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Hunting season safety tips
Hunting is a popular

pastime across North
America. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service
(FWS) reports there were
14.4 million hunters
across the United States
in 2022, noting those
hunters spent a total of
$42.5 billion. According to
Statistics Canada, Cana-
dians spent $678.6 mil-
lion in the second quarter
of 2023 on hunting, fish-
ing and camping equip-
ment. The B.C. Wildlife
Federation found there
were 1.27 million hunters
in Canada in 2019.

Hunting is a popular
way to enjoy the outdoors
and is a carefully moni-
tored activity that places
strict limits on game col-
lected. Safety protocols
must be followed when
hunting. The following
guidelines can help
hunters and non-hunters
remain safe.

Ensure you can be
seen

Visibility is essential
during hunting season.
Wearing blaze orange can
help minimize the
chances of anyone being
mistaken for game ani-
mals. Deer are not color-
blind, but they lack the

ability to distinguish col-
ors like red and orange
from green and brown,
says the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife. Wearing blaze
orange will not make
hunters stand out to deer,
but it can make them vis-
ible to other hunters.

Be safe in tree
stands

Perching above the
landscape can give
hunters a clear view of
game below. Permanent
tree stands are more like-
ly to deteriorate over time
due to the weather;
hunters should use tem-
porary tree stands only
for the season. Falls tend
to be the most common
cause of injuries, notes
the Mayo Clinic Health
Systems. Hunters should
pay attention to their sur-
roundings to avoid being
startled by animals while
in tree stands. Also,
checking equipment and
using safety belts can
help prevent falls. The
average fall from a tree
stand is 15 feet.

Acknowledge your
own physical limi-
tations

Activities inherent to

hunting, which include
walking over rough ter-
rain, carrying and shoot-
ing a rifle and dragging
an animal carcass push
the body to work harder.
This may increase the
risk of heart attack in
people unaccustomed to
strenuous exercise. Take
frequent breaks, and
hunters may want to go
out in pairs so that some-
one can call for help or
administer first aid or
CPR, if necessary.

Dress accordingly
In addition to wearing

blaze orange, hunters
should be dressed for the
weather to avoid frostbite
and hypothermia. Layer-
ing clothing can be help-
ful, as layers can be taken
off or added to stay com-
fortable.

Be sure of your tar-
get

The FWS advises certi-
fying a target before tak-
ing a shot. This can help
ensure people, pets or oth-
er animals are not in the
line of fire.

Recognize hunting
seasons and lands

Non-hunters must
practice safety during
hunting season as well,

even if they are not par-
ticipating. FWS advises
nature lovers to learn
where and when hunting
is taking place and plan
recreational activities
based on this information.
Staying out of designated
hunting areas is essen-
tial. It's also important
for non-hunters to choose
bright clothing to be visi-
ble when in the woods. A
brightly colored bandana

or piece of fabric tied
around a dog's neck will
help to protect the ani-
mal. Sticking to trails
also improves the safety
of the public and will
reduce the likelihood of
entering designated hunt-
ing areas.

Treat every firearm
as if it is loaded

Hunters should treat
every firearm as if it is

loaded. The muzzle
should be pointed in a
safe direction, and the
only time a finger should
be on the trigger is when
one is ready to shoot. Nev-
er assume a firearm is
unloaded.

Fall is prime season
for hunting, and hunters
and non-hunters can ben-
efit from a refresher
course in hunting safety.

The following guidelines can help hunters and non-hunters remain safe.

Candidates sought for Fish and Boat Commission board
HARRISBURG — The

Governor’s Advisory
Council for Hunting, Fish-
ing and Conservation is
seeking qualified candi-
dates interested in serv-
ing the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission
(PFBC) as commissioners
in the following regions:

� District 3: Cameron,
Centre, Clearfield, Clin-
ton, Elk, Jefferson, McK-
ean, and Potter counties

� District 6: Adams,
Cumberland, Dauphin,
Franklin, Lancaster,

Lebanon, Perry, and York
counties

� At-large: member
who is experienced in
boating and water safety
education and shall be a
registered boat owner and
shall represent various
geographical sections and
boating interests in this
Commonwealth

Title 30 of the Pennsyl-
vania Code provides that
commissioners are
appointed for four-year
terms with the opportuni-
ty to be reappointed for

two additional four-year
terms and can serve for
six months after their
term expires, or until their
replacement is named,
whichever occurs first.

