AGTS OF 2024
LEGISLATURE

Acts 445-549

ACT No. 445
HOUSE BILL NO. 6388
BY REPRESENTATIVE LARVADAIN
AN ACT
To enact Part XVII of Chapter 2 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of

1950, to be comprised of R.S. 33:1420.31, relative to certain local government

officials; to provide relative to training authorized for such officials; to

provide relative to resources and training offered by certain associations
or groups; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part XVII of Chapter 2 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised
?tiatutes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 33:1420.31, is hereby enacted to read as
ollows:

PART XVII. TRAINING FOR CERTAIN LOCALGOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

§1420.31. Local government officials; training; certain municipalities

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, all mayors
and members of the governing authorities of municipalities with a population
of fifteen thousand persons or less according the latest federal decennial
census may participate in workshops and other training courses offered by
associations or groups that provide training to local government officials,
which are intended to assist such officials in carrying out their duties by
enhancing their knowledge of laws regulating their respective municipalities.
Any such elected official may use any local government resource provided by
such associations or groups to the officials and theirrespective municipalities.

B. Any association or group provided for in Subsection A of this Section
may work jointly to provide workshops, training courses, and other resources
to the elected officials and may offer incentives to the officials, such as
continuing education credits or certificates for specialization in certain
subject matters, to encourage their use of resources and attendance at
workshops and training courses.

C. The provisions of this Part are applicable to any person who is appointed

temporarily to fill a vacancy in an elective office of any municipality provided
for in Subsection A of this Section.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 446
HOUSE BILL NO. 690
BY REPRESENTATIVE MARCELLE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:9097.7(B), (C), and (F), relative to East Baton

Rouge Parish; to provide relative to the Melrose East Crime Prevention

District; to provide relative to the boundaries, purpose, and powers and

duties of the district; to provide relative to the imposition of a parcel fee

within the district; to provide relative to the expiration and renewal of the
fee; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:9097.7(B), (C), and (F), are hereby amended and reenacted
to read as follows:

§9097.7. Melrose East Crime Prevention District

ES ES £

B.(1) Boundaries. The district shall encompass the area included within
the following perimeter: Renoir Avenue, North Ardenwood Drive, North
Lobdell Boulevard, and Florida Boulevard.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the
boundaries of the district shall also encompass the area included on both
sides of the following streets: Renoir Avenue, North Ardenwood Drive, North
Lobdell Boulevard, and Florida Boulevard if the question of expansion and
imposition of the parcel fee is approved by a majority of the registered voters
in the area included within the expanded boundaries voting on a proposition
at an election held for that purpose in accordance with the Louisiana Election
Code. No less than thirty days prior to any election held to approve such
expansion and parcel fee, the board shall mail notification of the upcoming
election to each registered voter of the expanded area and to each owner of
a parcel in the expanded area who is not a registered voter of the expanded

area.

C.(1) Purpose. The purpose of the district shall be to aid in erime prevention
and to add to the security of district residents by providing for an increase in
the presence of law enforcement personnel in the district.

(2 In addition to the purposes provided for in Paragraph (1) of this
Subsection, the district is also created for the purpose of adding to the
overall betterment of the district by providing for beautification and other
improvements within the district if the question of the additional purposes
and the imposition of the parcel fee for such purposes is approved by a
majority of the registered voters in the district voting on a proposition at an
election held for that purpose in accordance with the Louisiana Election
Code. No less than thirty days prior to any election held to approve such
additional purposes and parcel fee, the board shall mail notification of the
upcoming election to each registered voter of the district and to each owner
of a parcel in the district who is not a registered voter of the expanded area.

F. Parcel fee. The goeverni rish governing
authority of the district may 1mpose and collect a parcel fee w1th1n the district
subject to and in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection:

(1) The amount of the fee shall be as requested by duly adopted resolution
of the board. The fee, however, shall not exceed two hundred dollars per
parcel per year for lots zoned for residential use and two thousand dollars
per parcel per year for lots zoned for commercial use.

(2)(a) The fee shall be imposed on each improved parcel located within the
district.

(b) For purposes of this Section, “parcel” means a lot, a subdivided portion
of ground, or an individual tract and does not mean a “condominium parcel”
as defined in R.S. 9:1121.103. Thus, with respect to condominiums, the fee
collector shall impose the parcel fee on each lot on which condominiums are
situated and not on individual condominium units.

(¢) The owner of the parcel shall be responsible for payment of the fee.

(3)@) The fee shall be imposed only after the question of its imposition has
been approved by a majority of the registered voters of the district voting on
the proposition at an election held for that purpose in accordance with the
Louisiana Election Code. At least thirty days prior to any election held to
approve imposition of a parcel fee, the board shall mail notification of the
upcoming election to each registered voter of the district and to each owner
of a parcel in the district who is not a registered voter of the district. No other
election shall be required except as provided by this Paragraph.

(b) The initial election on the question of the imposition of the fee shall be
held at the same time as a regularly scheduled election in the parish of East
Baton Rouge.

(¢) The fee shall expire tenrearsfrom-itsinitial-levy at the end of the term
provided for in the proposition authorizing the fee, not to exceed ten years,
but may be renewed as provided in Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph. If the
fee is renewed, the term of the imposition of the fee shall be as provided in
the proposition authorizing such renewal.

(4) The fee shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as
ad valorem taxes are collected by the parish.

(5) Any parcel fee which is unpaid shall be added to the tax rolls of the
parish and shall be enforced with the same authority and subject to the same
penalt1es and procedures as unpald ad Valorem taxes.

East Baton Rouge Par1sh shall collect and rem1t to the district all amounts
collected not more than sixty days after collection; however, the sheriff ma
enter into an agreement with the district to authorize the retention of an

annual collection fee, not to exceed one percent of the amount collected.

Section 2. (A) The provisions of this Act shall not affect the parcel fee levied
within the Melrose East Crime Prevention District on the effective date of
this Act. The governing authority of East Baton Rouge Parish shall continue
to levy the fee until such time as it expires, as provided in the proposition
approved by a majority of the district’s registered voters voting on the
proposition at an election held on December 10, 2022.

(B) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, the
board of commissioners of the Melrose East Crime Prevention District may
call an election for the purpose of submitting the question of the imposition
of the fee authorized in this Act to the voters prior to December 31, 2032. If
the imposition of the fee is approved by a majority of the district’s registered
voters voting on the proposition at any such election, the governing authority
of the district shall then begin to levy a parcel fee as provided in the
proposition.

(C) Atno time shall a property owner in the district be subject to an annual
parcel fee, whether paid to the district or to the parish on behalf of the
district or both, that exceeds the rate limits provided in R.S. 33:9097.4(F)(1) as
amended by this Act.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
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Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 447
HOUSE BILL NO. 740
BY REPRESENTATIVE MARCELLE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 18:1505.4(A)(2)(a)(ii) and (iii) and to enact R.S.

18:1505.4(E), relative to campaign finance; to provide relative to the

assessment of penalties; to provide for the computation of days; and to

provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 18:1505.4(A)2)(a)(ii) and (iii) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 18:1505.4(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1505.4. Civil penalties; failure to file; timely and accurate filing; forfeiture

A.

kok o ok
(2)(a) The amount of such penalty may be:
kok ok

(i) Sixty dollars per day, not to exceed two one thousand dollars, for any
candidate for district office and any treasurer or chairman of any political
committee designated as a principal campaign committee or subsidiary
committee of such a candidate.

(iii) Forty dollars per day, not to exceed ene-thousand five hundred dollars,
for any candidate for all other offices and any treasurer or chairman of
any political committee designated as a principal campaign committee or
subsidiary committee of such a candidate.
E. The computation of days provided for in Subsections A and B of this

Section shall not include Saturdays, Sundays, or other legal holidays.
Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 448
HOUSE BILL NO. 770
BY REPRESENTATIVES CARPENTER AND TAYLOR
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 9:315.1(B) and (C), 315.11(A)(2) and (C)(1), 315.13, and

315.22(C) and (D) and Code of Civil Procedure Article 10(A)9), to enact R.S.

9:315.14 and 315.22.1, and to repeal R.S. 9:315.21(F) and 315.22(E), relative

to child support guidelines; to provide relative to income used when

calculating child support; to provide for deviations from the child support
guidelines; to provide for support for adult disabled children; to provide for
an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Code of Civil Procedure Article 10(A)9) is hereby amended and
reenacted to read as follows:

Art. 10. Jurisdiction over status

A. A court which is otherwise competent under the laws of this state has
jurisdiction of the following actions or proceedings only under the following
conditions:

Ed * sk

(9) A proceeding for support of an adult child with a disability, as provided
in R.S. 9:315:22(F 9:315.22.1, if he is domiciled in, or is in, this state.

Section 2. R.S. 9:315.1(B) and (C), 315.11(A)(2) and (C)(1), 315.13, and 315.22(C)
and (D) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 9:315.14 and 315.22.1 are
hereby enacted to read as follows:

§315.1. Rebuttable presumption; deviation from guidelines by court;
stipulations by parties

B.&© The court may deviate from the guidelines set forth in this Part if
their application would not be in the best interest of the child or would be
inequitable to the parties. The court shall give specific oral or written reasons
for the deviation, including a finding as to the amount of support that would
have been required under a mechanical application of the guidelines and
the particular facts and circumstances that warranted a deviation from the
guidelines. The reasons shall be made part of the record of the proceedings.

C. In determining whether to
considerations may include:
(@))

€3 The legal obligation of a party to support dependents who are not the
subject of the action before the court and who are in that party’s household.

) (2) That in a case involving one or more families, consisting of children
none of whom live in the household of the noncustodial or nondomiciliary
parent but who have existing child support orders (multiple families), the
court may use its discretion in setting the amount of the basic child support
obligation.

6> 3) The extraordinary medical expenses of a party, or extraordinary
medical expenses for which a party may be responsible, not otherwise taken
into consideration under the guidelines.

€6) (4) An extraordinary community debt of the parties.

€ (B) The need for immediate and temporary support for a child when a full
hearing on the issue of support is pending but cannot be timely held. In such
cases, the court at the full hearing shall use the provisions of this Part and
may redetermine support without the necessity of a change of circumstances
being shown.

) (6) The permanent or temporary total disability of a spouse to the extent
such disability diminishes his present and future earning capacity, his need
to save adequately for uninsurable future medical costs, and other additional
costs associated with such disability, such as transportation and mobility
costs, medical expenses, and higher insurance premiums.

@ (7)) That support awarded for an adult child with a disability, as defined
in R.S. 9:315:22) 9:315.22, may be a long-term and financially burdensome
obligation that warrants the court’s special consideration of the circumstances
surrounding the manifestation of the disability and the financial burden
imposed on the obligor.

a0 (8) Any other consideration which would make application of the
guidelines not in the best interest of the child or children or inequitable to
the parties.

§315.11. Voluntarily unemployed or underemployed party

(2) Absent Upon an express finding by the court that evidence of a party’s
actual income or income earning potential is totally absent, there is a
rebuttable presumption that the party can earn a weekly gross amount equal
to thirty-two hours at a minimum wage, according to the laws of his state of
domicile or federal law, whichever is higher.

C. A party shall not be deemed voluntarily unemployed or underemployed
if either:
(1) He

orRita is responsible for the care of an unmarried child, of the party who
is incapable of self-support and requires substantial care and personal
supervision by that party because of an intellectual or physical disability that
is manifested before the child attains the age of majority. The court shall
consider the particular circumstances of the child’s need for care, including
the eligibility of the child for school or any public benefits and services.

§315.13. Amounts not set forth in or exceeding schedule

A. If the combined adjusted gross income of the parties falls below the
lowest level specified in the schedule contained in R.S. 9:315.19, the court
shall determine an award of child support based on all of the following:

(1) Actual earnings or income.

(2) The factors listed in R.S. 9:315.11.

3) Any other evidence of a parent’s ability to pay.

Az B. If the combined adjusted gross income of the parties falls between
two amounts shown in the schedule contained in R.S. 9:315.19, the basic
child support obligation shall be based on an extrapolation between the two
amounts.

B- C. If the combined adjusted gross income of the parties exceeds the
highest level specified in the schedule contained in R.S. 9:315.19, the court:

(1) Shall use its discretion in setting the amount of the basic child
support obligation in accordance with the best interest of the child and the
circumstances of each parent as provided in Civil Code Article 141, but in no
event shall it be less than the highest amount set forth in the schedule; and

(2) May order that a portion ofthe amount awarded be placed in a spendthrift
trust for the educational or medical needs of the child. The trust shall be
administered, managed, and invested in accordance with the Louisiana Trust
Code. The trust instrument shall name the child as sole beneficiary of the
trust, shall name a trustee, shall impose maximum spendthrift restraints, and
shall terminate when the child attains twenty-four years of age, unless the
parties agree to a later date. The trustee shall furnish security unless the
court, in written findings of fact, dispenses with security.

D. Under no circumstances shall the court determine an award of child

support that is not in the best interest of the child or would be inequitable to
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the parties.
315.14. Disabled children
requirements

A.(1) A pleading to establish, modify or continue an award of child support
for a minor child who has a developmental disability as defined in R.S.
28:451.2 shall allege facts showing that the child has such a developmental
disability and that the obligor has an ongoing duty to provide support until
the minor child attains the age of twenty-two, as long as the child is a full-time
student in a secondary school.

(2) Any order or judgment granting or continuing an award of support for
a child with a developmental disability shall state that the child in question
has a developmental disability, as defined in R.S. 28:451.2, and is eligible for
support from the obligor until he attains the age of twenty-two.

B.(1) Apleadingto establish, modify, or continue an award of child supportin
accordance with R.S. 9:315.22.1 shall allege facts showing all of the following:

(@) The child in question is incapable of self-support and requires
substantial care and personal supervision because of an intellectual or
physical disability.

(b) The disability currently exists and manifested during the child’s
minority.

(c) The obligor has an indefinite duty to provide support because of the
disability.

(2) Any order or judgment granting or continuing an award of support in
accordance with R.S. 9:315.22.1 shall state that the child requires continuous
care and personal supervision because of his disability, will not be capable of
self-support, and that the child support payments for the child shall continue
after his eighteenth birthday for an indefinite period.

C. Notwithstanding the identity of the plaintiff, the primary domiciliary
parent or legal guardian shall bear the burden of proving that a disability

exists by clear and convincing evidence. Such evidence shall include, at a

minimum, certified medical records.
* ES £

Termination of child support upon majority or emancipation;

roof of disabilit leadings, orders

§315.22.

exceptions
kok sk

C. An award of child support continues automatically with respect to
any unmarried child who attains the age of majority, or to a child who is
emancipated relieving the child of the disabilities attached to minority, as
long as the child is a full-time student in good standing in a secondary school
or its equivalent, has not attained the age of nineteen, and is dependent
upon either parent. Either the primary domiciliary parent or the major or
emancipated child is the proper party to enforce an award of child support
pursuant to this Subsection.

D.(1) Upon contradictory motion after notice and hearing, an award of child

support shall be continued by the court for a minor child under the following
circumstances:

P- (@) An award of child support eentintes shall be continued by the court
with respect to any minor child who has a developmental disability, as defined
in R.S. 28:451.2, until he attains the age of twenty-two, as long as the child is
a full-time student in a secondary school. The primary domiciliary parent
or legal guardian is the proper party to enforce an award of child support
pursuant to this Subsection.

(b) An award of child support shall be continued by the court with respect
to any minor disabled child in accordance with R.S. 9:315.22.1(A).

(2)@) A contradictory motion filed under Paragraph (1) of this Subsection
shall be filed before the minor child in question attains the age of majority or
is emancipated relieving him of the disabilities attached to minority.

(b) A copy of the judgment continuing the support order shall be furnished
to all counsel of record and to all unrepresented parties appearing in the suit
record.

(3) Nothing in this Subsection shall limit a parent’s ability to agree to
provide continued support or the court’s power to determine whether an
agreement to provide additional support has been made.

315.22.1. Support for disabled children

A. In accordance with the child support guidelines contained in this
Part, an award of child support continues or shall be set with respect to any
unmarried child who, whether institutionalized or not, is incapable of self-
support and requires substantial care and personal supervision because
of an intellectual or physical disability that is manifested before the child
attains the age of majority. A disability under this Section shall not include
substance abuse or addiction.

B. An action under this Section to establish an initial award of child support
may be filed regardless of the age of the child.

C.(1) An action to establish, modify, continue, or enforce an award of child
support pursuant to this Section may be filed by the domiciliary parent or any
other proper party as determined by the court or law.

(2) Nothing in this Section or any other provision of law shall be construed
torequire the Department of Children and Family Services to obtain an order
of continuing tutorship or judgment of interdiction.

D. Except as otherwise provided in this Part, the substantive and procedural
rights and remedies in an action relating to the establishment, modification,
or enforcement of child support orders for minor children apply to an action
filed, and to an award of, child support rendered under this Section.

E. The court shall consider the eligibility of the child for public benefits
and services and may make orders necessary to promote the best interest of
the child, including ordering the creation of a trust and placing the award in
trust.

F. Nothing in this Section shall require the Department of Children and
Family Services to provide support enforcement services to a family not
otherwise qualified to receive them under Title IV-D of the Social Security
Act and related portions of Title IV-A of such Act.

Section 3. R.S. 9:315.21(F) is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective January 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 449
HOUSE BILL NO. 795
BY REPRESENTATIVE ZERINGUE
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 56:3000.1, relative to recreational hunting and fishing licenses;

to provide for revenue reductions from free and discounted recreational

hunting and fishing licenses; to provide for reimbursement of revenue

reductions as a result of free and discounted recreational hunting and

fishing licenses; to provide relative to the authority of the legislative

auditor; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 56:3000.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

3000.1. imbursement of revenue r: tion

A. This Section shall apply only to those free and discounted recreational
hunting and fishing licen h rei n or after July 1, 2024

B. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall be reimbursed from the

neral fund for any lost revenue r Iting from the i n ffr n
discounted recreational hunting and fishing licenses in an amount equal to
he di nts i .

C. The department shall maintain an accounting of lost revenue and shall
incl he amount of 1 revenue in i nn r mi
pursuant to Subpart A of Part IT of Chapter 1 of Subtitle I of Title 39 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

D. The accounting maintained pursuant to Subsection C of this Section shall

j in ion an i he legislati itor,
Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024.
Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 450
HOUSE BILL NO. 808
BY REPRESENTATIVES MIKE JOHNSON AND KNOX
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 8:908, relative to cemeteries; to regulate abandoned cemeteries;

to provide for the abatement of public health hazards and safety risks; to

provide for effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 8:908 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

A ment of lic health or safety risks in ndon meteri
A. A governing body of a municipal or parochial government may authorize
h fth rnment’s 1 r and r T lic health or

safety risk of an abandoned cemetery when the cemetery is located within the
iction of the municipal or parochial rnment. Th ment of h
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risk shall take place at the sole and complete discretion of the governing body
upon a majority vote finding that the conditions in the abandoned cemetery
present a public health or safety risk and that such abatement constitutes a
public purpose. For the purposes of this Section, “abandoned cemetery” has
the meaning ascribed to it in R.S. 25:933.

B.(1) Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to authorize either of the
following:

(a) The disturbance of graves or the moving or removal of human remains.

(b) The moving or removal of any grave markers, whether temporary,
perishable, or otherwise.

(2) In the event that exposed human remains are found during abatement
activities, the municipal or parochial government or a volunteer who is
undertaking the abatement shall notify the appropriate state authorities in
accordance with R.S. 8:680. A municipal or parochial government employee
or volunteer shall notify the board during the course of an abatement if the
employee or volunteer finds that burials are continuing to be made in an
otherwise abandoned cemetery.

C. In the event of a declared disaster under R.S. 29:721 et seq., the parish
president or the chief elected official of a municipality, as appropriate based
upon a cemetery’s location, may abate, pursuant and subject to R.S. 29:726.4,
any public safety risk or public health hazard in a public or private cemetery

caused by the declared disaster.
Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor

or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 451
HOUSE BILL NO. 823
BY REPRESENTATIVE BACALA
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 14:95(A)(5), relative to unlawful carrying of firearms; to provide
relative to the unlawful carrying of weapons; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:95(A)(5) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§95. Illegal carrying of weapons
A. Illegal carrying of weapons is any of the following:
kook o sk
(B)@a) The intentional possession or use of a dangerous weapon by any
person in any of the following locations:
i) A law enforcement office, station, or building.

(ii) A detention facility, prison, or jail.

iii) A courth r rtroom, provided th j m rry such
weapon in his own courtroom.
iv) Th itol building.
(b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to a peace officer as
defined by R.S. 40:2402(3) in the performance of his official duties.
ko ok %k
Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
ACT No. 452

HOUSE BILL NO. 835
BY REPRESENTATIVE MCFARLAND
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 45:1622(3)(b), relative to electric vehicle charging

technology and equipment networks; to provide for legislative intent;

to urge certain actions of the Public Service Commission; to provide for

certain definition exclusions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
; Section 1. R.S. 45:1622(3)(b) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

ollows:

§1622. Purpose; legislative intent

The Louisiana Legislature hereby finds it necessary and in the best interest
of the state to promote rapid development of a statewide electric vehicle
charging network by doing all of the following:

(3 Urging the Louisiana Public Service Commission to explore excluding
persons or corporations from the definition of public utility when all of the
following occur:

(b) Those persons or corporations furnish electricity exclusively to charge
battery electric vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles to or for the

public for compensation, or those persons or corporations furnish electricity
exclusively to charge marine vessels, vessel-mounted charging or power
delivery power points, or on-shore charging or power delivery power points
that are primarily for the use of marine vessels.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
ACT No. 453

HOUSE BILL NO. 839

BY REPRESENTATIVES HEBERT, ADAMS, BAGLEY, BAYHAM, BILLINGS,
BRAUD, CARVER, CHASSION, COX, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, EGAN,
FISHER, FREIBERG, GREEN, HENRY, HUGHES, ILLG, JACOB LANDRY,

MELERINE, MENA, MYERS, NEWELL, STAGNI, THOMPSON, TURNER,
AND WILDER
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 22:1053(A)(1) and (L) and to enact R.S. 22:1053(Q\D),
relative to step therapy or fail first protocols; to require coverage for
prescribed ventilators when certain criteria apply; to provide for technical
changes; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 22:1053(A)(1) and (L) are hereby amended and reenacted and
R.S. 22:1053(M) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1053. Requirement for coverage of step therapy or fail first protocols;
prohibitions; definitions

A.(1) Any health coverage plan specified in Subsection E M of this Section
which includes prescription benefits as part of its policy or contract, which
utilizes step therapy or fail first protocols, and which is issued for delivery,
delivered, renewed, or otherwise contracted for in this state shall comply
with the provisions of this Section.

kok %k

L. Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, a health
coverage plan shall not subject a prescription or order for a ventilator to any
step therapy or fail first protocol when either of the following applies:

() The ventilator requires frequent or substantial servicing as classified
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and described in R.S.
22:1821(Q).

(2) There is clinical evidence or patient history that suggests the alternative
treatments required under the protocol will be less effective or cause an
adverse reaction to the patient.

M. As used in this Section, the following definitions shal} apply:

(1) “Health coverage plan” means:

(a) Anindividual or group plan or program which is established by contract,
certificate, law, plan, policy, subscriber agreement, or by any other method
and which is entered into, issued, or offered for the purpose of arranging for,
delivering, paying for, providing, or reimbursing any of the costs of health or
medical care, including pharmacy services, drugs, or devices.

(b) Any hospital, health, or medical expense insurance policy, hospital
or medical service contract, employee welfare benefit plan, contract or
agreement with a health maintenance organization or a preferred provider
organization, health and accident insurance policy, or any other insurance
contract of this type, including a group insurance plan and the Office of Group
Benefits programs.

(¢) Any plan that is subject to the provisions of this Section which is
administered by a pharmacy benefit manager.

(2) “Stage-four advanced, metastatic cancer” means cancer that has spread
from the lymph nodes or other areas or parts of the body and “associated
conditions” means the symptoms or side effects associated with stage-four
advanced, metastatic cancer or its treatment.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 454
HOUSE BILL NO. 842
BY REPRESENTATIVE WILEY
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 9:2796.3(A) , relative to civil liability; to provide

relative to civil liability for local governments; to provide for loss related

to bonfire presentations on the Mississippi River levee; and to provide for

related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 9:2796.3(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§2796.3. Liability for loss related to bonfire presentations on the Mississippi
River levee

A.(D Pers ury;-wrongful-death,andsurvivership onrs-tor-damag
Except as otherwise provided in this Section, no person shall have a cause of
action against a sponsor of a bonfire presentation on the Mississippi River
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levee i.n connection wi_th'any festival or ethnic or holiday celebration shalt

(2) if If the sponsor of the bonfire failed to obtain and comply with a
permit for the bonfire presentation, failed to use only combustible materials
approved by the local governing authority, negligently violated an order from
the local governing authority, or committed a deliberate and wanton act or
gross negligence, and such conduct of the sponsor was the cause in fact of the
injury, death, or loss sustained by the plaintiff a person may bring an action
against the sponsor.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
ACT No. 455

HOUSE BILL NO. 846
BY REPRESENTATIVES KNOX, ADAMS, BOYD, WILFORD CARTER,
CHASSION, DEWITT, FISHER, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, HUGHES,
JORDAN, LAFLEUR, MANDIE LANDRY, LARVADAIN, LYONS,
MARCELLE, MOORE, MYERS, NEWELL, SELDERS, TAYLOR, WILLARD,
AND ZERINGUE
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 39:82.3, relative to the reporting of federal and state funds
allocated to providing mental health services; to provide relative to funds
allocated to providing mental health services across state agencies and
school systems; to require reporting by the division of administration; to
require reporting by the state Department of Education; to provide for
specific reports to the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget; to provide
relative to the authority of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget; to
provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 39:82.3 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§82.3. Reporting on federal and state funds allocated to mental health
services

A.(1) The division of administration, hereinafter referred to in this Section
as the “division”, shall submit a report in accordance with the provisions of
this Subsection to the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, hereinafter
referred to in this Subsection as “committee”, regarding federal and state
funding allocated to providing mental health services across all state
agencies. The report shall provide information needed by policy makers to
make informed decisions about mental health services provided across the
state of Louisiana.

(2) The division shall create and update annually the Mental Health
Funding Transparency Report. The division shall submit the report to the
committee no later than the first meeting of the committee after January first
of each year. The information shall be provided on a form as prescribed by
the division and approved by the committee. The report shall provide the
funds spent by each state agency for providing mental health services and
shall include, at a minimum, the following:

(a) Budget unit.

Program description.

() Means of finance.

Fundin r r name of grant.

(e) Service provided.

P lation ser

(@) Area served.

h) Demographi including the number of indivi 1s with di ilities.

(3) This Subsection shall not apply to the state Department of Education.

B.(1) Th D rtment of E ion, hereinafter referr in thi
Section as the “department”, shall submit a report in accordance with the

rovisions of thi ion h int Legislati mmi n th
Budget, hereinafter referred to in this Subsection as “committee”, regarding
f ral an funding all roviding mental health servi ithin
the department and schools across the state, including traditional public

hools, charter schools, and any non 1i hool r ivin h fundin

(2) The department shall create and update annually the Mental Health
Funding Tran rency in Elementary an ndary E ion rt. Th
department shall submit the report to the committee no later than the first
meeting of the committee after January first of each year. The information
shall be on a form as prescribed by the department and approved by the

mmi The r rt shall provi he fun n h rnin
authority of each traditional public school, charter school, and nonpublic

Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education at the time
the report is submitted to the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

C. The Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget may make such studies
and hold such hearings as it shall deem appropriate and necessary to review
the allocation of funds as provided in the reports required pursuant to this
Section.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective July 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 456
HOUSE BILL NO. 852
BY REPRESENTATIVE MANDIE LANDRY
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:134(C)(1), relative to the crime of malfeasance
in office; to provide relative to the penalties for malfeasance in office; and
to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:134(C)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
§134. Malfeasance in office
C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of malfeasance in office shall be
imprisoned for not more than five ten years, with or without hard labor, or
shalt-be-fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both.
koosk sk

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 457
HOUSE BILL NO. 865
BY REPRESENTATIVES MYERS, BACALA, BAYHAM, BERAULT,
BILLINGS, BRASS, WILFORD CARTER, CARVER, CHASSION,
DOMANGUE, EGAN, FISHER, GREEN, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON,
JORDAN, KNOX, LAFLEUR, LYONS, PHELPS, SELDERS, TAYLOR,
THOMPSON, AND YOUNG
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:1103(13), 1107(A)4), 1116(B)(1)(d)(ii) and (2),
2703(7) and (17) and 2707(B) and to enact R.S. 37:1103(14) and 2703(19) and (20),
relative to the practice of social work and licensed professional counselors;
to provide for definitions; to allow remote supervision via telesupervision;
to allow virtual licensed professional counselor telesupervision; to require
the Louisiana Licensed Professional Counselors Board of Examiners to
establish rules and regulations for telesupervision; to include provisions
for virtual social work supervision; to require the Louisiana State

Board of Social Work Examiners to establish rules and regulations for

telesupervision; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 37:1103(13), 1107(A)4), 1116(B)(1)(d)(ii) and (2), 2703(7) and (17)
and 2707(B) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 37:1103(14) and R.S.
37:2703(19) and (20) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1103. Definitions

As used in this Part, the following terms have the meaning ascribed to them
in this Section:

k% sk

(13) “Qualified supervision” means the supervision, which shall include
telesupervision, for a licensed marriage and family therapist of clinical
services, in accordance with standards developed by the advisory committee,
and approved by the board by an individual who has been recognized by the
advisory committee as an approved supervisor.

(14) “Telesupervison” means clinical supervision conducted through the
use of real time, face-to-face synchronous interactive conferencing between
the supervisee and supervisor through electronic, visual, and audio means.
Supervision of a licensed professional counselor may be conducted in-person
or remotely through telesupervision. Telesupervision utilizes secure video
conferencing platforms to adhere to the same standards and guidelines as
in-person supervision, ensuring regular contact, case review, and ongoing
professional development. The board shall establish rules and regulations
regarding the specific requirements and parameters for telesupervision,
including technology standards, documentation, and confidentiality
measures.

