 classi-
cally elegant finish options
competitors envy. Over 100
door styles, plus 200 luxuri-
ous storage solutions, and it’s
made in the USA. We like to
say KRAFTMAID is the
“Standard in custom cabi-
netry”! And of course, we
offer design and drawing ser-
vices.

Yes, we stock flooring!
All types of flooring imagin-
able: Carpet, ceramic tile,
hardwood goods, laminate
products and Luxury VINYL
PLANK FLOORING.

The luxury vinyl plank
and or tile flooring is the lat-
est and greatest fad in the
flooring industry. There are
over 100 styles and shades to
choose, and even look and
feel like wood or tile. The
best feature to the luxury
vinyl flooring is water can’t
hurt it TIONESTA
BUILDERS SUPPLY doesn’t
advertise 24 hour water pro-
tection, what kind of a guar-
antee is that. This product is
vinyl and water does not
affect it, it’s 100% waterproof.
No worries period, and it
wears like iron. And the best
part is we stock more than 10
colors at various price points.
If we don’t stock the color you
like we have 100’s more col-
ors and styles to choose.

Siding Products -
Factory direct pric-
ing!

v We carry an extensive
selection of siding products
and distribute a line of vinyl
siding direct from the manu-
facturer, which saves our cus-
tomers money...we have a
massive amount of samples
displayed so you can make
decisions easier!

v Traditional vinyl
siding with more than 15
lines and 25 colors to choose
from including those Cedar
and Deep Dark Colors...We
have vinyl siding options you
won’t see on display any-
where else, such as vinyl log
siding. We have a dozen dif-
ferent brands to choose from.
We buy siding “Factory
Direct” resulting in a better
price for our customers and
much better lead times.

v Wood siding...like
cedar lap goods

v Cement board siding
by “Hardi” and “Certainteed”

v PVC Siding includ-
ing “Celect” by Royal” and

“Everlast” composite

v Vinyl “River Rock”,
“Brick”, “Stacked Stone”,
“Scallops” and more...you
know the “Gingerbread” stuff

v Various vertical sid-
ing options to compliment
any style, including 20” wide
Double 10 Board-N-Batten

v The popular man-
made stone veneer products
like the traditional mortar
types from: “Pro-Via”, “Ply-
Gem” and “Apple Ridge” and
the ever increasingly popular
mortarless stone veneer by:
“Affinity”, “Versetta Stone”,
“Clip Stone” and “Adorn”.
These beautiful products can
be used outside or even
inside like around your fire-
place, an accent wall or your
entire home. And they look
real!

v If you stop in either
showroom you’ll see some of
these stone veneer products
on display. They are very
nice and easy to work with.
Tionesta Showroom

® Five years ago the
Tionesta store opened its sec-
ond floor sales area. Prod-
ucts of interest include:
AMMUNITION, REAL-
TREE clothing, hunting sup-
plies, PORTWEST working
wear including FR shirts,
heated clothes (jackets, vests,
socks, gloves, chairs, etc),
Ammo in assorted calibers,
LODGE cast iron cookware,
WESTON food processing
equipment, fishing gear
(poles, lures, etc), NEBO
flashlights, camping goods,
and more...it's worth seeing
for yourself. Make the trip to
Tionesta, it won’t disappoint!
Plus, it’s beautiful country
there.

Window and Doors

@ Doors or windows with
a million options, or so it
seems

& Steel or fiberglass
exterior doors...finished or
unfinished, fancy glass or no
glass at all.

¢ “Larson” storm
doors with custom sizes
available in a wide color
selection

& Patio doors by “Pel-
la”...that’s sliding doors,
swinging doors or even bi-
fold...in vinyl clad, aluminum
clad or fiberglass and about
100 colors to choose with
options ranging up to 24 feet
wide

& Interiors doors in
more styles than you can
imagine and pretty much
any wood species available.
We also handle a wide selec-
tion of the popular interior
barn style doors.

¢ New construction or
replacement windows avail-
able in wood or vinyl by:

LIST YOUR AUCTION WITH US TODAY!

Farm ¢ Livestock ° Antiques ¢ Estates
Business Liquidation ¢ Appraisals * Machinery

| Let us explain how the auction methods of marketing can work for you! |

Ay

"‘ﬁ'ﬁr‘

TobDD

BEICHNER

*AUCTIONEER*

Professional Auctioneers of Pennsylvania
2490 Lake Lucy Rd., Tionesta, PA 16353
(814) 354-2290

AU-002818-L

“Sprouse”, “Wincore”, “Vin-
winko” and “Pella”

¢ Stop in our show-
rooms for ideas
Decking products

¢ Tried and true treat-
ed lumber in a “Premium
Grade”

€ Over the years we've
found it more beneficial to
stock premium grade deck-
ing...it saves the customer
time and headache to just get
to best lumber the first time
around.

¢ Cedar lumber

¢ Maintenance
composite decking from:

¢ Timbertech, Azek,
Trex, Fiberon, Zuri by Royal
and Armadillo.. .just to name
a few

¢ Our displays show
you larger pieces...helping
you determine the wood-
grain pattern you desire that
much easier

& Lots of deck railing
options  too...Traditional
treated or Vinyl choices from
“Color Guard” & “Certain-
teed”, the very creative “Wild
Hog” railing system and com-
posite options from “Tim-
bertech’and even very
appealing aluminum options
in several different colors.

Power Tools/Outdoor
Goods

¢ We stock a wide
variety of corded and cord-
less power tools from: Maki-
ta, DeWalt, Bostich, Black &
Decker, Porter-Cable...to
name a few. “Hot Items” like
the cordless weed eaters,
chainsaws, push mowers
and hedge trimmers are very
useful and practical tools.
These manufacturers have
really come a long ways in
battery output.

& We stock Tarter
Farm & Ranch Products at
the Tionesta yard including:
Rock rakes, back blades, box
blades, rotary tillers, horse &
cattle feeders, gates and
more.

Roofing Products

® We Stock “Tamko’s
Titan” Architectural shingles

@® Better than life-time
warranty

® Steel Roofing & Sid-
ing — Factory direct pricing,
2-day lead times, cut to the
exact inch.

@® Metal Sales

@® Fabral

® ABC

free

From page 1

Hardware, plumbing,
electrical, paint
goods

v We are constantly
adding more and more hard-
ware to the stores

v Of course we stock:
PVC pipe, pex pipe, drain
pipe, culvert pipe, poly septic
and cistern tanks...basically
anything to do with plumb-
ing. “Delta”, “Moen”,
“Kohler”, “American Stan-
dard” are just a few of our
major brands.

v Like we said before
we stock lots of vanities and
everything that goes along
with the bathroom. Several
different commode options,
hot water tanks, shower
doors and more.

v “Zar” and “Flood”
exterior stains...now offering
more than 160 colors

v And don’t forget
about interior painting...we
stock “Rustoleum” acrylic
latex in pre-mixed colors to
suit your style! .
Heating — Burning
Dlspl.alvs in Ship-
penville: Stop in,
warm up!

v Vented and Vent-
free gas or propane fireplaces
and inserts. We display a
dozen burning units along
the lines of log-sets, fire box-
es and woodstove type.
They’re beautiful, economical
and the best part about them
is they work without electric-
ity...so you can still have
heat if the power is out in the
winter.

v Interior woodstoves
and pellet stoves: Free
standing and inserts. We
stock  several different
brands at our Tionesta loca-
tion. Stop and see one of our
heating showrooms today!

We get delivery of prod-
ucts virtually every day of
the week from one of our
manufacturers.

Stop and see us at one of
our showrooms. You'll be
pleasantly surprised at how
much you can save when you
shop local. TIONESTA
BUILDERS SUPPLY, we
have it all: Lumber/ply-
wood/OSB/trusses, treated or
composite decking, shingles
& steel roofing, flooring, sid-
ing/windows/doors, custom
kitchen/bath, plumbing/elec-
trical/paint and
hardware...just a few of the
things you find in our
stores!Hl

The most trusted name in collision repair!

Full Mechanical Service
Lifetime Collision Repair Warranty
Free Pickup and Delivery

Now Hiring

814-226-9468 - Mon.-Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8-4:30
Along Route 66 in Lucinda &
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Leeper Red & White helps

make customers feel at home
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By Aoife Salusky

CLARION NEwWs Staff Writer

LEEPER
In the heart of Leeper,
Pennsylvania, there’s a

small-town staple that’s
been serving up quality
meats, hearty hoagies, and
unbeatable hospitality for
nearly half a century. Leeper
Red & White, a family
owned business, has been
around for about 50 years,
and if you ask the locals, it’s
more than just a grocery
store. It’s a place where
employees feel like family
and customers are treated
like old friends.

Walking into Leeper Red
& White feels like stepping
into a place where everyone
knows your name. That’s
thanks to the tight-knit
crew of long-time employees
who help keep things run-
ning smoothly. Some have
been there for decades, and
that kind of loyalty shows in
the way they treat everyone
who walks through the door.
It’s this hardworking, close-
knit team that makes the
business feel more like a
home.

While it may be best
known for its impressive
meat section, Leeper Red &
White offers so much more.
For starters, there’s an in-
store hoagie shop that keeps
hungry customers happy
with made-to-order sand-
wiches. Whether you're
craving a classic Italian
hoagie or something a little
more adventurous, they've
got options for every taste.

The real star of the show
is the full-service meat
department. From thick-cut
bacon and juicy chicken
wings to  house-made
sausages that would
impress any grill master,
this place is a carnivore’s
dream come true. The team
is constantly adding new fla-
vors and fresh ideas to their
offerings, so there’s always
something new to try.

If you're in a rush or just
want an easy dinner solu-
tion, Leeper’s Red & White
is a perfect pit stop. The
store offers quick, high-pro-
tein meats that you can cook
up at home in no time. Or, if
you've just left a late-night

e

e

ballgame and don’t feel like
cooking, swing by the
hoagie shop for a delicious
and satisfying meal.

What makes Leeper Red
& White truly stand out,
though, is what happens
just outside its back doors.
On weekends, especially
during the warmer months,
the shop hosts a lively flea
market. Vendors from
around the area come to sell
antiques, crafts collectibles,
and homemade goods. It’s
the kind of event where
neighbors gather and kids
explore tables of treasures.

