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No two home renovation
projects are the same.
Some projects are highly
detailed undertakings that
take months if not years
from start to finish, while
others can be tackled by
skilled do-it-yourselfers
over the course of a single
weekend. Though each
project is different, catego-
rizing renovations as needs
or wants can help home-
owners determine when the
time is right to go forward.

Roof replacement proj-
ects typically fall into the
"need" category. A decaying
roof can jeopardize the
safety and security of a
home and lead to additional
issues, like water damage.
It's unwise to delay roof re-
placement projects when
signs of a decaying roof
start to appear. Homeown-
ers who are starting to see
such indicators can look to
this rundown of roof re-
placement projects as they
begin the process of replac-

ing their roof.
Cost

Roof replace-
ment costs vary
considerably de-
pending on a host
of variables. Mate-
rials, location and
the cost of labor,
dimensions of the
roof, and even
choice of contrac-
tor all affect the
cost of the project.
The home renova-
tion experts at Angi
indicate the aver-
age roof replace-
ment project costs
$9,500. Asphalt is
among the more
affordable roofing
materials, costing
an average of $1
to $1.20 per
square foot, ac-
cording to Nerd-
wallet. Slate roofs will be
more expensive, costing
anywhere from $10 to $30
per square foot.

m ceiving roof esti-
mates. Many home-
owners never
replace a roof
twice, making this a
potentially  costly
but ultimately one-
time expense.
1 Though slate roofs
are expensive,
homeowners may

A rundown on rooflng prOJects

find it reassuring

that estimates from

various roofing re-

Life expectancy
Homeowners may blanch

at the cost of a roof replace-

ment project, particularly if

they choose a more expen-
sive material. However, it's
important to keep life ex-
pectancy in mind when re-

sources indicate
slate roofs come
with a life ex-
pectancy ranging
from 50 to 200
years. By contrast,
Nerdwallet esti-

mates an asphalt
2| roof lasts around 10
1 to 20 years, while
others suggest
= | such roofs can last
~ aslong as 30 years.
Materials
Choice of materials is ar-
guably the most significant
decision homeowners will

make when replacing a
roof. The experts at This
Old House report that mate-
rials typically account for 55
to 65 percent of the overall
cost of a roof replacement
project. Decisions regard-
ing roof materials will be af-
fected by budget, local
climate (certain materials
are better suited to particu-
lar climates than others),
aesthetic appeal, and re-
quired maintenance. |It's
also important that home-
owners consider the mate-
rial warranty of each roofing
product. Some materials
offer longer warranties than
others, which can provide a
measure of security to
homeowners investing so
much in the project.

A roof replacement proj-
ect is not a renovation that
can be delayed when signs
the roof is fading start to ap-
pear. Homeowners are
urged to consider a wide
range of variables before
committing to a project.

Popular kitchen floorlng materlals

It's well-documented that
kitchens are popular gather-
ing spaces in homes. Per-
haps that's one reason why
homeowners looking to sell
their homes direct so much
attention to the kitchen be-
fore listing their properties.
The real estate experts at
Trulia note that emphasis is
well worth it, as buyers in-
spect kitchens and primary
bathrooms more than any
other spaces in a home.

Cabinets and countertops
garner considerable atten-
tion when pondering kitchen
renovations, but it's equally
important that homeowners
pay attention to flooring
when planning a remodel.
The following are some no-
table flooring materials
homeowners may want to
consider as they plan to re-
model their kitchens.

- Ceramic tile: Ceramic
tile is a popular kitchen floor-
ing material. The flooring ex-

perts at Avalon Flooring note
that ceramic tile boasts an
elegant and clean feel. Ce-
ramic tile also is durable and
easy to maintain. That sim-
ple maintenance includes
ease of cleaning, as ceramic
tile can be quickly cleared of
spills and dirt tracked into a
kitchen from outside. Ce-
ramic tile also comes in a
wide variety of colors, a ver-
satility that undoubtedly
adds to its popularity.