§1107. Requirements for licensed professional counselor; provisional
license; temporary license or temporary provisional license; renewal of
license or temporary provisional license

A.The board shall issue a license to each applicant who files an application
upon a form and in such manner as the board prescribes, accompanied by
such fee as required by R.S. 37:1106, and who furnishes satisfactory evidence

hool li le, for providing mental health servi nd shall incl
at a minimum, the following:
(a) Budget unit.
(b) School governing authority.
Program ription
(d) Means of finance.
Fundin r r name of gran
(f) Service provided.
Demographi including the number of indivi Is with di iliti
(h) Grade level served.
Th rtment shall al mi f the r r he H
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to the board that he:
koosk sk

(@) Can document a minimum of three thousand hours of supervised
experience during a minimum of two years of post-master’s degree
experience in professional mental health counseling under the supervision,
or telesupervision, of a licensed professional counselor. Five hundred hours
of supervised experience may be gained for each thirty graduate semester
hours earned beyond the master’s degree, provided that such hours are
clearly related to the field of mental health counseling and are acceptable to
the board, provided that in no case the applicant has less than two thousand
hours of supervised experience.

§1116. Licensure application for marriage and family therapists; provisional
license; temporary license or temporary provisional license

k% ok

B. An applicant who meets the requirements of Subsection A of this Section
shall be recommended by the advisory committee to the board for issuance
of a license by the board upon providing satisfactory evidence to the advisory
committee that such person meets the following requirements:

(1) Successful completion of one of the following educational requirements:

k% ok

(d) A masters degree or a doctoral degree in marriage and family therapy
from a regionally accredited institution of higher education whose program
and curriculum was approved by the board through the advisory committee at
any time prior to July 1, 2010, and the applicant for licensure has at least five
hundred hours of client contact, and where the client contact shall include
all of the following:

£ £ sk

(ii) One hundred hours in which the applicant has been subjected to
qualified supervision, or telesupervision, as is defined in R.S. 37:1103G1.

(2) Successful completion of two calendar years of work experience in
marriage and family therapy under qualified supervision, or telesupervision,
as defined in R.S. 37:1103&D following receipt of a qualifying degree.

koosk ok

§2703. Definitions

As used in this Chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, and
except as otherwise expressly provided:

(7 “Clinical supervision” means an interactional professional relationship
between a licensed clinical social worker and a licensed master’s social
worker that provides evaluation and direction over the supervisee’s
practice of clinical social work and promotes continued development of the
licensed master’s social worker’s knowledge, skills, and abilities to engage
in the practice of clinical social work in an ethical and competent manner.
Supervision for meeting the requirements of licensure, as a licensed clinical
social worker (LCSW), must shall be provided by a licensed clinical social
worker who is also a board-approved clinical supervisor (BACS). Supervision
between a licensed clinical social worker and a licensed master’s social
worker may be conducted in-person or remotely through telesupervision.
Telesupervision utilizes secure video conferencing platforms to adhere to
the same standards and guidelines as in-person supervision, ensuring regular
contact, case review, and ongoing professional development. The board
shall establish rules and regulations regarding the specific requirements
and parameters for telesupervision, including technology standards,
documentation, and confidentiality measures.

(17)  “Supervision” means the professional relationship between a
supervisor and a supervisee that provides guidance and evaluation of the
services provided by the supervisee. Supervision between a licensed clinical
social worker and a licensed master’s social worker may be conducted in-
person or remotely through telesupervision. Telesupervision utilizes secure
video conferencing platforms to adhere to the same standards and guidelines
as in-person supervision, ensuring regular contact, case review, and ongoing
professional development. The board shall establish rules and regulations
regarding the specific requirements and parameters for telesupervision,

including technology standards, documentation, and confidentiality
measures.

(19) “In-person supervision” means clinical supervision conducted through
real time, face-to-face meetings of the supervisee and supervisor in the same
physical location.

(20) “Telesupervison” means clinical supervision conducted through the
use of real time, face-to-face synchronous interactive conferencing between
the supervisee and supervisor through electronic, visual, and audio means.

# ok %k

§2707. Qualifications; licensed master’s social worker
kok ok

B. Anindividual licensed as a licensed master’s social worker may engage in
advanced social work practice based on the application of social work theory,
knowledge, ethics, and methods to restore or enhance social, psychosocial,
or biopsychosocial functioning of individuals, couples, families, groups,
organizations,and communities. Thelicensed master’ssocial worker’spractice
requires the application of specialized knowledge and advanced practice
skills which include prevention or intervention, or both, service or treatment
planning and evaluation, case management, information and referral,
counseling, employee assistance services, addiction services, advocacy,

teaching, research, supervision, consultation, community organization, and
the development, implementation, and administration of policies, programs,
and activities. A social worker licensed at the licensed master’s social
worker level may practice clinical social work and psychotherapy within an
agency under the supervision, in-person or virtually, of a licensed clinical
social worker. A licensed master’s social worker may work as an employee
only in an agency setting. Notwithstanding the definition of “agency” as
defined in R.S. 37:2703(1) or the requirement for employment in an agency
setting provided in this Subsection, a licensed master’s social worker shall
be permitted to provide social work services on behalf of a federal, state, or
local governmental agency on a contractual basis.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 458
HOUSE BILL NO. 885
BY REPRESENTATIVES ILLG, BAYHAM, BRAUD, CARRIER, COX, DAVIS,
FISHER, FONTENOT, HILFERTY, KERNER, RISER, SCHLEGEL, ST.
BLANC, STAGNI, THOMAS, THOMPSON, VILLIO, AND WILDER
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 47:463.230, relative to motor vehicle special prestige license
plates;toprovideforthe establishmentofthe “JeffersonParish Bicentennial”
specialty license plate; to provide for the creation, issuance, design, fees,
implementation, distribution, and rule promulgation applicable to such
license plate; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 47:463.230 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§463.230. Special prestige license plate; “Jefferson Parish Bicentennial”

A. The secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall
establish a special prestige motor vehicle license plate to be known as the
“Jefferson Parish Bicentennial” plate, provided that there is a minimum of
one thousand applicants for such plate. The plate shall be restricted to use
on passenger cars, pickup trucks, recreational vehicles, motorcycles, and
vans.

B. The secretary shall work in conjunction with the governing authority
of Jefferson Parish, to select the color and design of the plate, provided it
is in compliance with R.S. 47:463(A)(3). The design shall include the words
“Jefferson Parish Bicentennial”.

C. The special prestige license plate shall be issued, upon application,
to any citizen of Louisiana in the same manner as any other motor vehicle
license plate.

D. The department shall collect an annual royalty fee of twenty-five dollars
that shall be disbursed in accordance with Subsection E of this Section.
This royalty fee shall be in addition to the standard motor vehicle license
tax imposed by Article VII, Section 5 of the Constitution of L.ouisiana, and a
handling fee of three dollars and fifty cents for each plate to be retained by
he d rtmen rtion of administrative costs.

E. The annual royalty fee shall be collected by the department and
forwar h fferson mmunity Foundation. The monies recei
from the royalty fees shall be used for public purposes, such as the planning

n lopment of ri f cultural nts an iviti rrounding th
Bicentennial of Jefferson Parish.

Section 2. The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of motor
vehicles, is hereby directed to create the special prestige license plate when
the applicable statutory provisions are met and its system is updated to
accommodate the creation of new plates.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 459
HOUSE BILL NO. 887
BY REPRESENTATIVE BAYHAM
AN ACT
To designate the Bayou Bienvenue Bridge on Louisiana Highway 47 in

Chalmette, Louisiana, as the “Senator Samuel B. Nunez, Jr. Crossing”; and

provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. The Bayou Bienvenue Bridge on Louisiana Highway 47 in
Chalmette, Louisiana, shall be known and is hereby designated as the
“Senator Samuel B. Nunez, Jr. Crossing”.

Section 2. The Department of Transportation and Development or its
contractors are hereby directed to erect and maintain appropriate signage
reflecting this designation provided local or private monies are received by
the department equal to the department’s actual cost for material, fabrication,
mounting posts, and installations of each sign, not to exceed the sum of five
hundred fifty dollars per sign.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
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A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 460
HOUSE BILL NO. 908
BY REPRESENTATIVE AMEDEE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:170(E), relative to discrimination based

on vaccination status; to prohibit teachers and school employees and

administrators from discriminating between students based on such status;

and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S.17:170(E) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§170. Immunization of persons entering schools, kindergartens, colleges,
proprietary or vocational schools, and day care centers for the first time;
immunization of persons entering sixth grade; electronic transmission of
immunization compliance reports

k% ok

E.1) No person seeking to enter any school or facility enumerated in
Subsection A of this Section shall be required to comply with the provisions
of this Section if the student or his parent or guardian submits either a written
statement from a physician stating that the procedure is contraindicated
for medical reasons, or a written dissent from the student or his parent or
guardian is presented.

(2) No teacher or school employee or administrator shall distinguish
between students based on whether a student has or has not received vaccines
from the schedule provided for in this Section. Actions prohibited by this
Paragraph include but are not limited to discrimination based on a student’s
vaccination status in any of the following acts:

(a) Determination of eligibility for athletics or other extracurricular activity.
(b) Allowing or denying participation inside and outside of the classroom.

(o) Issuance of surveys to students relative to vaccination status.

(d) Organizing seating arrangements.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 461
HOUSE BILL NO. 937
BY REPRESENTATIVE GEYMANN
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 30:1104(A)(10) and 1109(A)3) and to enact R.S.

30:1103(14) and 1109.1, relative to landowner liability for carbon dioxide

sequestration; to provide for definitions; to clarify the parties responsible

for obligations established by law; to provide for landowner liability; to
direct the Louisiana State Law Institute to make technical changes; and to
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 30:1104(A)(10) and 1109(A)@3) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 30:1103(14) and 1109.1 are hereby enacted to read as
follows:

§1103. Definitions

Unless the context otherwise requires, the words defined in this Section
have the following meaning when found in this Chapter:

koosk sk

14) “Lan ner” means an rson wh ns th rf: n rf:

of land or water bottoms used for geologic storage, injection, or transportation

f carbon dioxi ho is not th ner or rator of th rage facility or
carbon dioxide transmission pipeline or the generator of the carbon dioxide

ing handl ither the facili r pipeline. Th rm “lan ner”

used in this Chapter does not include the state.

§1104. Duties and powers of the commissioner; rules and regulations;
permits

A. The office of conservation’s actions under this Chapter shall be directed
and controlled by the commissioner. The commissioner shall have authority
to. koo sk

(10) Promulgate rules and regulations requiring interested—persons
storage operators to place monitoring equipment of a type approved by the
commissioner on all storage facilities, and ancillary equipment necessary
and proper to monitor, verify carbon dioxide injections, and to prevent waste.
It shall be a violation of this Chapter for any persoen operator to refuse to
attach or install a monitor within a reasonable period of time when ordered
to do so by the commissioner, or in any way to tamper with the monitors so as
to produce a false or inaccurate reading.

kook sk

§1109. Cessation of storage operations; limited liability release
A.

(3) Upontheissuance of the certificate of completion of injection operations,

the storage operator, all generators of any injected carbon dioxide, all
owners of carbon dioxide stored in the storage facility, landowners, and
all owners otherwise having any interest in the storage facility shall be
released from any and all future duties or obligations under this Chapter
and any and all liability associated with or related to that storage facility
which arises after the issuance of the certificate of completion of injection
operations. The release from duties or obligations under this Chapter shall
not apply to a current or former owner or operator of a storage facility when
the duties or obligations arise from that owner or operator’s noncompliance
with applicable underground injection control laws and regulations prior to
issuance of the certificate of completion of injection operations.

§1109.1. Landowner liability limitation

A. A landowner shall not assume or have any liability associated with or
related to carbon dioxide, at any time, by the mere fact of being a landowner
or by the mere fact of entering a contract to allow his property to be used for
geologic storage, injection, or transportation of carbon dioxide.

B. Nothing in this Section shall alter the terms of or supersede any
contractual agreement between a landowner and an owner or operator of a
storage facility, a carbon dioxide transmission pipeline, or a generator of the
carbon dioxide.

Section 2. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby authorized and
directed to alphabetize and renumber the definitions contained in R.S.
30:1103 and to correct any cross-references to the renumbered paragraphs if
necessary, consistent with the provisions of this Act.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 462
HOUSE BILL NO. 963 (Substitute for House Bill No. 14 by Representative
DeWitt)
BY REPRESENTATIVE DEWITT
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 11:2220J)(1) and to repeal R.S. 11:2220(J)(4),
relative to the Municipal Police Employees’ Retirement System; to provide
relative to reemployment of retirees in the system; to provide for the
payment of retirement benefits during reemployment; and to provide for
related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article X, Section 29(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 11:2220(J)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
§2220. Benefits; contribution limit

D g 1 = 4 A 3 = 16

J.(1)¢s ept-as—provided—inTParagraph4-of-this—Subseetion;—the The
benefits of any retiree of this system who retires on or after July 1, 2021, and
becomes employed by an employer but does not meet the definition of an
employee within the twelve-month ninety-day period immediately following
the effective date of his retirement shall be suspended for the duration of
such employment or the lapse of twelve-months ninety days from the effective
date of retirement, whichever occurs first, even if such service is part-time,
based on employment by contract, or in a nonqualifying position.

Section 2. R.S. 11:2220(J)4) is hereby repealed in its entirety.
Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 463
HOUSE BILL NO. 969 (Substitute for House Bill No. 663 by Representative
Green)
BY REPRESENTATIVE GREEN
AN ACT
To amend and reenact Code of Civil Procedure Article 195.1, relative to
judicial proceedings conducted by remote technology; to provide for
hearings; to provide for judge trials; to require the court to give written
reasons declining the remote appearance for good cause; to provide for the
consent of the parties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Code of Civil Procedure Article 195.1 is hereby amended and
reenacted to read as follows:
Art. 195.1. Judicial proceedings by audie-vistalmeans remote technology
A. Ahearinsonanymotionorexe 385 o
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4 ay Pi b A of: In any 01v11
proceedlng that does not regulre w1tness testlmony or the 1ntroduct10n of
evidence, a party may provide written notice to the court at least ten days
prior to the scheduled hearing date that he will appear remotely. Provided
the court has the requisite technology, the court shall allow the party to
appear by any audio-visual means, unless the court provides written reasons
declining the remote appearance for good cause.

B.(1) When allowing a remote appearance pursuant to this Article, the court
shall ensure the technology enables all parties, whether appearing remotely
or in person, to fully participate.

(2) The court shall require that a remote appearance by a party abide by any
necessary privacy and security requirements appropriate for the conference,
hearing, proceeding, or trial as established by the court.

C. The court shall have a process for a party, court reporter, or other court
personnel to alert of any technology or audibility issues arising during a
remote proceeding.

B- D. A judge trial may be conducted by any audio-visual means with the
consent of all parties and permission of the court.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 464
HOUSE BILL NO. 977
(Substitute for House Bill No. 680 by Representative Carlson)
BY REPRESENTATIVE CARLSON
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 43:81(A), 140(3)(introductory paragraph), 142, and

171(A)(2) and (3), to enact R.S. 43:81.1, 140.1, 140.2, 147.3, 171.1, 171.2, and 175,

and to repeal R.S. 43:171(B), relative to public printing; to provide relative

to the qualifications for a newspaper to be selected as an official journal
of the state or a political subdivision; to provide exceptions to publication
requirements in certain circumstances; to require publication of cost
information; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 43:81(A), 140(3)(introductory paragraph), 142, and 171(A)2)
and (3) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 43:81.1, 140.1, 140.2, 147.3,
171.1,171.2, and 175 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§81. Official journal of state

A. The printing of advertisements, public notices, proclamations, and all
public notices and advertising to be done by the legislature, or the executive
or other departments and institutions of the state government, shall be
published in a daily newspaper to be known and designated as the “Official
Journal of the State”, which newspaper shall have and possess the following
qualifications:

(1) It shall possess the periodicals class mailing privilege.

(2) It shall be published in the-eityofBatonRouge; and have a general
circulation in Louisiana.

(3) It shall have been so published for at least six-¢days once per week for
a period of not less than two years prior to the time that it is awarded the
contract as the Ofﬁc1al Journal of the State as prov1ded here1n

§81.1. Cost of publication
The Official Journal of the State shall include a statement of the cost
charged to the state agency for publication with any notice, advertisement,
proclamation, or other information it publishes for a state agency pursuant
to alegal requirement that the information be published. The official journal
shall not charge the agency for printing this statement of cost.

§140. Definitions

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this Section:

ko ok ok

3) “Newspaper” shall mean a publication that complies with the
requirement of R.S. 43:141.1(A) and during each year of the five-year two-year
period prior to the first publication of any legal or official notice therein:

ko ok ok

§140.1. Exception due to certain publishing requirements

A newspaper that meets the requirements of this Part but would be
precluded from selection as an official journal because specific notice
publication requirements require a more frequent publishing schedule than
the newspaper’s established schedule may be selected as an official journal
if the newspaper can publish the notice in a time period that is not more
than five days longer than the period otherwise required by law. If such a
newspaper is selected, any notice publication that could not be completed
timely because of the newspaper’s publishing schedule but that is completed
within five days after the required period is deemed to be in compliance with
the applicable publishing requirements.

§140.2. News deserts

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 43:140(3) and 142, the provisions

of this Section are applicable to a parish or a political subdivision in a parish
that meets all of the following criteria:

() There is not a newspaper that is eligible to be selected as an official
journal.

(2) The population of the parish is fewer than two hundred thousand persons
as determined by the most recent federal decennial census.

() If the population of the parish is greater than one hundred thousand
persons, it is not adjacent to a parish with a population greater than two
hundred thousand persons, all as determined by the most recent federal
decennial census.

B.(1) In such a parish, “newspaper” shall mean a publication that complies
with the requirement of R.S. 43:141.1(A) and during the year prior to the first
publication of any legal or official notice therein:

(a) Has been published at regular intervals of not less than weekly.

b) Has been originated and published for the dissemination of current
news and intelligence of varied, broad, and general public interest, including
regular news coverage of local public meetings and events, and is not devoted
to the interests of, or published for the entertainment or instruction of, or
has a circulation restricted to. any particular sect, denomination, labor or
fraternal organization, or other special group or class of citizens.

(c) Has not been published primarily for advertising purposes and has not
contained more than seventy-five percent advertising in more than one-half
of its issues, excluding separate advertising supplements inserted into but
separately identifiable from any regular issue or issues.

d) Has maintained a general paid circulation to bona fide payin
subscribers within the area the publication is required.

(2) In such a parish, to be selected as an official journal the newspaper:

(a)_Shall have been published in an office physically located in the parish
in which the body is located for one year preceding the selection.

(b) _Shall not have missed during that period as many as three consecutive
issues unless caused by fire, flood, strike, or natural disaster.

(c) Shall have maintained a general paid circulation in the parish in which
the body is located for one year prior to the selection.

d) Shall have been entered in a U.S. post office in the state of Louisiana

under a periodical permit in the state for one year prior to the selection.

§142. Qualifications of newspaper

A: The newspaper:

(1) Shall have been published in an office physically located in the parish
in which the body is located for a period of five two years preceding the
selection.

(2) Shall not have missed during that period as many as three consecutive
issues unless caused by fire, flood, strike, or natural disaster.

(3) Shall have maintained a general paid circulation in the parish in which
the body is located for five two consecutive years prior to the selection.

(4) Shall have been entered in a U.S. post office in that-parish the state of
Louisiana under a perlodlcal permit in that-parish the state for a period of
five two consecutlve years pI‘lOI‘ to the selectlon

§147.3. Cost of publication
The official journal of a political subdivision shall include a statement of the
cost charged to the political subdivision for publication with any proceeding,
notice, or other information it publishes for the political subdivision pursuant
to alegal requirement that the information be published. The official journal
shall not charge the political subdivision for printing this statement of cost.
ko ok %k

§171. Selection of newspaper
A.

#* ok %k

(2) The newspaper:

(a) Shall have been published in an office physically located in the political
subdivision for at least five two years prior to its selection.

(b) Shall not have missed during that period as many as three consecutive
issues unless caused by fire, flood, strike, or natural disaster.

(¢) Shall have maintained a general paid circulation in the district or
political subdivision for five two consecutive years prior to the selection.

(d) Shall have been entered in a U.S. post office in th—&t—distﬂetw
Louisiana erpolitieal-subdivision under a periodical permit in that-distriet
ef—pe-l-l-t-tea-l—wbd-l-v-lﬂeﬂ the state for a period of five two consecutive years
prior to selection.

(3) Ifthere isnonewspaper published in the district or political subdivision,
a newspaper published in the parish in which the board is domiciled for five
two consecutive years prior to selection shall be selected provided that it
meets the other qualifications contained in this Section.

§171.1. Exception due to certain publishing requirements

THE ADVOCATE * As it appears in the enrolled bill
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A newspaper that meets the requirements of this Part but would be
precluded from selection as an official journal because specific notice
publication requirements require a more frequent publishing schedule than
the newspaper’s established schedule may be selected as an official journal
if the newspaper can publish the notice in a time period that is not more
than five days longer than the period otherwise required by law. If such a
newspaper is selected, any notice publication that could not be completed
timely because of the newspaper’s publishing schedule but that is completed
within five days after the required period is deemed to be in compliance with
the applicable publishing requirements.

§171.2. News deserts

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 43:171(A), the provisions of this
Section are applicable to a political subdivision in a parish that meets the
following criteria:

(1) There is not a newspaper that is eligible to be selected as an official
journal.

(2) The population of the parish is fewer than two hundred thousand persons
as determined by the most recent federal decennial census.

(3) If the population of the parish is greater than one hundred thousand
persons, it is not adjacent to a parish with a population of greater than two
hundred thousand persons, all as determined by the most recent federal
decennial census.

B. In such a parish, to be selected as an official journal the newspaper:

(1) Shall have been published in an office physically located in the parish in
which the body is located for one year preceding the selection.

(2) Shall not have missed during that period as many as three consecutive
issues unless caused by fire, flood, strike, or natural disaster.

(3) Shall have maintained a general paid circulation in the parish in which
the body is located for one year prior to the selection.

(4) Shall have been entered in a U.S. post office in the state of Louisiana
under a periodical permit in the state for one year prior to the selection.

ES ES £
§175. Cost of publication
The official journal of a political subdivision shall include a statement
of the cost charged to the political subdivision for publication with any
proceeding, financial statement, notice, or other information it publishes for
the political subdivision pursuant to a legal requirement that the information
be published. The official journal shall not charge the political subdivision

for printing this statement of cost.

Section 2. R.S. 43:171(B) is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 3. The provisions of R.S. 43:81.1, 147.3, and 175 as enacted by this Act
are applicable to information published on or after January 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 465
HOUSE BILL NO. 51
BY REPRESENTATIVE DEWITT
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 13:2090, relative to the marshal of the city court
of Alexandria; to authorize the city marshal to collect an appearance bond
fee; to provide relative to the city marshal’s general fund; to provide for
effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Leglslature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 13:2090 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§2090. Alexandria-deputy-marshal Alexandria; marshal; fees in criminal
matters; deputy marshal

A. The marshal of the city court of Alexandria shall collect a fee of thirty
dollars for taking an appearance bond when required.

B. The sums of monies collected under the provisions of Subsection A of this
Section shall be deposited in the marshal’s general fund to supplement the
operational expenses of the marshal’s office. The expenditure of the funds
shall be at the sole discretion of the marshal. All funds shall be subject to
and included in the marshal’s annual audit. A copy of the audit shall be filed
with the legislative auditor who shall make it available for public inspection.

C. The assessment and disposition of any funds pursuant to this Section
shall not affect responsibilities of the city and parish governing authorities
provided by law for the financing of the marshal’s office of the Alexandria
City Court.

D. The marshal of the city court of Alexandria, with the approval of the
judge of the city court of Alexandria, is authorized to employ a deputy
marshal at an annual minimum salary of three thousand dollars, to be paid
monthly on his own warrant in equal proportions by the city of Alexandria
and the parish of Rapides.

Section 2. In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 13:62, the change in
court costs or fees as provided by this Act shall become effective if and when
the Judicial Council provides a recommendation that such court costs or fees
meet the applicable guidelines in its report to the Louisiana Legislature. No
fees shall be imposed or collected without Judicial Council approval.

ACT No. 466
HOUSE BILL NO. 77
BY REPRESENTATIVE LACOMBE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 39:467(B)(3)(introductory paragraph) and (¢) and

468(E)(3), relative to sales of certain services and tangible personal property

at certain facilities; to provide for the disposition of certain sales and use

tax proceeds collected from the Angola State Penitentiary Prison Rodeo;

and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 39:467(B)(3)(introductory paragraph) and (c) and 468(E)(3) are
hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§467. Sales of services and tangible personal property at a publicly owned
domed stadium facility or baseball facility; sales and use tax; exemptions

B. State-owned facility.

(3) Disposition of local tax proceeds from event sales at a state-ewned state-
owned domed facility.

(¢) After satisfaction of the requirements of Subparagraph (a) of this
Paragraph, of the total remaining local sales and use tax proceeds derived
from event sales at the Angola State Penitentiary Prison Rodeo, an amount
equal to sixty-six twenty percent shall be allocated to the West Feliciana
Parish School Board, and an amount equal to thirty-feur eighty percent shall
be allocated to the West Feliciana Council on Aging.

koo sk

§468. Sales of services and tangible personal property at certain public
facilities; sales and use tax; exemptions

E. Disposition of local tax proceeds.

(3) After satisfaction ofthe requirements of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection,
of the total remaining local sales and use tax proceeds derived from event
sales at the Angola State Penitentiary Prison Rodeo, an amount equal to sixty-
six twenty percent shall be allocated to the West Feliciana Parish School
Board, and an amount equal to thirty-feur eighty percent shall be allocated
to the West Feliciana Council on Aging.

ko sk

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 467
HOUSE BILL NO. 82
BY REPRESENTATIVE STAGNI
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 37:2809(A), relative to the Louisiana Board of

Chiropractic Examiners; to provide for fees collected by the board; and to

provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 37:2809(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§2809. Fees

A. The board shall fix and collect uniform fees that shall not exceed the
following amounts for each type of fee and shall not be refundable:

(1) Application fee for license to practice chiropractic $260-00 $350.00
(2) Certificate of internship $100.00
(3) For issuing duplicate of any certificate or license $-20:00$ 50.00
(4) Certificate for annual renewal of license $200-60 $350.00
(5) License to practice chiropractic $150.00
(6) License by reciprocity $200-060 $350.00
(7) Inactive license renewal $50-:60$ 75.00
(8) Certificate of chiropractic assistant to perform

chiropractic X-rays $—75-00 $100.00
(9) Delinquent fee, in addition to the renewal fee,

if not renewed by December 31 of

the applicable license period $250-00 $350.00
(10) Application fee for examination retake $—75-00 $100.00
(11 Annual X-ray certificate registration $25:00$ 50.00

kook sk
A true copy:
Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

A true copy: ACT No. 468
Nancy Landry .
Secretary of State HOUSE BILL NO. 246
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BY REPRESENTATIVE ADAMS
AN ACT

To amend and reenact Section 3(B) of Act No. 557 of the 1974 Regular Session

of the Legislature, relative to the city of Zachary; to provide relative to the

municipal civil service system; to provide relative to the governing board

for the system; to provide relative to the qualifications of board members;

and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Section 3(B) of Act No. 557 of the 1974 Regular Session of the
Legislature is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

ZACHARY MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM

ko ok k
§3. Municipal Employees Civil Servicle Board

B.(1) To be eligible for appointment to or for service as a member of the
board a person shall be a citizen of the United States of America, a resident
of the city of Zachary for at least five years next preceding such appointment
and shall be, at the time of his appointment, a qualified registered voter of
the municipality. No member of the board shall have been, during a period
of four years immediately preceding his appointment, nor shall he be, during
his tenure, a member of any local, state or national committee of a political
party, or an officer or member of a committee in any factional or political club
or organization, or actively interested or participating therein. No member of
the board shall be a candidate for nomination or election to any public office
or hold any other public office or position of public employment, except that
of notary public, military officer or member of the faculty of any educational
institution.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, in the
city of Zachary, to be eligible to serve as an employee member of the board
pursuant to Subsection C of this Section, an employee is not required to be
a resident of the city of Zachary preceding his election. Any such employee

shall be a qualified registered voter of the municipality in which he resides
at the time of his election.

£ * &
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
ACT No. 469

HOUSE BILL NO. 309
BY REPRESENTATIVE COX
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 4:715(A)2)(b), relative to charitable gaming; to

provide for an increase in compensation for charitable gaming workers;

and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 4:715(A)2)(b) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§715. Personnel to hold games; commissions or salaries; equipment and
supplies; expenses

A.

