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Express yourself with a custom kitchen 
or bath priced to fit any budget!
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Order your winter projects
 to avoid costly delays!now
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� Custom Kitchen & Bath
� Over 100 Door Styles

antage Line is on Sale Now!� The Entire Kraftmaid V
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Express yourself with a custom kitchen
or bath priced to fit any budget!

� Standard All Plywood Construction

� Slow Close Hinges

� Heavy Duty Self Closing Drawers

� Made in the USA

� More than 65 Classically Elegant F

� Competitors Envy

 

 

 

 

 

 

Express yourself with a custom kitchen
or bath priced to fit any budget!

� Standard All Plywood Construction

� Heavy Duty Self Closing Drawers
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Express yourself with a custom kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 � Competitors Envy

� 200 Plus Luxurious Storage Solutions

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 200 Plus Luxurious Storage Solutions

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBATING68 YEARS!

Call 814-938-8434
vandykeandcompany.com
101 East Mahoning St.

Punxsutawney

offers dance classes in Ballet,
Modern, Jazz, Tap, Exercise, 

Line Dancing and Ballroom Dancing
Learn to Dance for 
Your Special Day!

Make
Your First

Dance
Together
A Special

One!

Group Discounts for Bridal Parties

Tips to streamline a wedding day Responsibilities typically delegated
to notable bridal party members

Marriage is a social
institution that is thou-
sands of years old. Mar-
riage has undergone
changes over the years, but
plenty of people are still
tying the knot and hosting
amazing wedding celebra-
tions.

A total of 2,065,905
marriages were recorded in
the United States in 2022.
Statistics Canada indicates
98,355 registered mar-
riages took place in 2020.
Prospective brides and
grooms may be inclined to
host more simplified and
streamlined weddings in
order to save money and
time. Finding ways to
streamline a wedding is not
necessarily that challeng-
ing.

· Keep the ceremony
short. While this may not
always be an option for cou-
ples who are having a tra-
ditional religious ceremony
that is beholden to the
rules of the faith, some cou-
ples can opt for a shortened
ceremony that is more
direct and to the point. A

streamlined ceremony can
stick strictly to the
exchange of vows, rather
than including readings,
musical interludes, candle
lighting ceremonies, and
more. Couples who want
religious ceremonies can
speak with their officiants
to see how they can stick to
tradition, but keep the cer-
emony more succinct.

· Communicate roles for
the wedding party. Having
designated people to han-
dle a variety of tasks at the
wedding fosters efficiency
and can save time by mov-
ing things along. It also
allows for smooth transi-
tions during parts of the
ceremony. For example, the
maid of honor traditionally
holds the bride's bouquet
during the ceremony. But
other bridesmaids can be
enlisted to hold items or fix
the bride's train or veil as
well.

· Select one venue. Hold-
ing the wedding ceremony
and reception in the same
place cuts down on travel
time and logistical issues

for both the guests and
those involved in the wed-
ding. It also reduces neces-
sary costs for transporta-
tion.

· Choose a nearby loca-
tion. Asking guests and
vendors to travel great dis-
tances can add time to the
wedding festivities. Select-
ing a centrally located cere-
mony site and reception
hall will streamline many
of the steps people would
have to take to attend. It
also might remove the need
to arrange overnight
accommodations for the
wedding.

· Hire a wedding coordi-
nator. A professional plan-
ner and coordinator will
keep the wedding moving
along on time and ensure a
smooth process. This pro-
fessional can remain emo-
tionally neutral, solve prob-
lems and ensure that
everyone is in the right
place.

Streamlining a wedding
and making it more effi-
cient can save time and
money.

Simple touches that add an
elegant feel to a wedding

The term "the perfect
wedding" can be somewhat
misleading. Couples have
their own ideas regarding
the perfect wedding, and no
single vision is more worthy
of that characterization
than another.

Tradition plays a big
role at many weddings, as
couples have long embraced
customs like the first dance,
cutting the cake together
and even tossing the bridal
bouquet at the reception.
Traditional weddings often
are associated with ele-
gance, and there are many
ways to create an elegant
aesthetic at a wedding.

· Consider candlelight.
Candlelight can make any
space feel cozy and warm.
Lit candles also create a
calming and elegant vibe at
a wedding. A handful of
thoughtfully placed candles
around a ceremony space
can add a sense of elegance
to a wedding. That vibe can
be maintained into the
reception when candles are
placed on dining tables.

· Include some vintage
items. Vintage items can
add elegance because they
call to mind traditional
weddings of past eras.
Unique vintage vases on
seating tables or even as
reception table centerpieces
are simple to arrange and
effective at adding an ele-
gant touch.