“With more than 1 mil-
lion hunters and anglers
and nearly 5 million acres
of public lands, it is easy
to see why hunting and
fishing continue to be
among the most popular
segments of Pennsylva-
nia’s $19 billion-dollar
outdoor recreation econo-
my,” said Derek Eberly,

director of the advisory
council. “The Shapiro
Administration seeks a
diverse group of appli-
cants, one of whom will be
nominated by the Gover-
nor. We encourage anyone
interested in volunteering
to serve on the board to
send a letter of intent and
their professional
resume.”

Per Pennsylvania
Code, individuals interest-
ed in serving as a district
commissioner shall be
persons well informed on

the subject of conserva-
tion, restoration, fish and
fishing, boats and boating,
and a resident of the dis-
trict. Commissioners
receive no compensation
for their service but are
reimbursed for travel
expenses.

Candidates will be
interviewed by the adviso-
ry council regarding their
professional and volun-
teer experience with
wildlife conservation and
activities related to hunt-
ing and fishing. Appoint-

ments to the PFBC Com-
mission are made by Gov-
ernor Josh Shapiro and
require the advice and
consent of the Senate of
Pennsylvania.

Individuals interested
in applying should email a
resume and cover letter to
Derek Eberly, Director of
the Governor’s Advisory
Council for Hunting, Fish-
ing and Conservation,
deeberly@pa.gov 

Applications will be
accepted until 5 p.m., Fri-
day, December 5.

The basics of hunting seasons

Hunting has been
around a long time. Accord-
ing to Britannica, hunting
as many know it today
began in ancient Greece.
Various game were hunted
to provide food, fuel and
materials to make clothing
and blankets. In the Middle
Ages, hunting was the priv-
ilege of nobility and linked
to land ownership. Hunting
is now strictly regulated in
many countries and is typi-
cally used as a way to con-
trol wildlife populations
that would otherwise over-
run certain areas.

Hunting limits and
clearly defined hunting
seasons are often spelled
out in detail in local hunt-
ing laws. Wildlife commis-
sions across states,
provinces and territories
set up strict time periods
that govern which game

can be hunted. Legislation
also dictates size limits and
the amount of game that
can be killed. The North
Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission
breaks down hunting sea-
sons into big game, water-
fowl, small game, and web-
less migratory game birds.
Seasons vary depending on
where hunters live.

The hunting education
resource Hunter-Ed says
hunting seasons are deter-
mined by the type of ani-
mal, the environment and
animal characteristics like
mating season. Wildlife
biologists in various
regions study animal popu-
lations and make recom-
mendations on hunting
seasons. "Open season" is
when a species may be
legally hunted, and tends to
coincide with when the pop-

ulation of that species is at
its highest, without inter-
fering with breeding times.

Many hunters eagerly
await "opening day" so they
can start their hunting
right away. The season is
"closed" when hunters are
no longer allowed to go
after that game. Food
shortages, extreme temper-
atures and low population
numbers may affect season
duration. Archery seasons
tend to begin before
firearm seasons in many
states. Hunting outside of
seasons is known as poach-
ing and is punishable by
law.

Turkey is typically
hunted in the spring or fall.
Migratory waterfowl hunt-
ing tends to open in late
September and early Octo-
ber. The seasons to hunt
deer, and their close cousins

like caribou, moose and
reindeer, open in late Sep-
tember and early October,
continuing into November
for firearms hunting. How-
ever, according to the hunt-
ing guide
CleverHunters.com, deer
seasons open up in the
summer in Florida, South
Carolina and Idaho.

Hunters will be

required to obtain a hunt-
ing license. At the time of
licensure, hunters also may
be given tags for their game
animals. A tag is a physical
permit the hunter carries
with him or her that must
be attached to an animal
immediately after it is
felled. Hunters are reigned
in by the number of tags
they have, which will coor-

dinate with game limits.
The tag will need to be com-
pleted with the date and
time of harvest and the
location.

To learn more about
hunting seasons where you
live, contact your local fish
and wildlife organization or
visit www.huntingseason-
hq.com for a state-by-state
listing of hunting seasons.
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