Owner Brian Schmader
says his favorite part of the
job is talking with people
every day. Getting to know
customers and seeing famil-
iar faces is the best part in
his opinion. It’s clear that
for Brian and his team, this
business is about more than
just food. It’s about connec-
tion.

Leeper Red & White is
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also known for giving back
to the community. Whether
it’s supporting local fire
departments and churches
or sponsoring Little League
baseball teams, they make
it a priority to invest in the
community that supports
them. Their commitment to
helping others is just anoth-
er reason why this small
business has stayed strong
through the years.

As the business grows
and stays busier than ever,
Brian and his team are
always on the lookout for
more helping hands, espe-
cially from the local commu-
nity. They love hiring local
teens and giving young peo-
ple the chance to learn valu-
able skills, earn a paycheck,
and become part of the Red
& White family. It’s a great
opportunity for high school
students to gain work expe-
rience while contributing to
a business that truly values
them.

CLARION NEWS photo by Aoife Salusky.
The deli counter is one of the trademarks of the Leeper Red & White located at
theintersection of State Route 66 and State Route 36.

For anyone dreaming
about starting their own
business someday, Brian
has some simple but power-
ful advice: “Start by doing
what you do best. Grow as
you go and don’t try to do
everything all at once.” It’s
advice that clearly worked
for him and it’s a reminder
that great things often start
small, with a lot of heart
and a strong work ethic.

Whether youre plan-
ning your next BBQ, crav-
ing a fresh hoagie, hoping to
score a flea market bargain,
or just want to support a
local business that cares,
Leeper Red & White is the
place to go. It’s more than
just a market; it’s a local
legend.

The Leeper Red & White
hours are Monday through
Friday 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sat-
urday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sun-
day 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
store’s phone number is
814-744-8811.1

Clarion region offers independent
living options for active seniors

Submitted article

CLARION There
comes a time in life when
maintaining a home, shovel-
ing snow, mowing the lawn
and paying utility bills all
become too much to handle.
When that happens, relocat-
ing to an independent living
community can alleviate
that stress while still allow-
ing the independence most
people covet. Residential liv-
ing communities have
become popular among
“snowbirds,” who go south
for the winter. These individ-
uals can travel without the
worry or stress of leaving
their homes unattended.

Penn Highlands WRC
Senior Services offers resi-
dential living communities
that cater to seniors.

The Villas at Water Run
and The Laurels at Laurel-
brooke Landing are continu-
ing care retirement commu-
nities where residents
purchase homes with the
peace of mind that they will
have access to many ameni-
ties and priority access to
other levels of care should
their healthcare or housing
needs change. They also will
receive a percentage of the
purchase price upon the sale
of the property.

The Villas at Water Run
is privately located within
the Water Run Landing
senior living community at
300 Water Run Road in Clar-
ion. The Villas provide lawn
care, snow removal, house-
keeping, home maintenance,
and personal emergency
response services. Property
taxes and property and lia-
bility insurance are paid by
the Villas, while residents
are required to carry person-
al property and liability
insurance. Amenities offered
include: fully equipped
kitchen and laundry; fitness
center and spa; beauty and
barber services; 24/7 mainte-
nance; and access to Penn
Highlands Healthcare ser-
vices.

“Many people find our
senior living options very

Submitted photo.

Pictured above is one of Penn Highlands WRC Senior Services homes at The Vil-

las at Water Run

appealing — particularly
because residents are offered
priority access to Highland
Oaks at Water Run, the
short stay rehab at WRC’s
McKinley Health Center at
Laurelbrooke Landing in
Brookville. They also receive
home care, home health, and
hospice services offered by
our health system,”
explained Anthony Nef-
stead, Nursing Home
Administrator for Penn
Highlands WRC Senior Ser-
vices.

In addition, for those who
would rather spend the day
reading or going out with
friends than cleaning the
gutters or staining the deck,
The Laurels is another
small, private residential
neighborhood for active
retirees. Just like the Villas
at Water Run, at The Lau-
rels, residents purchase
homes, enjoy the many
amenities and receive a per-
centage of the purchase price
upon the sale of the property.

Located in Brookville, The
Laurels is part of Laurel-
brooke Landing, which is sit-
uated on rolling farmland
with  beautiful country
views, yet just minutes from
shops and restaurants.

“We promote healthy
aging at The Laurels by
offering educational pro-
grams and free wellness
screenings. Residents enjoy

their retirement living in
these communities because
they can do the things they
want to do rather than the
home maintenance project
they would have to do living
elsewhere,” added Nefstead.

To learn more about
senior living options in the
Clarion region, visit
www.phhealthcare.org/wrc
or call 814-849-3615.1

v FREE ESTIMATES
v FULLY INSURED

CALL ANYTIME
814-498-2174
Cell: 814-657-2298
Toll Free at
1-800-480-8395

Please Leave A Message

Tri-County Stump
Removal Service

YOU'LL NEVER
BE STUMPED By

UNREASONABLE
PRICES!

394 Titus Rd. Kennerdell, Pa 16374

The personal approach—

Haws Ricker Insurance

CLARION NEWS photo by David A. Hollis.

Greg and Brenda Haws of Haws Ricker Insurance
say what matters most is the relationships they build
with their clients who, over the years, truly become like

family.
By David A. Hollis

CLARION NEwWs Staff Writer

CLARION

In today’s world of over-
whelming  information,
spam calls, junk emails
and pushy salespeople
only looking to rack up
their enrollment numbers,
Haws Ricker Insurance
stands as a testament to a

simple approach that’s
lasted for over thirty
years.

“We started out just
believing in taking care of
people and getting to know
them,” said owner Brenda
Haws, and it’s that proven
philosophy that sets them
far apart from the “bigger

ys‘”

Founded by Haw’s
mother, Phyllis, Haws
Ricker Insurance is owned
and operated by Brenda
and her husband Greg,
who said it’s because of
their one-on-one approach
to customer service that
the company has only con-
tinued to grow, more
specifically, allowing the
duo to specialize in health
insurance. Haws said,

“We’re licensed to do
everything, but we special-
ize in health insurance.
And we’ve taken care of
parents whose children are
now getting Medicare or
whose grandchildren may
need health insurance
now, and because (these
customers) have trusted us
with their health insur-
ance needs they’re com-
fortable asking us about
life insurance or annuities
or whatever.”

From Medicare supple-
ments to prescription drug
plans, long term care to life
insurance, annuities and

IRA’s and so much more,
the Haws’ make it a point
to focus on the customer’s
individual needs and com-
mented on how the ongo-
ing rise of impersonal com-
munications can often lead
people astray.

“I think the other thing
is that we feel strongly
about, in this day and age
is technology,” Haws said,
“Technology is good, and
we use it, and you can do a
lot of things with it, but
we’ve also seen the dark
side where people inno-
cently get into things that
isn’t the best thing for
them, so by sitting down
with someone or going into
their home and talking
with them at the table,
we're able to recommend
something better that’s
really the best fit for them,
and do for them what we’d
do for our parents, or for
ourselves—which maybe
isn’t always the most
lucrative choice, but that’s
okay, too.”

Aside from their
careers, the Haws’s have
also been very involved in
the community, including
the Freemasons, the East-
ern Star, Lions Club and
others, with  Brenda
adding she’s also a lay
minister and enjoys meet-
ing new people in the vari-
ous churches she sermons.

“We very much believe
in giving back because it’s
the community that’s
allowed us and enabled us
to be here, so it’s only right
we give back. Without
them, we’re nothing.”

For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment with Haws Ricker
Insurance, call 814-226-
8422.1

IHS

¢ Launched in 2024,
the “Caring Angel” basket
raffle program raised more
than $8,000 in November to
support the Clarion Hospital
Charity Care program. This
program assists patients in
the community struggling

with  ongoing  medical
expenses.
Keeping care close to
ome

Independence  Health

System is driven by a singu-

From page 3

lar mission: to bring expert
care, here. With an unwaver-
ing commitment to improv-
ing community health, the
system ensures that high-
quality care is accessible
where people live, work, and
raise families.

To learn more, get
involved or explore services,
v i S i t
www.independence.health.
Let us build a healthier
future together.

Call Now to
Review
Your Options

L4

Puzzied About Your Insurance Options?

Haws Ricker Insurance offers

Life Insurance, Annunities &
Pennsylvania Healthcare-Pennie.

CALL HAWS RICKER INSURANCE SERVICES

Brenda Haws - Greg Haws
814-226-8422
21823 Rt. 68, Suite 1
Clarion, PA 16214

www.hawsrickerinsurance.net

personalized services with
Medicare Advantage,
Medicare Supplements,
Prescription Drug Plans,
Home Health Care,
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Trinity Point at Monroe has been steadily growing

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEwWS

MONROE TWP.

Trinity Point at Monroe
is a mixed-use business
park located off Exit 62 on
Interstate 80 (I-80).

“Originally, we were
looking for a place to build
a new church [for the Lib-
erty Street Church of God,
which became the Trinity
Point Church of God]. We
started  here  simply
because I had a familiarity
with the property, I knew
this property,” said Tim
Reddinger, president and
sole owner of Pinnacle
Resource = Management,
Inc. (PRM), on the business
park’s genesis.

“We bought this proper-
ty to facilitate [construc-
tion] of the church, but in
the course of that, it was a
lot more property than we
anticipated buying. It was
originally 155 acres, so we
went down the avenue of
development and tried to
tie in the community.”

PRM is the general
partner of the Trinity
Development Company.

Discussing the business
park’s evolution, Red-
dinger continued, “We
started back in 2000 origi-
nally to find a location and
build a new church. That
was our initial thing. Dur-
ing the course of the years
we partnered with the
Clarion University Foun-
dation on the Barnes Cen-
ter, which is now Indepen-
dence Health.

“Fifteen years ago we
partnered to bring in
things for the community,
such as Primary Health
Network, Life-NWPA,
Tractor Supply, the hotel
[Microtel Inn & Suites by
Wyndham], and the Clari-
on Travel Plaza.”

