Key dates in the poisoning homicide investigations

Police have arrested a woman named Meshell Hale of Baton Rouge in the death of Damian Skipper, a man
she once claimed was her husband. Investigators are still looking into the death of Hale’s actual husband,
Arthur Noflin Jr., who was found dead in New Orleans. Here are the facts according to law enforcement:

January 8, 2015: Hale purchases barium acetate online.
.3 February 25, 2015: Hale searches the internet for information on barium acetate poisonings.
May 8, 2015: Hale purchases more barium acetate online.
June 30, 2015: Skipper dies in Baton Rouge after being in and out of a hospital for a week.
Medical professionals declare his death was caused by a heart attack. Hale lived with Skipper and
claimed they were married, but they never legally were.
— July 20, 2015: Hale’s legal husband, Arthur Noflin, makes her the sole beneficiary of a $750,000

life insurance policy.

— December 2015: Noflin is hospitalized with a “near fatal illness” with similar symptoms to
Skipper's iliness before his death. Hale later receives $10,000 from a life insurance policy after
Skipper’s death.

January 11, 2016: Hale, once again, purchases more barium acetate online.

March 18, 2016: Noflin’s body was found in a burning truck in New Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward. Earlier
that day, Nina Alexander, the girlfriend of Hale’s daughter, rented a vehicle seen following Noflin’s
truck on the way to New Orleans on I-10 and also driving back toward Baton Rouge.

May 9, 2016: East Baton Rouge deputies search the homes and vehicles of Hale and Alexander.

April 21, 2017: Skipper's body was exhumed and tested for barium acetate.

—— May 19, 2017: Skipper's death is reclassified as a homicide by barium acetate poisoning.

— May 24, 2018: Baton Rouge police release an arrest warrant for Hale in the death of Skipper.
June 5, 2018: Meshell Hale is taken into custody and booked in East Baton Rouge Parish Prison on
second-degree murder in the death of Skipper.
Noflin’s cause and manner of death remain unclassified.

Source: Various law enforcement search warrant documents Advocate graphic




