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(NON-PERTINENT CONVERSATION)

Hey Lou, um, what have you decided about,
along to another career?

um, moving

Well, it’s always been an option for me, but, um, you
know I, I’ve had my sights set on other things within
my current career.

Right.

But, but I have this, uh, thought that you’re about to
tell me something I need to know.

Well, um, so, um, we know the woman who’s threatening
that if AH you’re in leadership she’s going to go public.
We know that Rich Miller is claimin’ he’s got emails
from women, um, and communication between you and, and
women, and uh, um, I, I Jjust think it’s in your best
interest to, to leave while you’re, you’'re strong and
not face all that if you’re still a member.

So, um, based on, uh, and all that-
So this is no longer, this is no longer me talking. I'm
an agent, somebody that cares deeply about ya, who

thinks that you really oughta move on.

Um, so that tells me that that person is,
interested in moving me up in leadership,

uh, no longer
right?

That’s right, that’s right.
Um, uh,

although I must say, I,
is bullshit. But in the,

and I would never embarrass him that way,
I do believe that all of that
in the environment in which we
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are today, doesn’t really matter if it’s bullshit or
not, does it?

No, (unintelligible) I mean you handled that first
claim, but also, we, I think you and I as lawyers would
say she did a pitiful job also. (Laughs)I mean-

Yeah.

-just pitiful. Ah, and so it helps with (unintelligible)
discredit her, and uh credentialize you. But, I don’t
know, this next gal, maybe she (unintelligible) does
the best (unintelligible) all of a sudden. Um, you know
then, then it’s (unintelligible) you know, the- he fired
his, his chief of staff of over 25 years, you know what
I mean? I-

Sure.
(Unintelligible) he uses Cousineau for certain things.
Yeah.

He uses me for certain things, and there’s no reason
with your skillset why he won’t use you for certain
things.

And do you think uh, he would, uh, be helpful to me in,
uh, business, uh, procurement?

Uh- yes. But I, I also wanna tell ya that I don’t think
you’ re gonna have a hard time (laughs).

Well I don’t, I don’t either. Were you, you were not
aware of this when we met, Mike?

Uh, this all came about, um, since you and I talked. A-
, at that point, he was just worried about ya cause ya
know, we all hear rumors and stuff like that and he was
just concerned about, um, uh, ya know maybe after three
decades it’s a good time for you to go make a buck. Um,
but he, h, he wasn’t, ya know, it, it wasn’t like “Mike,
now you gotta tell him that he’s just not gonna get on
leadership. And, and now if he, then if he goes on the
dark side after that, he’s embarrassed and he’s
weakened, whereas if he leaves before, um, like the
caucus votes or the, I'm, elected Speaker, um, he leaves
with, with strength.” And I guess this gal is claimin’
that she’s not going public. She doesn’t- unless she,
unless you’re in leadership.
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Well, alright, so that’s something I’1ll have to
consider, but more important than what she has to say
is what he has to say.

Right.

And uh, I hear you. So, I’1l1l give some, uh, some more
thought to this, um, since a lot of things are not a
secret to you folks, um, I, I, I, I have had an offer
or two.

Good.

Uh, um, um, on the other hand I may just choose to go
it alone.

Mhm .

Uh, maybe I can pull in enough things so I don’t have
to be ya know, somebody’s partner or somebody’s, uh,
employee.

Mhm .

Uh, but that’s something I can think about. Um, uh, if
I were to pull the plug on this, um, uh, is there a
suggested time?

Well, I don’t know what he’s gonna do if the caucus
votes, but two years ago, if you remember, you were the
caucus chair. You, you, you and Tim were at the front
table.

Yeah, yeah well.

Yeah. I, I haven’t talked to him about that specific
role but if he doesn’t choose you for that role then
that’1l1l start the buzz.