Of the 21 lots compris-
ing the Trinity Point devel-
opment, seven are current-
ly occupied.

According to Renninger,
the development features
9,000 linear feet of roads;
access to a wastewater
plant; Pennsylvania Amer-
ican water service; redun-
dant fiber optic (communi-

cation) systems via Com-
cast, Verizon, and AT&T,;
gas service lines provided
by National Fuel; and
redundant electric power
through West Penn Power.

Tractor Supply, located
at 26 Commerce Road, was
the first business at Trini-
ty Point, established in
2016. The retail chain
offers products for home
improvement, agriculture,
and lawn and garden, as
well as supplies needed for
livestock, equine, and pet
care.

“They’ve done very
well,” remarked Ren-
ninger. “They’ve been a
good fit for the communi-
ty.”

The Barnes Center was
next, owned by the Clarion
University Foundation and
designed for use by the
biotech sector.

Renninger attributed
the biotech industry’s
inability to reach its full
potential in Clarion to sev-
eral factors, “I worked dili-
gently for about eight
years to see that come to
fruition. The approval
process and pathway to
commercialization can be a
killer for a start-up biotech
company. There were all
kinds of things that a
small business, a small
start-up would find diffi-
cult to handle.

“One of the biggest
things that held us up back
then was the potential
tolling of I-80, we lost mul-
tiple businesses that were
in negotiation at that time,
they left, they walked
away. And then in 2008 the
recession hit. About the
time we were recovering
from that, in 2019 things
were really going well, and
then COVID hit. We're
finally coming out of
COVID and inflation over
the past three or four years
has given wus another
mighty blow.”

In January 2020, Butler
Health System, now Inde-
pendence Health System
(IHS), bought the Barnes
Center to have a presence
on I-80.

IHS Clarion at Trinity
Point on 330 North Point

CLARION NEWS photo by Ryan S. Pugh.

Pictured above is the newest addition to Trinity Point at Monroe: the Clarion Travel Plaza which opened ifs

doors last summer.

Drive offers a range of
medical services under one
roof, with an emphasis on
community health and
wellness — family care,
women’s care, cardiovascu-
lar care, pulmonary care,
and endocrinology.

The other medical facil-
ity at Trinity Point, Prima-
ry Health Network (PHN),
was established in 2012 at
30 Pinnacle Drive.

PHN’s 33,000 square-
foot facility houses med-
ical, dental, and behavioral
health offices, as well as a
pharmacy and urgent care.
It is a Federally Qualified
Health Center (FQHC).

“Its [PHN’s] main func-
tion is to serve people that
are in need — they serve
anybody, whether they can
afford it or not,” explained
Renninger on the signifi-
cance of the FQHC facility.
“It was brought in to help
Clarion Hospital at that
time because they’ll [PHN]
take the clients that would
normally go to the emer-
gency room at the hospital,
they’ll service them.”

The church was opened
in 2016 at 180 West Trini-
ty Drive, providing a spiri-
tual home to a large, active

congregation. Trinity Point
Church of God also houses
an event center which can
seat up to 600.

Microtel Inn & Suites
by Wyndham on 121 North
Point Drive was opened
the year after the church.

Owned by PRM, the
Microtel has 68 rooms, all
smoke-free. Each room has

a mini-refrigerator,
microwave, and 40-inch
television. Amenities

include free hot breakfast,
guest laundry, business
center, fitness center, WIFI
and wired internet access,
and free overnight parking
with hook-ups for electric
vehicles. Some rooms are
pet-friendly.

Additionally, the Micro-
tel has a covered pavilion
that’s capable of accommo-
dating 24 outside. Two gas
grills are available.

Life-NWPA Clarion on
108 East Pinnacle Drive
came along in 2018. Based
on the LIFE model (Living
Independence For the
Elderly), the facility’s team
of medical professionals
assist individuals with
leading active, indepen-
dent lives in their own
homes and communities

by providing all-inclusive
care.

During 2024 the newest
business at Trinity Point
came to fruition, the Clari-
on Travel Plaza at 79
North Point Drive. Open
24/7, the facility offers gas
and diesel fuel, has a con-
venience store, and several
dining options at its food
court — Dunkin, Jimmy
John’s, Sbarro, Fatburger,
and Tikka Shack.

“The travel plaza was
actually planned a long,
long time ago. I've worked
with them over the last
five years to see it through,
to help them get where
they are now,” noted Red-
dinger. “That’s something I
wanted with the hotel,
because when you do lodg-
ing you need food and fuel,
that’s what goes hand-in-
hand”

“The Sandho’s, who own
it, are from the
Williamsport-area and it’s
a family-run business.
They have about eight or
nine of these and Clarion’s
their largest.”

As to the future of the
Trinity Point development,
Reddinger talked about
growth — possibly building

affordable housing for the
local  workforce and
attracting business to the
area.

“South View Village
[the proposed housing
complex] would include
new apartments, new sin-
gle-family homes, town
homes designed at a cost to
meet the needs of the Clar-
ion County workforce,” he
said. “We have to get spe-
cific funding, we’re work-
ing on certain funds to
help offset new construc-
tion. We've got to find a
way of offset costs through
either grants or tax credits
to make things affordable.
Over the last three-to-five
years the inflation rate on
new housing has exceeded
the market.”

Added Renninger,
“We’re [PRM] here and
willing to work and hope-
fully we’ll be able to
attract new businesses to
the area. Monroe Town-
ship has been our best ally
in helping us to facilitate
growth here. I really want
to build up services in the
community. I have a long
list of targeted businesses
and entities I would love to
bring to the community.”ll

Strattanville American Legion and Auxmary honor veterans and much more

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEwWS

STRATTANVILLE
Strattanville’s Ameri-
can Legion Post 249 and
American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 249 are dedicated to
recognizing and supporting
veterans of the United
States armed forces.

Each May, the Legion
hangs banners, depicting
former and current mem-
bers of the military with
Strattanville roots,
throughout the town. The
banners are taken down in
the fall, cleaned, and then
displayed inside the Legion
building. There are cur-
rently 238 troop banners.

Not only does the
Legion raise troop banners
each May, it also holds a
Memorial Day service.

This year, George Pry,
president of Pittsburgh
Honor Flight, spoke, pro-
viding information about
the free program which
transports veterans to
Washington D.C. where the
are given a tour of Arling-
ton National Cemetery and
various monuments in the
nation’s capital.

The Strattanville Amer-
ican Legion regularly con-
tributes to the Honor
Flight Network and pre-
sented Pry with a donation.

In addition to Pry,
Cheryl Bazzoui spoke
about her father’s service
during World War II
According to Bazzoui,
Robert Himes, a Purple
Heart recipient, never
watched war movies or
went to fireworks as, hav-
ing lived through it, he did
not find them entertaining.

Following the Memorial
Day service a dinner was
held, at which the veterans
in attendance were recog-
nized.

The week prior to
Memorial Day, Legion
members, along with Cub
Scout Pack 51, checked
local cemeteries to ensure
each veteran had a flag at

his or her gravesite.

Other veterans’ initia-
tives championed by the
Strattanville Legion
include the Fisher House
in Pittsburgh, a place for
veterans and their families
to stay when receiving
medical treatment in the
city; Wreaths Across Amer-
ica, wherein a wreath is
donated to mark the grave
of every veteran in the
Strattanville cemetery dur-
ing December; sending
money to the Veterans
Administration hospital in
Butler; donating to the
Clarion County’s annual
veterans picnic; and plac-
ing and decorating a
Christmas tree in Veterans
Memorial Park.

Not only does the
Legion work on behalf of
veterans, but it’s also
active in the community.

In the Strattanville-
area, the Legion helps with
the community watch pro-
gram and homecoming
committee.

The auxiliary donates to
the Pisgah Presbyterian
Church’s annual clothing
giveaway in Corsica and
the First Presbyterian
Church’s monthly food dis-
tribution in Clarion. It col-
lects hats, mittens, and
scarves for Clarion County
Child and Youth Services.

Every year the auxil-
iary sponsors a poster con-
test for Clarion-Limestone
Elementary students to
raise awareness of veter-
ans.

Further, the auxiliary
annually recognizes an out-
standing eighth grade
female student at C-L for
her honor, Americanism,
service, leadership, schol-
arship, and courage. This
year Lydie Aaron, daughter
of Mel and Abbie Aaron,
was the recipient of the
auxiliary’s certificate of
recognition and medal.

The group regularly
donates books to the C-L
school library and recently
contributed to the pur-

chase of a large tent for the
Central Clarion cross coun-
try team.

Funds for the Legion’s
various service activities
are raised through weekly
bingo games held every
Tuesday at the post’s build-
ing on 400 Washington
Street.

Monies raised also go
toward routine building
maintenance and any
needed improvements. A
35-foot  flagpole  was
installed in front of the
building in time for Memo-
rial Day.

The Legion has 34
members and meets the
second Monday of each
month, excepting June and
July.

Officers are Fred Lewis,
commander; Fred Larson,
first vice-president; Bob
Larson, second vice-presi-
dent; Tom Lewis, finance
officer; Mark Campbell,
post services officer; Bob
Wilson, chaplain; Gene
Cummings, Sargent-at-
arms; and Tommy Lewis,
membership chair.

The auxiliary has 25
members and meets the
first Monday of each
month, with the exception
of January and July.

Auxiliary officers are
Pat Lewis, president;
Sharon Klingensmith, first
vice-president; Sandy
Reed, second vice-presi-
dent; Bert Larson, secre-
tary and treasurer; Chris-

tine Fitzsimmons,
chaplain; Deanna
Shipakoff, Sargent-at-

arms; and Jane Wenner,
historian.

The Legion and auxil-
iary have a joint meeting in
September.

“We’re a small group,
but all of us have had mul-
tiple generations serving in
the military,” said Pat
Lewis. “There’s a lot of fam-
ilies in our area that their
father or grandfather have
served and now have sons
that may be serving.”

The grandfather of Pat

‘~ (N HONOR NEQ
 THEIR COUNES

Submitted photo.