)@

(b) Any person, association, or corporation licensed to hold, operate, or
conduct any games of chance under any license issued pursuant to this
Chapter may compensate, for services rendered, any fifteen employees,
including a bingo caller, who assist in the holding, operating, or conducting
of such games. The rate of compensation shall be no more than fifteen twenty
dollars per hour and in any event shall not exceed ninety one hundred
dollars per session for any employee. Each employee or volunteer worker
may also be provided meals and beverages to be eaten on the premises not
to exceed a total value of fifteen dollars per person. Expenditures made
under the provisions of this Subsection shall be subject to the reporting
provisions of R.S. 4:716. Compensation provided for in this Paragraph shall
not constitute a violation of the prohibition against the payment or giving of
a commission, salary, compensation, reward, or recompense to any person
holding, operating, or conducting any such game.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 470
HOUSE BILL NO. 319
BY REPRESENTATIVES NEWELL AND CHASSION
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:536(A)(introductory paragraph) and (C), relative
to notice of change in polling place; to provide for including the reason for
the change when giving notice of a change in polling place; to provide for an

effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 18:536(A)(introductory paragraph) and (C) are hereby
amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§536. Notice of change of location of polling place

A. When a parish governing authority or parish president, in accordance
with the provisions of R.S. 18:534, changes the location of a polling place
during the period commencing on the date the qualifying period opens and
ending on the date of the general election or during the period commencing
on the forty-sixth day prior to an election and ending on the day of the
election for an election date exclusively for bond, tax, or other propositions
or questions, the governing authority shall give adequate notice of the change
of the location and the reason for the change to each voter registered to vote
at that polling place and to each candidate to be voted on at that polling
place, if applicable, in the following manner:

C. The governing authority shall inform the secretary of state of all polling
place location changes and the reason for each change. The secretary of state
shall list polling place location changes and the reason for each change as
provided by the governing authority on his website in a sortable format and

cottrtmay publishpotting placetoeatio afgeso website. A paris
registrar of voters or clerk of court that maintains a website may publish a
list of polling place location changes within the parish and the reason for
each change on his website and provide a clearly visible link to the list on the
secretary of state’s website. Each website shall also include instructions on
how a voter may subscribe to receive electronic notifications of polling place
location changes.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2025.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 471
HOUSE BILL NO. 323
BY REPRESENTATIVE FREIBERG
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:1233(B), relative to East Baton Rouge Parish;
to provide relative to the members of the parish governing authority; to
provide relative to a travel allowance authorized for such members; to
provide for an increase in the maximum amount of the travel allowance; to
provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:1233(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§1233. Compensation

kok ok

B. In lieu of the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, each member
of the governing authority of East Baton Rouge Parish may be empowered to
receive a travel allowance for in-parish travel which includes payment for
a combination of travel and car allowance of a maximum of ei
deHars one thousand five hundred dollars per month for each member. Such
allowance shall be provided upon approval of a majority of the members of
the local governing body after public hearing.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024, if vetoed by
the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall
become effective on July 1, 2024, or on the day following such approval by the
legislature, whichever is later.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 472
HOUSE BILL NO. 390
BY REPRESENTATIVE CARRIER
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 25:214.6, relative to the Allen Parish Libraries Board of Control;

to provide relative to compensation for members of the board; and to

provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 25:214.6 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§214.6. Allen Parish Libraries Board of Control; per diem

A. The members of the Allen Parish Library Board of Control may receive
a per diem paid from funds of the Allen Parish Library for their attendance
at regular or special meetings of the board.

B. Members of the board may receive a per diem in an amount not to exceed
one hundred dollars and the president of the board may receive a per diem in
an amount not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars.
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A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 473
HOUSE BILL NO. 474
BY REPRESENTATIVE COATES
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 30:2074(F), relative to waste water discharge into natural

wetlands; to provide for the duties of the Department of Environmental

Quality; to require the posting of warning signs for wetlands assimilation

projects; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 30:2074(F) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2074. Water quality control; secretary of environmental quality; powers
and duties

ko ok ok

F. The secretary shall require all wetland assimilation project permit
holders to post and maintain warning signs to notify the public of the
presence of wastewater effluent discharge at reasonable intervals along the
entire perimeter of any wetlands impacted by the discharge of wastewater,
including all areas between the receiving effluent and the designated out-site
locations, and at the entrances to any wildlife management areas in which
there are impacted wetlands. The signage shall state “Warning: Treated
Wastewater Discharge”.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 474
HOUSE BILL NO. 544
BY REPRESENTATIVE BOYD
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 48:1655(A)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (c)
and (2) and 1656(8) and (23) and to enact R.S. 48:1656(24) through (26) and

1656.1, relative to the Regional Transit Authority Board of commissioners

requirements; to provide for certain powers, authority, and membership of

the board; to provide relative to the composition of the Regional Transit

Authority Advisory Board; to authorize the audit of the Regional Transit

Authority; to provide an effective date; to provide for the creation of an

advisory board to advise and make recommendations to the authority; to

provide for penalties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 48:1655(A)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (c) and (2) and
1656(8) and (23) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 48:1656(24)
through (26) and 1656.1 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1655. Board of commissioners; membership; terms

A.(1) The board of commissioners of the authority shall be composed of three
members from each participating parish appointed by the chief executive
officer of that parish, subject to the approval of its governing authority, one
member appointed by the New Orleans City Council, one member appointed
from H District 102 h representative representing the distri

beginning on September 1, 2024, and this appointment shall rotate every four
rs thereafter n the member in from the h istri n
a member appointed from Senate District 7 by the state senator representing
the district, and two members appointed by the chief executive officer of the
parish with the greatest percentage of public transit revenue operating miles
from recommendations of the legislative delegation of that parish as follows:
E ES

(e)@) Inthe event the senators or representatives of that parish’s legislative
delegation fail to submit a list of names to the chief executive officer of that
parish within thirty days of the date on which notice to submit such list of
names is sent to the senators or representatives of that parish’s legislative
delegation, then the chief executive officer of that parish shall appoint such
member as would have been authorized for the senators or representatives of
that parish’s legislative delegation.

(i) If any participating parish opts out of the Regional Transit Authority
after August 1, 2024, the mayor or governing authority shall have the power to

appoint two new members to the board.
(2) Each member appointed by the chief executive officer of a parish shall

be domiciled within the parish. Further, each member appointed to the
hori h rish legislator shall he minimum transit experti

standards and required training and previous union experience. The transit
minimum ndar hall lish h rd of commissioner

January 1, 2025, and shall then apply to all newly appointed commissioners.

ok ok

§1656. General powers
The authority shall have all powers necessary or convenient to accomplish
the aforesaid purposes, including but not limited to the following:
kok ok
(8 The power to make and execute all contracts and other instruments
necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers of the authority,

including the power to contract for managerial and operating services,
rovided that management and labor attempt to resolve all contracts
bilaterally before involving a mediator.

E

(23) The power to require quarterly reporting of the Regional Transit
Authority funds and functioning.

(24) The power to establish and address situations where the Regional
Transit Authority violates state and city laws and establish penalties.

(25) The power to establish an investigative committee for the following:

probe waste, bid rigging, abuse of employees, and labor law violations.

(26) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary,
including the provisions of R.S. 45:161 et seq., the authority created herein
and any entity contracted to manage or operate the authority shall not be
deemed a “person” as defined in R.S. 45:162 or a “common carrier” as defined
in R.S. 45:162 nor shall the authority or any entity contracted to manage or
operate the authority be construed or interpreted to be such. Additionally,
the authority and any entity contracted to manage or operate the authority
shall not be deemed to be a common carrier, or interpreted to be such by any
court of this state in a suit for personal injury or property damage.

1656.1. The Regional Transit Authority Advisory Board; creation;
composition; powers

A. The Regional Transit Authority Advisory Board, hereinafter referred
to as the “advisory board”, is hereby created to assist the Regional Transit
Authority and shall have the purpose, composition, duties, and functions
provided in this Section.

B.(1) The purpose of the advisory board is to advise and make
recommendations to the Regional Transit Authority in making informed
decisions regarding the functions outlined in R.S. 48:1654(B).

(2) To ensure the advisory board can function effectively, the following
powers and functions shall be vested in the board:

(a) Full and unrestricted access to all written information, documents, data
which are before the Regional Transit Authority board of commissioners and
its committees. However, this Subparagraph does not include items that are
covered by the executive session proceedings.

(b) The power to request written briefings, presentation reports, and any
other information as needed from the staff of the Regional Transit Authority
in _making informed decisions regarding the functions outlined in R.S.
48:1654(B).

(c) The power to adopt formal recommendations regarding any such matter
which shall be presented on the record at commission meetings prior to a
vote. However, the advisory board shall not have the power to vote.

(3) The advisory board shall be required to meet quarterly with the board
of commissioners.

C. The advisory board shall be composed of eleven persons as follows:

1) An employee of the Regional Transit Authority appointed by the chief
executive officer.

(2) A local member of the Amalgamated Transit Union who works for the
Regional Transit Authority appointed by the president and business agent.

3) A member from Ride New Orleans appointed by the executive officer.

4) The president of h of the following universities: L.oyol niversi

Tulane University, Xavier University, Dillard University, Southern University
rleans, th niversi f Orlean nd th niversi f Hol

sk

Cross.
5 member in he president of the Louisiana American
Federation of Labor and Congress of Louisiana Industrial Organizations.
D. All appointed members of the board shall receive at least two hours of
transit-specific training in the duties, responsibilities, ethics and substance
fth itions held an hours of training on 1 r and union relation

best practices, either before taking office or no later than one year after the
ffice i m All training shall formall r h rd an

ratified by each participating parish or city legislative body.
E. Any ci r_parish with intmen nd representation on th

Regional Transit Authority board of commissioners shall have the authority
it th ional Transit Authori r hir hir r rform th

audit. All records and information requested in the audit shall be provided
in an ex i manner h ional Transit Authori A ci r parish

council may levy fines on the Regional Transit Authority.
Section 2. The provisions of this Act shall become effective on August 1,
2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 475
HOUSE BILL NO. 620
BY REPRESENTATIVE RISER
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:711.13(A), (B), and (D) and 711.20(A), to enact R.S.
37:711.13(E) and (F), and to repeal R.S. 37:711.20(C), relative to geoscientist
license fees; to provide for applications for licensure; to provide for fees for
professional geoscientists; to provide for fees for geoscientists-in-training;
to provide for the expiration and renewal of licensure; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
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Section 1. R.S. 37:711.13(A), (B), and (D) and 711.20(A) are hereby amended
and reenacted and R.S. 37:711.13(E) and (F) are hereby enacted to read as
follows:

§711.13. Application for licensure or certification; fees

A. Application for licensure as a professional geoscientist shall be on
forms prescribed and furnished by the board, shall show the applicant’s
education and a detailed summary of his technical work, and shall contain
such references prescribed by the board. Forms provided by the board for
application shall contain the explanation for fees listed in Subsections E and
F of this Section.

B. Application for certification as a geoscientist-in-training shall be on
forms prescribed and furnished by the board, shall show the applicant’s
education and a detailed summary of his technical work, if any, and shall
contain such references prescribed by the board. Forms provided by

the board for application shall contain the explanation for fees listed in
Subsections E and F of this Section.

€2 The application fee shall accompany the application. Ifthe board denies
the issuance of a license or certification to any applicant, the application
fee shall be retained by the board. An unsuccessful applicant shall pay the
prescribed fee for each subsequent application.

E. The fees for professional geoscientists are as follows:

)
©
©

N
1
(=

(1) Application/initial licensing fee

(2) Annual license renewal

(3) Annual license renewal for licensees
sixty years or older

(4) Late renewal penalty

(5) Temporary license (ninety days)

(6) Duplicate wall license certificate

(1) _Affidavit of licensure

(8) Verification of licensure

(@ Insufficient funds fee

F. The fees for geoscientists-in-training are as follows:

@@@@@EE E

Fee
(1) Application/first year certification fee 125
(2) Annual renewal fee 100

§711.20. Expiration and renewals; fees

A. Licensure and certification shall expire at a time specified by the board
and shall become invalid after that date unless renewed. It shall be the duty
of the executive secretary of the board to notify by letter to his last known
address each licensee and certificate holder of the date of the expiration of
the license or certificate and the requirements for its renewal. The notice

shall be mailed at least one month in advance of the expiration of such
license or certificate. Renewal of licensure as a professional geoscientist or
geoscientist-in-training may be effected at any time during the two months
pI‘lOI‘ to explratlon by the payment of a fee

Section 2. R.S. 37:711.20(C) is hereby repealed in its entirety.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 476
HOUSE BILL NO. 824
BY REPRESENTATIVES MARCELLE, ADAMS, BACALA, BOYD, BOYER,
WILFORD CARTER, COX, FISHER, HORTON, JACKSON, KNOX,
LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN, LYONS, MOORE, NEWELL, SELDERS,
VENTRELLA, VILLIO, AND WILEY AND SENATORS BARROW,
BOUDREAUX, CARTER, CLOUD, DUPLESSIS, FIELDS, JACKSON-
ANDREWS, AND PRICE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:40.6(C), relative to the unlawful disruption of the
operation of a school; to provide for penalties; to provide for participation
in conflict resolution classes; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:40.6(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
§40.6. Unlawful disruption of the operation of a school; penalties

ok %k

C.(1) Whoever commits the offense of unlawful disruption of the operation
of a school shall be ﬁned not more than one thousand dollars or 1mprlsoned

for not more than s1x months or both

(2) For a second or subseguent offense, the offender shall be fined not more
than one thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not
less than one year nor more than five years, or both.

@) In addition to any other penalty provided in this Section, whoever
violates the provisions of this Section shall be required to participate in
conflict resolution classes as provided in R.S. 17:416.15.

ko ok ok

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 477
HOUSE BILL NO. 927
BY REPRESENTATIVES SELDERS, BRYANT, DESHOTEL, FISHER,
JACOB LANDRY, TAYLOR, AND WALTERS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4886, relative to parishes and municipalities;
to provide relative to permits required by parishes and municipalities; to
prohibit any parish or municipality from requiring a permit for certain
services provided by an authorized utility provider; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 33:4886 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§4886. Permits; certain utility services; parishes and municipalities
Notwithstanding any other pr0v151on of law to the contrary, no—parish

1f a person who holds an account w1th an authorlzed utlllty prov1der that is
being charged by the provider for electric services provided to a dwelling
located in the state of Louisiana transfers the account to another person, the
parish or municipal governing authority shall not require the new account
holder to acquire a permit from the respective parish or municipal governing
authority to continue the electric services being provided by the authorized

utility provider to any such dwelling. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit
regulatory inspection or enforcement regarding on-site sewerage disposal
systems, nor shall it prohibit a parish or municipal governing authority from
collecting past due utility debt.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 478
SENATE BILL NO. 86
BY SENATOR EDMONDS
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 37:3516(A)(1) and (2), relative to the Louisiana

State Board of Private Investigator Examiners; to increase certain licensing

fees; to provide for terms and conditions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 37:3516(A)(1) and (2) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:

§3516. Fees

A. The board shall assess the following schedule of fees which shall not be
refundable:

(1) Private investigator agency:

(a) Application fee - $50.00.

(b) Examination fee - $56-60 $100.00.

(¢) Reexamination fee - $25-00 $50.00.

(d) Initial license fee - $250-60 $300.00.

(e) Annual renewal license fee - $250-60 $300.00.

(f) Replacement fee for a lost, destroyed, or mutilated license - $25.00.

(2) Private investigator or apprentice investigator:

(a) Application fee - $50.00.

(b) Examination fee - $56-60 $100.00.

(c) Reexamination fee - $25-60 $50.00.

(d) Initial license fee per investigater individual or

apprentice - $166-60 $150.00.
(e) Annual renewal license fee - $1606-60 $150.00.
kook ok
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A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 479
SENATE BILL NO. 159
BY SENATOR CATHEY
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 29:296, relative to services for veterans; to provide for
restrictions on services provided to veterans for compensation; to provide
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for definitions; to provide for disclosures; to provide relative to violations;

to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 29:296 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§296. Preserving lawful utilization of services for veterans

A. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

1) “Compensation” means any money, thing of value, or economic benefit
conferred on, or received by, any person in return for services rendered, or to be
rendered, by a person.

2) “Person” means any natural person, corporation, trust, partnershi
incorporated or unincorporated association, or any other legal entity.

3) “Veterans’ benefits matter” means the preparation, presentation, or
prosecution of any claim affecting any person who has filed or expressed an
intent to file a claim for any benefit, program, service, commodity. function,
status, or entitlement to which is determined to pertain to veterans, their
dependents, their survivors, or any other individual eligible for such benefits
under the laws and regulations administered by the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs or the Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs.

B.(1) No person shall receive compensation for referring any individual to
another person to advise or assist the individual with any veterans’ benefits
matter.

(2) No person shall receive any compensation for any services rendered in
connection with any claim filed within the one-year presumptive period of
active-duty release.

(3) No person shall receive any compensation for any services rendered in
connection with any claim for pension benefits.

C.(1) A person seeking to receive compensation for advising, assisting, or
consulting with any individual in connection with any veterans’ benefits matter
shall, before rendering any services, memorialize the specific terms under
which the amount to be paid will be determined in a written agreement signed
by both parties. Compensation must be purely contingent upon an increase in
benefits awarded, and if successful, compensation shall not exceed five times
the amount of the monthly increase in benefits awarded based on the claim.
Compensation shall not exceed twelve thousand five hundred dollars or an
amount established by federal law, whichever is less. No initial or nonrefundable
fee shall be charged by a person advising, assisting, or consulting an individual
on a veterans’ benefit matter. No interest shall be charged on any payment plans
agreed to by the parties.

2) A person seeking to receive compensation for advising, assisting, or
consulting with any individual with any veterans’ benefits matter shall not
utilize a medical professional with whom it has an employment or business
relationship for a secondary medical exam.

(3) In the event that a veteran claimant dies prior to a claim being processed,
any expected compensation shall be waived and no charge, fee, or debt shall
be collected. Any payment plan for services rendered shall be terminated
immediately.

D. No person shall guarantee, either directly or by implication, a successful
outcome or that any individual is certain to receive specific veterans’ benefits or
that any individual is certain to receive a specific level, percentage, or amount
of veterans’ benefits.

E.(1) N rson _shall advi i r_consult for compensation with an

individual concerning any veterans’ benefits matter without clearly providing

at th f th in relationship the following disclosur th orall
and in writing:
“Thi in is n nsor r_affili ith, th ni

Department of Veterans Affairs or the Louisiana Department of Veterans
Affairs, or an her federally charter rans’ servi rganization. Other

organizations including but not limited to the Louisiana Department of Veterans
Affair local rans’ servi rganization, an her federally charter

veterans’ service organizations may be able to provide you with this service
fr f charge. Pr I servi ffer: hi in re not n ril

endorsed by any of these organizations. You may qualify for other veterans’
nefi nd th nefits for which re receivin rvi here.”

(2) The written disclosure shall appear in at least twelve-point font and shall

r in a readily noti le and identifiable place in th rson’s agreemen
with the individual seeking services. The disclosure shall direct the individual
seeking services to the nearest Veterans Service Office, with the appropriate
address and contact information for that office. The individual shall verbally
knowl nderstanding of the oral disclosure and sign th ment in
which the written disclosure appears to represent understanding of these
provisions. The person offering services shall retain a copy of the written
disclosure while providing veterans’ benefits services for compensation to the

indivi 1 and for at 1 n r after th n which th rvice relation
terminate.
F. Businesses engaging in the preparation of an initial claim or appeal of a
disability rating for a fee shall not do any of the following:
1 ilize international call center or nters for pr in ran
personal information.
in dir n rsonal medical, financial, or romen

benefits log-in, username, or password information.
G. A violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute an unfair, false,

misleading, or deceptive act or practice in the conduct of trade or commerce
nder th nfair Tr Practi n nsumer Pr ion L 1:1401

laim

ith their initial disabili

prescribed within this Section shall, within one hundred twenty days of the
request, provide on an annualized basis of all of the following data to the
Department of Veterans Affairs:

(1) Aggregate number of serviced in the state.

2) Number of claims approved, denied, pending.

(3) Average claim return time.

(4) Number of clients who received a successful increase who have a previously
assigned “agent of record”.

5) Data provided shall exclude any items of personal financial, medical
or other data deemed confidential, business privileged, or HIPAA protected
information.

Section 2. This Act shall be known and may be cited as “The Preserving
Lawful Utilization of Services for Veterans Act”.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 480
SENATE BILL NO. 240
BY SENATOR COUSSAN
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 51:911.24(J)2) and to enact R.S. 51:911.24(J)(3)
and 912.27(A)4), relative to manufactured housing; to provide relative
to licensure requirements, qualifications, and applications; to provide
relative to retailers, developers, transporters, and installers; to provide
with respect to requiring a surety bond; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 51:911.24(J)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
51:911.24(J)(3) and 912.27(A)(4) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
§911.24. License required; qualifications; application; issuance; transfer;
criminal history record information; bond
ko ok ok
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(2) All retailers and developers shall provide annually along with the license

application, a surety bond in the amount of fifty thousand dollars or post a fifty
thousand dollar irrevocable letter of credit with the commission.

(3) Any person applying for an original retailer’s license or an original
developer’s license after January 1, 2004, shall submit a financial statement
prepared by an independent third-party accounting firm evidencing a
minimum net worth of two hundred fifty thousand dollars or post a two
hundred fifty thousand dollar surety bond, annually until the required net
worth is achieved, with the commission. Further, each of these persons shall
take a class and pass an accompanying test prior to receiving his original
license. The commission shall develop the class and test. The fee for the
retailer and developer class and test shall be set by rule and shall not exceed
one hundred dollars.

§912.27. Licensure of installers and transporters; adoption of rules;
compliance with installation instructions; disposition of fees; continuing
education; bond

A.

H sk ok

(4) All installers and transporters shall provide annually along with the license
application, a surety bond in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars or post
nty-fi n llar irr lel r of credit with th mmission.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 481
SENATE BILL NO. 246
BY SENATORS LUNEAU, BARROW, BASS, BOUDREAUX, BOUIE,
CONNICK, DUPLESSIS, EDMONDS, FIELDS, HARRIS, HENRY,
JACKSON-ANDREWS, JENKINS, KLEINPETER, MIZELL,
MORRIS, OWEN, PRICE, SEABAUGH, STINE AND WOMACK AND
REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BACALA, BAYHAM, BERAULT, BOYD,
BOYER, BRYANT, WILFORD CARTER, CHASSION, COATES, COX,
DEVILLIER, DEWITT, FISHER, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, GREEN,
HORTON, HUGHES, JACKSON, TRAVIS JOHNSON, JORDAN, KNOX,
LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN, LYONS, MARCELLE, MCMAHEN, MENA,
NEWELL, PHELPS, SCHLEGEL, TAYLOR, VENTRELLA, WALTERS,
WILDER, WILLARD AND WYBLE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact Section 2 of Act No. 386 of the 2022 Regular Session
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of the Legislature, relative to prescription; to provide relative to the
prescriptive period for certain civil actions against a person for certain
acts committed against a minor; to provide relative to implementation; to
provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Section 2 of Act No. 386 of the 2022 Regular Session of the
Legislature is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

Section 2. Any person whose cause of action related to sexual abuse of a
minor was barred by liberative prescription shall be permitted to file an
action under R.S. 9:2800.9 on or before June 14, 2624 2027. 1t is the express
intent of the legislature to revive until June 14, 2624 2027, any cause of action
related to sexual abuse of a minor that previously prescribed under any
Louisiana prescriptive period.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 482
SENATE BILL NO. 343
BY SENATOR BARROW
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3399.13.1 (A), (C), (E), and (F) and to enact R.S.
17:3399.13.1 (G), relative to the prevention of power-based violence in public
postsecondary education institutions; to provide with respect to written
reports; provides with respect to the dates of the reports; provides with
respect to required annual training; to provide an effective date; and to
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 2. R.S. 17:3399.13.1 (A), (C), (E), and (F) hereby amended and reenacted
and R.S. 17:3399.13.1 (Q) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§3399.13.1. Administrative reporting requirements

A. Not later than October tenth and April tenth of each year, the Title IX
coordinator of an institution shall submit to the chancellor of the institution
a written incident report on the reports received under R.S. 17:3399.13,
including information regarding:

(1) The investigation of those reports.

(2) The disposition, if any, of any disciplinary processes arising from those
reports.

(3) The reports for which the institution determined not to initiate a
disciplinary process, if any.

(4) Any complaints of retaliation and the status of the investigation of the
complaints.

£ * sk

C. The chancellor of each institution shall submit a report to the institution’s
management board within fourteen days of receiving the report pursuant
to Subsection A of this Section from the Title IX coordinator. The report
shall include th employees—and-eonfiden tal-advisors—for-the

ining; the number of complaints of power-based violence
received by the institution, the number of complaints which resulted in a
finding that power-based violations occurred, the number of complaints
in which the finding of power-based violations resulted in discipline or
corrective action, the type of discipline or corrective action taken, the
amount of time it took to resolve each complaint, the number of reports of
retaliation, and the findings of any investigations of reports of retaliation.
The report shall be posted on the institution’s website.

E. The management board shall send an annual system-wide summary
incident report to the Board of Regents by December thirty-first. The Board
of Regents shall post the report on its website.

F. In addition, each management board shall send an annual training report
to the Board of Regents by January thirtieth. The report shall include the
number of employees and confidential advisors for each institution, and the
number and percentage of those who have completed the required annual
training. The training report shall be published on the website of each system.

G. The Board of Regents, in consultation with the Louisiana Power-Based
Violence Review Panel, shall annually submit a report to the governor, the
president of the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives, and
the Senate and House committees on education and select committees on
women and children by Fanuwaryfifteenth February twenty-eighth which
shall include system-wide and statewide information. The report shall also
include any recommendations for legislation. The report shall be published
on the website of the Board of Regents.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or,
if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become
law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18
of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and subsequently
approved by the legislature, this Act become effective on the day following
such approval.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 483
SENATE BILL NO. 398
BY SENATORS JENKINS, BASS AND SEABAUGH AND
REPRESENTATIVES BAMBURG, BAYHAM, FISHER, JACKSON,
THOMPSON, WALTERS AND YOUNG
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4574.1.1(A)(24)(b), relative to the Shreveport-

Bossier Convention and Tourist Bureau; to provide relative to the hotel

occupancy tax levied by the Shreveport-Bossier Convention and Tourist

Bureau; to provide for continuation of the hotel occupancy tax; to provide

for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:4574.1.1(A)(24)(b) is hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:

§4574.1.1. Occupancy taxes levied by the commissions

A. For the purposes set forth in this Subsection or Paragraph (F)(3) of this
Section, a commission created pursuant to R.S. 33:4574(B) is authorized to
levy and collect a tax upon the occupancy of hotel rooms, motel rooms, and
overnight camping facilities within the jurisdiction of the commission. Such
tax shall not exceed the following percentages of the rent or fee charged for
such occupancy:

kok ok

(24)(a)
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(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph,
the maximum rate shall be four and one-half percent until twenty-five years
after June 30, 1999 2024.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 484
SENATE BILL NO. 438
BY SENATOR MILLER
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 38:304(A), relative to levee commissioners; to

provide for requirements for levee commissioners; to provide relative to

education requirements for levee commissioners; and to provide for related

matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 38:304(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§304. Appointment of members; residency and education requirements;
filling of vacancies

A. Any person appointed as a levee commissioner or levee and drainage
commissioner must-have shall meet all of the following requirements:

(1) resided Reside in this state for the preceding two years;.

(2) resided Reside in the levee district for the preceding year;.

(3) be Is a qualified voter of one of the parishes included in the district;.

(4) Have or possess the equivalent of a high school diploma. The requirement
contained in this Paragraph shall only have prospective application and shall
only apply to new appointments. Further, such requirement shall not apply to

reappointments of existing members.
(5) and-reside Resides in the district while serving as a member of the board.
ko ok %k

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 485
SENATE BILL NO. 441
BY SENATOR HARRIS AND REPRESENTATIVES CHASSION, DEWITT,
MACK, ORGERON AND ZERINGUE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact Section 2 and Section 3 of Act No. 57 of the 2021
Regular Session of the Legislature; to provide for the transfer of certain
state property; to provide for the authority to transfer certain state property
in Orleans Parish; to provide an effective date; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Section 2 and Section 3 of Act No. 57 of the 2021 Regular Session
of the Legislature are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
Section 2. The president of the University of Louisiana System, as
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authorized by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana
System, and the commissioner of administration are hereby authorized to
enter into such agreements, covenants, conditions, and stipulations and to
execute such documents as necessary to properly effectuate any conveyance,
transfer, assignment, or delivery of title, including any agreement allowing
for the conveyance, transfer, assignment, or delivery of title as an installment
purchase over multiple years, excluding mineral rights, to the property
described in Section 1 of this Act, and as more specifically described in
any such agreements entered into and documents executed by and between
the president of the University of Louisiana System, the commissioner,
and The Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Inc., in exchange for appropriate
consideration sufficient to satisfy the provisions of Article VII, Section 14(A)
of the Constitution of Louisiana. For purposes of determining appropriate
consideration for this transaction, The Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Inc.,
shall be credited for any maintenance, upkeep, repairs, capital contributions,
or any other expenditures made that benefit the property described in Section
1 of this Act.

Section 3. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any
and all proceeds from the sale of the property described in Section 1 of this
Act shall be credited to the University of New Orleans to be used at its sole
discretion.

(b) The authorities granted by this Act shall terminate on June 30, 2024 2028.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 486
HOUSE BILL NO. 655
BY REPRESENTATIVE MILLER
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 46:446.2 (E) and (F), relative to third-party liability for prior
authorizations and state claim inquiries; to provide for third-party prior
authorizations; to provide for third-party claim processing; to provide for an
effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 46: 446.2 (E) and (F) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
§446.2. Third-party liability; acquisition of rights

E. A third party that requires prior authorization for an item or service
furnishedtoanindividual eligibletoreceive medical assistance in accordance
with this Title shall accept authorization provided by the department that the
item or service is covered under the State Plan, or waiver of such plan, for
such individual as if the authorization were a prior authorization made by
the third party for the item or service.

F. A third party shall:

(1) Respond not later than sixty days after receiving any inquiry by the
department regarding a claim for payment for any healthcare item or service
that is submitted not later than three years after the date of the provision of
the healthcare item or service.

(2) Not deny a claim submitted by the department solely on the basis of
the date of submission of the claim, the type or format of the claim form, or a
failure to present proper documentation at the point-of-sale that is the basis
of the claim.

(3) Not deny a claim on the basis of failure to obtain a prior authorization
for the item or service for which the claim is being submitted if the claim
is submitted by the department within the three-year period beginning on
the date on which the item or service was furnished and any action by the
department to enforce its rights with respect to the claim is commenced

within six years from the date the department submitted the claim.
Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor

or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, May 23, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 487
HOUSE BILL NO. 658
BY REPRESENTATIVES HENRY AND ROMERO
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 49:977.3(C), relative to the administrative
revocation, suspension, annulment, or withdrawal of a license; to provide

for notice through electronic means; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 49:977.3(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§977.3. Licenses

koo sk

C. No revocation, suspension, annulment, or withdrawal of any license
is lawful unless, prior to the institution of agency proceedings, the agency
gives notice by mail or through electronic means as prescribed by the agency
to the licensee of facts or conduct which warrant the intended action, and
the licensee is given an opportunity to show compliance with all lawful
requirements for the retention of the license. If the agency finds that public
health, safety, or welfare imperatively requires emergency action, and
incorporates a finding to that effect in its order, summary suspension of a
license may be ordered pending proceedings for revocation or other action.
These proceedings shall be promptly instituted and determined.