Oh, I don’t know, I think people sort of looked at that
as kind of a throwaway, I, I don’t know. Um, I, I, I
don’t think, just off the top of my head, I don’t think
I can make that happen that fast. Phone call from the
Speaker, um, um, or even a phone call from me, say, “of
course we want you around.”

Right. And the Speaker-

(Simultaneous conversation.)
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-I have to figure if, if Steve Davis can pull down a
living, um, while being-

(Laughs.) Yeah, yeah right, I got it. (Laughs.) Well,
there’s a lot, there a lot of worse, uh, lobbyists than
Steve Davis that they’re pulling down (unintelligible).
(Laughs.)

Well, so Mike, I'm gonna, I'm gonna give this some
thought.

Okay.

Um, um, I appreciate you leveling with me. Um, i, it
wasn’'t really my plan for my future, but, um, you know
th-, the caucus is important to me and I would-

Right.

-never, I wouldn’t do anything to damage my Speaker or
my caucus.

Right.

Um, he’s been very good to me, um, and I’'m not gonna do
anything nasty to him. Um, so let me think about this,
I think-

Of course.

-you know where we’ll end up going. It’s hard for me to
get my arms around that decision because you know I put
a lot of my life into our caucus.

Oh, absolutely, sir. Your life, vyour brains, your
treasure, uh, (unintelligible) you’ve  done, uh,
(unintelligible) vyou’ve dedicated your life really to
it, so.

Um, it, it, it sounds easy to say well just go make
money assuming I can, and I think I can, but it sounds
easy, um, but for me, it was never about money. If it
was, I wouldn’t have been there 30 years in the first
place.

Exactly.

Uh, well you know the feeling. Y-
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Yep.

-You, ya know, um, you left in a different way, but-
(Simultaneous conversation.)

Yeah.

-but you know how you felt about it while you were doing

it and the fact that you’ve been around all these years

to try to help the Speaker, speaks about you.

Well, ya know (unintelligible) when I lost in ‘82, I

was 1in depression for over a year. And I didn’t come

back to lobby until like ‘85, and so. But, va know,

everybody respects ya and loves ya Lou, so, uh, just

think about it hard, would ya?

Well, I think you know, look, let me put it to you this

way. If I'm not gonna be back in leadership, am I gonna

sit in the Stratton Building? I, I just don’t see me

doing that. So-

Right.

-even, even if I, even, let’s assume for the second that

instead of the Speaker looking out for my best interest,

the Speaker was just pissed off at me, right? And he-

Right.

-shuns me and sends me back to the Stratton Building.

Well, after 31 years, that would be a public insult I

wouldn’t want.

Right.

Right?

Right.

And I don’t, I don’t really wanna be in that position

now either. I don’t wanna be in an office next to, ya

know, Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz.

(Unintelligible) Andrade. (Laughs.) Yeah, yeah.

So, I, I, I, I, I, you know where this is gonna go but
I just need to get my arms wrapped around this.

Yes, sir.
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Um.
And if you wanna talk about it more just call me, Lou.

Well, I, I may is now. Maybe the Speaker has some ideas
now.

I'd be glad to do that.
Okay, I-
Okay.

You know, I have created a lot of friends over the years,
so-

Yes, you have.

There may be some people that wanna write me a check
just, just ‘cause they love me.

Exactly.

Alright, um-

Alright.

By the end of next week, I’11 be able to have a rational
conversation. I assume that will be okay with him and
that as long as this gets done, um, before session starts
in January we’ll be okay, right?

Yes.

Okay. So I-

Okay.

-won’t look to rush to something during veto session.
Okay.

Alright.

I’11 let him know and if he, if he’s got a different
opinion of that, I’11 (unintelligible) back.

Alright, and-

Alright.
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Ya know he c—-, he, he can call me himself if he wishes,
I know this is not a good conversation for him, but I'm
always available for him.

Yep. I got it.

Alright.

Alright. God bless you, sir.

Thanks, Mike.

Bye, Lou.

(END OF CONVERSATION)