Legion Auxiliary outstanding eighth grade female student at Clarion-Limestone
and Civil Air Patrol Cadet Lydie Aaron (left), daughter of Mel and Abbie Aaron is
pictured above with Auxiliary President Pat Lexis (right).

Lewis’s husband, Tom,
helped found Strattanville’s
Richard C. Kirby Post 249
in 1927. Robert Gates,
Tom’s grandfather, was a
wagoneer during World
War I, serving in France
with the 112th infantry,
2nd Division.

Richard C. Kirby, for
whom the post is named,
was Kkilled in action during
World War I on October 14,
1918 in  Saint-Juvin,
France. He was a member
of the American Expedi-
tionary Force (82nd Divi-
sion), attached to Battery
B, 320th field artillery.

For more information
about American Legion
Post 249 and American
Legion Auxiliary Unit 249
visit their Facebook page
(Strattanville  American
Legion Post 249).
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Medication Synchronization

If you have multiple prescriptions to fill each
month, that can mean multiple trips to the
pharmacy. It can also mean missed doses if you
run out of medication before you pick up the

At The Medicine Shoppe® Pharmacy, our
medication synchronization service allows you
to get all of your medications in one trip. Our
pharmacist will synchronize your prescription
| refills to a day that works with your schedule.
We’ll have everything ready on that day, then

by at your convenience.

Medication synchronization is a simple way to
by John Slagle keep on top of your medication and give
100 Liberty Street yourself more time to do the things you want to

Health Plan® 100% Pure Pharmacy™

*This article is intended to provide information on health-related matters. The ideas expressed in this article
cannot be used to diagnose or treat individual health problems and should not be taken as medical advice or
instructions. We urge you to consult a health professional before taking any action based upon the information in

you to let you know you can stop

information, please see our website
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By Kenn Staub

weed trimmers, chainsaws,

Like all businesses, the

ACE is the place for your hrdware needsand more

For the CLARION NEwWS

CLARION

ACE Hardware is one of
the newer businesses in Clar-
ion, opening at 527 Main
Street on Groundhog Day
2024.

While some might find a
hardware business in a two-
story building unique, it’s

y nothing out of the ordi-
nary for owners Kevin and
Mark Salandra, who have
another store in Brockway.

“Our store in Brockway is
also two floors, it’s a first-floor
basement. Our store in Brock-
way also has a walk-in safe,
}I{JS‘C like this store does, ’ noted

evin Salandra during a tour.
“There were a lot of similari-
ties when we found the [Clar-
ion] building, so it wasn't like,
‘Oh, this is gomg to be a novel
experience.

“We thought we would
actually have more room than
what we did. We filled up the
building, it’s kind of crazy. We
have a lot of people coming in
wanting us to sell conve-
nience lumber, drywall, build-
ing n},aterials, we don’t have
To0m.

As to what some of the
more popular products are at
the Clarion location, Salandra
said, “That’s tough, because
it’s very seasonal. This time of

hedge trimmers. "We've sold a
lot more chainsaws this
spring than normal because
we had a little bit of a windy,
tough winter and people had
a lot of cleaning-up to do.”

“We do [sell] a ton of
plumbing, electrical, hard-
ware, Stihl products [mowers,
weed trimmers], paint, lawn
and garden.”

ACE also makes keys,
something Salandra indicat-
ed the big box stores don’t do
as much of anymore. Services
such as screen repair and
glass cutting are also avail-
able.

If customer can’t find the
item they are looking for
among the almost 18,000
unique products in stock,
ACE probably has it among
the 70,000 dy ifferent things
available online at
https://www.acehardware.co
m/. Customers can have
online orders shipped to them
directly or to the store.

Added Salandra, “Basical-
ly, if there’s something that
you need that you don’t see,
ask us, because we do have a
lot that we can order, even
direct from the manufacturer.

“We're also constantly
making changes. If people
come 1n and request items
that we don’t have in stock,
once we get a few requests for

effects of a dynamic economy
have impacted prices.

“For the customers, priceﬁ
are going up, it’s pretty muc
across the board” relayed
Salandra. “The vendors that
haven’t raised prices [yet]
have sent notices saying
they're going to raise prices, it
just depengs on how much
the increase is going to be.”

“Some vendors do a little
bit more overseas or have
more components coming in
from overseas, they've iad
higher price increases. Others
have maintained lower
prices.”

Clarion has proved wel-
coming to Salandra’s busi-
ness, “The community has
been very supportive. We
have good repeat customers.
We've special ordered some
things that other people
weren’t able to get elsewhere.
It’s mteresting to meet a lot of

peog
alandra attributed the
successful launch of ACE
Hardware to its employees.
“We've got a lot of great
employees, we have a really
good team in place,” he
offered. “We have a lot of very
knowledgeable employees
that can help solve your prob-
lems — what type of paint to
use, what plumbin; g or electri-
cal parts you need. We have

CLARION NEWS photo by Kenn Staub.

Pictured is ACE Hardware co-owner Kevin Salandra in front of the Milwaukee
Tool display at the ACE Hardware store on Main Street in Clarion Borough.

trades. We pride ourselves in
giving customer service.”

ACE Hardware is open
seven days a week — Monday
through Friday 7 a.m. to 7

pm.

As to the store’s long hours
of operation, Salandra said, “If
we didn’t have those hours,
we wouldn’t be servin% our

0

work, after work, maybe on
their way to a job.”
Information on ACE
Hardware can be found on
Instagram (@aceharware) or

year |early summer| were that item, then we add it to pe(g)le that have had 30 {ears p-m.; Saturday 7 a.m. to 6 customers properly. A ot of its webpage (https:/www.ace-
crazy selling mowers and our inventory” more in the building p.m.; and Sunday 9 am.to 4 people need to stop before hardware.com/).
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‘Turn Your Valuables - i

IBUSINESS DIRECTORY|

I

|

Il

“ Support Locally
Owned Businesses!

| TTET DESTTESSES:

”ARRIGER

Complete Collision Repair
Towing Services

15698 Route 68
Sligo, PA
814-745-2420

Michael L. Harriger
Since 1963

' Into Cash!!!

REYNOLDSVILLE
SWAP SHOP

Buying Coins, Jewelry, Gold,
Antiques, and More!

g Call Us NOW:
hy ) 814-771-9995
814-590- 7766

STATE PARK
6 Cabins
3 Cabins with Hot Tub
ADA Cabin
Brand New Gift Shop
ATM

Skills Games
Grocery
Camping

Crafts and Gifts

800-851-6377

www.hominyridge.com
13964 Rt. 36
Clarington, PA 15828
COOK FOREST
STATE PARK &
‘hominyridgecabins@gmail.com

GATESUBURNS

Full Line of Real Estate Services

m 8 E. First St.
Oil City, PA 16301
814.676.8541
W 7147 Route 322
Cranberry, PA 16319
814.437.7641
H 320 Main St.
Clarion, PA 16214
814.226.5131

B gatesandburnsrealestate.com

A Clarion County’s Full Service
Supermarket Since 1970

Rverﬂdc

Quality Foods

632 Broad Street
New Bethlehem

Route 338 | 562 Main Street
Knox Rimersburg

www.tomsriverside.com ki

Wolf’s Den Sports
Cards & CoIIectlbIes

)

WE BUY & SELL TRADING
CARDS AND COLLECTIBLES

Owner: Scott Wolfgang
wolf2170@yahoo.com

(814) 771-5618
345 East Main Street

Reynoldsville, PA 15851

9 North 4th Ave
Open 7 Days A Week

* 12 Packs
e 6 Packs =
* Singles Available

Restaurant

FAMILY FUN PLACE

3 Mini Golf Courses
Ice Cream
Bakery

Candy Shop
Gift Shops
Driving Range

S 25,, ke & Com pany
a\\ G “k ON

; August 30
3 9-Noon
xsutawney

7o\ Sapphire Moon
Healing Arts Center

Jennifer A. Keth, LIM.T., CN.C
* Massage Therapy
* Reiki
* CranioSacral Therapy
* Nutritional Consulting
* Gift Certificates

* Hot Stone Massage

Hours by Appointment
#MSG001266  Member ABMP « AANC

21174 Route 322 » Corsica, PA
1-80, Exit 70 * 814-379-3085

2 www.sapphiremoonbiz O )

RANKIN
AUCTION

SERVICE

www.AuctionZip.com ID#1585
Clarion, PA

Complete Auction

Services & Appraisals

S

Dan
(814)
379-9862

Gary
(814)
764-3502

FAMILY RESTAURANT

234 ALLEGHENY BLVD « BROOKVILLE, PA

(814) 849-7357

Tuesday-Friday 11am-7pm
Saturday 8am-7pm

Sunday 8am-4pm * Closed Monday

T-acre campground nestled in the woods

¢ 12 campsites, picnic table and fire pit,
full water, sewage and 20 amp/50 amp
electrical service hook up
* Cabin rental © Pet friendly © Children’s playground
¢ Comhole e Creek stocked during trout season

Call now and book your stay
or go to campspot.com

1507 Coulter Road e Knox, PA
814-549-0665

FOR ALL YOUR LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLY NEEDS

292217 R1e 66
Lucinon, PA 16235

WWW.0CHSBUILDING.COM
OCHSBUILDING@ZOOMINTERNET.NET

814-226-71334

GOIIIIH’S
STAINED GLASS

Custom Made Orders

We have retail supplies and
offer stained glass classes.

Monbay THROUGH FRIDAY:

7:00a.m. T0 5:00P.M.
Saturpay: 7:00a.m. To Noon

i Like us on

Facebook

12479 Harrison Street,
Summerville, Pa

814-856-3133

814-752-2942

o TheFarmerslnn.com |

759 Shaffer Road = Sigel, PA 15860

Studio

Please Call to register

814-938-8434
vandykeandcompany.com

TWIN

All American
Drive-in Theatre

2 SCREENS!

Fou ol walch the movies/stneen oo pay b walch. S8

‘We have all new digital equipment with four
current movies showing each weekend.
Check out our website for a listing of movies.
www.lipumatheatres.com

Route 322, Brookvile ~ 849-5588

Jamie

Thompson
AGENT

110 Main St., Clarion, PA
814-226-5463

Call me today for a free quote.

