
MEMORANDUM 
 

From: Scott R. Drury 

 

Re: “Shakedown Street” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 As set forth in the timeline on the following page, beginning in or about late spring 2016 

and continuing until at least mid-October 2016, in Chicago, Illinois and Springfield, Illinois, 

Michael J. Madigan engaged in what I perceived to be a scheme to obtain a large campaign 

contribution from Friends of Scott Drury in return for the passage of child-protection legislation 

on which I was working.  While Madigan, through a spokesperson, takes issue with the above-

described conduct, the timeline and records tell the true story. 

  



TIMELINE OF EVENTS WITH CORROBORATING RECORDS 
 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION CORROBORATING 

RECORDS 

 

In or about 

late spring 

2016 

 Madigan’s counsel – Heather Wier Vaught 

– informs Drury on the House floor that 

Madigan would like to work with Drury on 

his legislative proposal to protect the 

privacy of school children’s electronic data. 

 

 

7/7/2016 – 

8/17/2016 

 Emails between Drury and Madigan’s 

counsel to find time to discuss data privacy 

legislation 

 

Email 

10/7/2016 9:15 am Email from Drury to Madigan’s counsel 

inquiring into status of data privacy 

legislation 

 

Email 

10/7/2016 10:10 am Email from Madigan’s counsel to Drury 

stating that Drury should have received a 

draft, “I’ll get it to you ASAP.”   

 

Drury had not received any draft. 

 

Email 

10/7/2016 11:34 am About an hour after the above-described 

email chain, Madigan leaves a voicemail on 

Drury’s cell phone:  

 

“Scott, this is Mike Madigan.  Would you 

please give me a call at 773-[REDACTED].  

773-[REDACTED].  Thank you.” 

 

Drury still did not receive any draft of the 

legislation. 

 

Voice message 

(saved) 

10/7/2016 1:58 pm; 

2:02 pm 

Drury and Madigan talk by phone.   

 

Madigan invites Drury to dinner on October 

18, 2016 at the Union League Club in 

Chicago. 

 

Drury still did not receive any draft of the 

legislation. 

 

Phone records 



DATE TIME DESCRIPTION CORROBORATING 

RECORDS 

 

10/7/2016 – 

10/18/2016 

 

 Drury did not receive any draft of the 

legislation. 

 

10/18/2016 6:30 pm Drury and Madigan meet at Union League 

Club.     

 

Phone records  

10/18/2016  During dinner, Madigan inquires into status 

of Drury’s data privacy bill.  Drury informs 

Madigan that he had been discussing it with 

Madigan’s staff but had not received a 

draft. 

 

Madigan switches topics and requests 20% 

of Drury’s campaign fund and notes – “For 

you, that’s a lot of money.”   

 

Madigan states that he knows Drury can’t 

contribute directly to Madigan – asks Drury 

to run the money through LIFT PAC – 

headed by Daniel Biss. Madigan gives 

Drury a memo regarding LIFT PAC. 

 

Madigan tells Drury he can welcomed back 

into the Democratic Party.  Madigan states 

he will look into the status data privacy 

legislation. 

 

Drury does not commit to anything. 

 

LIFT PAC memo 

10/19/2016 9:44 am Drury calls Madigan and tells him that 

Drury does not trade legislation for 

campaign contributions and wants to make 

sure that is absolutely clear.  Madigan states 

he doesn’t do that either. 

 

Phone records 

10/21/2016 4:09 pm Madigan’s staff finally sends Drury a draft 

of the student data privacy legislation.  

  

 

Email 

10/27/2016 2:37 pm Madigan leaves Drury message Voice message 



DATE TIME DESCRIPTION CORROBORATING 

RECORDS 

 

10/27/2017 3:04 pm Drury returns Madigan’s call.   

 

Madigan asks if Drury will give the 

requested 20% of his campaign fund.   

 

Drury tells Madigan he will not contribute 

to LIFT PAC.   

 

Drury says he is going to support other 

Democrats.   

 

Madigan says he will provide Drury with a 

list of the Democrats Drury can support.   

 

Drury says he will support Democrats of his 

choosing.   

 

Madigan says: “How is that helpful to me?”   

 

Drury tells Madigan not to send the list. 

 

Phone records 

10/27/2017 7:59 pm Email from Tim Mapes to Drury attaching a 

list of “recommended” contributions for 

Drury to make.   

 

List totals $56,000.   

 

Email and memo 

 

  Drury ultimately decides – on his own – to 

contribute to Personal PAC and the Gun 

Violence Prevention PAC because those are 

causes he and his supporters believe in. 

 

Board of Elections 

filings 

  The legislation never passed  

 