Approved by the Governor, May 23, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 488
HOUSE BILL NO. 672
BY REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 22:1623, 1625(A), and 1626 and to enact R.S. 22:1628
and 1629, relative to managing general agents; to provide for duties; to
provide relative to financial examinations; to provide for account reports;
to require notices to the Department of Insurance and insurers; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 22:1623, 1625(A), and 1626 are hereby amended and reenacted
and R.S. 22:1628 and 1629 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1623. Licensure; registration

A. No A person shall not act in the capacity of an MGA with respect to risks
located in this state for an insurer licensed in this state unless such person is
a licensed producer in this state.

B. Neo A person shall not act in the capacity of an MGA representing an
insurer domiciled in this state with respect to risks located outside this state
unless such person is licensed as a resident or nonresident producer in this
state pursuant to the provisions of this Part.

C. The commissioner may require a bond in an amount of ten percent of the
MGA annual writings or two hundred fifty thousand dollars, whichever is less,
for the protection of the insurer.

D. Noe A person shall not act in the capacity of an MGA in this state unless
such person has registered his name, current residential address, current
mailing address, and current business address with the commissioner, on
forms prescribed by the commissioner, together with a fee in the amount set
forth in R.S. 22:821.

E.(1) A person shall not act in the capacity of an MGA in this state if the
person served as an officer, director, or person with direct or indirect control
over the selection or appointment of an officer or director through contract,
trust, or by operation of law of an insurer doing business in this state and
served in that capacity within the two-year period before the date the insurer
became insolvent, unless the person demonstrates that his personal actions
and omissions were not a significant contributing cause to the insolvency, as
determined by the commissioner.

(2) Notwithstanding Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the commissioner may
approve a former officer, director, or person with direct or indirect control
over the selection or appointment of an officer or director of an insurer who

became insolvent, if at least five years have passed since the date the insurer
became insolvent.

E:- F. Each year prior to May first, every MGA shall notify the commissioner
of his desire to continue his registration as an MGA on forms prescribed by
the commissioner together with a fee in the amount set forth in R.S. 22:821.

F. G. If a person fails to provide any of the information required pursuant
to this Section, the commissioner may, after notification by the commissioner
to the person by certified mail of such failure, impose a fine not to exceed fifty
dollars.

G- H. The commissioner may require the MGA to maintain an errors and
omissions insurance policy.

koosk sk

§1625. Duties of insurers

A. If an insurer has an MGA who writes more than five percent of its
policyholder surplus, then the insurer shall provide to the commissioner.
upon his request, financial data by an independent examiner concerning that
insurer’s book of business which is in question and is handled by that MGA
ﬂ-peﬁ—req-\tes-t and the 1nsurer shall have on ﬁle an 1ndependent finaneial

amination § e, audited financial
report of each MGA w1th which it has done busmess The audited financial
reportshallincludethe opinion ofanindependent certified public accountant
report the financial position of the MGA as of the most recent year-end and
the results of its operations and cash flows, and include appropriate notes to
financial statements. The insurer shall submit the report to the commissioner
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upon his request.
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§1626. Examination authority; account reports; financial examinations;
required notices to department

A. The acts of the MGA are considered to be the acts of the insurer on whose
behalf it is acting. An MGA may be examined as if it were the insurer.

B. As the commissioner considers necessary, an MGA shall submit to an
examination by the commissioner of the MGA’s financial condition.

C. The MGA shall pay the examination expenses in an amount the
commissioner certifies as just and reasonable.

§1628. Duties of managing general agents

A. At least once each calendar quarter, an MGA shall submit an account
report to each insurer with whom the MGA has a contract, and include in the
report, as applicable, a statement of all of the following:

(1) Written, earned, and unearned premiums.

(2) Losses and loss expenses paid and outstanding.

@3) Losses incurred but not reported.

(4) Management fees.

(5) An outline of expenses, on a form prescribed by the commissioner,
incurred by the MGA in the performance of duties under its contract with the
insurer.

B. An MGA shall notify the department within thirty days of the date any of
the following occurs:

(1) Balances due to an insurer for more than ninety days exceed either of
the following:

(a) One million dollars.

(b) Ten percent of the insurer’s policyholder surplus, as reported in the
annual statement filed with the department.

(2) Balances due for more than sixty days from a property and casualty
agent or MGA appointed by or reporting to the MGA exceed five hundred
thousand dollars.

(3) Authority to settle claims for an insurer is withdrawn.

(4) Money held for an insurer for losses is greater than an amount that is
one hundred thousand dollars more than the amount necessary to pay the
losses and loss adjustment expenses expected to be paid on the insurer’s
behalf within the next sixty- day period.

(5) The contractrequired pursuantto R.S.22:1624 is cancelled or terminated.

C. Notwithstanding the notification period imposed by Subsection B of
this Section, an MGA’s requirement to notify as prescribed in Paragraphs (B)
@), (), and (@) of this Section may be met with a single annual report, if the
MGA routinely operates above the limits established by those Paragraphs
and the department verifies that fact in conformity with rules adopted by the
commissioner.

§1629. Rules and regulations

The commissioner may promulgate and adopt rules and regulations, in
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, that are necessary to

effectuate the provisions of this Part.
Approved by the Governor, May 23, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 489
HOUSE BILL NO. 277
BY REPRESENTATIVES KERNER, KNOX, AND TAYLOR
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 32:300.4(A), relative to the prohibition for smoking

in motor vehicles; to provide for the unlawfulness of smoking in a motor

vehicle with a child twelve and under present in the vehicle; and to provide

for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 32:300.4(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§300.4. Smoking in motor vehicles prohibited; penalties

It shall be unlawful for the operator or any passenger in a motor vehicle

to smoke cigarettes, pipes, cigars, or any vaping devices in a motor Vehlcle
passenger Van or plck up truck When a ch11d who 1s et

: p y 5 younger than

th1rteen is also present in such Vehlcle regardless of whether w1ndows of the

motor vehicle are down. For purposes ofthls Section, the term “smoke” shall

mean inhalingexhaling, burning,orearrying to 1nha1e to exhale, to burn, or

to carry any activated aerosol or vapor or any lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe,

weed, plant, or other combustible substance in any manner or in any form.
koosk sk

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 490

HOUSE BILL NO. 785
BY REPRESENTATIVE SCHAMERHORN
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 9:2791.1, relative to liability for commercial motor vehicles;
to provide for definitions; to provide for a limitation of liability for
commercial motor vehicles and motor vehicle rental agencies; to provide
for an exception; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 9:2791.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2791.1. Limitation of liability for commercial motor vehicles

A. For purposes of this Section:

Q) “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle used in commerce to
transport passengers or property. This definition shall also include a motor
vehicle rental agency as provided by 49 U.S.C. 30106.

(2) “Optional equipment” means equipment or a component part of a
commercial motor vehicle that:

a) Was not required to be installed or equipped on the commercial motor
vehicle under the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards as provided by
49 C.F.R. 571 at the time the commercial motor vehicle was manufactured or
sold, whichever occurred last.

b) Was not required by law to be installed on the commercial motor vehicle
issued after the vehicle was manufactured or first sold.

B. No individual shall have a cause of action against an owner, a lessor, or
an operator of a commercial motor vehicle, or a person renting or leasing
the commercial motor vehicle for failure to install optional equipment on a
commercial motor vehicle.

C._The provisions of this Section do not apply to a vehicle involved in an
accident after failure to comply with a law requiring a mandatory recall.

D. The owner of a commercial motor vehicle shall have no duty to install
optional equipment. Additionally, the absence of optional equipment shall
not be admissible to establish the owner’s negligence.

Approved by the Governor, June 3, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 491
SENATE BILL NO. 462
BY SENATOR HODGES
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 42:4, relative to gubernatorial appointments;
to provide for the appointment of the chairman or the presiding member
from among the members of certain boards and commissions; to provide for
certain terms; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 42:4 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§4. Public officers appointed by the Governor

A Except as otherwise provided by law, all public
officers who are appointed by the Governor shall serve at the pleasure of the
Governor.

(2) This-Seetion Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not apply to officers
appointed by the Governor upon recommendation or from lists submitted
by others where the law requires appointments to be so made, nor to those
whose terms of office are fixed by the constitution and those who are required
by the constltutlon to be appomted w1th the adv1ce and consent of the Senate

B.(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the governor
may appoint the chairman or the presiding member of each board and
commission so long as both of the following criteria apply:

(a) The majority of the members of the board or commission are members of
the board or commission by virtue of gubernatorial appointment.

(b) The appointment of the chairman or the presiding member is not otherwise
prohibited by the Constitution of Louisiana.

2) If the governor appoints the chairman or the presiding member of a board
or commission, then the appointment shall be from among the membership of
that board or commission.

(3) The governor shall submit the name of persons appointed pursuant to this
Subsection to the Senate for confirmation.

(4) A chairman or presiding member of a board or commission appointed by
the governor pursuant to this Subsection and confirmed by the Senate serves in
that position at the pleasure of the governor.

5) Until the governor appoints a chairman or presiding member of a board or
commission pursuant to this Subsection, a board or commission may select its
chairman or presiding member in the manner otherwise provided by law or in
its rules, regulations, or bylaws.

C. The provisions of Subsection B of this Section shall not apply to any board
or commission that as of May 1, 2024, is chaired by a statewide elected official.

Section 2. For terms of office beginning January 8, 2024, any election or
appointment made pursuant to the provisions of this Act shall occur not later
than August 1, 2024.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
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or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 5, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 492

HOUSE BILL NO. 426
BY REPRESENTATIVES MELERINE, BUTLER, CHASSION, GEYMANN,
AND WILDER AND SENATOR ABRAHAM
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 42:1111(C)6) and 1123(41), relative to ethics; to provide an
exception to allow the continued employment of a governing authority
member by a person with or seeking business or financial relationships
with the member’s governmental entity under specified circumstances;
to provide an exception to allow certain educational professionals to
tutor certain students, including the use of school facilities under certain
circumstances; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 42:1111(C)6) and 1123(41) are hereby enacted to read as
follows:
§1111. Payment from nonpublic sources
kok ok

C. Payments for nonpublic service.
ko ok ok

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (2)(d) of this Subsection,
a member of a school board or parish or municipal governing authority may
continue employment with a person who has or is seeking a contractual or
other business or financial relationship with his governmental entity or
an agency under the jurisdiction or supervision of his governmental entity
provided all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The member is a salaried or wage-earning employee of his employer.

(b) The compensation of the member is substantially unaffected by his
employer’s contractual or other business or financial relationship with his
governmental entity or other agency under the jurisdiction or supervision of
his governmental entity.

() The memberis not an officer, director, trustee, or partner of his employer.

(d) The member does not own an interest which exceeds one percent of the
legal entity which employs him.

(e) The member does not participate in any transaction with his
governmental entity or agency under the jurisdiction or supervision of his
governmental entity, including recusing himself from any vote, involving his
employer.

The member compli ith th losure r iremen .42:1114.
ko ok ok
§1123. Exceptions
This Part shall not preclude:
an A teacher, coach, or other educational professional from providing
mi rin hl rainin rvi for compensation n
who attend the school at whlch the teacher, coach, or other educational
rofessional i ign r th r of an f i ith
of school facilities for these purposes.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 5, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 493
HOUSE BILL NO. 768
BY REPRESENTATIVE FARNUM
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 44:35(E), relative to the Public Records Law; to

provide relative to enforcement proceedings; to limit personal liability for

failure to comply; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 44:35(E) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§35. Enforcement
ko ok ok

E.(1) If the court finds that the custodian arbitrarily or capriciously
withheld the requested record or unreasonably or arbitrarily failed to
respond to the request as required by R.S. 44:32, it may award the requestor
any actual damages proven by him to have resulted from the actions of the
custodian except as hereinafter provided. In addition, if the court finds that
the custodian unreasonably or arbitrarily failed to respond to the request
as required by R.S. 44:32 it may award the requestor civil penalties not to
exceed one hundred dollars per day, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal pubhc holldays for each such day of such fallure to glve notlﬁcatlon

hall be ersonall llable for an enalt rov1ded in thls Cha ter, includin
damages, civil penalties, attorney fees, and other costs of litigation assessed
for failure to comply with this Section. In all instances in which a penalty is
assessed, the public body shall be responsible for such penalties.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 5, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 494
SENATE BILL NO. 432
BY SENATOR EDMONDS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 38:3073(3) and R.S. 38:3074(A)(2) and (3), to enact
R.S. 38:3076(F), and to repeal R.S. 38:3076(A)(22), relative to the capital area
groundwater conservation district; to provide for definitions; to provide for
appointment of commissioners; to provide for powers of the board; and to
provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 38:3073(3) and R.S. 38:3074(A)(2) and (3) are hereby amended
and reenacted, and R.S. 38:3076(F) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§3073. Definitions
Unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms shall have the
following meanings for purposes of this Part:
3) “Commissioner” means a commissioner of the district who has been
appointed or-eleeted in accordance with this part.

§3074. Board of commissioners;
compensation

A. Members of the board of commissioners shall be appointed by the
governor. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate
for confirmation. The members shall be appointed as follows:

k%

(2) Three members shall be appointed from nominations by the industriat
users-in-the-distriet Louisiana State University Center for Energy Studies, the
College of Engineering at Southern University and Agricultural and Mechanical
College, the Greater Baton Rouge Industrial Alliance. the Louisiana Association
of Business and Industry, the Louisiana Chemical Association, the Louisiana
Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association, and the Louisiana Oil & Gas Association.

(3) Three members shall be appointed from nominations by privately or
publicly owned entities that furnish water for rural or municipal use within
the district. One of the three members shall be from nominations by privately
owned users furnishing a municipal water supply to no fewer than two hundred

fifty-thousand persons.
§3076. Powers of the board

appointments; tenure; replacement;

#* ok %k

#* ok %k

F.(1) The board shall not require users to undertake the installation of
additional metering devices or prescribe new requirements thereof if the user’s
installation of metering devices meets all the following criteria:

(a) Demonstrates compliance with the user’s obligation to meter.

(b) Measures flow data at least hourly for each well, for each stratum from
which the well draws, and reports the data to the board monthly.

(c) Ensures proper operation of the metering device through installation,
calibration, validation, and maintenance practices that are consistent with
the accepted capability of that type of metering device. Calibration of each
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metering device shall be performed at least once a year by a qualified source,
which is a person or entity that has received formal training or has practical
field experience in the calibration of that type of metering device.

(d) Adheres to accepted scientific practices to safeguard the accuracy and
reliability of measurements of the volume of monitored withdrawals.

(e) Measures flows with a maximum deviation of less than five percent from
true withdrawal rates throughout the range of expected withdrawal volumes.

2) The board shall have authority to audit the performance of flow
measurement devices installed and maintained by users. Audits of the flow
measurement devices of all users other than nuclear electric generating
stations may include temporary installation of a flow measurement device
and other necessary equipment by the board, at the board’s expense, in order
to verify performance of a user-installed flow measurement device. Each user-

installed flow measurement device may be audited once per calendar year.
Section 2. R.S. 38:3076(A)(22) is hereby repealed.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 495
HOUSE BILL NO. 268
BY REPRESENTATIVE MIKE JOHNSON
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 44:5(B)(4) and 11, relative to the confidentiality of
certain records; to provide for the confidential nature of certain personal
information in a personnel record; to remove certain exceptions relative
thereto; to provide for the confidentiality of certain records containing
security details pertaining to schedule of the governor or his spouse or
child; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 44:5(B)(4) and 11 are hereby amended and reenacted to read
as follows:
§5. Records of the office of the governor
E

B.
kok sk

(4) Notwithstanding Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection, any record
of the office of the governor pertaining to the schedule of the governor,
his spouse, or his child that contains security details that if made public
may impair the safety of the governor hlS spouse or h1s ch11d may be held
confidential fer v 3
event. However, nothlng in th1s Paragraph shall be mterpreted or construed
in a manner to make confidential all records concerning a meeting or event
that the governor attends and transportation related thereto. The governor
may keep a record concerning a meeting or event that the governor attends
and transportation thereto privileged for a period not to exceed seven days

after the occurrence of the meeting or event.

§11. Confidential nature of certain personnel records; exceptions

A. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Chapter or any other law
to the contrary, the following items in the personnel records of a public
employee of any pubhc body shall be conﬁdentlal

63-)&_) The home address of the publlc employee
reeguested-that-the-addressbe-confidential.
() The personal email address of the public employee.

(4) The name and account number of any financial institution to which the
public employee’s wages or salary are directly deposited by an electronic
direct depos1t payroll system or other dlrect dep051t payroll system

€: Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, the social security
number and financial institution direct deposit information as contained
in the personnel records of a public employee of any public body shall

be confidential. However, when the employee’s social security number or
financial institution direct deposit information is required to be disclosed
pursuant to any other provision of law, including such purposes as child
support enforcement, health insurance, and retirement reporting, the social
security number or financial institution direct deposit information of the
employee shall be disclosed pursuant to such provision of law.

B- C. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Chapter or any other law
to the contrary, all medical records, claim forms, insurance applications,
requests for the payment of benefits, and all other health records of public
employees, public officials, and their dependents in the personnel records
of any public body shall be confidential. However, nothing in this Chapter
shall be intended to limit access to employee records under the Code of Civil
Procedure or Code of Evidence.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 4, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 496
HOUSE BILL NO. 358
BY REPRESENTATIVES BACALA, AMEDEE, BRASS, BROWN, ROBBY
CARTER, COATES, DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, MACK, MUSCARELLO,
WILDER, AND WILEY
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 13:621.21(A) and 621.23, relative to the Twenty-

First Judicial District Court and the Twenty-Third Judicial District Court; to

create an additional judgeship for the Twenty-First Judicial District Court

and the Twenty-Third Judicial District Court; to provide for compensation
of the additional judge; to provide for the election and term of office of the
additional judgeship and those of the successors in office; to provide for
effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 13:621.21(A) and 621.23 are hereby amended and reenacted
to read as follows:

§621.21. Twenty-First Judicial District

A. The Twenty-First Judicial District Court shall have aine ten judges.

§621.23. Fwenty-third Twenty-Third Judicial District

The Pwenty-third Twenty-Third Judicial District Court shall have five six
judges. One judge shall be elected from election section one, and feur five
judges shall be elected from election section two.

Section 2.(A) There is hereby created an additional district judgeship for
the Twenty-First Judicial District for the parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,
and Tangipahoa. The additional judge herein provided for and his successors
shall preside over Division L, which is hereby created for purposes of
nomination and election only. The additional judge and his successors shall
be elected at large and shall have jurisdiction throughout the district and
shall receive the same compensation and expense allowances, payable from
the same sources and in the same manner, as are now or may hereafter be
provided for other judges of the district.

(B) The individual to be elected to the additional judgeship created by this
Act for the Twenty-First Judicial District shall be elected as provided by
Article V, Section 22 of the Constitution of Louisiana, and shall serve a term
which shall begin on the first January first immediately following the effective
date of this Act and which shall expire at the same time as is provided by
law for the other judges of the court. Thereafter, the successors to the judge
provided for in this Act for the Twenty-First Judicial District shall be elected
at the same time and in the same manner and shall serve the same term as is
now or may be provided hereafter for other judges of the court.

Section 3.(A) There is hereby created an additional district judgeship for
the Twenty-Third Judicial District for the parishes of Ascension, Assumption,
and St. James. The additional judge herein provided for and his successors
shall preside over Division F, which is hereby created for purposes of
nomination and election only. The additional judge and his successors shall
be elected at large and shall have jurisdiction throughout the district and
shall receive the same compensation and expense allowances, payable from
the same sources and in the same manner, as are now or may hereafter be
provided for other judges of the district.

(B) The individual to be elected to the additional judgeship created by this
Act for the Twenty-Third Judicial District shall be elected as provided by
Article V, Section 22 of the Constitution of Louisiana, and shall serve a term
which shall begin on the first January first immediately following the effective
date of this Act and which shall expire at the same time as is provided by
law for the other judges of the court. Thereafter, the successors to the judge
provided for in this Act for the Twenty-Third Judicial District shall be elected
at the same time and in the same manner and shall serve the same term as is
now or may be provided hereafter for other judges of the court.

Section 4. The provisions of this Section shall become effective upon
signature by the governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration
of the time for bills to become law without signature by the governor, as
provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed
by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, the provisions
of this Section shall become effective on the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 11, 2024.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry
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Secretary of State

ACT No. 497
SENATE BILL NO. 64
BY SENATOR REESE AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BAYHAM,
BOYER, BROWN, BRYANT, LACOMBE, STAGNI, THOMPSON AND
ZERINGUE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 39:100.52(A) and (C) and 100.56(D)(1) and (G), to
enact R.S. 39:100.52(E) and (F) and 100.56(K)(2)(c) and (O), relative to the Water

Sector Program; to provide relative to the Water Sector Fund; to remove

an outdated reference to a previous transfer of funds; to create a Phase

II Subfund and provide for the deposit, distribution, and administration

of new grants within the program; to create the Emergency Subfund and

provide for the deposit, distribution, and administration of emergency
grants; to provide relative to Water Sector Program guidance requirements;
to provide relative to the authority of the Water Sector Commission and the
division of administration; to require rate studies for grant recipients; to
provide relative to adjustments of grant awards; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 39:100.52(A) and (C) and 100.56(D)(1) and (G) are hereby
amended and reenacted and R.S. 39:100.52(E) and (F) and 100.56(K)(2)(c) and
(0) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§100.52. Water Sector Fund

A. There is hereby created in the state treasury, as a special fund, the
Water Sector Fund, hereinafter referred to in this Section as the “fund”.

C. Monies in the fund shall be used to provide grant funding for repairs,
improvements, and consolidation of water systems and sewer systems
pursuant to the Water Sector Program as provided in R.S. 39:100.56 or_any
other purpose as provided for in this Section. Except as provided in Subsections
D and F of this Section and R.S. 100.56(K)(2), expenditure of monies in the fund
shall require prior approval of the Water Sector Commission and the Joint
Legislative Committee on the Budget.

E. The Phase I1 Subfund is hereby created in the state treasury as a subfund
in the Water Sector Fund. Monies appropriated or transferred to the Phase Il
Subfund shall be deposited by the state treasurer after compliance with the
provisions of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana. Monies
in the Phase IT Subfund shall be invested in the same manner as monies in
the Water Sector Fund, and any interest earned on the investment of Phase I1
Subfund monies shall be credited to the Phase IT Subfund. All unexpended and
unencumbered monies in the Phase Il Subfund at the end of the fiscal year
shall remain in the Phase I1 Subfund. Any monies deposited into the Phase 11
Subfund shall be used only to provide grant funding for repairs, improvements,
consolidation, and related expenses of community water and sewer systems as
provided in R.S. 39:100.56(0).

F. The Emergency Subfund is hereby created in the state treasury as a
subfund in the Water Sector Fund. Monies appropriated or transferred to the
Emergency Subfund shall be deposited by the state treasurer after compliance
with the provisions of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
Monies in the Emergency Subfund shall be invested in the same manner as
monies in the Water Sector Fund, and any interest earned on the investment
of Emergency Subfund monies shall be credited to the Emergency Subfund.
All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Emergency Subfund at the
end of the fiscal year shall remain in the Emergency Subfund. Monies in the
Emergency Subfund shall be used only to provide emergency grant funding
to address or mitigate an emergency related to a community water system or
community sewer system as provided in R.S. 39:100.56(0). No monies shall be
expended from the Emergency Subfund without prior approval of the Water
Sector Commission. Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget approval is

required for approval of emergency grant funding requests in excess of two

hundred thousand dollars.

§100.56. Water Sector Program
I

D.(1) The division shall promulgate guidance for the administration of the
program. The guidance shall include application requirements, application
period dates and deadlines for submissions and approval, criteria for ratings,
grant requirements, rate study requirements, procedures for the consideration
of extension requests and adjustments to grant awards, and a process for
ensuring funding for small water and sewer systems and prioritizing critical
infrastructure needs. The Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et
seq., shall not apply to guidance promulgated pursuant to this Section. The
division shall submit the proposed guidance to the commission for review
and approval. Any changes to the guidance shall require approval by the
commission.

G.(1) Each grant recipient shall be required to provide matching funds, as
provided for in the guidance, unless the commission recommends waiving the

match requirement.
(2) A rate study shall be completed on each grant recipient as provided for in
the guidance.

% ok %
K.(D)

%% %
)@

(c) The commission shall not consider a request to adjust a grant award due to
an increase in project costs until the grantee has submitted a value engineering
review of the project to the division.

0.(1)(a) Any monies deposited into the Phase II Subfund on or after July 1
2024, shall be used only to provide grant funding for repairs, improvements, and
consolidation of community water and sewer systems awarded pursuant to the
provisions of this Subsection.

(b)(i) Any monies deposited into the Emergency Subfund shall be used only to
provide emergency grant funding to address or mitigate an emergency related to
a community water system as defined in R.S. 40:5.8 or community sewer system
as defined in the state Sanitary Code, if such system is under a court appointed
receivership in accordance with R.S. 30:2075.3, R.S. 33:42, or R.S. 40:5.9, or under
the appointment of a fiscal administrator in accordance with R.S. 39:1351 et seq.

(ii) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, any award
of emergency grant funding shall be made in accordance with the procedures
and requirements for requests and approvals of funding for emergencies and
receivership expenses as provided in the guidance promulgated pursuant to
this Subsection.

(2) The commission shall hold a meeting no later than September 1, 2024, to
submit priorities to the division to utilize in the development of guidance for
emergency grants and any new grants awarded pursuant to the Water Sector
Program on or after July 1, 2024.

(3) Upon receipt, the division shall promulgate guidance for the award and
administration of emergency grants and any new grants awarded after July1,2024.
The guidance shall include application requirements, deadlines for application
submissions and approval, criteria for ratings, a process for prioritizing critical
infrastructure needs, and procedures for requests and approvals of funding

for emergencies and receivership expenses. The Administrative Procedure
Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., shall not apply to guidance promulgated pursuant to

this Subsection. No later than October 1, 2024, the division shall submit the
proposed guidance to the commission for review and approval. Any changes to
the guidance shall require approval by the commission.

(4)(a) In addition to the guidance provided for in this Subsection, the division
shall submit a proposal outlining administrative costs for program awards
made pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection. The proposal shall be
submitted to the commission for review and approval at the same time the
guidance is submitted to the commission. The commission shall review
the proposed administrative costs and make a recommendation to the Joint
Legislative Committee on the Budget for funding for administrative costs. The
Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget shall review the recommendations
submitted by the commission and approve administrative costs for program
awards made pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection.

b) N ithstanding any provision of l1a h ntrary, the division m nter

into consulting services, professional services, and information and technology
rvi ntr for th I f the pr rement of an I servi
necessary to implement and expedite the distribution of funds as emergency
I remen xempt from the provisions of the Louisiana Pr remen

and corresponding rules and regulations. The cost of such contracts shall

nsider ministrati nd shall r ir roval of th in
Legislative Committee on the Budget.
Each grant recipient shall r ir rovide matching fun

provided for in the guidance, unless the commission recommends reducing or
waiving the match requirement.

(b) A rate study shall be completed on each grant recipient as provided for in
the guidance.

(6) The division shall begin accepting applications for available funds,
including th ropri he legislature, no later than thir fter
approval by the commission of the guidance. The applications shall include the
following, at a minimum:

(a) The amount of grant funding requested.

The amount and pr I f funding for the pr match
(c) The applicant’s proposal for use of grant monies for repairs, improvements,
r consolidation with neighborin m

(d) An assurance that the applicant will comply with the rate determination of

her mpl hir rty chosen he division prior to rel
of funds for construction and permission to bid.
ithin forty-fi nd of th lication peri he division shall

submit ratings of the proposed projects by the working panel establishe_d in

ion f thi ion and recommendations for funding for the pr
to the commission.

Th mmission shall revi he ratin nd recommendation mi
by the working panel. The commission shall submit its recommendations
for gran I h int Legislati mmi n _the B Th
recommendations shall include:

Th moun f pr matching fun for h proj r

recommendation for a waiver or a decreased match for any project based on the
mmission’ rmination that the local rnin hori r r m
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is unable to provide the full, required match.

(b) Funding for small water and sewer systems as provided for in the guidance.

(9) The Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget shall review the
recommendations submitted by the commission and have final approval of
funding for projects. No monies shall be expended from the Phase II Subfund
without approval of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

(10) The division shall submit a quarterly status update, including a
construction progress report, for projects that received funding approval to the
commission and the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

(11) Each grant recipient that receives funding pursuant to this Subsection
shall comply with the provisions of R.S. 24:513.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 498
SENATE BILL NO. 70
BY SENATOR MIZELL AND REPRESENTATIVES CHASSION AND KNOX
AN ACT
To enact Part I-B of Chapter 11 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 40:2025.1 through 2025.6, and to enact R.S.

44:4(64), relative to local overdose fatality review panels; to authorize

parishes to establish an overdose fatality review panel; to provide for

membership of areview panel;to provide for functions and duties of areview
panel; to provide relative to access to information and confidentiality; to
provide for reporting requirements; to provide an exemption to the Public

Records Law; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part I-B of Chapter 11 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, comprised of R.S. 40:2025.1 through 2025.6, is hereby enacted to read
as follows:

PART I-B. LOCAL OVERDOSE FATALITY REVIEW PANELS

§2025.1. Legislative findings

A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

(1) Substance use disorder and drug overdose are major health problems that
affect the lives of many people, multiple services systems, and lead to profound
consequences, including permanent injury and death.

(2) Overdoses caused by heroin, fentanyl, other opioids, stimulants, controlled
substance analogs, novel psychoactive substances, and other legal and illegal
drugs are a public health crisis that stress and strain the financial, public
health, healthcare, and public safety resources in Louisiana.

(3) Overdose fatality reviews, which are designed to uncover the who, what,

hen, wher hy, and h fatal I cur 11 jurisdiction

examine and understand the circumstances leading to a fatal drug overdose.
4) Thr h mprehensi nd multidisciplinary revi rd fatali

review panels can better understand the individual and population factors and

har risti f ntial ictims.

§2025.2. Definitions

For r f thi he foll rms shall h he foll
meanings:

1) “Next of kKin” means th r'son or persons m losely rel n

by blood or affinity.