SCRAP IRON &
METALS BUYER

' b‘ RECYCLING “*

ALUMINUM - BATTERIES
BRASS ¢« COPPER * CARS
SHEET IRON « HEAVY IRON

724.256.9044
1200 E. RT 422

FENELTON

CERTIFIED \
= AUTO CARE =

e ©

 Check Engine Light Diagnostic & Repair
* Now offering wheel alignments

* Heating and Air Conditioning Service

* Brakes, Shocks & Struts

* Exhaust & Pipe Bending

* Engine & Electrical Repair

814-226-4624

South 5th Avenue * Clarion * 2 Mile from
Clarion Mall, Behind Computer Support

PENNA.
OFFICIAL
INSPECTION
STATION

harp
hopper

GROCERY QUTLET

100 Knox Road
Knox, PA
www.sharpshopper.net

AND RUST REPAIR
All Insurance
Companies Welcome

724-867-5871
shermansautorepair78@gmail.com
703 Rockdale Rd.
Emlenton, PA

Sherman’s AUTO

Find us on
Facebook

Repair

COMPLETE COLLISION | {

Great Homemade Food!

Homemade Desserts made Fresh Daily!

Family style restaurant in the heart of
Cook Forest! Inside-Outside Dining or
Call for Take-out. NOOK NACS Gift
Shop has a great selection of
handcrafted items for purchase.
3121 Forest Road « Vowinckel, PA 16260
www.TheForestNook.com

Check Facehook for hours and opening days

! RESTAURANT

1123 Old Fryburg Road
Lucinda, PA 16235
814-226-7344

Open Tuesday-Saturday
4pm to 9pm
¥ TheWaysideLucinda.com (@)

Country Settlng,
City Convenience

This is a great time to apply
for a 2 BR apartment
Phone: 814-676-0193
pinoak@positive-housing.com

139 Acorn Dr.,

Seneca PA 16346

1-877-GM1-LIFT

gmequipmentrentals.com

‘Where Hature & Technolbogy eet’

814-316-1815

Owner: Hugh “Hooper” Henry

www.buggguy.com
Hooper@hhpestmanagement.com
5018 South Reidsburg Rd., Sligo, PA 16255

Residential &
Commercial

FREE Service
Estimates

Rl
MEATS &

MEATS ARE OUR BUSINESS
8l4-797-5206

CORMER RTE. 322 & 338 AT KOSSUTH * MOH. THRU £Ri 9-6 * SAT 9-5

SWKOOMAN HEETER & GULNAC, PO

n

Marianne Professional Center, 10385
Route 322, Suite 1
Shippenville, PA 16254

Terry R. Heeter
David M. Gulnac

Areas of Law
Business Law ~ Real Estate
Estate planning ~ Estate Adminstration

314-226-9100
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Daddy’s Main St. offers great food at a reasonable price

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEWS

CLARION

When Dana and Jean
Troese opened Daddy’s
Main  Street during
March 2008, it was just
supposed to be a hot dog
shop.

“I always loved the
idea of a hot dog shop. As
a matter of fact, one of the
slogans we used when we
opened was ‘Every great
town ought to have a
great hot dog shop,”
relayed Dana Troese.
“The Hot Dog House [an
establishment owned by
Edward “Eddie” Dorn-
brock that once stood on
Sixth Avenue] was always
popular, although very
low volume. We thought
we could do a lot more
volume. We started out
with mostly hot dogs,
cheese steaks, home cut
fries, and Primanti-style
sandwiches.”

That simple menu has
since morphed into so
much more, to the point
the offerings at Daddy’s
are perhaps the most
eclectic in the area.

Not only does Troese
offer staples such as vari-
ously styled hamburgers
and hotdogs, fresh cut
fries, roasted chicken, and
an assortment of wings,
but on any given day he
might be running specials
on Cajun food including
jambalaya, alligator, and
po’boys; Italian favorites
spaghetti with meatballs
and chicken parmesan; or
barbeque fare including
ribs, pulled pork, and
baked beans.

“We realized early on
that we weren’t going to
make any stupendous liv-
ing off of doing hot dogs,
even though we thought
we had a really good prod-
uct,” said Troese. “Darren
[Troese, Dana’s son] came
in and he started running
the line and that pretty
much put me in a spot
where I was able to think
and pre-cook. We end up
trying to one up it every
day.”

Troese talked about
collaborating with his
son, “I’'ll go through the
coolers, talk to my suppli-
ers, and I get something
and I cook it tonight so
it’s ready for him [Dar-
ren] tomorrow. We're tak-
ing all these raw products
and I'm marinating them,
roasting them, cooling
them the day before.

“He [Darren] doesn’t
spend all night worrying
about it. He’ll come in
fresh and I just hand it off
to him. I'll say, ‘I've got 15
pounds of chicken thighs
in a Mexican marinade,
and that’s all I’ll tell him.
He’ll come in and do a
great job [with whatever
ingredients have been
prepped in advance].
Between the two of us, we
do a pretty good job.”

Troese continued, talk-
ing about the other mem-
bers of his team, “My
staff, I have had many
good ones over the years,
but this crew is the best
I've had in 45 years. We
have all been in the cut-
throat corporate world
and we choose to do it dif-
ferently. We are a family
and we rely on each other

every day.”
Almost everybody who
comes into Daddy’s

receives personal atten-
tion.

“Customers come in
here, whether it’s to take
out food or whether it’s to
sit and eat, and they get
treated like they’re the
only customer in the
joint,” Troese noted.

“On any given day, I
try to have a couple of
contacts with everybody
that’s here. My first ques-
tion will be, if I catch
them sitting down, ‘Did
you get ordered?’ Then I'll
come check on you and
then the food comes out
and I’ll come over and ask
how you’re doing. It’s
something I enjoy.”

He continued, “I think
most chefs have spent a
lot of their lives in the
back kitchen and don’t get
the opportunity to inter-
act with their customers.
After being behind the
[kitchen] doors for 20
years it’s a real breath of
fresh air. That’s what the
business is really about,
cooking food and watch-
ing your customers enjoy.”

Troese runs a success-
ful catering business out
of the restaurant, a ven-
ture that had a relatively
low-key start.

“My wife and I decided
we were going to start
catering. We were no
strangers to catering from
the Loomis [the former
Captain Loomis Bar and
Restaurant on Main
Street], although we’d
never done it on any large
scale,” recounted Troese.
“We put up a sign that

said, ‘We cater all events.’
It cost me $18 [the sign].
That was my game, that
was my business plan.”

“My sister, Janine, was
brought in shortly after
we started, she is a mar-
velous baker. Now 10, 12
years later I think we’re
one of the busiest caterers
around. I know there’s
people that do more vol-
ume, but I don’t think
there’s anybody that does
more parties.”

Troese attributes his

catering success to a
number of factors — low
cost, a top-notch crew
that stays at events to
provide service, old-fash-
ioned business practices
(most times there are no
contracts and deposits are
rarely required), and a
willingness to assist cus-
tomers and accommodate
their requests.

Just as Clarion has an
affection for Daddy’s,
Troese has an affection
for Clarion, “We love the

CLARION NEWS photo by Kenn Staub.
The Daddy’s Main Street location has been a popular place since its opening in
2008.

town, I was born and
raised here. We’ve had the
opportunity to get off of
Main Street, half a dozen
times. We don’t want to
leave. We've been fortu-
nate.”

Daddy’s is open Tues-
day through Friday 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Satur-
day noon to 7 p.m.

For more information,
including a menu and list
of daily specials, visit
Daddy’s Facebook page
(Daddy’s Main Street).

Numerous churches serve southern Clarion County

NEW BETHLEHEM—
Among the churches
serving the residents of
southern Clarion County
are:

First Baptist
Limestone
814-764-5348

Pastor: Mike Schreck-
engost

First Baptist Church
is an independent, funda-
mental Baptist church.

Sunday school:
a.m.

Sunday services: 11
a.m. and 6 p.m.

Bible and prayer

10

meeting: 7 p.m. on
Wednesday
Ladies of Lime-

stone: 6 p.m. on the third
Thursday each month
that includes a card min-
istry and a ladies Bible
study

Cottage Hill
Church

St. Route 66 and Champion
Rd., three miles north of
New Bethlehem
814-229-3129

Pastor: Rev. Daniel R.
Clyde

Youth
Gabriel Clyde

Three miles north of
New Bethlehem at the
corner of State Route 66
and Champion Road.

Approximately 40 fam-
ilies are members of the
congregation. Atten-
dance: 175 people per
month

Sunday school:
a.m.

Sunday worship ser-
vice: 11 a.m. and
6:30 p.m. Children’s Min-
istries at 11 a.m.;Youth
service: 6 p.m. on Sunday

Prayer meeting:
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday

Missionary Service:
Third Wednesday of the
month.

Bible School and other
activities are held during
the summer.

N.B. Presbyter-
ian
403 Penn St., New Bethlehem

814-275-1880

Interim pastor: Rev.
Dr. Jack Gareis

There are 30 members.

Sunday service and

Leader:

10

children’s Sunday
school: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday school
(adults and teens):
10:45 a.m.

Cub Scouts and Boy
Scouts Pack 403: Cub
Scouts meet at 7 p.m.,

Mondays; Boy Scouts
meet at 7 p.m., Tuesdays.

Other activities
throughout the year
include a summer wor-
ship service held the last

Sunday in dJune with
Tidal Presbyterian
Church.

First Baptist
Church

249 Broad St.
New Bethlehem
814-275-2959
Pastor: Randy Hopper
Average attendance is 35.
Sunday school: 9:30
a.m.
Worship
vice:10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 7 p.m. on
Wednesday
We also belong to the
Redbank Valley Church
Association.

ser-

St. Charles
Catholic
201 Washington St.,

New Bethlehem
814—275—34.46
St. Nicholas

Catholic

Crates

Pastor: Rev. Samuel
Bungo

St. Charles has 200
households. St. Nicholas
has 70 households.