- Porcelain tile: Porcelain
tile is another versatile op-
tion that can add instant aes-
thetic appeal to a kitchen.
Porcelain tile is waterproof,
which appeals to many
homeowners looking to ren-
ovate their kitchens. Porce-
lain also is easily cleaned
and durable, as flooring ex-
perts estimate that porcelain
tiles can last anywhere from
15 to 50 years. Porcelain tile
also requires minimal main-
tenance, which appeals to

There is no denying the
appeal of a sunroom. Sun-
rooms bring more of the
outdoors inside by bridg-
ing the gap between home
and yard. Demand is shift-
ing, with more than 61
percent of homeowners
now preferring four-sea-
son insulated rooms for
year-round use, according
to Market Reports World.
A sunroom has the poten-
tial to offer a roughly 50
percent return on invest-
ment and can cost any-
where from $22,000 to
$72,000 on average.

A sunroom addition is a
significant investment and
a decision not to take
lightly, as it changes both

the interior floor plan and
backyard space. To decide
if a sunroom really is a
worthwhile endeavor, it's
important for homeowners
to consider the footprint of
their homes/yards, how
they plan to use the
space, and the amount of
sun the home receives.
Home footprint
Professionals with the
National Association of
Realtors say that a sun-
room should not consume
more than 30 percent of
the remaining backyard
and urge homeowners to
avoid over-developing a
lot. If installing @ sunroom
will leave a homeowner
with only a small patch of

busy homeowners.

- Engineered hardwood:
Engineered hardwood is a
popular choice that many
homeowners appreciate due
to its strength and aesthetic
appeal. This flooring material
is made with real wood that's
reinforced to make it even
more durable and water-re-
sistant. The result is an eas-
ily maintained product that
also can last as long as solid
wood flooring so long as it's
well-maintained.  Various
shades, designs and tex-
tures are available, which
makes this a versatile option.

- Laminate flooring:
Laminate flooring is a
budget-friendly option that's
available in a wide range of
styles, colors and patterns.
The smooth surface of lami-
nate flooring makes it easy
to clean, and it's resistance
to water is another charac-
teristic that appeals to home-
owners. But spills on

yard afterwards, the result
can feel heavy and unbal-
anced. It also won't match
the neighborhood. Another
consideration is the local
zoning ordinances where
a person lives. The City of
Los Angeles, for example,
warns that most towns re-
quire a setback between
the sunroom structure and
the property line. It's also
important to look at the
home's roof and whether
or not the sunroom will fall
right under the eaves or if
it will require an expensive
tie-in to the existing roof.
Utility

It is vital that homeown-
ers determine how they
will use the space and

laminate floors are best
cleaned up quickly, and the

material is vulnerable to
warping and staining if ex-

Is a sunroom right for you?

when. This will dictate the
type of sunroom that
should be built. A three-
season room is typically
uninsulated with only sin-
gle-pane glass. This is
ideal if someone is looking
for a screened-in retreat
without all of the bugs and
a little weather protection.
Four-season rooms are
fully insulated and tie into
a home's HVAC system.
This space will be func-
tional all year long, but it is
a more expensive under-
taking as well.
Light evaluation

The purpose of a sun-
room is to benefit from the
sun. The value of the
space will depend entirely

posed to moisture for ex-

tended periods of time.
These are some of the op-

tions homeowners can con-

sider as they ponder which
material to install on their
kitchen floors as they re-
model these popular rooms.

on which way the room
faces. North-facing sun-
rooms have soft light with
minimal heat or glare that
likely can be used all day.
Morning people can ap-
preciate an east-facing
sunroom while drinking
coffee or reading, and the
space will cool down in the
afternoon. South-facing
rooms will be bright most
of the day and may need
high-end HVAC hookups
or shades to stay comfort-
able, even in cooler
months. West-facing sun-
rooms are great for watch-
ing sunsets, but the hot
afternoon sun must be
considered. UV-rated
glass to prevent floor fad-

ing and even sunburn
likely will be needed.

It is important to work
with a company that spe-
cializes in sunrooms.
Such firms are experi-
enced in helping home-
owners design and
ultimately build these
spaces to avoid common
pitfalls, advises Cham-
pion, a window, sunroom
and home exterior com-
pany.

In general, a sunroom is
not a DIY project since it
typically involves a major
structural change. It can
be a viable addition to a
home when built correctly
to remain durable through
every season.
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