I fatali ” mean; r in which a multidisciplinar;
panel performs a serles of individual overdose fatality reviews to effectively
identif m nd inn i mmunity- ifi r revention
and intervention strategies.

. Local I fatali nels; membershi

A.(1) Each parish w1th1n Lou1s1ana may establish a local overdose fatality

revi nel. Any r nel th hall rate in rdan ith
the provisions of this Part.
I mor rishes m r jointl lish a multiparish

fatality review panel. Multiparish review panel members shall execute a
memorandum of understandin n th rish rding membershi

staffing, and operations.
B. The local r revi nel shall mpri f the foll

members. However, any of the following persons who declines, in writing, to

rtici hall n n r 1 membership of th nel nor
toward calculating a quorum. The members provided in Paragraphs 8 through
13 of thi ion shall in he chief ex f th ish
governing authority.

1) Th roner or hi ign

(2) The director of the regional human services district in which the parish is
1 r hi ign

(3) The regional director of the Department of Children and Family Services,

Department of Health for the region in which the parish is located or his
designee.

(5) The parish district attorney or his designee.

(6) The sheriff or his designee.

(7) The chief of police or his designee.

(8) A representative of a local jail or detention center.

(9) A healthcare provider who specializes in the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of substance use disorders.

(10) A mental health provider who specializes in substance use disorders.

(11) A representative of an emergency medical services provider in the parish.

(12) A representative from parole, probation, and community corrections.

(13) A representative of the judicial district court or drug court if the parish
has a drug court.

(14) The director of the local health department if the parish has a local health
department or his designee.

C. Any review panel established pursuant to this Part shall submit notice of
formation to the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health through the
human services district member represented on the panel. The department
shall maintain a registry of active overdose fatality review panels in the state.

D. The members of the review panel shall elect a chairman. The chairman
may appoint additional persons to the review panel who are determined to have
relevant knowledge regarding overdose fatalities and would aid the panel in
fulfilling its duties.

E. Panel members shall not receive compensation or a per diem for their
services or attendance at panel meetings, except for those travel-related
expenses already provided for by their agency.

F. Meetings of a review panel shall be exempt from the provisions of R.S. 42:11
et seq.

§2025.4. Functions; duties of the review panel

A. Each overdose fatality review panel shall:

(1) Promote cooperation and coordination among agencies involved in the
investigation of drug overdose fatalities.

(2) Develop an understanding of the causes and incidence of drug overdose
fatalities in the jurisdiction where the review panel operates.

(3) Plan for and recommend changes within the agencies represented on the
panel to prevent drug overdose fatalities.

(4) Advise local, regional, and state policymakers about potential changes to
law, policy, funding, or practice to prevent drug overdoses.

(5) Establish and implement protocols and procedures.

(6) Conduct a multidisciplinary review of information received pursuant to
this Part regarding a decedent, which shall include but not be limited to:

(a) Consideration of the decedent’s points of contact with healthcare systems,
social services, educational institutions, child and family services, the criminal
justice system, including law enforcement, and any other systems with which
the decedent had contact prior to his death.

(b) Identification of the specific factors and social determinants of health that
put the decedent at risk for an overdose.

7) Recommend prevention and intervention strategies to improve coordination
of services and investigations among member agencies to reduce overdose
deaths.

(8) Collect, analyze, interpret, and maintain local data on overdose deaths.

B. In addition h ti cified in thi ion, a revi anel m.

investigate nonfatal overdose cases that occur within the panel’s jurisdiction.
LA information; confidentiali

A. N0tw1thstand1ng any 0ther pr0v1510n 0f law to the contrary, on written
r f the chair of an fatali anel an n I arr
out the purpose and duties of the review panel, the panel shall be authorized to
have access to the following information:

(1) Information and records regarding the physical health, mental health,

nd treatment for n isorder, maintain healthcare provider.
substance use disorder treatment provider, hospital, or health system for an
indivi 1 h or near hi ing revi he revi nel.

(2) Information and records maintained by a state or local government agency

r entity, includi limi h in igative information, medical
examiner investigative information, law enforcement investigative information,

mergency medi rvi reports, fir rtment recor r rial

records, parole and probation information and records, court records, school

recor nd information and r f the Department of Children and Famil
Services if the agency or entity provided services to:

An indivi 1 wh I near h i ing revi he r
panel.

The family of th n ing in i
B. A person or entity subject to a records request by a review panel pursuant
to this Section may charge the review panel a reasonable fee for the service of
duplicating any records requested by the panel.

The chair of the revi nel, or the chair’ ignee, may r h
individual whose overdose is under review or, if deceased, the individual’s next
f kin ign nsent form for the rel f confidential information

D. An individual, entlty, or local or state agency that m good faith provides
information or r he local panel shall n ivil or criminal
liability or any professwnal disciplinary action as a result of providing the
information or record.

E. A member of a review panel may contact, interview, or obtain information

hil Ifare division for the region in which th rish is 1 r_hi r from a family member or friend of an indivi 1wh hi
designee. reviewed by the panel.
4) The regional medical dir r for the offi f lic health, Louisian F. Information and recor in he r nel in rdan ith
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the provisions of this Section and the results of any overdose fatality review
report shall be confidential and shall not be available for subpoena nor shall
the information be disclosed, discoverable, or compelled to be produced in any
civil, criminal, administrative, or other proceeding, nor shall the records be
deemed admissible as evidence in any civil, criminal, administrative, or other
tribunal or court of any reason. Information and records presented to the review
panel shall not be immune from subpoena, discovery, or prohibited from being
introduced into evidence solely because they were presented to or reviewed by
the review panel if the information and records have been obtained from other
sources.

G. Any person, agency, or entity furnishing information, documents, and
reports in accordance with this Section shall not be liable for the disclosure
and shall not be considered in violation of any privileged or confidential
relationship, if the person, agency, or entity has acted in good faith in the
reporting pursuant to this Section.

H. A member of the review panel shall not disclose any information that is
confidential under this Section. A person who appears before, participates in,
or provides information to the review panel shall sign a confidentiality notice
to acknowledge that any information he provides to the review panel shall be
confidential. Information identifying an overdose victim whose case is being
reviewed, or that victim’s family members, or regarding the involvement of any
agency with the victim or victim’s family members, shall not be disclosed in any
report that is available to the public. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the
publishing by the review panel of statistical compilations relating to overdose
fatalities which do not identify a person’s case or a person’s healthcare provider,
law enforcement agency, or organization who provides services to victims.

I. When the review panel concludes a review of an overdose fatality or other
review, it shall return all information and records that concern a victim or the
victim’s family members to the person, agency, or entity that furnished the
information.

§2025.6. Reporting requirements

A. Each overdose fatality review panel shall submit no later than November
first of each year an annual report to the human services district for the parish
or parishes served by the review panel. The annual report shall include but not
be limited to the following information:

(1) The total number of fatal overdoses that occurred within the jurisdiction of
the overdose fatality review panel.

(2) The number of fatal overdose cases investigated by the overdose fatality
review panel.

(3) Any recommendations for state and local agencies or the state legislature
to assist in preventing fatal and nonfatal overdoses in the state.

(4) Assessable results of any recommendations made by the overdose fatality
review panel, including but not limited to changes in local or state law, policy,
or funding made as a result of the panel’s recommendations.

B. Each human services district shall compile the reports submitted to it from
the review panels and submit the compiled report to the Louisiana Department
of Health no later than December thirty-first of each year. The compiled report
shall also include any additional recommendations from the human services
district based on the data received for the region.

C. The Louisiana Department of Health shall analyze each annual report and
shall create asingle report containing an aggregate of the data received pursuant

thi tion and shall submit the report to th rnor and legislature n
later than March fifteenth of each year.
D r mi rsuan hi ction are not confidential and ar

subject to the Public Records Law.
Section 2. R.S. 44:4(64) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§4. Applicability
This Chapter shall not apply:
ko ok ok
4) To any information men r records recei n I fatali
review panel defined as confidential under the provisions of R.S. 40:2025.5.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 499
SENATE BILL NO. 72
BY SENATOR PRESSLY AND REPRESENTATIVES BAYHAM,
EDMONSTON, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, LAFLEUR, MARCELLE,
SCHLEGEL, STAGNI, TAYLOR AND YOUNG
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:24.10(G) and to enact R.S. 17:24.10(H), relative
to students with dyslexia; to exempt students with dyslexia from certain
literacy screeners; to require schools administer a nationally norm-
referenced test that meets certain requirement to such students; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:24.10(G) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
17:24.10(H) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§24.10. Early literacy instruction and screening; parental notification;
reporting

G.(1) A student with dyslexia as defined in R.S. 17:392.11 shall not be required

to take the literacy screeners as provided in Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section.

(2) Schools shall administer to such students at least once per year a nationally
norm-referenced test that assesses phonological skills and oral reading fluency.

H. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall adopt
rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the
provisions of this Section.

Section 2. The state Department of Education shall, within thirty days of the
effective date of this Act, request authorization from the U.S. Department of
Education to implement the provisions of this Act. Within thirty days after
receipt of such authorization, including any necessary waiver of federal
regulations, the state Department of Education shall notify each public school
governing authority of such authorization, and each public school governing
authority shall begin implementing this Act immediately after receipt of the
notification.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 500
SENATE BILL NO. 436
BY SENATORS FESI, BASS, CLOUD, EDMONDS, HENRY, HODGES,
MIGUEZ, MORRIS, SEABAUGH, STINE AND TALBOT
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:104(D) and to enact R.S. 18:102(A)(3), relative to
voter registration; to provide relative to ineligible persons; to require proof
of United States citizenship with an application for registration; to provide
for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 18:104(D) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 18:102(A)
(3) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§102. Ineligible persons
A. No person shall be permitted to register or vote who is:
ko k%

(3) Not a citizen of the United States of America.

ok ok

§104. Application for registration; form

%

D.(1) The form shall include the questions “Are you a citizen of the United
States of America?” and “Will you be 18 years of age on or before election
day?” and the statement “If you checked ‘no’ in response to either of these
questions, do not complete the form.”.

(2) Each applicant shall include with his application proof of United States
citizenship.

kook o ok
Section 2. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2025.
Approved by the Governor, June 11, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 501
SENATE BILL NO. 75
BY SENATOR MORRIS
(On Recommendation of the Louisiana State Law Institute)
AN ACT
To amend and reenact Code of Civil Procedure Articles 253 and 2853, Code
of Criminal Procedure Article 14.1, and R.S. 44:116(D) and the introductory
paragraph of R.S. 44:116(E)(1) and R.S. 44:116(E)(2), to enact Section 4 of

Chapter 3 of Title I of Book VI ofthe Code of Civil Procedure, to be comprised

of Code of Civil Procedure Article 2911, Code of Criminal Procedure

Article 14.2, R.S. 9:2761 and 2762, and R.S. 44:117, and to redesignate Code

of Civil Procedure Article 258 and R.S. 44:117, relative to electronic filing

and record retention; to provide for the filing of pleadings, documents,
and exhibits in civil proceedings; to provide for the filing, retention, and
recordation of testaments; to provide for electronic and facsimile filings in
criminal proceedings; to provide for the effectiveness of electronic records;
to provide for the reproduction, maintenance, and destruction or return of
original records; to provide for the preservation of filings in the conveyance
records; to provide for redesignations; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Code of Civil Procedure Articles 253 and 2853 are hereby amended
and reenacted and Section 4 of Chapter 3 of Title I of Book VI of the Code of
Civil Procedure, to be comprised of Code of Civil Procedure Article 2911, is
hereby enacted to read as follows:

Art. 253. Pleadings, documents, and exhibits to be filed with clerk
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A. All pleadings or documents to be filed in an action or proceeding
instituted or pending in a court, and all exhibits introduced in evidence, shall
be delivered or transmitted to the clerk of the court for stehk that purpose.
The clerk of court shall endorse thereon the fact and date of filing; and shall
retain possession thereof for inclusion in the record, or in the files of his the
clerk’s office, as required by law. The endorsement of the fact and date of

filing shall be made upon receipt of the pleadings or documents by the clerk
of court and shall be made without regard to whether there are orders in
connection therewith to be signed by the court.

B. The filings as provided in Paragraph A of this Article and all other
provisions of this Chapter may be transmitted electronically 1n accordance
w1th a system establlshed by a the clerk of court

W ¢;-the The clerk
of court shall adopt a-nd—l-m-p-leﬁ‘teﬁt—proeed-ures system for the electronic
filing and storage of any pleading, document, or exhibit,—and—the—offieial
reeord—shall-be-the—eleetroniereecord filed w1th a pleading. A pleading or
document filed electronically is deemed filed on the date and time stated on
the confirmation of electronic filing sent from the system, if the clerk of court
accepts the electronic filing. Public access to electronically filed pleadings
and documents shall be in accordance W1th the rules governlng access to
paper ﬁl1ngs h e y v

C The clerk of court may convert 1nt0 an electronlc record any pleading,
document, or exhibit that is filed in paper form. If requested by the filing party,
the clerk of court shall return to the filing party the original of any document or
exhibit that has been converted into an electronic record.

D. The official record shall be the electronic record. The original of any filed
document or exhibit shall be maintained by the filing party during the pendency
of the proceeding and until the judgment becomes final and definitive, unless
otherwise provided by law or order of the court. Upon request and reasonable
notice, the original document or exhibit shall be produced to the court. Upon
reasonable notice, the original document or exhibit shall be made available to
the opposing party for inspection.

E. Unless otherwise directed by the court, the original of all documents and
exhibits introduced or proffered into evidence, submitted with a petition for
executory process, or filed in a summary judgment proceeding shall be retained
by the clerk of court until the order or judgment becomes final and definitive.

€: E. A judge or justice presiding over a court in this state may sign a
court order, notice, official court document, and other writings required to
be executed in connection with court proceedings by use of an electronic
51gnature as deﬁned by R. S 9 2602

F. G. If the filing party fails to comply with any reeuirement of the

requirements of Paragraph A or B of this Article, the electronic filing shall
have no force or effect. Fhe-distriet-eourts A court court may provide by court rule
for other matters related to filings by electronic transmission.

G- H. The clerk of court may procure equipment, services, and supplies
necessary to accommodate electronic filings out of the clerk’s salary fund.

H- 1. All electronic filings shall include an electronic signature. For the
purpose of this Article, “electronic signature” means an electronic symbol
or process attached to or logically associated with a record and executed or
adopted by a person with the intent to sign the record.

J. The clerk of court shall not refuse to accept for filing any pleading or other
document that is signed by electronic signature and executed in connection
with court proceedings, or that complies with the procedures for electronic
filing implemented pursuant to this Article, solely on the ground that the

pleading or document was signed by electronic signature.
Comments - 2024

(a) The amendment to Paragraph B of this Article does not change the rule
that the clerk of court has the authority to convert any pleading, document,
or exhibit into an electronic record. Nevertheless, unless the court directs
otherwise, any original document that has legal efficacy, such as a will, codicil,
trust, promissory note, authentic act, affidavit, or exhibit that may necessitate
a physical examination by the trier of fact to determine an issue, must be
retained by the parties until a final and definitive judgment is rendered.
The judgment of a trial court becomes final and definitive when no post-trial
motions or appeals are taken from the judgment. The judgment of a court of
appeal becomes final and definitive if neither an application to the court of
appeal for rehearing nor an application to the supreme court for a writ of
certiorari is timely filed. See Article 2166(A). If a writ of certiorari is granted
by the supreme court, the judgment of the supreme court becomes final and
definitive when the delay for application for rehearing has expired or the
application is denied. See Article 2167(B) and (C).

(b) The amendment to Paragraph C of this Article clarifies that the clerk
of court may convert into an electronic record any pleading, document,
or exhibit that is filed in paper form. Even though the original document
is converted into an electronic record, the original document may still be

needed for examination at a hearing or trial.

(¢) The amendment to Paragraph E of this Article is new and requires
that the original of all documents and exhibits introduced or proffered
into evidence, submitted with a petition for executory process, or filed in a
summary judgment proceeding be retained by the clerk of court until the order
or judgment becomes final and definitive, unless the court otherwise directs.
This does not change the law pertaining to the destruction of documents after
filing. See, e.g., R.S. 13:917, 1221, 1904, and 2562.26 relative to the destruction
of useless records.

Art. 2853.
validity Filing of purported testamen

A. If a person has possession of a document purporting to be the testament
of a deceased person, even though ke the person believes that the document is
not the valid testament of the deceased; or has doubts concerning the validity
thereofhe of the testament, the person shall present it the document to the
court with his a petition praying that the document be filed in the record of
the succession proceeding.

B. A person se presenting a purported testament to the court shall not
be deemed to vouch for its authenticity or validity, nor be precluded from
asserting its invalidity.

SECTION 4. RETENTION OF TESTAMENTS

Art. 2911. Retention of testaments

The clerk of court shall retain in perpetuity the original of a testament that
is probated or ordered to be filed and executed. Until the order probating the
testament or ordering the testament to be filed and executed becomes final and
definitive, the clerk of court shall also retain the originals of all other testaments
filed in accordance with Article 2853.

Comments - 2024

In accordance with Article 2974, an appeal may be taken from orders and
judgments rendered in succession proceedings.

Section 2. Code of Criminal Procedure Article 14.1 is hereby amended and
reenacted, and Code of Criminal Procedure Article 14.2 is hereby enacted, to
read as follows

Art. 14.1. £3
mw&

Any document in a traffic or criminal action may be transmitted electronically
in accordance with a system established by the clerk of court. The clerk of
court shall adopt a system for the electronic filing and storage of any pleading,
document, or exhibit other than those documents or exhibits introduced and
filed at a hearing or trial. Furthermore, in a court that accepts electronic filings
in accordance with this Article, the official record shall be the electronic
record. A pleading or document filed electronically is deemed filed on the date
and time stated on the confirmation of electronic filing sent from the system, if
the clerk of court accepts the electronic filing. Public access to electronically
filed pleadings and documents shall be in accordance with the rules governing
access to written filings.

Art. 14.2. Facsimile filings

A. Any document in a traffic or criminal action may be filed with the clerk
of court by facsimile transmission if-permitted-by pursuant to the policy of
the clerk of court. Filing shall be deemed complete at the time the facsimile
transmissionisreceived by the clerkof court. Nolaterthan onthe first business
day after receiving a facsimile filing, the clerk of court shall transmit to the
filing party via facsimile a confirmation of receipt and include a statement
of the fees for the facsimile filing and filing of the original document. The
facsimile filing fee and transmission fee are incurred upon receipt of the
facsimile filing by the clerk of court and payable as provided in Paragraph
B of this Article. The facsimile filing shall have the same force and effect as
filing the original document, if the party complies with Paragraph B of this
Article.

B. Within seven days, exclusive of legal holidays, after the clerk of court
receives the facsimile filing, all of the following shall be delivered to the
clerk of court:

(1) The original document identical to the facsimile filing in number of
pages and in content of each page, including any attachments, exhibits, and
orders. A document that is not identical to the facsimile filing or-whieh that
includes pages not included in the facsimile filing shall not be considered the
original document.

(2) The fees for the facsimile filing and filing of the original document stated
on the confirmation of receipt, if any.

(3 A transmission fee of five dollars, if the defendant had has not been
declared indigent by the court.

C.Ifthe filing party fails to comply with any of the requirements of Paragraph
B of this Article, the facsimile filing shall have no force or effect.

D. Any A court distriet may provide by court rule for any additional
requirement or provisions for filings by facsimile transmission.

E. In keeping with the clerk’s policy, each clerk of court shall make
available the necessary equipment and supplies to accommodate facsimile
filing in criminal actions. Purchases for equipment and supplies necessary to
accommodate facsimile filings may be funded from any expense fund of the
office of the clerk of court as the clerks deem approprlate
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Section 3. R.S. 9:2761 and 2762 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2761. Effectiveness of electronic record

An electronic record filed in accordance with R.S. 44:119 shall have effect as
to third persons in the same manner as if an original written instrument had
been filed.

§2762. Recordation of testaments; indexing; effectiveness

If a testament is recorded in the conveyance records, the clerk of court shall
index the testament only in the name of the testator. The recordation of the
testament shall not itself have any effect on the rights of the heirs, legatees, and
creditors of the succession and shall not make the provisions of the testament
effective against third persons.

Section 4. R.S. 44:116(D) and the introductory paragraph of R.S. 44:116(E)(1)
and R.S. 44:116(E)(2) are hereby amended and reenacted, and R.S. 44:117 is
hereby enacted, to read as follows:

§116. Photostatic, photographic, microfilm, or other photographic or
electronic copies of records; indexes of conveyance and mortgage records;
disposition; evidentiary status; preservation

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this Section or
any other provision of law to the contrary, for any record filed on or after
January 1, 2005, with the exception of records of a graphic nature, including
but not limited to plats, maps, and photographs as related to the work of a
Professional Land Surveyor engaged in the “Practice of Land Surveying”, as
defined in R.S. 37:682, a clerk of court may reproduce the record as provided
in this Section and may—t—hefe&&ef shall return the original record to the
person—presenting—it: indicated person and to the address shown on the first
page of the record. or if no such person and address is indicated, to any vendee
or other transferee whose name and address are stated in the instrument. The
clerk of court shall verify that the copy of the record is complete and legible
prior to the return or disposal of the original record.

E.(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this Section or any
other provision of law to the contrary, with the exception of instruments filed
in the conveyance records, a clerk of court shall not be required to maintain
an original record filed on or prior to December 31, 2004, provided that:

(2) A With the exception of instruments filed in the conveyance records

on or prior to December 31, 2004, a clerk of court may destroy any record
prov1ded for in thls Subsectlon or return 1t to the person who presenteditfor

address shown on the ﬁrst page of the record, or 1f no such person and address
is indicated, to the person who presented the record after the clerk of court has
done all of the following:

(a) Received certification from the state archivist that the records are not
subject to R.S. 44:406 or 411.

(b) Preserved the record as provided in this Section.

(c) Verified that the copy of the record is complete and legible. No cause of

action for any claim shall exist against a clerk of court for any damage or loss
resulting from the return or destruction of an original record in accordance
with this Paragraph after receipt of the certification and proper preservation
of the record.

§117. Preservation of filings in the conveyance records

A. The clerk of court shall preserve in perpetuity the original or, when
permitted by R.S. 44:116, a complete and legible copy of each instrument filed in
the conveyance records.

B. For purposes of this Part, the conveyance records include all records,
however denominated, that are required by law to be indexed in the index of

conveyances maintained by the clerk of court.
Sectionb.The Louisiana State Law Institute isherebydirected toredesignate

existing R.S. 44:117, entitled “Electronic copies of records; Lafayette Parish”,
as R.S. 44:118 and to redesignate Code of Civil Procedure Article 258 as R.S.
44:119.

Section 6. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to create a cause of action
against a clerk of court for destruction or disposition of records prior to the
effective date of this Act in accordance with the law in effect at the time of
the destruction or disposition.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 502

SENATE BILL NO. 84
BY SENATOR SEABAUGH

AN ACT

To amend and reenact Code of Civil Procedure Art. 970(A) and (C), relative to

motions for judgment on offer of judgment; to provide for costs and attorney

fees; to provide relative to parties; to provide for certain terms, conditions,

and procedures; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Code of Civil Procedure Art. 970(A) and (C), are hereby amended
and reenacted to read as follows:

Art. 970. Motion for judgment on offer of judgment

A. At-any-time-more-than After an opportunity for adequate discovery, but
not less than twenty days before the time specified for the trial of the matter,
without any admission of liability, any party may serve upon an adverse party
an offer of judgment for the purpose of settling all of the claims between them.
The offer of judgment shall be in writing and state that it is made under this
Article; specify the total amount of money of the settlement offer; and specify
whether that amount is inclusive or exclusive of costs, interest, attorney fees,
and any other amount which may be awarded pursuant to statute or rule.
Unless accepted, an offer of judgment shall remain confidential between the
offeror and offeree. If the adverse party, within ten days after service, serves
written notice that the offer is accepted, either party may move for judgment
on the offer. The court shall grant such judgment on the motion of either party.

C. If the final judgment obtained by the plaintiff-offeree is at least twenty-
five percent less than the amount of the offer of judgment made by the
defendant-offeror or if the final judgment obtained against the defendant-
offeree is at least twenty-five percent greater than the amount of the offer
of judgment made by the plaintiff-offeror, or if the final judgment is in favor
of the defendant-offeror, the offeree must pay the offeror’s costs, exclusive of

attorney fees, incurred after the offer was made, as fixed by the court.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 503
SENATE BILL NO. 94
BY SENATOR COUSSAN AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 33:113.1(D), relative to Lafayette Parish; to provide relative to
administrative procedures for approving or certifying plats; to provide with
respect to qualifying for administrative approval in certain circumstances;
to provide relative to certain plat modifications of existing parcels of
land; to provide for exceptions in Lafayette Parish relative to certain plat
modifications; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related
matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 33:113.1(D) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§113.1. Administrative procedure
E

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section, any
application in Lafayette Parish for realignment or shifting of 1ot boundary lines,
including removal, addition, alignment, or shifting of interior lot boundary
lines, or the redesignation of lot numbers, shall not be subject to any restriction
based on acreage.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 504
SENATE BILL NO. 106
BY SENATORS BARROW, DUPLESSIS, EDMONDS AND TALBOT
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 22:1047, relative to obesity treatment; to require coverage for
severe obesity treatments; to provide for requirements for coverage; to
provide for definitions; to provide for applicability; to require an evaluation
from the Louisiana Department of Health; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 22:1047 is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1047. Required coverage for severe obesity treatment
A. A health insurance issuer offering health coverage plans in this state that

provides hospital, medical, or surgical benefits for individuals covered under
r i lan shall provi for medically n ry expen for
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diseases and conditions caused by severe obesity and treatment in accordance
with this Section.

B.(1) Subsections C. D, E, and F of this Section shall apply only to a health
insurance issuer offering health coverage plans in this state to the extent
services are covered by the Essential Health Benefits Benchmark Plan selected
by the state in accordance with applicable federal regulations.

(2) The Louisiana Department of Health shall evaluate bariatric surgery,
pre-operative psychological screening and counseling, behavior modification,
nutritional counseling, and post-operative follow-up, overview, and counseling
of dietary exercise, and lifestyle changes for coverage by the Essential Health
Benefits Benchmark Plan during its next review of the Essential Health
Benefits Benchmark Plan.

C. Treatment shall include but not be limited to bariatric surgery, recognized
by the American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery. Treatment shall
also include pre-operative psychological screening and counseling, behavior
modification, nutritional counseling, and post-operative follow-up, overview,
and counseling of dietary, exercise, and lifestyle changes.

D. The insured shall be at least eighteen years of age to be eligible for bariatric
surgery coverage. Prior to the treatment required to be covered by this Section, a
health insurance issuer may require a covered person to successfully complete
a pre-operative period which may include counseling, nutritional education,
and other covered services to assist in preparation and evaluation for successful
treatment.

E.(1) The prescribin hysician shall issue a written order stating that
treatment is medically necessary and in accordance with the patient
qualifications and treatment standards set forth by the American Society for
Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery or the American College of Surgeons.

(2) A health insurance issuer may restrict covered services pursuant to this
Section to those provided in facilities holding accreditation by the American
College of Surgeons and the American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric
Surgery’s Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation.

F.(1) A health insurance issuer may require that all covered services pursuant
to this Section receive prior authorization from the issuer.

(2) Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to require a health insurance
issuer to provide coverage for injectable drugs used to lower glucose levels or
any other drugs prescribed for weight loss. A health insurance issuer may limit
benefits provided in this Section to no more than one surgical procedure per
lifetime.

G. For purposes of this Section, the following terms have the following
meanings:

(1) “Body mass index” means a practical marker used to assess the degree of
obesity, calculated by dividing the weight in kilograms by the height in meters
squared.

2) “Health coverage plan” means any hospital, health, or medical expense
insurance policy, hospital or medical service contract, employee welfare benefit
plan, contract, or other agreement with a health maintenance organization or
a preferred provider organization, health and accident insurance policy, or any
other insurance contract of this type in this state, including a group insurance
plan, and a self-insurance plan. “Health coverage plan” does not include a plan
providing coverage for excepted benefits defined in R.S. 22:1061, limited benefit
health insurance plans, and short-term policies that have a term of less than
twelve months or the Office of Group Benefits programs.

(3) “Severe obesity” means either of the following:

A body m index r gr r than forty kilogram r_meter
squared.
A m index al I gr r than thirty-five kilogram r meter

squared along with an associated comorbidity including but not limited to
hypertension, cardiopulmonary conditions, sleep apnea, or diabetes.

Section 2. This Act shall apply to any new policy, contract, program, or
health coverage plan issued on and after January 1, 2025. Any policy, contract,
or health coverage plan in effect prior to January 1, 2025, shall convert to
conform this Act on or before the renewal date, but no later than January 1,
2026.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 505
SENATE BILL NO. 107
BY SENATORS MIZELL, ABRAHAM, BARROW, HODGES, KLEINPETER,
MIGUEZ AND MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BERAULT,
BILLINGS, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE,
EDMONSTON, FONTENOT, HORTON, KERNER, KNOX, LAFLEUR,
MACK, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, THOMPSON, VILLIO, WALTERS, WILEY
AND WYBLE
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 14:81.6, relative to offenses affecting the public morals; to create
the crime of possessing, trafficking, or importing a child sex doll; to provide
definitions; to provide penalties; to provide relative to reporting; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:81.6 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

A.(1) A person commits the crime of possessing a child sex doll by intentionally
or knowingly possessing a child sex doll.

(2) A person commits the crime of trafficking a child sex doll by knowingly
manufacturing, distributing, selling, transferring, offering to sell, advertising,
providing, shipping, delivering for shipment, offering to deliver for shipment,
or possessing with the intent to manufacture, distribute, sell, ship, or transfer
a child sex doll.

(3) A person commits the crime of importing a child sex doll by knowingly
transporting, or causing to be transported, a child sex doll into this state by
any means with the intent to distribute, sell, or transfer the child sex doll to
another, whether or not the person has taken actual possession of the child sex
doll.

B. For purposes of this Section, “child sex doll” means an anatomically correct
doll, mannequin, or robot that both:

(1) Has the features of or features that resemble those of an infant or a child
under eighteen years of age.