St. Charles—Masses:
5:30 p.m. Saturday,
10 a.m. Sunday and 9
a.m. Monday, Tuesday,
and Thursday. Confes-
S i 0 n S :
4 p.m., prior to mass on
Saturday or call to make
an appointment.

The church has an
active Altar Rosary Soci-
ety and Knights of
Columbus that meets
monthly. They also hold
several fund-raisers dur-
ing the year.

St. Nicholas—Mass:
9 a.m. Wednesday and
8 a.m. Sunday. Confes-

sions heard Sunday
before mass or by
appointment.

The church partici-

pates with St. Charles
t h e
community Lenten ser-
vices.
The church has an
active Rosary Society.
First Church of
God
418 Brian Lane
New Bethlehem
State Route 861, Porter Twp.
Located one mile east
of New Bethlehem.
There are 130 people
in the congregation.

Senior Pastor: Nick
Wilson

Sunday
a.m.

Sunday services: 10
a.m.

Bible study: 7 p.m.

school: 9

Wednesday

Youth group (grades
7 to 12): 7 p.m.
Wednesday

Children’s classes:
7 p.m. Wednesday

Men’s and Women’s
Bible studies held period-
ically.

Grace Baptist

605 East Washington Street
New Bethlehem
814-275-4090

Pastor: Rev. Bob
Ryver
Associate/Youth

pastor: Curtis Twigg
Ministry assistant:

Amy Twigg

We are affiliated with
the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Average Sunday atten-
dance has increased to
more than 150 people.

Sunday school: 9
a.m.

Sunday services:
10:30 a.m. and small

group at 6 p.m.

Youth group (grades
6-12): 6 to 8 p.m. Sundays

Godsprints 5" grade
and younger: 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesdays during Sept.
through March

Men’s Bible Studies:

6:30 p.m. every other
Thursday

Web: gbcnewbethle-
hem.site

Facebook:
facebook.com/GBC605/

Hawthorn Presby-
terian
Hawthorn
814-365-5967

The church has
approximately 25 mem-
bers.

Moderator:
James Dietrich

Pastors: Rex Munsee,
supply pastors, and
members of congregation

Sunday worship:
9:30 a.m.

The church conducts
special worship services
throughout the year, and
participation in commu-
nity services with other
area churches is a goal.
Everyone 1is welcome.
Leatherwood
Church

889 Church Road
New Bethlehem

Rev.

Porter Township
814-275-4371
Approximately 150 to

175 attend Sunday
services

Pastor: Rev. Doug
Henry

Sunday school: 9:30
a.m.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Supper
and Study: 6 p.m., dur-
ing the school year

worship:

Youth group:
5:30 p.m., Sundays
Tractor Sunday:

Aug. 24—For this event,
everyone is welcome to
bring their tractors and
lawn mowers as well as
your appetite.

Leatherwood joined
with Grace Community
Church in Curllsville for
Community Vacation
Bible School.

First Fellowship
234 Penn St., New Bethlehem

814-275-3900

There are approxi-
mately 150 members.

Pastor: John Philips

Sunday school:
9:45 a.m.
Sunday worship

service: 11 a.m.
Bible study: 7 p.m.

Monday

Bible study: 10 a.m.
Thursday

Chancel (adult)
Choir: 7 p.m. Wednesday.

Hand bell choir:
8 p.m. Wednesday

Oak Ridge:

Sunday service:
9:45 a.m.

Fairmount City:

Doverspike Street, Route 28

Fairmount City Unit-
ed Methodist Charge

Approximately 76 peo-
ple attend.

Sunday school: 9:30
a.m.

Worship: 8:30 a.m.

Bible study: 6 p.m.
Wednesdays

Putneyville:

Located in the village
of Putneyville

Worship: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday school: 10:50
a.m.

New Salem Pierce
Church:

New Salem UMC is
located near Mayport on

Pierce Road; 814-256-
3399

Email: newsalem-
piercechurch@
gmail.com

Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Zion Lutheran
Church

3117 Pine Run Road,
Mayport, off of State Route
28 half-way between Sum-
merville and Mayport

About 30 attend
worship service and
about 10 attend Sunday
school.

Sunday school for
all ages at Bethlehem
Ohl, sister church: 9:30
a.m. at 3879 Langville
Road.

Sunday school at
Zion Shannondale: 10
a.m. at 3117 Pine Run

Sunday worship
service at Zion Shan-
nondale: 11 a.m.

Zoom: 646-876-9923;
then enter 2750081381#

A Care Giving Min-
istry for the congregation
and community began in

Feb. 1998. There are
ten members.

“Mary Circle”
women’s circle: meets
as needed

Vacation Bible

School-The church will
hold VBS during the sum-
mer.

The church offers an
outdoor service at 8 a.m.
on Sundays in June, July,
and August.

Services are live
streamed through Zoom
and Facebook.

For additional infor-
mation or exact times,
call the church at 814-
856-2022 or send email:
zionshannodale@
gmail.com

Living Church

59 West Penn Street Sum-
merville
814-856-3500

Senior Pastors:
David and Emily Shay

Approximately 80
people attend the Living
Church International.

Sunday school:
9:30 a.m.
Sunday worship

service: 10:45 a.m.

Meal: 6 p.m. on the
third Sunday

Church website:
livingchurch.family

Christ Dominion
Academy website:
christdominion.com

The church has a
school, Christ’s Dominion
Academy, for kinder-
garten through grade 12.

Helping You Remove the Label

Y

)

Substance Use, Mental Health, .
Psychiatric Services
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By Ryan S. Pugh

CLARION NEWS Editor

CLARION

If you have ventured
between Exit 62 of Inter-
state 80 and Main Street in
Clarion over the past few
months, you have seen a
portion of what the Francis
J. Palo, Inc. Heavy High-
way division has been up
to.

Palo is the prime con-
tractor on the $13,368,068
safety improvement project
on State Route 68 that
stretches from Dolby Street
in Monroe Township to
Trout Run in Clarion
Township.

The project includes the
widening of State Route 68
and the installation of a
turning lane. There is also
a sidewalk being installed
that will allow pedestrians
to walk from Trout Run to
Dolby Street without walk-
ing on the roadway.

“That’s a three-year
job,” Palo President Paul
Roman said about the pro-
ject on State Route 68.
“Scheduled for this year is
basically the utility reloca-
tions. Palo is relocating the
water and sewer lines and
the gas company and the
electric company working
for their relocations. That’s
pretty much the work for
this year.”

According to Roman, the
following two years Palo
will take care of making
the road wider.

Roman said the plan is
to connect the three lanes
that stretch from Main
Street to Trout Run and
the three lanes that run
from Interstate 80 to Dolby
Street.

“We are going to widen a
little bit on each side of
[State Route 68],” Roman
said. “They didn’t take a lot
of property on one side to
bother any individual land
owners. The one year, we
are going to widen to the
right with traffic on the left
and the next year we are
going to widen to the left
with traffic on the right.”

Roman said the process
of widening the roadway is
not as simple as it seems.

“When you do widening,
it’s not only just the widen-
ing, it’s the storm drainage,
the wunder drainage,”
Roman said. “There is a lot
more work [to it] than just
digging a hole and widen-
ing it.”

The addition of the side-
walk along the length of

q

Submitted photo.

Pictured is the work the Palo Heavy Highway division did on Jordan Road on
Interstate 90 in Erie County. The work had to be performed at night due to the high
volume of traffic on Interstate 90.

the roadway is also some-
thing Roman is glad to see
getting done.

“That was one of the
goals of the job for people
to be able to walk to Wal-
mart safely,” Roman said.
“The outcome of the job is
that it is going to be safer
for the driving public and
the walking public.”

The second biggest job
Palo is working on, accord-
ing to Roman is a bridge
replacement on Interstate
90 in Erie County.

“Right now, the demoli-
tion is done and we are in
the process of putting
back,” Roman said. “We
had to remove the bridge
over Interstate 90 and it
all had to happen at night.”

Currently, Palo is recon-
structing bridges on Cher-
ry Run in Clarion County,
near Hazen in Jefferson
County and in Indiana in
Indiana County.

The bridge on Cherry
Run Road is the Cherry
Run Church Bridge project
and it is estimated to be
completed Nov. 21 of this
year. At a total cost of
$1,342,007.

All the bridge recon-
structions are scheduled to
be completed this year.

Roman said that Palo

was being subcontracted
by Glenn O. Hawbaker
Construction for a recon-
struction project on Inter-
state 80 near the Ohio-
Pennsylvania line.

“They are basically
rebuilding Interstate 80
from the Ohio line to mile
marker five in Mercer
County and we are going to
build the structures on it,”
Roman said. “That is also a
three year job.”

There are some other
small projects Palo is going
to be undertaking soon
including rehabilitating a
suspension bridge in Cook
Forest, a installing a water
treatment plant at the
Mercer rest are on Inter-
state 79 and a rehabilita-
tion of the Clintonville
sewage treatment plant.

“We’re working for a
variety of owners; Pen-
nDOT, DCNR, local munic-
ipalities like always,”
Roman said. “We don’t just
work for PennDOT, we
work for a lot of locals.”

Another job Roman was
surprised Palo got was con-
structing a new hangar at
the Indiana County air-
port.

“There has been some
airport money coming here
lately,” Roman said. “That

had been missing the last
few years. There really
wasn’t much work going on
at airports.”

Palo is also working on
slope stabilization on the
Clarion River at Piney
Dam

Palo has two construc-
tion divisions; heavy high-
way and industrial con-
struction.

The industrial con-
struction division has a
number of projects it is
involved in.

Along with the con-
struction divisions, Palo
has the Clarion Environ-
mental Services Division
which has been providing
services to clients across
Pennsylvania since 2003.
According to the Palo web-
site, the environmental
services division special-
izes in asbestos abate-
ment, asbestos building
inspection, asbestos air
testing, mold and mildew
remediation, mold testing,
shot blasting of floor mas-
tics, and interior/exterior
demolition.

In addition to the two
construction divisions and
the environmental services
division, Palo also operates
the CNG fuel station at
Exit 64 on Interstate 80.

Big projects highlight Palo’s summer

|
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Submitted photo.