· Choose a signature
cocktail. The drinks guests
enjoy at the reception also
can add some elegance to
the festivities. Ask the
reception hall bartender to
collaborate on a classic
cocktail, ideally one that
might have been popular
years ago or even a modern-
ized version of a drink that
calls to mind ceremonies of
yesteryear.

· Go traditional with
wedding attire. More and
more brides are choosing
wedding gowns that go
beyond the classic white

dress. But brides who want
something elegant may
want to stick to traditional
attire. The same goes for
grooms, who can choose a
traditional black tuxedo to
add some simple elegance
to the big day.

· Set your sights on seat-
ing. There's no area of a
wedding that can't be aug-
mented with a little ele-
gance, and that even goes
for seating. Chair sashes
complement an elegant
theme, and such simple
decor is easy to pull off. It
also provides instant appeal
and a touch of class as
guests enter the venue and

take a seat.
An elegant wedding aes-

thetic makes for great pho-
tographs and adds a memo-
rable vibe to a ceremony
and reception.

Engaged couples tend to
ask their closest family
members and friends to be
in their bridal parties. Such
requests are an honor and
bridal party members tend
to be excited to play such a
significant role on a cou-
ple's wedding day. But
bridal party members also
do much to help engaged
couples before the big day.

Couples can choose to
delegate as many tasks as
they desire to bridal party
members. Before delegat-
ing, couples can look to tra-
dition to guide them in
regard to asking their
bridal parties to lend a
hand.

· Best man: The best
man toast at a wedding
reception tends to be a
jovial part of the festivities
that couples and guests
look forward to, so asking a
best man to give such a
speech is customary. Best
man responsibilities also
may include organizing a
bachelor party or a similar
type of get-together with
fellow groomsmen and oth-
er guests prior to the wed-
ding. A best man also may
coordinate a gift for the
groom if the groomsmen
want to give the groom an
item that requires pooling
resources.

· Maid/matron of honor:
A maid/matron of honor
typically delivers a toast at
the reception prior to the
best man's speech. A
maid/matron of honor also
may coordinate a bache-
lorette party and bridal
shower in the weeks or
months before the wedding.
A maid/matron of honor
tends to play a significant
role on the wedding day as
well. A maid/matron of hon-
or may handle any prob-
lems that arise in the hours
before the ceremony so the
bride can relax. For exam-
ple, a maid/matron of honor
may work to ensure the
bride is shielded from
issues affecting hair and
makeup, the venue, last-
minute gown concerns, and
other unforeseen problems
that can arise. A
maid/matron of honor may
need to do some delegating
of her own prior to the cere-
mony, asking fellow brides-
maids to help coordinate
party plans.

· Bridesmaids: Brides-
maids can help a bride
when she's choosing her
gown as well as the dresses
bridesmaids themselves
will wear. Bridesmaids also
help the maid/matron of
honor coordinate the bache-
lorette party and pitch in to

help address any issues
that arise on the day of the
ceremony.

· Groomsmen: Grooms-
men can be tasked with
helping the best man coor-
dinate a bachelor party.
Groomsmen also can be
asked to schedule their
tuxedo fittings to afford
enough time for alterations
and orders to be completed
in time for the big day.

· Parents: Parents' roles
have changed considerably
in recent years. While the
parents of the bride tradi-
tionally paid for the wed-
ding and grooms' parents
were tasked with
bankrolling the rehearsal
dinner, many modern cou-
ples now foot some, if not
all, of those bills them-
selves. Parents can still be
asked to lend some finan-
cial assistance. In addition,
couples can seek input from
parents regarding reception
traditions like
father/daughter and moth-
er/son dances.

Many bridal party mem-
bers are willing to do what-
ever it takes to make a cou-
ple's wedding day as special
as possible. Couples are still
urged to discuss responsi-
bilities with bridal party
members prior to delegat-
ing tasks.

Here comes the bride

It's customary for a
bride-to-be to make a grand
entrance on her wedding
day, and for many that

involves the processional
song "Bridal Chorus," com-
monly referred to as "Here
Comes the Bride." The song
is from the 1850 opera
"Lohengrin," which was
composed by Richard Wagn-
er. In the opera, the women
in the wedding party sing
the song as they escort the
bride, Elsa, to her bridal
chamber. The original lyrics
included, "Faithfully, led,
you go." and referred to the
joy of the couple's new life

together. After Princess Vic-
toria, the daughter of
Queen Victoria of England,
used the song for her 1858
wedding procession, the
music became a wedding
staple across Europe and
America. While the instru-
mental version is widely
used for a bride's walk
down the aisle, some reli-
gious institutions prefer
couples choose another song
because of the music's secu-
lar origins.