2) Is intended to be used for sexual stimulation or gratification.

C. In a prosecution for a violation of Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section, the
possession of two or more child sex dolls creates a rebuttable presumption that
a person intends to commit trafficking of a child sex doll.

D. This Section shall not apply to a common carrier transporting a container
with a child sex doll if the common carrier does not have actual knowledge of
the container’s contents.

E.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section upon
conviction shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than one year, fined
not more than five thousand dollars, or both.

(2) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section upon
conviction shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than six months nor
more than one year, fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or both.

(3) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) of this Section upon
conviction shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than one year nor more
than two years, fined not more than twenty thousand dollars, or both.

E._No later than December 31, 2024, and no later than the thirty-first of
December of each year thereafter, the court of conviction shall report each
conviction pursuant to this Section to the judicial administrator’s office of the
Louisiana Supreme Court, which shall no later than January 31, 2025, and no
later than the thirty-first of January of each year thereafter, submit a report
to the governor, the president of the Senate, and the speaker of the House of

Representatives that lists, by parish, the total number of persons who have been
convicted of a violation of this Section in the preceding year.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 506
SENATE BILL NO. 136
BY SENATOR TALBOT
AN ACT
Toamend andreenact R.S.33:4710.12(B), relative tothe board of commissioners
for the Ernest N. Morial-New Orleans Exhibition Authority; to provide
with respect to residency requirements of the members; and to provide for
related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
; ?lection 1. R.S. 33:4710.12(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
ollows:

§4710.12. Board of commissioners

kook ok

B. Each person appointed to the board shall be a resident of or have his
principal place of business in the parish of Orleans, with the exception of two
members who shall resident of or h heir principal pl f in in
the state of Louisiana.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 507
SENATE BILL NO. 145
BY SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX, BOUIE, CARTER, CATHEY,
DUPLESSIS, FIELDS, HARRIS, HENRY, JACKSON-ANDREWS,
LUNEAU, MILLER, MIZELL AND TALBOT AND REPRESENTATIVES
BERAULT, BILLINGS, WILFORD CARTER, CARVER, CHASSION,

1.6. P ing, trafficking, or importin hil x doll; reportin DICKERSON, FIRMENT, FREIBERG, HILFERTY, HUGHES, KNOX,
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LAFLEUR, MARCELLE, NEWELL AND WYBLE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 24:525(C)(2), (5) through (8), and (11), R.S. 44:4(6),
and Children’s Code Arts. 412(0), 616.1.1(B), and the introductory paragraph
of 616.1.1(C) and to enact R.S. 17:407.29(J), 3914(0), R.S. 24:525(F) and (GQ),
R.S. 46:56(N), and Children’s Code Art. 616.1.1(D), relative to the state child
ombudsman; to provide for access to records and data; to provide for powers
and duties of the state child ombudsman; to provide for exemptions to the
Public Records Law; to provide for child abuse reporting and investigation;
and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:407.29(J) and 3914(0) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
§407.29. Confidentiality of applications and client case records for child
care assistance clients; waiver; penalty
J. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, including this
Section, the state child ombudsman shall receive, upon written request, records
of the Department of Education concerning applications for assistance and
information contained in the case records of child care assistance clients of the
department.
kok ok

§3914. Student information; privacy;
prohibitions; parental access; penalties

legislative intent; definitions;

*

0. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, including this Section, the state
child ombudsman shall receive, upon written request, any student record for the
purposes of carrying out the ombudsman’s duties from any public elementary
or secondary school, any city, parish, or other local public school system, or the
Louisiana Department of Education.

Section 2. R.S. 24:525(C)(2), (6) through (8), and (11) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 24:525(F) and (G) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§525. State child ombudsman; duties

E

C. The state child ombudsman shall have all of the following duties and
responsibilities:

(2) Periodically review the procedures established by any state agency
providing services to children, with a view toward the rights, needs, welfare,
and safety of the children, and recommend revisions to the procedures.

ko ok ok

(5) Periodically review the facilities and procedures of any institution or
residences, public or private, where a child has been placed by any state
agency or department.

(a) For purposes of this Section, the term “residences” means congregate care
facilities and does not include foster homes.

b) For purposes of this Section, the term ‘“access” means
availability of services.

(6) Recommend changes in state policies concerning children, including
changes in the system of providing juvenile justice, child care assistance,
foster care, and access to physical and mental health treatment.

(7) Conduct programs of public education, undertake legislative advocacy,
and make proposals for systemic reform in order to ensure the rights and
needs of children who reside in this state.

(8) Periodically review and recommend changes in the policies and
procedures for the placement of special needs children. For purposes of

hi ion, “ ial needs” means the individualiz re th hildren
with a disability, whether physical, mental, behavioral, emotional, or learning
ifficulties, r ir nsure their safi lic ameniti r abili
to succeed in certain contexts.

olicies and

(11) Prepare a biennial, in-depth report on conditions of confinement
regarding children twenty-one years of age or younger who are held in secure
detention in any facility operated by a state agency or those that receive state

funding.

F. N ithstanding any other provision of 1 h ntrary an he exten

allowed by federal law, the state child ombudsman shall, upon request, have

rmission i n ments and records relevan he om man’

statutory duties. To the extent allowed by federal law, such documents and
recor hall incl n limi h lications an fil f th

Louisiana Department of Health and the Department of Children and Family

rvi X for the name and any identifying information of the reporter

of child abuse or neglect and restrictions provided in Title IV-D of the Social
rity A nd the Internal n j nil rt j men n
court minute entries, records and reports of children in the custody of or under
h rvision of the offi fj nile justi nt records in th ion
of the Louisiana Department of Education, any parish or city school board, and

ny elementary or ndar ion school, including charter schools. Th
state child ombudsman shall comply with any and all restrictions imposed by
1 n men r_information consider nfidential or privil
and furnished to the state child ombudsman.

N ithstanding an her provision of 1 h ntrary, th hil
ombudsman shall not be compelled to be a witness or be deposed in any case
here th hild om man is n rsonall fendan

Section 3. R.S. 44:4(6) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§4. Applicability

This Chapter shall not apply:
koosk sk

(6)(a) To any records, writings, accounts, letters, letter books, photographs,
or copies or memoranda thereof in the custody or control of the legislative
auditor, erte unless otherwise provided.

(b) To any records, writings, accounts, letters, letter books, photographs,
or _copies or memoranda thereof in the custody or control of the state child
ombudsman, unless otherwise provided.

(c) To the actual working papers of the internal auditor of a municipality
until the audit is complete, unless otherwise provided.

Section 4. R.S. 46:56(IN) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§66. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality;
waiver; penalty

N. Notwithstanding any provisions of this Section or any other law to
the contrary and to the extent allowed by federal law, the department shall
upon request, provide copies of applications and case files to the state child
ombudsman for the purposes of carrying out the ombudsman’s statutory duties.
Any such documents provided to the state child ombudsman shall remain
confidential and otherwise subject to the provisions of this Section concerning

any subsequent disclosures.
Section 5. Children’s Code Arts. 412(0) and 616.1.1(B) and the introductory

paragraph of 616.1.1(C) are hereby amended and reenacted and Children’s
Code Art. 616.1.1(D) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
Art. 412. Confidentiality of records; disclosure exceptions; sanctions
ko ok ok

0.(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the state child ombudsman
shall have access to judgements and court minute entries concerning matters
or proceedings before the juvenile court as needed in furtherance of the
ombudsman’s statutory duties. Any judgements and court minute entries
provided to the state child ombudsman shall remain confidential and shall not
be subject to any further disclosure, absent an order of the juvenile court for
that purpose.

2) The office of juvenile justice shall provide to the state child ombudsman
upon written request of the state child ombudsman, any record or report
concerning a child in the custody of or under the supervision of the office of
juvenile justice needed in furtherance of the ombudsman’s statutory duties,
including but not limited to records related to condition, housing, supervision,
treatment, rehabilitation program, education, health, discipline, transition
planning, risk assessments, and status reports.

ok ok

Art. 616.1.1. Appeal and review; correction of central registry entries;

procedure
E I

B. When a report alleging abuse or neglect is determined to be inconclusive

by the department, there shall be an internal second level approval of any

inconclusive finding.
C. The department shall provide a written notice to the individual who is or

was the subject of the determination in clear, concise, and understandable
language that is easy to read, containing all of the following:

€:D. The department shall promulgate, in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act, all rules and regulations necessary to
implement the provisions of this Article.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 508
SENATE BILL NO. 149
BY SENATOR FIELDS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact the introductory paragraph of R.S. 44:401, R.S.

44:402, 405, 406, 408(A), 410, 411, 415, 419, and 422 and to repeal R.S. 44:407,

412, 413, 414, 416, and 423, relative to the powers, duties, and functions of

the Louisiana State Archives; to provide for definitions; to provide for

procedures; to provide for retention of records; to provide for management
of records; to provide for the authority of the secretary of state; to provide
for imaging and preservation services; to provide for safeguards against the
destruction of records; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 44:401, R.S. 44:402, 405, 406,
408(A), 410, 411, 415, 419, and 422 are hereby amended and reenacted to read
as follows:

§401. Division of archives, records management, and history

The division of archives, records management, and history is hereby created
and established as a division of the Department of State, to perform all duties,
functions, and responsibilities and to exercise all authority or authorities
heretofore assigned to the Louisiana State Archives and Records Service by
providing for a statewide system of managing and preserving government
records which will meet informational requirements and serve the rights and
interests of government and its citizens, and specifically to:
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§402. Definitions

For the purpose of this Chapter:

(1) “Secretary” means the secretary of state who oversees the Department of
State.

(2) “State archivist” means the state archivist and director of the division
of archives, records management, and history, appointed by the secretary to
serve as director of that division and as state archivist.

(3) “Division” means the division of archives, records management, and
history.

(4) “Records” means all documents, papers, letters, books, drawings, maps,
plats, photographs, magnetic or optical media, microfilm, microphotograph,
motion picture film, or other document or any other material, regardless
of physical form or characteristic, generated or received under law or
in connection with the transaction of official business, or preserved by an
agency or political subdivision because of other informational or legal value.
This term shall not be construed to include library and museum material
developed or acquired and preserved solely for reference or exhibition
purposes, extra copies maintained for convenience in reference or stocks of
standard publications, or processed documents.

(5) “Agency” means any state, parish and municipal office, department,
division, board, bureau, commission, authority, or other separate unit of state,
parish, or municipal government created or established by the constitution,
law, resolution, proclamation, or ordinance.

(6) “St:ate—a—reh—rves Louisiana State Archives” means an establishment
maintained by the division secretary to administer a program to provide for
the preservation of these records, and-ether papers, and artifacts that have
been determined by the state archivist to have sufficient historical, fiscal,
or legal Value to warrant the1r cont1nued preservatlon by the state—whe-t—hef

D “Records management” means the systematic application of
management techniques to the creation, utilization, maintenance, retention,
preservation, and disposal of records for the purpose of reducing costs and

improving efﬁc1ency of records keep1ng iReee-rd—s—maﬂagemeﬂtﬁ Th1s term
includes = o ’ e I .

s ing:, and v1tal
records protect1on

(8) “Records center” means an establishment maintained by the diviston
secretary primarily for the economical storage, processing, servicing, and
security of inactive publie records that must be retained for varying periods
of time but which need not be held in agency offices for the entire periods.

(9) “Retention and-disposal schedule” means a set of disposition instructions
prescribing how long, in what location, under what conditions, and in what
form records series shall be kept.

(10) “Vital records” means any record essential to either or both the
resumption or continuation of operations, to verification or re-creation of the
legal and financial status of government in the state, or to the protection and
fulfillment of obl1gat1ons to c1t1zens ofthe state.

@2(11) “Disposal” means destruction in any manner approved by the
environmental authority and state archivist; or, transferral into the custody
of the repository designated by the state archivist as most appropriate for
continued maintenance.

sk ok

§405. Powers and duties

A. The secretary shall enforce the provisions of this Chapter and pursuant
thereto may promulgate;
policies not inconsistent with law and in accordance with the Adm1n1strat1ve
Procedure Act, establishing:

(@H)] Procedures for the eempiling-and-submitting creation and submission of
retention schedules to the division heretefore-ereated,oflists-andsehedules

of recordsproposedfor-disposal.

(2) Procedures for the disposal of records authorizedfor-disposal, whether
in agency custody or in the possessmn of the d1v1s1on

(3) Procedures for the 3 e

t—he—prese—wa-t—ton—t—heree-f—. conversion of records by m1crophotogranh1c or
electronic digitizing processes
(4) Procedures for p v

the collectlon of records from agencies that are declared by
the state arch1v1st to have 1ntr1n51c= hlstor1cal, or ev1dent1ary value.

va-rte-us—w—bd—rv—rs—tons—of—t—he—st—a—te—Sﬂch The promulgated p011c1es rules and
regulations thereafter shall be binding upon all

and-its—subdivisions agencies. The secretary shall employ stteh personnel,
purchase stteh equipment, and provide sweh facilities as may be required
in the execution of the powers and duties imposed upon the secretary. The

secretary shall perform any acts deemed necessary, legal and proper to
carry out the duties and responsibilities imposed upon him pursuant to the
authority granted herein.

C. The secretary is hereby authorized to inspect and survey records, records
management policies, and records disposal practices of any agency and obtain
reports thereon. The secretary shall be given full cooperation of officials and
employees of state agencies in any inspection, survey. or report. The secretary
may report to the legislature and the governor on these activities at his
discretion or as called upon by the governor or legislature.

§406. Collection of records

The state arch1v1st Te

i acsimi it-wi maycollectand
accept records of any format, papers, and artlfacts from agencies or the publlc,
rovided these records adhere to the mission of the division as provided in R.S.
44:401. The division shall prepare inventories, indexes, catalogs, and other aids
to facilitate the access and use of these records.

ko ok %k

§408. Archives and records center building; duty custody and control

A. The secretary shall have custody and control of the Louisiana State
Archives and its contents to house and facilitate operations of the various
archives and records management programs, including the records center
establishment, and
streeessors shall have authority to design, build, purchase, lease, maintain,
operate, protect, and improve buildings or facilities used for the storage of
inactive records of state and local agencies of Louisiana.

§410 Records management programs*—pol—retes—a—nd—p-ﬂﬂerp-l-es

reeerels— ww.gm

program that prescribes policies and principles to be followed by state and
local agencies for the economical and efficient management of state and local
government records, to improve preservation and access to records, to insure
the maintenance and security of records, and to facilitate the appropriate
etentlon or dlsposal of records

m—aﬂ&gemeﬂt—personﬁe-l- The secretary shall emnloy records analysts to ass1st
agencies in their compliance with the requirements of this Chapter and to
provide training regarding compllance with the statewide records management
program to state and local agenc1es
§411. etion
management obllgatlon of agency head
A. The secretaryraetingthroughthestate-arehivist; shall establish standards

for the retention of records of continuing value, and monitor state and local
agencies in the application of such standards to all records in their custody.
To facilitate this application:

(1) The head of each agency shall establish and maintain a program for the
economical and efficient management of the records of the agency, including
the maintenance, access, use, security, and preservation of the records.

(2) The head of each agency shall annually designate a records officer to act as
aliaison between the division and the agency on all matters relating to records
management.

@(3) The head of each agency shall subm1t to the state arch1v1st—1—n

Record

by—t—he—s-t—ate—arehrv-rs-t— retentlon schedules proposmg the length of tlme each
state record series warrantsretention shall be kept for administrative, legal,
or fiscal purposes after it has been created or received by the agency.
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€2)(4) The head of each agency shall alse submit disposal requests to the state
archivist Hsts-ofstate listing records in the custody of that the agency which
are no longer required for the transaction of current business and which lack
sufﬁc1ent admlnlstratlve legal or ﬁscal Value to Warrant further retention

s v posal. The state
arch1v1st, at hlS dlscretlon, may require the records to be kept for a longer
period than specified in the approved retention schedule or by law.

3)(5) Upon termination of employment with the state, unless otherwise
directed by law, each agency head priorto transfer of hisrecords to a successor,
shall notify the state archivist to arrange for an appraisal to determine which
record or records series should be retained in the agency office and which
should be transferred to the custody of the division for permanent retention.

“4)(6) The records of any state agency, upon termination of its existence or
functions, shall automatically be transferred into the custody of the division,
unless otherw1se dlrected by law

sk ok

The imaging and preservation services program shall provide conversion
services for the state. All agencies shall contract with the division for conversion
services or shall comply with the conversion standards and disposal request
procedures established by the division in accordance with R.S. 44:405.

ko ok %k

§419. Preservation, repair conservation, and exhibition of records:finding
atds

t—hel-r—trse The secretary shall mamtam a conservatlon and exhlbltlon program
and shall provide for the preservation, conservation, and exhibition of records
at the Louisiana State Archives.

ecretary shall prov1de for the exhlbltlon of copies in 11eu of the orlgmal
records, if he deems it necessary to protect old, fragile, or damaged records.

#* ok ok

§422. Safeguards against the removal, unlawful destruction, or loss of records

A. The head of each agency ef-the-state-or-its—subdivistens shall establish
such safeguards against removal or loss of records as he shall consider
necessary and as may be required by rules and regulations issued under
authority of this Chapter. Such safeguards shall include making it known to
all officials and employees of the agency that no records are to be alienated
or destroyed except in accordance with law and the policies, rules, and
regulations developed therefrom by the state archivist and the division,
and calling their attention to the penalties provided by law for the unlawful
removal or destruction of records.

B. The head of each agency shall notify the secretary through the state
archivist of any actual, impending, or threatened unlawful removal, damage,
falsification, defacement, alteration, or destruction of records in the custody of
the agency that come to his attention and shall assist the secretary in initiating
legal action through the attorney general for their recovery.

C. The secretary shall notify the head of any agency of any actual, impending,

or threatened unlawful removal, damage, falsification, defacement, alteration,

or destruction of records in the custody of the agency that come to his attention.

B:D. The secretary > may refer any
matter to the legislative audltor inspector general, or attorney general as
necessary for investigation relating to any instance of damaging—altering;

actual, impending, or threatened

. the atsifi .
unlawful removal, damage, falsification, defacement, alteration, or destruction
of records, including but not limited to fraudulent creation, distribution, or

filing of records.

E. In any case in which records or other materials of actual or potential
archival significance are determined by the state archivist to be in jeopardy of
destruction or deterioration, the secretary shall have the authority to require
and schedule transfer of the records to the physical and legal custody of the
division and the state archivist.

Section 2. R.S. 44:407, 412, 413, 414, 416, and 423 are hereby repealed in their
entirety.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 509
SENATE BILL NO. 187
BY SENATOR BOUDREAUX AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS,
BERAULT, ROBBY CARTER, CHASSION, FISHER, FREIBERG,
HUGHES, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, JORDAN, MILLER, NEWELL,
TAYLOR AND WALTERS
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 46:460.76.1, relative to a pilot program for Medicaid recipients
to utilize portable oxygen concentrators; to provide for a pilot program
developed by the Louisiana Department of Health; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 46:460.76.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§460.76.1. Medicaid pilot program; portable oxygen concentrator

A.(1) The legislature finds that Louisiana Medicaid covers portable oxygen
concentrators to Medicaid beneficiaries under twenty-one years of age, if deemed
medically necessary, through the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and
Treatment (EPSDT) benefit. However, for individuals over the age of twenty-
one, Medicaid covers portable oxygen concentrators only for travel to medical
appointments and treatment.

(2) The legislature further finds that providing Medicaid coverage for portable
oxygen concentrators beyond the limited circumstances in current policy could
greatly improve the quality of life for Louisiana residents who require oxygen
but are mobile within the home or community.

B.(1) The Louisiana Department of Health shall establish a pilot program
to provide coverage for portable oxygen concentrators in the same manner as
stationary oxygen systems if a portable concentrator is prescribed by a licensed
physician and the enrollee is mobile within the home or community.

(2) The Louisiana Department of Health may limit the number of portable
oxygen concentrators covered each fiscal year in a manner determined through
rules promulgated by the department.

C. The department shall submit a utilization report to the legislature no later
than thirty days prior to the legislative session. The report shall include the
number of r for portabl n concentrators, the number of portabl

concentrators that were covered, the number of requests that were denied,
mount and means of financing of fun iliz rovi ra h

amount of funds needed to prov1de coverage for requests that were denied due
lack of fun nd th raphi f enroll hat r recei r

were denied coverage for portable concentrators.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 510
SENATE BILL NO. 201
BY SENATOR COUSSAN AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT
To enact Chapter 31-C of Title 51 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
to be comprised of R.S. 51:2122 through 2123, relative to the Cajundome
Commission; to provide with respect to the creation of the Cajundome
Commission; to provide for the governance of the commission; to provide
for the composition, powers, duties, and functions of the board of
commissioners; to provide for the purpose and authority of the commission;
to authorize the commission to adopt rules; to provide for definitions; and
to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Chapter 31-C of Title 51 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
comprised of R.S. 51:2122 through 2123, is hereby enacted to read as follows:
Chapter 31-C. CAJUNDOME COMMISSION
1 jundom mmission; f commissioners; membershi
A. The Cajundome Commission, hereinafter referred to as the “commission”,
lished in 1 rsuan n inter rnmental contr n th

University of Louisiana at Lafayette, formerly the University of Southwestern
Louisiana, hereinafter referr he “University”, and the ci f Laf:
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hereinafter referred to as the “city”, under authority of La. Const. Art. VII, Sec.
14(C)and La. R.S. 33:1332, as a joint commission and body corporate to control and
operate the multi-purpose academic, athletic, civic, and community assembly
arena and convention center and surrounding land located at 444 Cajundome
Boulevard, Lafayette, Louisiana, known as the Cajundome (collectively, the
“Cajundome”). The Cajundome is owned by the University through the Board
of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System, for the public purpose
of providing entertainment, cultural, economic, and educational benefits to
the community of Lafayette and the Acadiana region. The commission was
continued through two subsequent intergovernmental contracts and three
extensions thereof between the University and the city. Act 319 of the 1995
Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature recognized the commission by
adding it to the list of employers participating in the Municipal Employees’
Retirement System.

B. The current intergovernmental contract providing for the commission
expires on July 31, 2024. To ensure the continued existence of the commission
upon expiration of the intergovernmental contract. and to prevent any disruption
to the management, operation, or maintenance of the Cajundome or the rights,
benefits, debts, or obligations of the presently existing commission, effective
immediately upon the expiration of the current intergovernmental contract,
the commission is hereby statutorily continued as a political subdivision of the
state to develop. manage, operate, and maintain the Cajundome. In all respects
except as otherwise expressly provided in this Chapter, the commission shall
continue in existence as presently constituted, with and subject to all rights,
benefits, debts, and obligations in existence as of the date of expiration of the
current intergovernmental contract, with no interruption whatsoever. For
purposes of R.S. 39:112, any project undertaken by the commission shall be
considered to be owned and operated by the state.

C. The commission shall be domiciled in the parish of Lafayette.

D.(d1) The commission shall be governed by a board of commissioners,
hereinafter referred to as the “board”, composed of five persons. Except as
provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, each member of the board shall be
appointed for a term of four years and shall serve until their successors have
been appointed. Members shall be appointed as follows:

(a) Two by the president of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, with one
appointment being a minority.

(b) Two by the mayor-president of the Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated
Government.

(c) One by the Lafayette City Council.

(2) The members as of the date of expiration of the current intergovernmental
contract shall continue to serve their then-current terms. Upon expiration
of their terms, the members as of such date other than the president shall
be replaced by members appointed by the appointing authorities set forth in
Paragraph (1) of this Subsection as their terms expire in the following order:
first by the president of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette; second by the
mayor-president of the Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated Government; third by
the board of commissioners of the Lafayette Economic Development Authority;
fourth by the president of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette; and fifth by
the Lafayette City Council.

Any vacanc rring in the membership of the board shall be filled b

the appointing authorities set forth in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, as to the

members r ively a in hem. An rson inted to fill a vacanc

shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. The appointing authorities
t forth in Paragraph (1) of thi b ion, as appropriate, may rem n

member respectively appointed by them at any time, with or without cause and
lel heir discretion.
E. The board shall elect, from its membership, a chair, a vice chair, and a
retary-tr rer.

F. A majority of the total membership of the board shall constitute a quorum
in order ran in f th mmission. N ntr hall I

or any financial obligation incurred by or on behalf of the commission unless
I majori members of th rd; provi h I.

that the board may delegate to its chair or to the commission’s director the
hori nter in ntr. r incur financial obligations that th I

determines to be in the commission’s best interest for the efficient operation of
h jundom

G. Members of the board shall serve without compensation; however, they
shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred while attending to the business of
the board or the commission.

1 jundom mmission; pur ; function; hority; I'S; i
A. The commission shall develop, manage. operate, and maintain the
jundome including an itions or rtenan her for th li

purpose of providing entertainment, cultural, economic, and educational
nefi h mmuni f Laf: nd the Acadiana region

B. The commission, through its board, may sue and be sued in the courts of its

micile an rvi f pr hall be m n the chair of th rd or, in th
absence of the chair, upon the vice chair.
Th mmission ing thr h i I hall h 11 hori n

power to effectuate the purposes of the commission, including but not limited
he following rights an I's:

(1) To acquire, purchase, lease as lessee, and hold and use any property,

m le or imm 1 ngible or intangibl r any inter herein that i

necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes of the commission and to sell,
1 1 r, transfer, di f, or encumber any property or inter herein

acquired by the commission.

any and all additions and appurtenances thereto; provided, however, that the
construction of additions, improvements, or renovations to the Cajundome shall
be done only with permission of the University as owner of the Cajundome.

(3) To execute contracts of any sort with public or private entities to effectuate
the provisions of this Chapter.

(4) _To execute contracts or agreements with any person, corporation,
association, or other entity, including private persons. public corporations,
political subdivisions, the government of the United States or any of its agencies,
the state of Louisiana or any of its agencies, or any combination thereof, for or
relating to the use of the Cajundome’s facilities, services, and equipment.

(5) To fix, collect, consent to, and revise rates, charges, rentals, and other
terms for the use of the Cajundome’s facilities, services, and equipment as may
be necessary or appropriate in the board’s discretion or as authorized by the
board, including but not limited to contracts with promoters for such use upon
terms authorized by the board.

(6) To establish rules and regulations for the conduct of the commission’s
affairs, including but not limited to rules and regulations governing the
management and operation of the Cajundome and its facilities, services,
equipment, programs, and activities.

(7) To accept gifts, grants, and donations of property and money.

(8) To cooperate with the state of Louisiana or any political subdivision,
department, agency. or corporation thereof for the development, operation, or
maintenance of the Cajundome to accomplish the purposes of this Chapter on
any basis, including the matching of funds, and by participating in projects
authorized by federal or state law.

(9) To contract with, employ, and fix the compensation and terms of employment
of agents or employees as may be necessary or appropriate to develop, manage,
operate, and maintain the Cajundome.

(10) To pledge all or any part of its revenues for any lawful purpose to effectuate
the provisions of this Chapter.

(11) To incur debt, issue bonds, and pledge payment of bonds issued by the
commission for any authorized purpose pursuant to Part XII of Chapter 4 of
Subtitle ITI of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

D. All policies, procedures, delegations, authorizations, contracts, and
obligations of the board or commission in effect on the effective date of this Act

shall continue in full force and effect unless and until amended by future action
of the board.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 511
SENATE BILL NO. 239
BY SENATOR MCMATH AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT
To enact Part IX of Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of

1950, to be comprised of R.S. 40:31.71 through 31.74, relative to amyotrophic

lateral sclerosis; to provide for legislative findings; to establish an

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis surveillance system; to require reporting to
the Louisiana Department of Health; to provide for exemptions to reporting
requirements; to provide for confidentiality; to provide for reporting
requirements for the department; to provide for an effective date; and to
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part IX of Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, comprised of R.S. 40:31.71 through 31.74, is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

PART IX. LOUISTANA AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL

LE 1 EGISTRY
§31.71. Legislative findings
The legislature hereby finds and declares that:
(1) Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, most often takes at least a year
iagn nd i iagnosis of exclusion, meaning that i mes th
diagnosis after other options are exhausted.

Th I ime livin ith the di i fi rs, and is often
shorter and seldom much longer unless invasive measures are taken, such as a
tracheostomy.

(3) It costs over two hundred thousand dollars a year to live with a tracheostomy

nin rcent of the AL lation in the Uni h n
undergo the procedure.
49 B he di rogr rapidl ients m ften n

attend an ALS clinic or long-term care clinic where their diagnosis would or
1 repor nters for Di ntrol and Prevention (CD h

organization tasked with counting those with ALS.
The CDC program r information an If-reportin I heir

data and acknowledges their numbers are likely low, but they are beholden to
he meth lin ngr
(6) Several studies have been done to show that in states with implemented
ffor nt th livin ith ALS, the number dramatically incr in
each state.
Louisian rrently refl ry f 1

Rouge, likely because they remain uncounted.

ith ALS north of Baton

T 1 man I nd maintain th jundome, includin The onl M h hat has AL man ry reportabl
THE ADVOCATE * As it appears in the enrolled bill CODING: Words in strtekthrotigh type are deletions from existing law; words under-
PAGE 28 scored (House Bills) and underscored and boldfaced (Senate Bills) are additions.




disease has become a hub for ALS research.

§31.72. ALS disease surveillance system

A. The Louisiana Department of Health shall establish an amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS) surveillance system within the office of public health to collect,
analyze, interpret, and disseminate data relative to individuals living with ALS
in Louisiana.

B. In establishing the surveillance system, the department shall require
reporting sources to report information on ALS to the office of public health.

§31.73. Confidentiality

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, individual
identifying data in the surveillance system shall be confidential and shall not
be subject to discovery. Data shall not be released for any child unless express
written informed consent of a parent or legal guardian has been obtained. Data
gathered by the office shall be used only for the purposes set forth in this Part.