The above photo is a picture of one of the beams
being removed during the bridge replacement project
on Moore Road near Hazen in Jefferson County.

The CNG station was
one of the first stations in
the area to offer alterna-
tive fuels including natural
gas, liquid propane, on-
and off- road diesel and
regular unleaded fuel.

Those who become a
customer of the CNG sta-
tion will receive five cents
off per gallon and there are
volume discounts avail-
able. The CNG station
accepts all major credit
cards.

“We're always trying to
make improvements out
there,” Roman said about
the CNG station. “We did
some work out there this
spring already.”

According to Chief
Financial Officer Stephe-
nie Marshall, Palo is plan-
ning to add another gas
pump at the CNG station
this fall.

“Business is good, we
need more pumps,” Roman
said.

Marshall said that the
gas prices at the CNG sta-
tion were competitive with
other stations around the
area.

“If people decide they
want to become a [CNG]
customer, they will save an
additional five cents off per
gallon and that includes

our diesel and our gaso-
line,” Marshall said.

Roman said Palo has a
full staff of employees for
the summer with 50 full-
time workers and 100 part-
time workers. The part-
time workers are on staff
from  March through
November.

Francis J. Palo, Inc.
originated as Francis J.
Palo Excavating in 1954.
Francis J. Palo, Inc. was
incorporated in 1973.

The company’s officers
and office staff include
Chief Executive Officer
Michael Palo, who has
been with Palo more than
30 years; President Ro-
man; Executive Vice Pres-
ident Mark Schaffer; Chief
Financial Officer Marshall
and Industrial Division
Vice-President Jason Kiely.

Safety continues to be a
top priority for Palo.

To keep up to date with
Palo’s current projects and
job openings or to learn
more about the company,
visit ~ www.paloinc.com/.
Palo also has a LinkedIn
page. Palo has a 3A1 credit
rating with Dunn & Brad-
street and several local
and regional banking affil-
iations, according to its
website.ll

Red River Roadhouse is

By Kenn Staub

For the CLARION NEWS

MONROE TWP.

At first glance, the Red
River Roadhouse, located
in the Clarion Mall, seems
like your typical steak-
house. Bo Lockwood, the
restaurant’s owner since
2017, begs to differ.

“A lot of people would
consider us primarily a
steakhouse, with maybe a
‘cookie cutter’ steakhouse
menu. [ see it a little dif-
ferently,” relayed Lock-
wood. “It’s a broad menu.
We not only have steaks,
but also chicken and fish.
We have salmon, seafood,
lots of shrimp, crab cakes.
There’s a variety of salads,
sandwiches. I mean, real-
ly, the list goes on and on.”

“We have a kids’ menu
that’s $5.50, your kids will
be happy, your kids will be
full. You can bring your
children out for a good
meal and not have to pay
an arm-and-a-leg.”

Regardless of what you
order, Lockwood’s empha-
sis is on providing “True,
Real Food.”

“We try to stay with
whole foods, real foods, we
don’t throw in a lot of
processed anything. We
try to make sure every-
thing we serve is healthy,”
he said.

“That’s what I love, our
food is true. I have been to
places where the food you
eat sometimes doesn’t
agree with you because of
all the additive stuff.
That’s not here, that’s def-
initely not here.”

Lockwood continued,

“When you come here, you
order your proteins,
they’re real, they’re har-
vested the way they're
supposed to be. Your
steaks, your chickens,
your meats, everything is
real and well taken care of
from the time it was in the
field till the time it reach-
es your plate.

“I always feel good
when a plate goes out, I
know we’re not aiding
issues in this country like
bad food and stuff like
that.”

Though the RRR Road-
house cooks with 100-per-
cent soy oil, the kitchen
recently trialed beef tal-
low for about a week and
haven’t ruled out using it
more in the future.

“The big movement
now [in the restaurant
industry] has been beef
tallow,” reported Lock-
wood. “We tried it, had it
in our fryers, and it
worked well. The food, the
flavor, everything is just
unbelievable. It’s all next
level.”

“The feedback we got,
nine out of 10 people loved
it. There’s that one that is
a little either not curious
or just not completely sold
on it yet. I understand.
We’ll probably in the
future be able to keep one
of each, have fryers with
beef tallow and oil fryers.”

In addition to the din-
ing room, the RRR Road-
house features a separate
19-seat bar in an area that
also includes four booths.
Those sitting in bar can
order from the full restau-
rant menu.

Noted Lockwood, “The
nice thing is the bar is
somewhat hidden com-
pared to the dining room,
so it has its own atmos-
phere. You can be some-
what private compared to
the dining room. Typically,
it’s a little more laid back
compared to up front.”

The RRR Roadhouse’s
catering operation can
handle both small and
large events.

“When I purchased the
restaurant, the previous
owner did catering to a
smaller extent. Our chef
and I, it’s just something
we branched off and start-
ed doing more and more.
Before we knew it, it was a
full-fledged  situation,”

more than a steakhouse

remarked Lockwood.

“We can do everything.
If you want a very small
situation, we can handle
that. If you want a full-
scale wedding, we can
handle that.

Like restaurants all
over, Lockwood has had to
meet the challenges of
increasing prices, not only
for food, but also for sup-
plies such as straws,
gloves, and glassware.

“There’s two ways you
could go — you could drop
the quality of your food or
you could keep prices the
same and just run with it,”
offered Lockwood. “I don’t
think that’s a way that we
would ever go [lowered
food quality], though I've

CNG

Palo CNG, LLC

www.palocng.com
814-226-9410

Located at 12600 Route 66, Clarion — just south of exit 64 of I-80.

seen plenty of restaurants
do it. We decided to stay
with the high quality food
and just raises our prices
a little, assuming some of
the cost instead of gouging
customers out.”

“We just take it one day
at a time and adjust as
needed. We just pray
everything stays in the
right direction and bal-
ances, that it doesn’t get
out of whack.”

Lockwood, from the
Brookville-area, believes,
like so many local restau-
rant owners, in giving
back, “We try to do every-
thing we can. There’s a lot
of side things that hap-
pen, behind the scenes
with all the restaurants

and all the businesses
around here that help the
community. Any kind of
function, we try to make
sure we're there, at least
‘kick in’ here or there, do
what we can to offer sup-
port.

The RRR Roadhouse in
open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday to Thursday; 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and
Saturday; and 11 a.m. to 9
p-m. Sunday.

For more information
on RRR Roadhouse,
including a menu, see its
Facebook page (Red River
Roadhouse, Instagram
(@redriverroadhouse), or
w e b s 1 t e
(https://www.redriver-
roadhouse.com/).

Fueling station for unleaded gasoline,
on road diesel, off road diesel and cng.

Open to the public.

Accepting all major credit cards.

Become a proprietary card holder and
save 5¢ per gallon of fuel.

For a fuel card application please visit our website or call 814-226-9410.

Francis J. Palo, Inc.

Clarion Environmental
Services, Inc.
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— Rizer Fireworks gears up for summer fun

Submitted article

MARIENVILLE — Riz-
er Fireworks is a family-
owned and run retail busi-
ness that was established
in 1984 by Clifton and
Mary Rizer in Marienville,
Pennsylvania. The couple
opened their second loca-
tion in Shinglehouse,
Pennsylvania in 1997. As
the small company contin-
ued to grow a third loca-
tion was opened in Russell,
Pennsylvania in 2004. The
family has since opened
another location in
DuBois, Pennsylvania in
May of 2022. Rizer Fire-
works has been providing
safe entertainment to our
patrons for 41 years.

The company started
from very humble begin-
nings, with the first year’s
operations being held in a
small rented building in
Vowinckle, Pennsylvania.
This temporary location
was used while the ground
for the permanent store in
Marienville was being
cleared for building. In the
early years of Rizer Fire-
works, the company’s
founders also were supply-
ing 180 Sheetz stores with
sparklers and novelty
items from 1989 — 1995.
From the company’s start
in 1984 wuntil the law
changed in 2017, only out-
of-state residents could
purchase full line fire-
works items; while Penn-
sylvania residents were
restricted to mnovelties,

fountains, and sparklers.
Throughout the compa-
ny’s 41 years the fireworks
industry has experienced
major growth and change.
Product quality and safety
have continually evolved
and improved with each
passing year. The company
has been affected by the
change in Pennsylvania’s
fireworks law. The original
fireworks law in 1939,
banned the use of aerial
fireworks within Pennsyl-
vania, and was overturned
on October 30, 2017. This
means that Pennsylvania
residents are now legally
permitted to purchase and
use fireworks within the
state according to the law.
Rizer Fireworks, in
2017, along with their
storefronts also operated
five tent locations through-
out the area. The company
only did this for the one
year because of another
Pennsylvania law change
that made tents only able
to sell novelties, fountains,
and sparklers from these
temporary structures.
Rizer Fireworks has
worked to establish and
maintain  relationships
with the community over
the past 41 years. Mary
Rizer participated in the
entrepreneurial business
leaders’ program at St.
Joesph Elementary school.
The program was designed
to help 5th graders gain a
deeper understanding of
business and its opera-

Shippenville area churches

SHIPPENVILLE
Churches serving the Ship-
penville area include:

Manor UMC

Nine Airport Road,

Paint Township, Shippenville
Pastor: Steve Ketner
Sunday worship: 8:45

a.m.

Bible study: 7 p.m.
Wednesdays

Phone: 814-745-2480

Fully handicapped
accessible church

Shippenville UMC
123 Main Street, Shippenville
814-745-2480
814-316-1419

Shippenville  United
Methodist church is part of
the Shippenville four-point
Charge with Curllsville,
Manor, and Monroe.

Pastor: Steve Ketner

Sunday worship: 11
a.m.

The Shippenville
Charge hosts three com-
bined services for Ash
Wednesday, Maundy
Thursday, and Christmas
Eve.

Shippenville UM pro-
vides community
support through various
outreach programs. Some
of those include a toy and
clothing drive in Dec. to
help families in need,
contributions to the local
food bank.

The church has a
clothes drop-off bin in its
parking lot.

Another event taking
place at the church
includes Thanksgiving din-
ner in November.

If you have any
questions, please call the
church at 814-782-3202.