§31.74. Report

The department shall produce an annual report on the results obtained
through the surveillance system to be submitted to the secretary of the Louisiana

Department of Health and the House and Senate committees on health and
welfare.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 512
SENATE BILL NO. 253
BY SENATOR FOIL
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 17:101(D) and 1946.1, relative to parental consent; to provide

relative to an individualized education program; to provide for notice to a

parent or legal guardian; to provide for remote registration and preliminary

enrollment of children of military personnel under certain circumstances;

and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 17:101(D) and 1946.1 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§101. Children of military families; registration prior to residency;
preliminary enrollment

* ok ok

D. None of the following shall preclude a child from registration prior to
residency and preliminary enrollment as provided in this Section:

(1) Having an individualized education program or family service plan under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 29 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.

(2) Receiving or qualifying for special education courses or services.

Having an exceptionality a fined in R.S. 17:1942.

(4) Receiving or qualifying for accommodations or services under Section 504
f the 197 habilitation A .

§1946.1. Parental consent; notice
A. Notwithstanding any provisiop of law to the contrary, a local education

H sk ok

agen hall provi n noti nt’ rent or legal rdian
before it can initially provide a student with special education courses or
rel rvi in an ing.

B. If the individualized education program placement requires a reduction or
removal of an ial ion I r rel rvi h ion
agency shall provide ten days notice to the student’s parent or legal guardian

fore the chan n be implemented. In th n nt’s indivi liz
education program is changed for any reason, the local education agency shall

rovi n noti h rent or 1 rdian before the chan n
be implemented.

Noti I ir hi

following forms of communication:

1B rtified mail with return receipt r

(2) By electronic mail, if the parent or legal guardian provides an electronic
mail address.

(3) By text message, if the parent or legal guardian provides a mobile phone
number for th Iy f receivin xt m

(4) Through an online portal or other application that provides for

mentation of th f th livery of the noti

D. After receiving notice, a parent or legal guardian may have an individualized
ion program m meetin n r nabl i

ion shall iven thr h one of th

lternati r
time by contacting the local education agency prior to a meeting that has been
properly noticed.

E. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the local education agency or the

rent or legal rdian from Kkin resolution of i rel n
individualized education program through a hearing process as promulgated by
h Board of Elementary an ndary E ion in rdan ith th
Administrative Procedure Act.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor

or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 513
SENATE BILL NO. 280
BY SENATOR PRICE AND REPRESENTATIVES BOYD, BRASS,
CHASSION, GREEN, JACKSON, LARVADAIN, NEWELL, RISER,
SELDERS AND TAYLOR
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 40:1666.1(A)(7), relative to supplemental pay; to provide for

eligibility for certain fire protection officers;to provide certainrequirements

and limitations for eligibility; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 40:1666.1(A)(7) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1666.1. Extra compensation

A.(D
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(D)(a) Every fire protection officer who is employed on a full-time basis by
the Port of South Louisiana shall be paid by the state extra compensation in
the amount of six hundred dollars per month in addition to the compensation
now paid to him by his employer out of self-generated revenue attributable to
the agency employing the fire protection officers. To be eligible for the extra
compensation, each fire protection officer shall have completed one year of
service, and any fire protection officer hired after March 31, 1986, shall also
have completed and passed a certified fireman’s training program equal to
National Fire Protection Association Standard 1001 Firefighter I Certification
or a firemen’s training program as approved by the Louisiana State University
Firemen Training Program in accordance with R.S. 40:1541 et seq., or other
state or federally approved maritime firefighter training programs.

(b) In the event that supplemental pay is increased as provided for in R.S.

40:1666.1(A)(1), then the same amount of supplemental pay shall be increased
for the officers provided for in this Paragraph.

ko ok ok
Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 514
SENATE BILL NO. 281
BY SENATOR EDMONDS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 22:1852(7) and the introductory paragraph of

1856.1(B), 1856.1(B)(2)(b) and (G) and to enact R.S. 22:1856.1(H), relative to

pharmacy record audits; to provide for definitions; to provide for audits and

reviews of pharmacy records; to provide for notification to the Department
of Insurance; to provide for enforcement action; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 22:1852(7) and the introductory paragraph of 1856.1(B),
1856.1(B)(2)(b) and (G) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 22:1856.1(H)
is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1852. Definitions

As used in this Subpart, the following terms shal-be are defined as follows:

(7) “Health insurance issuer” means an insurance company, including
a health maintenance organization as defined and licensed pursuant to
SubpartI of PartI of Chapter 2 of this Title, unless preempted as an employee
benefit plan under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974.
For purposes of this Subpart, a “health insurance issuer” shalH—inelude
includes the Office of Group Benefits, a pharmacy benefit manager, and any
person acting on behalf of a pharmacy benefit manager.

kok ok
§1856.1. Pharmacy record audits; recoupment; appeals
B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, when an
audit of the records of a pharmacy is conducted by an entity, the audit shall
be conducted in accordance with the following criteria:
()]
(b) Nothing in this Paragraph shall-prohibit prohibits review of a claim

filed by a pharmacy to determine if the claim is payable or is paid correctly.
Stteh The review may require the submission of prescription copies and
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other documentation related to the specific claims under review but shall not
require the pharmacy to provide any additional information not related to
those specific claims.

kook o sk

G. This Section shaH-net does not apply to either of the following:

(1) Any quality assurance review, as defined by the time period prior to the
reimbursement by the entity to the pharmacy.

(2) An Any investigation that-is—initiated, conforming with rules adopted
by the commissioner, based on or that involves suspected or alleged fraud,
willful misrepresentation, or abuse.

H. The commissioner shall promulgate rules in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act that set forth standards for policies and
procedures governing the performance of pharmacy record audits, claims
reviews and quality assurance reviews, and fraud or willful misrepresentation
audits.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 515
SENATE BILL NO. 312
BY SENATOR EDMONDS AND REPRESENTATIVES AMEDEE, BAYHAM,
BERAULT, BILLINGS, CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT, DICKERSON,
JACKSON, LAFLEUR, OWEN AND TAYLOR
AN ACT

To enact Chapter 14-E of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes 0f 1950, to be
comprised of R.S. 46:1445.1 through 1445.14, relative to assistance programs
of the Department of Children and Family Services; to establish within the

Department of Children and Family Services an assistance program for

pregnant women and certain parents; to provide for services to be delivered

through the program; to require reporting to certain legislative committees
concerning the program; to provide for administrative rule making; to
provide for funding of the program; to provide for legal representation; to
require the Department of Children and Family Services to include certain
information on its website; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Chapter 14-E of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, comprised of R.S. 46:1445.1 through 1445.14, is hereby enacted to read
as follows:

CHAPTER 14-E. ADOPTION AWARENESS ACT

§1445.1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Adoption Awareness Act.

§1445.2. Purposes

The purposes of the Adoption Awareness Act are all of the following:

(1) To encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.

(2) To provide awareness of contemporary adoption practices.

(3) To ensure availability of accurate information on adoption.

§1445.3. Definitions

As used in this Chapter, unless otherwise indicated, the terms have the
meaning ascribed to them in this Section as follows:

1) “Agency adoption” means the agencies that are licensed by the Department
of Children and Family Services pursuant to Children’s Code Article 1198 et seq.

(2) “Birth parent” means a person who has placed his or her child for adoption.

(3) “Department” means the Department of Children and Family Services.

4) “Ex ant parent” means a man who is pregnant or the biological
father of the unborn child of a pregnant woman.
“Hom ” _mean I ment analysis of I i i

1
parent as is provided in Children’s Code Article 1173.
1445.4. A ion Awaren Program cr

The Adoption Awareness Program is hereby created in the Department of

hildren and Famil rvi nd th rtment shall contr ith eligibl
vendors or organizations to provide the supportive services as described in R.S.
46:1445.5.

§1445.5. Required services

A. An ndor chosen h rtment shall provide r I I servi
as follows:
1) Marketin ign rovi ren f ion an ifi ion

resources available in this state, including the creation of a website providing
information on ion and the name an n information for one or mor:

licensed adoption agencies to assist with an agency adoption.

A telephone or vi hotline th rovi information an ional
information for resources to encourage adoption. The educational information
shall include all of the following:

(a) The adoption process.

Practical f ion pertinen n ex n ren

(c) Resources and support that are available for expectant parents, birth

ren r hildren

(d) A biological parent’s rights and legal protections.
Availabl ion ncies in thi

(3) Adoption educational and training resources for doctors, nurses, hospits_lls,

and provide support for women considering placing their children for adoption.

(b) The location of adoption agencies that can assist in the placement of
children for adoption.

(c) How to discuss the adoption process and the resources and support available
to women placing their child for adoption.

B. The vendor selected by the department may contract with another entity to
provide the services required in this Section.

§1445.6. Vendor and subcontractor eligibility; staffing

A nonprofit corporation or other entity is eligible to contract with the
department as a vendor to provide services pursuant to this Chapter and any
vendor selected by the department is eligible to contract with a subcontractor
if the nonprofit or other entity and any subcontractor meets all of the following
requirements:

() Isin good standing with the secretary of state and registered to do business
in this state.

(2) Is capable of providing, directly or through contract, the services in this
Section.

(3) Is not an abortion provider or an entity that promotes, refers for, or assists
women in obtaining an abortion.

§1445.%7. Eligibility for services

To be eligible to begin participation in the Adoption Awareness Program, a
birth parent or expectant parent shall be a person who meets at least one of the
following requirements:

(1) A resident of this state who is the biological parent of an unborn child.

(2) Is a parent of a child under two years of age.

(3) Is a parent of a child in the custody of the department.

(4) Is a parent of a minor who is the biological parent of an unborn child.

§1445.8. Program reporting

A. A vendor chosen by the department pursuant to R.S. 46:1445.4 shall record
and report monthly to the department related to the adoption program services
provided pursuant to this Chapter and the report shall include all of the
following information:

(1) The number of participants who obtained a service pursuant to R.S.
46:1445.5.

(2) The number and type of services provided.

(3) The number and type of referrals made.

B. The department shall annually report to the House and Senate committees
on health and welfare all of the information reported pursuant to this Section
after redacting any private medical information and any other privileged
information associated with the birth mothers, expectant parents, unborn
children, and other children served by this program.

§1445.9. Funding and eligible expenses

A. The department shall apply funds received from the Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF) Block Grant to fund the adoption awareness program
services and the requirements of this Chapter to the extent feasible.

(1) A vendor of the Adoption Awareness Program may use appropriated funds
in one or more of the following ways:

(a) Expenses necessary to provide services identified in R.S. 46:1445.5.

(b) Funding a marketing campaign within the state to promote adoption.

c¢) Administrati xpenses related administrative overhead and other
indirect costs that are approved by the department, if the aggregate amount of
administrative expenses does not exceed fifteen percent.

B. The department shall fund anticipated program expenses in advance on a

rterl i ith advan fundin reconcil ith 1 expen

following each quarter and offset against future payments.
1445.10. Vendor pr ion

A. The department shall not require, as a condition of participation in the
A ion Awaren Program ndor or its empl iol he fr m

of religion, freedom of speech, or freedom of association that is guaranteed

he First Amendmen h nstitution of th ni nd m
applicable to the state by the Constitution of Louisiana.
B. Th rtment shall not r ir n ndition of participation in th
Adoption Awareness Program, the vendor or its employees to participate in
r facili n ion hich th ndor or i mpl h nscien
objection.

N ithstanding i rticipation in the A ion Awaren Program

vendor may offer other religious or sectarian services or programs utilizing
funds from other r

§1445.11. Legal representation in adoption proceedings

Nothing in thi h r_shall interpr iol he righ n
protections afforded to a birth parent or an expectant parent that are enacted in
he Children’ ivil rin an her provision of 1

§1445.12. Required disclosures; rulemaking and reporting.

A. A vendor shall prepare an rvi f the A ion Awaren Program on

a brochure or other written media that describes the website created pursuant

46:144 nd an her pertinen n information rel h
program or that is required by the department.

B. Th rtment shall provi r i f th ment prepar
pursuant to this Section and shall make the documents available to any one of
the following:

(1) Any public health office.

Any high school or middle school

(3) Any charitable clinic at which a diagnosis of pregnancy may be made.

medical clini irthin nters, and pregnancy r r nters th rovi 4) An rson inin ing thr h lic health office for xuall
helpful information as follows: transmitted infection.

A list of other professionals and organizations th r regnan men Any pregnan man lyin receive Medicai
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C. The department shall provide a copy of the document prepared pursuant to
this Section to the parent of any child taken into the custody by the department.

D. The department shall promulgate all rules and regulations necessary to
implement the provisions of this Chapter. The rules shall include but not be
limited to appropriate oversight provisions and penalties for failure to achieve
program objectives as provided for in this Chapter, measures to ensure the
clinical efficacy and financial viability of the program, and benchmarks to
achieve best practice outcomes. The department shall report annually to the
legislature on the status of the program.

§1445.13. Adoption awareness; Department of Children and Family Services

A link to the AdoptionOption.La.Gov website as provided for in R.S. 40:1061.17,
or_any successor state agency administered website that promotes adoption
awareness and makes adoption resource information available to the public,
shall be made available and placed in a prominent location on the websites
administered by the Louisiana Department of Health and the Department of
Children and Family Services. Any other state agency that administers a
website may also provide a link to the AdoptionOption.La.Gov website.

§1445.14. Funding

This Chapter shall not be implemented or operational until monies are
secured from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) sufficient
to fund the provisions of this Chapter.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 516
SENATE BILL NO. 332
BY SENATOR SEABAUGH
AN ACT
To repeal Chapter 1-D of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
comprised of R.S. 37:41 through 47, relative to the Occupational Licensing

Review Commission; to repeal the policies concerning occupational

regulations and respective boards; to repeal the authority creating the

Occupational Licensing Review Commission; to repeal the requirements

of the commission to provide active supervision of occupational licensing

boards; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Chapter 1-D of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
comprised of R.S. 37:41 through 47, is hereby repealed.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2025; if vetoed by
the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall
become effective on the day following such approval by the legislature or
January 1, 2025, whichever is later.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 517
SENATE BILL NO. 336
BY SENATOR PRESSLY AND REPRESENTATIVES CARVER, CHASSION,
DAVIS, EDMONSTON, FREIBERG, JACKSON, LAFLEUR, JACOB
LANDRY, MELERINE, PHELPS, SCHLEGEL, STAGNI, TAYLOR AND
YOUNG
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:392.11(B) and (C) and to enact R.S. 17:392.11(D),
relative to the screening and diagnosis of students; to provide for screening
and diagnosis with respect to dyslexia; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:392.11(B) and (C) are hereby amended and reenacted and
R.S. 17:392.11(D) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§392.11. Dyslexia; screening, diagnosis, and reporting
koosk sk

B.(1) The state Department of Education shall select a dyslexia screener
with an area under the curve of 0.80 or above and provide the screener, at
no cost, to each public school. The dyslexia screener shall be administered
to each student by a classroom teacher in the second half of kindergarten or
upon request of a teacher or a parent or legal guardian. This screener shall
not be a progress monitoring tool but shall:

(a) Be developed solely for dyslexia.

(b) Be evidence-based with proven, published psychometric validity.

(e¢) Be used for the sole purpose of determining whether a student is at risk
for dyslexia.

(2) If the results of such screening indicate that a student is at risk for
dyslexia, the parent or legal guardian shall be notified within thirty days of
the results of the screening, and, if requested by the parent or legal guardian, a
core assessment for the diagnosis of dyslexia shall be administered as provided
in Subsection C of this Section.

C.(1) Theparentmayselecteitherthe school or avendor or professional approved
by the department to administer the core assessment. The administrator of the
core assessment, in order to determine whether the student has dyslexia, shall
determine through history, observation, and psychometric assessment if there
are unexpected difficulties in reading and associated linguistic problems at the
level of phonological processing that are unrelated to the student’s intelligence,
age, and grade level. The core assessment shall not be based on a single test
score or specific number of characteristics and shall include all of the following:

a) Tests of language, particularly phonemic assessment, real words and
pseudowords, oral reading fluency, and intellectual ability.

(b) An academic performance review.

(c) An interview with the student’s parent or legal guardian.

(2) The department shall do the following in accordance with rules that
the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall adopt for such
purposes:

(a) Establish qualifications for vendors and professionals who may administer
the core assessment as provided in this Subsection and provide a process for
their approval.

b) Establish a payment amount and provide for reimbursement for the
administration of the core assessment.

3) If the core assessment is administered by the school, the department shall
reimburse the school for the cost of the assessment. If the core assessment
is administered by an approved vendor or professional, the department shall
reimburse the parent or legal guardian for the cost of the assessment. The
reimbursement amount shall not exceed the payment amount established in
accordance with Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.

€D.(1) Each public school governing authority shall submit a report to
the state Department of Education by December fifteenth annually relative
to the occurrence of dyslexia. The report shall include numbers of students
of all grade levels identified as dyslexic, either pursuant to the provisions of
this Section or by any other means, and shall include, per grade, all of the
following:

(a) For students identified as dyslexic through a Section 504 Plan:

(i) The number initially identified during the preceding school year.

(ii) The total number.

(b) For students with an Individualized Education Plan identified as having
a specific learning disability, dyslexia:

(i) The number initially identified during the preceding school year.

(ii) The total number.

(2) The state Department of Education shall compile the reports received
pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection and report such data to the
House Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education no
later than March first annually.

(3) Notwithstanding Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, if the number of
students in a grade level identified as dyslexic is not zero and not more than
ten, the report shall not indicate an exact number but shall indicate that
there are fewer than eleven students in the grade identified as dyslexic.

Section 2. Implementation of R.S. 17:392.11(B) and (C) as amended and
reenacted in this Actis subjectto the appropriation of funds by the legislature
for those purposes.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 518
SENATE BILL NO. 341
BY SENATOR HARRIS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 51:1260(B), (C)(5) and (6)(f), (E), and (G) and to repeal
R.S. 51:1260(H) and (I) and 1261, relative to the Major Events Incentive Fund
and the Events Incentive Fund; to provide relative to financial incentives
for events held in Louisiana; to provide relative to administration of the
Major Events Incentive Program; to provide relative to oversight of the
Major Events Incentive Program; to repeal the Events Incentive Program;
to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 51:1260(B), (C)(5) and(6)(D), (E), and (G) are hereby amended
and reenacted to read as follows:
§1260. Major Events Incentive Fund; Major Events Incentive Program
kok sk
B. There is hereby created the Major Events Incentive Program, hereinafter
referred to in this Section as the “program”, to be administered by the offiee

TFourism Department of Economic Development. The program shall provide
grant funding to event producers and hosts, local organizing committees,
endorsing municipalities, endorsing parishes, official tourism commissions,
convention and visitors bureaus, and official destination marketing
organizations, for costs associated with attracting and hosting qualified major
events as provided in this Section.

C. As used in this Section, the following terms have the following meanings:

(5) “Qualified major event” means a National Football League Super Bowl,
a National Collegiate Athletic Association Final Four tournament game, the

THE ADVOCATE appears in the enrolled bill

PAGE 31

CODING: Words in struek-throtigh type are deletions from existing law; words under-
scored (House Bills) and underscored and boldfaced (Senate Bills) are additions.




National Basketball Association All-Star Game, the X Games, a National
Collegiate Athletic Association Division I Football Bowl Subdivision
postseason game, a college tournament or championship, the World Games,
a national collegiate championship of an amateur sport sanctioned by the
national governing body of the sport that is recognized by the United States
Olympic Committee, an Olympic activity including a Junior or Senior activity,
training program, or feeder program sanctioned by the United States Olympic
Committee’s Community Olympic Development Program, a mixed martial
arts championship, the Breeders’ Cup World Championships, a Bassmasters
Classic, a National Motorsports race, the Red Bull Signature Series, a football
kickoff game between two National Collegiate Athletic Association teams, a
national championship or Olympic trials of an amateur or professional sport
sanctioned by the national governing body of the sport, the United States
Bowling Congress Tournament, the WWE WrestleMania, the Bayou Classic,
the Essence Festival, the Zurich Classic or other PGA Tour event, a national
military event, a national political convention of the Republican National
Committee or of the Democratic National Committee, or any National
Collegiate Athletic Association conference, convention, or conference media
event, including conference media days, or any event sanctioned by the
international governing body of soccer, Federation Internationale de Football
Association (FIFA), the international governing body of rugby, World Rugby, the
national governing body of soccer, U.S. Soccer, or the national governing body
of rugby, USA Rugby. including but not limited to World Cups, International
“friendlies” matches between national or professional teams, or tournaments
between national teams or professional teams from countries that are members
of the international governing bodies. The term includes any activities related
to or associated with a qualified major event.

(6) “Site selection organization” means any of the following:

kook o ok

() The national or international governing body of an organization not listed
in Subparagraphs (a) through (e) of this Paragraph, that schedules a qualified
major event as defined in this Subsection.

E

E. The H i
and-TFourisns s ecretary of the Department of Economlc Developmen is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with an event producer or host, a local
organizing committee, endorsing parish, endorsing municipality, official
tourism commission, convention and visitors bureau, or official destination
marketing organization to recruit, solicit, acquire, or organize for Louisiana
any qualified major event that will have a significant positive impact in the
state. The contract shall provide for a financial commitment to the entity.

EG. The DPepartment-of-Culture, Reereation—and Tourism Department of
Economic Development shall promulgate rules for the administration of the
program in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. In order
to expedite implementation of the program, the department shall utilize
emergency rulemaking for the promulgation of the initial administrative
rules.

Section 2. R.S. 51:1260(H) and (I) and 1261 are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 519
SENATE BILL NO. 357
BY SENATOR SEABAUGH AND REPRESENTATIVES AMEDEE,
BACALA, BAYHAM, BILLINGS, BOURRIAQUE, BRYANT, CARLSON,
CARRIER, COATES, CREWS, DEVILLIER, DICKERSON, EDMONSTON,
EGAN, EMERSON, FIRMENT, GALLE, HORTON, MACK, MELERINE,
ORGERON, OWEN, ROMERO, SCHAMERHORN, WILDER, WRIGHT AND
WYBLE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 29:724(B)(2) and 768(B), relative to emergency
declarations; to authorize the legislature to terminate all or part of an
emergency declaration; to provide for the procedure by which the petition
is signed and transmitted to the governor; to provide for the effectiveness
of the petition to terminate; to provide for an effective date; to provide for
retroactive application; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 29:724(B)(2) and 768(B) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:

§724. Powers of the governor

B.

(2) The—tegistature Either the House of Representatives or the Senate,
by petition signed by a majority of the surviving members of either that
house, may terminate a the entire state of disaster or emergency or any part
or subpart of the executive order or proclamation at any time. This petition
terminating the state of emergency or disaster or any part or subpart of the
executive order or proclamation may establish a period during which no other
declaratlon of emergency or dlsaster may be 1ssued 5

ef—eﬂ‘refgeﬂey- The petltlon termmatlng the state of emergency or dlsaster or
any part or subpart of the executive order or proclamation, duly signed by a
majority of the surviving members of the House of Representatives or the Senate
shall be transmitted to the clerk of the House of Representatives or secretary
of the Senate, as applicable, who shall transmit the petition to the governor.
The termination shall be effective upon the transmission of the petition to the
governor.

§768. Termination of declaration of public health emergency
kook o ok

~ B. Thelegistature Either the House of Representatlves or_the Senate,

- by a petition signed by a
majority of the surviving members of either that house may terminate a the
entire state of public health emergency or any part or subnart of the executive
order or proclamation at any time. This petition terminating the public health
emergency or any part or subpart of the executive order or proclamation
may establish a period during which no other declaration of public health

emergency may be 1ssued iPhefeu-peﬂ—the—geveﬁ}ef—s-haH—tSSﬂe—aﬂ—exeeﬂﬂve

wwww

of the executive order or proclamation, duly signed by a majority of the surviving
members of the House of Representatives or the Senate shall be transmitted
to the clerk of the House of Representatives or the secretary of the Senate, as
applicable, who shall transmit the petition to the governor. The termination
shall be effective upon the transmission of the petition to the governor.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 520
SENATE BILL NO. 364
BY SENATOR HARRIS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:2740.3, relative to the Downtown Development

Districtofthecityof New Orleans;toproviderelativetothe composition ofthe

board of commissioners; to provide relative to terms of office and vacancies;

to provide relative to the powers, duties, functions, administration, and
governance of the district; to provide relative to preparation of plans; to
provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:2740.3 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§2740.3. The Downtown Development District of the City of New Orleans;
creation, composition, and powers; preparation of plans; levy of ad valorem
taxes and issuance of bonds

A. There shall be, and there hereby is, created a special taxing district
within the city of New Orleans comprised of all the territory within the
following prescribed boundaries:

The point of beginning shall be at the intersection of the east bank of
the Mississippi River and the Mississippi River Bridge approaches and
Pontchartrain Expressway: thence continuing along the upper line of the
Pontchartrain Expressway right-of-way less and except ramp areas, and
in a northwesterly direction to the lake side right-of-way line of Claiborne
Avenue; thence northeasterly along the lake side of said right-of-way line of
Claiborne Avenue to the lower right-of-way line of Iberville Street; thence
along the said lower right-of-way line of Iberville Street to the east bank of
the Mississippi River; thence continuing along the east bank of said river to
the upper right-of-way line of the Mississippi River Bridge approaches and
Pontchartrain Expressway, being the point of beginning.

The said special taxing district shall be known as, and is hereby designated
The Downtown Development District of the City of New Orleans hereinafter
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in this Section referred to as the district, said creation to be effective January
1, 1975.

G In order to prov1de for the orderly planning, development acqu1s1tion
construction and effectuation of the services, improvements and facilities
to be furnished by the district, and to provide for the representation in the
affairs of the district of those persons and interests immediately concerned
with and affected by the purposes and development of the district, there is
hereby created a board of commissioners for the district hereinafter referred
to as the “board”.

B-C.(1) The board shall be composed of eleven members, at least nine
five of whom shall be qualified voters of the city of New Orleans, and shall
have their principal place of business in, or own property in, the Downtown
Development District. Each board member shall be subject to confirmation by

the New Orleans city council.
(a) Steh The members of the board shall possess additional qualifications

and shall be appomted as follows

(i) Two of the members shall be appointed by the mayor.

(ii) One of the members shall be appointed by the New Orleans city council
member representing City Council District B.

(iii) One of the members shall be appointed by New Orleans & Company.

(iv) Two of the members shall be appointed by the New Orleans Chamber of
Commerce, subject to approval by the president of the New Orleans city council.

(v) One of the members shall be appointed by the Greater New Orleans Hotel
and Lodging Association, subject to approval by the president of the New
Orleans city council.

i) One of the members shall be appointed by the Louisiana Restaurant
Association, subject to approval by the president of the New Orleans city
council.

(vii) One of the members shall be appointed by the member or members of the
Louisiana House of Representatives who represent the district.

(viii) Two of the members shall be appointed by the member or members of the
Lou1s1ana Senate who represent the dlstrlct

havebeenappointed-and-egualified: Upon the ﬁrst meetmg, the members of th
board shall be randomly allotted terms as follows: three members for one year
each, three members for two years each, three members for three years each,
and two members for four years each; the length of the term for each individual
appointed to be determined by lot. They shall serve until their successors have
been appointed and qualified. Each board member shall be required to annually
provide an affidavit attesting that he has a principal place of business or owns
property in the Downtown Development District.

(¢) The members of the board thereafter appointed by the mayor upon the
expiration of the respective terms of the initial appointees shall be selected
and appointed in accordance with the procedures herein prescribed for the
selection and appointment of the original members for the term of five years.
However, vacancies shall be filled from nominations submitted by the New
Orleans Chamber of Commerce in the following manner. The mayor shall
select and appoint one of two names submitted to him by such council for
each of the five vacancies for which the council is to submit nominees. If the
selection and appointment by the mayor does not take place within thirty
days following submission of the nominees by the New Orleans Chamber of
Commerce, the selection and appointment shall be made by the city council.
Any vacancy which occurs prior to the expiration of the term for which a
member of the board has been appointed shall be filled in accordance with
the procedures as set forth herein. However, the New Orleans Chamber of
Commerce may submit additional nominees to either the mayor or the city
council, as applicable, until all vacancies pursuant to this Subsection are

63-) As soon as practicable after their appomtment the board shall meet and
elect from their number a chairman, a vice chairman, a treasurer, and such
other officers as it may deem appropriate. A secretary of the board may be
selected from among the members or may be otherwise selected or employed

by the board. The duties of the said officers shall be fixed by bylaws adopted
by the board. The board shall adopt such rules and regulations as it deems
necessary or advisable for conducting its business and affairs, and shall
engage such assistants and employees as is needed to assist the board in the
performance of its duties. It shall hold regular meetings as shall be provided
by its bylaws and may hold special meetings at such time and places within
or without the districts as may be prescribed in its rules or regulations.
A majority of the members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. The board shall keep minutes of all regular and
special meetings and shall make them available to the public in conformance
with law. The members of the board shall serve without compensation;
however, they shall receive travel allowance as reimbursement for expenses
incurred while attending to the business of the district.

E—D (1) The board shall prepare or cause to be prepared a plan or plans

spec1fy1ng the publ1c
improvements, public safety services, reducmg homelessness, facilities
and services proposed to be furnished, constructed or acquired for by the
district, and it shall conduct such public hearings, publish such notice with
respect thereto and disseminate such information as it in the exercise of its
sound discretion may deem to be appropriate or advisable and in the public
interest. The board shall conduct an annual presentation to the New Orleans
city council regarding expenditures.

(2) Any plan may specify and encompass any public services, capital
improvements and facilities which the city of New Orleans is authorized to
undertake, furnish or provide under the constitution and laws of the state of
Louisiana, and such specified public services, improvements and facilities
shall be, and shall for all purposes be deemed to be, special and in addition
to all services, improvements and facilities which the city of New Orleans is
then furnishing or providing, or may then, or in the future, be obligated to
furnish or provide with respect to persons or property within the boundaries
of the district.