Holy Trinity
Lutheran

501 Main St., Shippenville

814-782-3753

The church has about
38 baptized members.

Pastor: Jeffrey Picciril-
li

Sunday

10:30 a.m.

Craft circle: 9:30 a.m.,
Saturdays. The group
makes stuffed animals for
Independence Health
System—Clarion Hospital.
It also makes quilts and
puts together health kits to
send to Lutheran World
Relief for those in need.

Free sewing classes are
offered twice each year.

In the fall, the
congregation collects do-
nations and puts together
school kits that will be
shipped to  Lutheran
World Relief.

Additionally, to help the
community the church
contributes money to Char-
itable Deeds.

Cornerstone
Church of Clarion

3655 East End Road Ship-

penville
814-226-4949

Cornerstone Church of
Clarion’s mission is to
“Live for MORE: Making
Disciples Obeying God’s

worship:

Word; Reaching the Lost;
Exalting Christ.” We are a
non-denominational,
vibrant, fun, loving,
relaxed and casual church
whose primary purpose is
to love God and our com-
munities with all our
hearts.

We are a church that is
growing each and every
week as we continue to
share the love of Jesus
with people and meet them
where they are in their
walk. There are no perfect
people at Cornerstone. We
are a family who seek to
love more, learn more, and
lean more on Jesus as he
leads us, as he loves us,
and as he continues to
grow us.

At Cornerstone, you’ll
hear the Word of God
preached and taught, and
enjoy a relaxed blended
worship.

Cornerstone  Church
was born just about 12
years ago and started with
around 20 people. We are
now a family with a weekly
gathering of nearly 300
and we continue to grow.

This is an exciting time
at Cornerstone, and God’s
blessings and  Spirit
are evident.

Cornerstone’s programs
span the generations of our
family. From youth group
to Wednesday night prayer,
Celebrate Recovery,
women’s and men’s min-
istries, summer Kids and
Youth Camp, vacation
Bible school, and others
Cornerstone’s programs
promote strong fellowship
and a deep reliance on
God’s presence in our
lives—both  corporately
and individually.

We love welcoming new
people into our family, so if
you’re new to the area or
just want to see how God is
moving and growing us;
come grow with us.

Senior Pastor:
Easlon

Associate Pastor: to be
determined

Worship service: 10:30
a.m.

Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Youth group: 6 to
8 p.m. first and third
Sunday of each month

Celebrate Recov-
ery: 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays

Prayer Fellowship: 6
p-m. Wednesdays

Kids Camp:

July 6 to 10

New! Glow Run: 9 p.m.

Vacation Bible School

July 20 to 23:

5to 8 p.m.

and can be found at:
clarioncornerstone.com/mi
ssions

Web address:
clarioncornerstone.com

Email address: info@
clarioncornerstone.com

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/Cornerstone

Josh

ChurchofClarion/
Instagram: corner-
stonechurchofclarion

tions. Rizer Fireworks in
Marienville hosted the stu-
dents for an educational
field trip to the store as
part of the experience. In
2020, with the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, Rizer
Fireworks donated fire-
works to North Clarion
Junior/Senior High School
for a special graduation
ceremony to help the
seniors create a special
memory; after missing so
many of the other activities
that should be going on
during senior year were
cancelled or altered to
accommodate COVID safe-
ty protocol.

This year the company
looks to continue upgrad-
ing its technology with
improvements to both the
website and app, helping
customers better access
product information and
videos. In addition to the
technology boost, the com-
pany is working to become
more active on their social
media platforms; with a
presence on YouTube, Face-
book, and Instagram, fire-
works enthusiasts can con-
nect with the company
easier and enjoy great fire-
works content! Rizer Fire-
works also has started a
gift certificate program,
the best possible gift for
fireworks enthusiasts in
your life!

Additionally, the compa-
ny has made improve-
ments at the Marienville
location by redoing the
floor in our retail space and
pouring new sidewalks out-
side the store. The Shingle-
house location had
improvements to the stores
roof, including new metal
in the fall. The company’s
Russell location received
an LED sign for promotion-
al advertising in the spring
of 2024. At the DuBois
location improvements
have been made to the
retail space by putting in a
new floor.

Rizer Fireworks has
been a member of the
National Fireworks Associ-
ation for 25 years and the
Pennsylvania Pyrotechnics
Association for 26 years.
These organizations work
to improve the overall fire-
works industry’s safety
standards, education
access, and fair regulation
at the national and state
levels.

The company is now
owned by Clifton and Mary
Rizer, along with their

daughter Christina (Rizer)
Tepke and her husband,
Jacob. Rizer Fireworks
operates as a summer sea-
sonal business and is open
May — September, with the
option to make appoint-
ments the rest of the year
at any of the four locations.
Rizer Fireworks pro-
vides the public with
access to fireworks prod-
ucts such as: rockets, fire-
crackers, fountains, para-
chutes, roman candles,
mortar sets, and repeater
cakes. High quality prod-
ucts are imported from
China for the best value
and lowest prices. Since
the new tariffs on China,
the overall fireworks
industry has been adapt-
ing to the changing and
ongoing supply chain
issues that have resulted.
Fortunately, the company
had already received over
90% of their inventory for
the 2025 summer season
and does not anticipate the
tariffs to impact con-
sumers this year. Rizer
Fireworks works to place
orders earlier with suppli-
ers to alleviate some of the
economic pressures creat-
ed by the new and ever-
changing tariffs to ensure
that the shelves are filled
with high quality fire-
works for all our cus-
tomers to enjoy! The 2025
season will debut over 30
new items in our stores!

NOW
HIRING!

FIND THE BEST
LOCAL JOBS!
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All of us at Rizer Fire-
works are highly anticipat-
ing the summer of 2026, as
the United States will cel-
ebrate its Semiquincenten-
nial, marking the 250th
anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. “This will be the
biggest Fourth of July Cel-
ebration!” explained
Christina, “everyone will
be going all out with their
celebrations and everyone
at Rizer Fireworks looks
forward to helping families
create lifelong memories
for this very special cele-
bration!”

Rizer Fireworks offers
a large selection of both
ground and aerial display
items, with sizes and
prices to accommodate
every celebration and bud-
get. The company’s friend-
ly and knowledgeable staff
works to help families cre-
ate their own perfect back-
yard experience! “Our staff
treats our customers like
family because that is real-
ly important to us,” stated
Christina, “we want to
help make summer memo-
ries that include fireworks
fun!”

Rizer Fireworks is also
available for professional
display shows for town fes-
tivals, weddings, birth-
days, retirements, gradua-
tions, and other events.
Over the past 41 years the
company has provided

Submitted photo.
The Rizer Fireworks team, pictured from left, are: Clifton Rizer, Mary Rizer, Madi-
son Tepke, Christina Tepke, and Jacob Tepke

these services for events
such as: the Marienville
Fourth of July Celebration,
Smethport Summer Festi-
val, Horsethief’s Days in
Knox, Potter County Fair,
St. Mary Church Picnic in
Crown, Girl Scout Camp,
Community Days in Rural
Valley, Mayfest in Fryburg,
and Light Up Night in
Leeper.

Rizer Fireworks is
excited to offer the most
Buy 1, Get 2 Free deals in-
store anywhere! In-store
bonuses also add value to
your shopping experience.
Additional early-bird spe-
cials run through Father’s
Day. For an unforgettable
experience visit Rizer Fire-
works. They are located at
40147 Route 66 in
Marienville and are open
from May to September.
Call 814-316-1183 or visit
www.rizerfireworks.com.
Rizer Fireworks can be
found in the app store; you
can also find them on Face-
book and Instagram.

All of us at Rizer Fire-
works would like to extend
a heartfelt thank you to all
the family, friends, cus-
tomers, businesses, and
colleagues that have sup-
ported us along that way!
Rizer Fireworks is a suc-
cess because of all of you
and we look forward to
continuing to provide safe,
quality backyard enter-
tainment to all of you!l

NEW LIGHT, INC.

Are you a compassionate person looking
for a great career opportunity?

New Light, Inc. is now accepting applications for Direct Care
Personnel. This position will provide support for
intellectually/developmentally disabled individuals in a
community based residential program.

» Competitive Hourly Wages ($17/hr.) « Restraint/Restriction
free agency « Weekends a must! «
* Open Availability greatly appreciated! «

« Opportunity for advancement in company!

CNA’s NEEDED!
All interested individuals may contact the HR Dept. at New Light, Inc.
PO Box 761, Clarion, PA 16214 or call 814-226-6444 x103 or
email hmche@newlightnewlife.net

Pre-employment criminal background check must be free of any serious
offenses. New Light, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer.

Benefit Package Available!
Paid vacation!

te\,‘Q‘,\e Supporting Qual/tyo/[l
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United Community Independence Programs

A REWARDING
CAREER

IN YOUR
COMMUNITY

IS NOW HIRING!!

UCIP provides services and care to individuals with developmental disabilities.
We provide services in Clarion, Crawford and Venango Counties. If you are compassionate, organized,
reliable, professional and want to make a difference in someone’s life, contact us today!

Full Time $18+/hr w/Bene its

DIRECT SUPPORT
PROFESSIONALS

MERLY,
0L

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.UCIPONLINE.COM

-

UCIP is accepting applications for Full-Time Direct Service Professionals
These positions may require evening and weekend availability depending on the shift. You will be
providing support to individuals with developmental disabilities in a group home and community setting.

Why UCIP?

- Starting Wage of $1800 per hour

- Fully paid health insurance, vision insurance, and dental
insurance for all full-time positions after 90 days

- Matching retirement plan
- Excellent paid time off after 90 days
- Paid holidays - Paid training

J

Please apply in person at these UCIP Offices

Clarion Office - 11279 Rt. 322 Clarion, PA  Crawford Office - 17999 Cussewago Rd, Meadville, PA
Venango Office - 155 East Bissell Avenue, Oil City, PA

No telephone calls please. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Applicants should be motivated and reliable with a solid work history; must pass a pre-employment drug screening and medical examination;
have favorable ACT 34 clearance; and a valid driver’s license with a receipt of a satisfactory driving record.
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