(3) Any plan shall include (a) an estimate of the annual and aggregate cost of
acquiring, constructing or providing the services, improvements or facilities
set forth therein; (b) the proportion of the tax to be levied on the taxable real
property within the district which is to be set aside and dedicated to paying
the cost of furnishing specified services, and the proportion of such tax to be
set aside and dedicated to paying the cost of capital improvements, or paying
the cost of debt service on any bonds to be issued to pay the cost of capital
improvements, such proportions, in each case, to be expressed in numbers
of mills; and (c) an estimate of the aggregate number of mills required to be
levied in each year on the taxable real property within the district in order
to provide the funds required for the implementation or effectuation of the
plan for furn1sh1ng the services specified and for capital improvements or
debt service, or both.
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I—I—E (1) All serv1ces to be furnlshed w1th1n the d1str1ct pursuant to any
plan finally and conclusively adopted hereunder, shall may be furnished
by the Downtown Development District or may be furnished, supplied, and
administered by the city of New Orleans through its regularly constituted
departments, agencies, boards, commissions, and instrumentalities as
appropriate in the circumstances; and all capital improvements and facilities
to be acquired, constructed, or provided within the district, whether from the
proceeds of bonds or otherwise, shall likewise be so acquired, constructed,
or provided by the city of New Orleans through its regularly constituted
departments, agencies, boards, commissions, and instrumentalities as
appropriate in the circumstances, it being the intention hereof to avoid
absolutely the duplication of administrative and management efforts and
expense in the implementation of any plan adopted for the benefit of the
district.

(2) In order to provide such services and/or provide, construct, or acquire
such capitalimprovements or facilitiesthe board may enterinto contracts with
the city of New Orleans. The cost of any such services, capital improvements,
and facilities shall be paid for to the city of New Orleans from the proceeds
of the special tax levied upon real property within the district as herein
prov1ded or from the proceeds of bonds as the case may be

the The serv1ce sought ts—no-t—erd-ma—rrl-y may b prov1ded by the 01ty of New
Orleans, and the board may contract w1th other ent1t1es tn—&eeerd—aﬂee—w-lt-h

of such spec1a11y contracted serv1ces shall be pa1d for by the board with its
funds budgeted therefor. Any additional security patrols, public or private,
or any other security or other services or betterments provided by the district
shall be supplemental to existing personnel and services to be provided in the
district by the state or the city of New Orleans, or their departments or agencies,
or by other political subdivisions.

(4) The district may procure by informal bid, a public work with a value of one
hundred fifty thousand dollars or less.

EFE. The city council, in addition to all other taxes which itis now or hereafter
may be authorized by law to levy and collect, is hereby authorized to levy and
collect as hereinafter specifically provided for a term not to exceed fifty years
from and after the date the first tax is levied pursuant to the provisions of this
Section, in the same manner and at the same time as all other ad valorem taxes
on property subject to taxation by the city are levied and collected, a special
ad valorem tax upon all taxable real property situated within the boundaries
of the core area development district. The number of mills hereby authorized
shall be computed by dividing the number of mills levied and collected by the
city of New Orleans for general operating purposes for the year 1977 into the
number of mills levied and collected by the city of New Orleans for general
operating purposes for the year 1978 and multiplying the result by ten. No
such tax shall be levied until a plan requiring or requesting the levy of a
tax is finally and conclusively adopted in accordance with the procedures
prescribed in this Section. The proceeds of said tax shall be used solely and
exclusively for the purposes and benefit of the district. Said proceeds shall be
paid over to the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, day by day as the same are
collected and received by the appropriate officials of the city of New Orleans
and maintained in a separate account. Said tax proceeds shall be paid out by
the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, solely for the purposes herein provided
upon warrants or drafts drawn on said Board of Liquidation, City Debt, by the
appropriate officials of the city and the treasurer of the district.

FG.(1) The city of New Orleans, when requested by resolution adopted by
the vote of a majority of the members of the board, approved by a resolution of
the city council adopted by a majority vote of its members, and by resolution
adopted by the vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Liquidation,
City Debt, shall have power and is hereby authorized to incur indebtedness
for and on behalf and for the sole and exclusive benefit of the district, and
to issue at one time, or from time to time, negotiable bonds, notes and other
evidences of indebtedness herein referred to collectively as bonds of the city
of New Orleans, the principal of, premium if any, and interest on which shall
be payable solely from the proceeds of the special tax authorized, levied and
collected pursuant to the provisions of this section for the purpose of paying
the cost of acquiring and constructing capital improvements and facilities

within the district. Such bonds shall not constitute general obligations of
the city of New Orleans, nor shall any property situated within the city other
than property situated within the boundaries of the district be subject to
taxation for the payment of the principal of, premium if any, and interest
on such bonds. Furthermore, any indebtedness incurred by the city of New
Orleans for and on behalf and for the benefit of the district pursuant to
the provisions of this Section, whether evidenced by bonds, notes or other
evidences of indebtedness, or otherwise, shall be excluded in determining
the power of the city of New Orleans to incur indebtedness and to issue its
general obligation bonds. The principal amount of such bonds which may
be outstanding and unpaid at any one time shall never exceed the sum of
fifty million (50,000,000) dollars. The proceeds derived from the sale of all
such bonds shall be paid over to the appropriate officials of the city of New
Orleans and shall be disbursed solely for the purposes and benefit of the
district. All such bonds shall be sold by the Board of Liquidation, City Debt,
and shall bear such rate or rates of interest, and shall, except as herein
otherwise specifically provided, be in such form, terms and denominations,
be redeemable at such time or times at such price of or prices, and payable
at such times and places, within a period of not exceeding fifty years from the
date thereof, as the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, shall determine.

(2) Said bonds shall be signed by the mayor of the city of New Orleans and
the director of finance of the city of New Orleans, or officers exercising a
similar function, and countersigned by the president or vice president and
the secretary or assistant secretary of the Board of Liquidation, City Debt,
provided that in the discretion of the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, all
but one of said signatures may be in facsimile, and the coupons attached to
said bonds shall bear the facsimile signatures of said director of finance and
said secretary or assistant secretary. In case any such officer whose signature
or countersignature appears upon such a bond or coupon shall cease to be
such officer before delivery of said bonds or coupons to the purchaser, such
signature or countersignature shall nevertheless be valid for all purposes.
The cost and expense of preparing and selling said bonds shall be paid from
the proceeds thereof.

(3) The resolution of the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, authorizing the
issuance and sale of such bonds and fixing the form and details thereof,
may contain such other provisions, not inconsistent nor in conflict with the
provisions of this Section, as it may deem to be necessary or advisable to
enhance the marketability and acceptability thereof by purchasers and
investors, including, but without limiting the generality of the foregoing,
covenants with bondholders setting forth (a) conditions and limitations on the
issuance of additional bonds constituting a lien and charge on the special tax
levied on real property within the district pari passu with bonds theretofore
issued and outstanding and (b) the creation of reserves for the payment of the
principal of and interest on such bonds. These bonds and the interest thereon
are exempt from all taxation levied for state, parish or municipal or other
local purposes; and savings banks, tutors of minors, curators of interdicts,
trustees and other fiduciaries are authorized to invest the funds in their
hands in said bonds.

(4) The Board of Liquidation, City Debt, as now organized and created, and
with the powers, duties and functions prescribed by existing laws, shall be
continued so long as any bonds authorized by this Section are outstanding
and unpaid.

K-H. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary,
no tax authorized herein shall be levied and no bonds shall be issued unless
and until the maximum amount of the tax and the maximum amount of the
bonds has been approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon in the
city of New Orleans in an election called for that purpose. No bonds issued
pursuant to this Section shall be general obligations of the state of Louisiana,
the parish of Orleans or the city of New Orleans.

1L The district shall have the power to acquire, to lease, to insure and to
se11 real property w1th1n 1ts boundarles in accordance w1th 1ts plans

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 521
SENATE BILL NO. 384
BY SENATOR FIELDS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:1315(C)(3)(a) and 1317, relative to certain voter
data; to provide for reporting requirements; to provide for dissemination of
information by the secretary of state; to provide for an effective date; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
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Section 1. R.S. 18:1315(C)(3)(a) and 1317 are hereby amended and reenacted
to read as follows:
§1315. Challenge of absentee by mail or early voting ballot

C.

(3)@a) If a challenge in accordance with the provisions of Subsection B of this
Section is sustained, the vote shall not be counted and the board shall write
“rejected” and the cause therefor across the ballot envelope or early voting
confirmation sheet, and shall place the ballots and early voting confirmation
sheets so rejected in the special, secure absentee by mail and early voting
ballot container. The board shall notify the voter in writing of the challenge
and the cause therefor. The notification shall be on a form provided by the
secretary of state and shall be signed by at least a majority of the members
of the board. The notice of the challenge and the cause therefor shall be
given within four business days by mail addressed to the voter at his place
of residence. The board shall retain a copy of the notification. The registrar
shall record the reason for the rejection in the state voter registration computer
system.

§1317. Curing absentee by mail ballot deficiencies; rejection of deficient
ballots

The secretary of state shall promulgate and adopt rules as necessary to
effectuate uniform and standardized processes for the review and curing or
rejection of deficient absentee by mail ballots by the parish board of election
supervisors, shall maintain records of all ballots rejected pursuant to the
provisions of R.S. 18:1315(C)(3)(a), and shall include information detailing the
total number of ballots rejected per parish and the reasons for their rejection

in the post-election statistical data published to the website of the secretary of
state.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2025.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 522
SENATE BILL NO. 385
BY SENATOR WHEAT
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 46:1072(5), relative to strategic plans; to provide
for definitions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 46:1072(5) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§1072. Definitions

As used in this Subpart, the following words and phrases shall have the
following meanings ascribed for each unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

(5) “Strategic pltans plan” means any plan, strategy, or device developed
or intended to construct, operate, or maintain a health facility or to engage
in providing, promoting, or selling a hospital health service, including any
type of information related to the implementation or maintenance of the plan,
strategy. or device.

koo sk

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 523
SENATE BILL NO. 401
BY SENATOR REESE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:39.1(C) and 39.2(D) and to enact R.S. 14:2(B)

(62), relative to the crimes of vehicular negligent injuring and first degree

vehicular negligent injuring; to increase the penalties for vehicular

negligent injuring and first degree vehicular negligent injuring under

certain circumstances; to provide that first degree vehicular negligent

injuring is a crime of violence under certain circumstances; and to provide

for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:39.1(C) and 39.2(D) are hereby amended and reenacted and
R.S. 14:2(B)(62) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2. Definitions

kok ok

B.Inthis Code, “crime of violence” means an offense that has, as an element,
the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the person
or property of another, and that, by its very nature, involves a substantial
risk that physical force against the person or property of another may be
used in the course of committing the offense or an offense that involves the

possession or use of a dangerous weapon. The following enumerated offenses
and attempts to commit any of them are included as “crimes of violence”:

(62) First degree vehicular negligent injuring, when the operator’s blood
alcohol concentration exceeds 0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol
per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood.

§39.1. Vehicular negligent injuring

C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of vehicular negligent injuring shall be
fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six
months, or both.

(2) Whoever commits the crime of vehicular negligent injuring and who had a
blood alcohol concentration, at the time of the commission of the offense, of at
least 0.15 percent but less than 0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol
per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, shall be fined not more than one
thousand dollars and imprisoned for not less than seven days nor more than six
months. At least seven days of the sentence imposed by this Paragraph shall be
served without the benefit of probation or suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of vehicular negligent injuring and who had a
blood alcohol concentration, at the time of the commission of the offense, of at
least 0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic
centimeters of blood, shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars and
imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than six months. At least
thirty days of the sentence imposed by this Paragraph shall be served without

the benefit of probation or suspension of sentence.
§39.2. First degree vehicular negligent injuring
ES £ £

D.)Whoever commits the crime of first degree vehicular negligent injuring
shall be fined not more than two five thousand dollars or imprisoned with or
without hard labor for not more than five ten years, or both.

(2) Whoever commits the crime of first degree vehicular negligent injuring
and who had either a blood alcohol concentration, at the time of the commission
of the offense, of at least 0.15 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol per
one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, or has a prior conviction for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated, shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars and
imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than two years nor more than
ten years. At least two years of the sentence imposed shall be served without
the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. During any period of
probation, the court shall order the offender to participate in a court-approved
substance abuse treatment program and may require successful completion of

a court-approved driver improvement program.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 524
SENATE BILL NO. 429
BY SENATOR COUSSAN
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 15:563(A)(4), (B), the introductory paragraph of (C)

(1), and (C)(2), and 563.2 as enacted by Act No. 460 of the 2023 Regular Session,

and to repeal R.S. 15:563(E) as enacted by Act No. 460 of the 2023 Regular

Session, relative to offenses against minors; to provide for the Child Abuse

and Neglect Registry; to provide for registration requirements; to provide

for duration of registration; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 15:563(A)(4), (B), the introductory paragraph of (C)(1), and (C)
(2), and 563.2 as enacted by Act No. 460 of the 2023 Regular Session are hereby
amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§563. Registration of persons convicted of child abuse or neglect

A. Any person residing in this state who has pled guilty or nolo contendere
to, or has been convicted of, any of the following felony offenses, or who has
pled guilty or nolo contendere to, or has been convicted of any conspiracy
to commit any of the following felony offenses, where the victim is a minor,
as defined in Children’s Code Article 116, may be required to register and
provide notification as a child abuser in accordance with the provisions of
this Chapter:

EE

(4) R.S. 14:35.3(K), (L), (M), (N), (0), or (P) (Domestic abuse battery)
ko ok ok

B.(1) Upon conviction, the court shall provide written notification to any
person convicted of an offense listed in Subsection A of this Section when the
victim is a minor that and when he shall be required to register on the Child
Abuse and Neglect Registry upon release, or as a condition of his probation
or parole.

(2) An offender listed in Subsection A of this Section who is required to
register shall register in person with the sheriff of the parish of the person’s
residence, or residences, if there is more than one, and with the chief
of police if the address of any of the person’s residences is located in an
incorporated area which has a police department. If the offender resides in a
municipality with a population in excess of three hundred thousand persons,
he shall register in person with the police department of his municipality of

THE ADVOCATE * As it appears in the enrolled bill
PAGE 35

CODING: Words in struek-throtigh type are deletions from existing law; words under-
scored (House Bills) and underscored and boldfaced (Senate Bills) are additions.




residence.

C.(1) No later than three business days after release, the offender wheo is
required to register shall register and provide all of the following information
to the appropriate law enforcement agencies listed in Subsection B of this
Section:

(2)(@)(i) Failure to register as required in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection
shall constitute a violation of this Chapter.

(ii) Knowingly providing false information to any law enforcement officer,
office, or agency required to receive registration information pursuant to the
provisions of this Chapter shall constitute a failure to register and;upon .

(b) Upon conviction, the offender shall be fined not more than one thousand
dollars and be imprisoned for not more than one year with or without hard
labor.

§563.2. Duration of registration and notification period

Apersonrequired to register pursuant to the provisions ofthis Chapter shall
comply with the requirement and keep current his registration information for
ten years from the date of initial registration in Louisiana for a first offense
and for the duration of the lifetime of the offender for a second or subsequent
offense, unless the underlying conviction is reversed, set aside, or vacated.

Section 2. R.S. 15:563(E) as enacted by Act No. 460 of the 2023 Regular
Session is hereby repealed.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 525
SENATE BILL NO. 440
BY SENATOR PRESSLY AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 17:392.14, relative to special funds in the state treasury; to create

the Dyslexia Fund as a special fund in the state treasury; to provide for the

transfer, dedication, deposit, and use, as specified of the Dyslexia Fund; to

provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 17:392.14 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§392.14. Dyslexia Fund

A. There is hereby established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the
Dyslexia Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “fund”.

B. The fund shall consist of any monies transferred or appropriated by the
legislature and any grants, gifts, or donations received by the state for the
purposes of this Section. Monies appropriated or transferred into the fund shall
be deposited by the state treasurer after compliance with the requirements of
Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond
Security and Redemption Fund.

C. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of the
fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in the fund shall be invested

by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund,
and interest earned on the investment of monies in the fund shall be credited

to the fund.
D. Subject to an appropriation by the legislature, monies in the fund shall be
used solely to fund costs associated with the administration of a core assessment

used to test students for dyslexia as provided by law.
Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor

or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 526
SENATE BILL NO. 452
BY SENATORS MCMATH, MIZELL, OWEN AND WHEAT AND
REPRESENTATIVE CARVER
AN ACT

To enact Part VI of Chapter 36 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, to be comprised of R.S. 13:5771 through 5773, and to repeal R.S. 13:5726,
relative to the coroner of St. Tammany Parish; to provide for qualifications
for the St. Tammany Parish coroner; to provide for duties of the St. Tammany
Parish coroner; to provide for oversight by the St. Tammany Parish Council;
to provide for the collection and distribution of funds designated for the
St. Tammany Parish coroner’s office; to provide for an effective date; and to
provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part VI of Chapter 36 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, comprised of R.S. 13:5771 through 5773, is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

PART VI. ST. TAMMANY PARISH

§5771. St. Tammany Parish coroner; qualifications

A.In addition to the qualifications provided for in R.S. 13:5704, in St. Tammany
Parish, a person shall satisfy all of the following in order to serve as coroner:

(1) Be a citizen of the United States.

(2) Be at least twenty-one years of age.

(3) Be of good moral and ethical character and temperate habits.

(4) Not be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction incompetent by
reason of mental defect or disease which has not been restored.

5) Not have been convicted in any jurisdiction of any aggravated offense
as defined in R.S. 15:541, criminal offense against a victim who is a minor as
defined in R.S. 15:541, sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541, or sexual offense
against a victim who is a minor as defined in R.S. 15:541.

B.Priorto qualifying for an election for coroner in St. Tammany Parish, a person
shall certify, under oath, that he satisfies the criteria set forth in Subsection
A of this Section and shall submit the results of a criminal history record
information obtained from the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and
Information of the office of state police within the Department of Public Safety
and Corrections. The attestation and criminal history record information shall
be presented to the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court to verify eligibility to be
a candidate for coroner.

§5772. St. Tammany Parish coroner; duties; accountability

A. In addition to the duties provided for in R.S. 13:5713, the coroner in St.
Tammany Parish shall maintain records to account for his time, work product,
and expenditures and submit the data to the parish council in a manner and
frequency prescribed by the council.

B. If the council finds that, after being elected, it is determined that the
coroner is not in compliance with the qualifications set forth in R.S. 13:5771, the
council may take any action allowable by law to remove the coroner, including
but not limited to an action for malfeasance in office. Nothing in this Subsection
shall be construed to prohibit a recall election pursuant to R.S. 18:1300.1 et seq.

§5773. St. Tammany Parish; coroner; ad valorem tax; compensation of coroner
and employees

A.(1) The sheriff of St. Tammany Parish shall collect and transfer to the
governing authority of St. Tammany Parish all tax revenues from the ad
valorem tax levied by St. Tammany Parish for coroner purposes and approved
by a majority of the electors of the parish at an election held for that purpose on
November 2, 2004, including any extensions or renewals.

(2) The St. Tammany Parish coroner’s office shall transfer all funds on hand
received from the ad valorem tax to the governing authority of St. Tammany
Parish, less and except amounts needed for operation for the remainder of
calendar year 2024, with the amount being determined by the St. Tamman
Parish Department of Finance.

B. The revenues transferred to the governing authority pursuant to Subsection
A of this Section shall be deposited into a special account and expended solely for
the purposes set forth in the ad valorem tax proposition approved by the voters
on November 2, 2004, less and except St. Tammany Parish’s administrative fees,
costs associated with administration of the ad valorem tax levied, St. Tammany
Parish’s costs associated with oversight of the St. Tammany Parish coroner’s
office including expert fees and costs of investigations and audits, and amounts
n ar rvice bon r other ligation I the ad valorem

tax. St. Tammany Parish shall be considered to have fully and completely met
i ligation fund th . Tammany Parish coroner’s offi forth in

R.S. 13:5706 and 5710 for the life of the ad valorem tax. Until the expiration of
h lorem tax, and n ithstanding any provisions of 1 ntrar:

St. Tammany Parish shall not be obligated to pay any other fee or cost and all
ligation h roner are limi rovi for in thi ion.
C.(1) All salaries or fees associated with the operation of the coroner’s office

shall be funded and paid from revenues collected pursuant to Subsection A of

this Section.
An annual salary shall lish h rnin hori f th

parish of St. Tammany to be paid to the coroner in lieu of all fees for his services
as parish coroner, ex officio parish physician, or health officer. The salary shall
be the average of the salaries of the St. Tammany Parish sheriff, assessor, and
clerk.

(3) The coroner shall establish an annual salary for the deputy or assistant
coroners, secretaries, stenographers, clerks, technicians, investigators, official
photographers, or other employees.

D. The office of the coroner of St. Tammany Parish shall not own or acquire
immovable property. Any and all immovable property. including buildings,
mponen r n her rtenan revi 1 n Tamman
Parish and transferred to the St. Tammany Parish coroner’s office shall be
transferred to the governing authority of St. Tammany Parish free and clear of
all mortgages, liens, or other encumbrances within six months of the effective

date of this Section.

E. Within six months of the effective date of this Section, the governing

hori f Tammany Parish and th Tammany Parish coroner’s offi
shall enter into a restated cooperative endeavor agreement, including but not
limi he following provisions:

(1) Requiring use of all tax revenues in strict conformity with the tax

proposition approved by the voters.

(2) Requiring compliance with public bid and procurement laws.
Section 2. R.S. 13:5726 is hereby repealed.
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Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 527
SENATE BILL NO. 460
BY SENATOR DUPLESSIS
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 33:4081.1, relative to water systems; to provide with respect to
municipalities and municipal water systems; to provide relative to lead
service line replacement; to provide for right of entry; to provide with
respect to terms, conditions, and procedures; to provide for notice and
notice requirements; to provide for definitions; to provide for funding; and
to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:4081.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§4081.1. Lead service line replacement; right of entry

A. A municipality may adopt an ordinance that allows the municipality or
municipal water system, or any agent thereof, to enter a property within the
municipality to perform a lead service line replacement, provided that the
municipality provides the owner and any residents of the property with notice at
least seven days before entering the property, unless in the case of an emergency
as determined by the municipality or municipal water system. A municipality
may not enter into a property that is not directly related to performing a lead
service line replacement.

B. For the purposes of this Section, notice to the owner and any residents of
the property shall include an attempt to inform the owner and any residents
in person of the date and time of the lead service line replacement, and if the
owner or a resident is unable to be reached in person, the municipality shall
send, by certified mail, a letter to the owner and any residents or post a written
notice in a prominent location on the property which shall include:

(1) The scheduled date and time of the lead service line replacement and who
will be performing the replacement.

(2) The likely extent of water service disruption.

(3) Nearby locations where the municipality or a public water system is
distributing supplementary drinking water, if any.

(4) Any remedies that the municipality shall take if the municipality or
municipal water system, or an agent thereof, is unable to access the property.

C. In addition to the notice requirements of Subsection B of this Section, a
municipality shall send, by certified mail, the owner a letter after the completion
of the replacement stating the approximate time that the replacement occurred,
and providing a brief summary of the work performed.

D.A in thi ion:

(1) “Municipal water system” means a municipal utilities authority, water
district, waterworks, water commission, joint meeting or any other political

subdivision of the state authorized pursuant to law to operate or maintain a

li r m or nstr rehabili ra r maintain water
supply facilities or otherwise provide water for human consumption.
“ ice line” means the pi ing, and fittin nnecting a municipal

water main to a building or structure, and also includes the water meter for the
property.

Section 2. The provisions of this Act shall become effective if and when
the Louisiana Constitution is amended to allow the use of public funds by a
political subdivision for the purpose of identifying, inventorying, removing
or replacing drinking water service lines composed of or harmfully affected
by hazardous materials including but not limited to lead, copper, galvanized
steel or iron.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 528
SENATE BILL NO. 467
BY SENATOR REESE
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 15:150(C), 152(B)(2) and (13), 161(A), (E)(11), (H)(D),
and (D, 162(D) and (F), 167(E), 168(A) and (E)3), 175(A)(1)(d) and (f), 176(C),
185.2(4) and (8), 186.2(4) and (8), and 186.3(B)(10), to enact R.S. 33:447.11.1,
and to repeal R.S. 33:447.11, relative to indigent defender representation; to
provide for the executive staff general qualifications; to provide for duties
of the state public defender; to provide for powers and duties of the district
public defenders; to provide for vacancies of the district public defenders;
to provide for the Louisiana Public Defender Fund; to provide for the
district indigent defender fund; to provide for proceedings to determine

indigency; to provide for partial reimbursement by indigents; to provide

for definitions; to provide for the Safe Return Representation Program; to

provide for additional court costs in certain mayor’s courts with proceeds
remitted to applicable indigent defender funds; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 15:150(C), 152(B)2) and (13), 161(A), (E)A1), (H)(1), and (D),
162(D) and (F), 167(E), 168(A) and (E)(3), 175(A)(1)(d) and (f), 176(C), 185.2(4) and
(8), 186.2(4) and (8), and 186.3(B)(10) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:

§150. Executive staff for office; general qualiﬁcations

C.The executive staffpos1t10ns shall be permanent full- time state employees
of the ofﬁce at .

sk ok

§152. State public defender; qualifications; powers and duties; salary
ko ok £

B. The state public defender shall:
kook sk
(2) Develop, present for the board’s approval, and implement a strategic
plan, standards, and guidelines for the delivery of public defender services.

13) Assrs-t—t—h&beard—rn—est—a—b—l—rsl‘nﬂg Establish the

policies; and procedures for the statewide delivery of indigent defender
services in accordance with rules adopted by the office and as required by
statute.

§161. District public defender; powers; duties; accounting; audit reporting;
existing ehiefindigent district public defenders continued; establishment of
office of the district effiee public defender

A. Except as otherwise provided for in this Section, the office shall empley
or contract, for a period of up to five years, with a district public defender to
provide for the delivery and management of public defender services in each
judicial district through the office of the district public defender. The office of
the district public defender shall be a local body corporate with the power to sue
and be sued, to enter into contracts on such terms and conditions as it deems
advisable, and with all other general obligations and privileges of local political
subdivisions. The district public defender shall be the policymaker for the
office of the district public defender and shall be responsible for ensuring that

the office of the district public defender satisfies its obligations and privileges
under Louisiana law.

E. Each district public defender shall:
(11D Maintain a client workload for the distriet office of the district public
defender as determined by the state public defender.

H.(1) In an effort to maintain continuity of indigent publl defender serv1ces
in each judicial district, any person employed serving as the
district publl defender of a judicial district shall continue to

contract with; the office and serve as the district public
defender of that district.
kook sk

I. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any attorney
under contract with the office, the district public defender,
or nonprofit organization contracting with the office, district public defender,
or the office to provide legal counsel to an indigent person in a criminal
proceeding shall be licensed to practice law in the state of Louisiana. The
provisions of this Subsection shall not be construed to prohibit the use of an
attorney licensed to practice law in another state to provide legal counsel
to an indigent person in a criminal proceeding on a pro bono basis or who
is receiving compensation from a grant administered by the office or from a
grant administered by any nonprofit organization contracting with the office,
provided that the out-of-state attorney is authorized to perform those services
by the Louisiana Supreme Court. The legislature hereby specifically states
that the provisions of this Subsection are in no way intended to, nor shall they
be, construed in any manner which will impair any contractual obligations
heretofore existing on June 1, 2007, of any out-of-state attorney authorized
by the Louisiana Supreme Court to practice law in this state to provide legal

counsel to an indigent person in a criminal proceeding.

§162. Vacancies in position of district public defender; formation of district
public defender selection committee; powers and duties of committee;
process for filling vacancy for district public defender; interim district public
defender

D. Within thirty days of receiving the nominations for the position of district
public defender from the selection committee, the office shall
contract with a district public defender from the list of nominees submitted
to the board.

F. Whenever a vacancy occurs for the position of district public defender
in any judicial district having a population of less than thirty thousand,
or having less than four attorneys providing public defender services, the
office shall evaluate the district and make a determination regarding the
appropriateness of employingor contracting with a district public defender
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or authorizing a district public defender from a contiguous judicial district
to manage and supervise public defender services in that judicial district. If
a decision is made by the office to empleyor contract with a district public
defender, the office shall use the selection process provided for in this Section
to fill that vacancy.

s sk ok

§167. Louisiana Public Defender Fund

E. The office shall dedicate and disburse at least seventy-five percent of
the entirety of its annual budget and its funds in the LPD Fund as defined
in Subsection A of this Section each fiscal year to the offices of the district
defender—offiees public defenders and their indigent defender funds as
defined in R.S. 15:168(A) in the various judicial districts throughout the state.
The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to statutorily dedicated
funds or funds received through the awarding of grants.

§168. Judicial district indigent defender fund

A.Thereis hereby created within each judicial district an indigent defender
fund which shall be administered by the district public defender on behalf of
the office of the district public defender for that judicial district and composed
of funds provided for by this Section and such funds as may be appropriated
or otherwise made available to it.

E.

(3) No court shall have jurisdiction to order the payment of any funds
administered by the LouisianaPublie DPefenderBoard office or district public
defender for expert witnesses, or for any other reason.

§175. Proceedings to determine indigency

A.(D

(d) If the court makes the preliminary determination that the accused is
or may be indigent, the court shall require the accused to make application
to the office of the district public defender offiee or an attorney appointed
or under contract to provide indigent defender services, who shall inquire
further into the accused’s economic status and, upon determining that the
accused is indigent, shall file a certification thereof, in such form as the
court may require and without paying costs in advance, in the record of the
proceeding or enroll as counsel.

E

(® An accused person or, if applicable, a parent or legal guardian of an
accused minor or an accused adult person who is claimed as a dependent on
the federal income tax submission of his parent or legal guardian, who makes
application to the office of the district effice public defender certifying that
he is financially unable to employ counsel and requesting representation
by indigent defense counsel or conflict counsel, shall pay a nonrefundable
application fee of forty dollars to the office of the district effiee public
defender or its designee, which fee shall be in addition to all other fees or
costs lawfully imposed. If the office or other appropriate official determines
that the person does not have the financial resources to pay the application
fee based upon the financial information submitted, the fee may be waived or
reduced. An accused who is found to be indigent may not be refused counsel
for failure to pay the application fee.

§176. Partial reimbursement by indigents

C.(1) When an accused is initially determined to be indigent and appointed
counsel but subsequently hires private counsel, the court shall conduct a
contradictory hearing to determine the expenses of representing the accused
incurred by the office of the district effiee public defender or the service region,
where applicable. Upon determining the expenses incurred, the accused
shall, within the discretion of the court, be liable to reimburse the office of
the district effiee public defender or service region, where applicable, those
expenses, upon a determination that the accused was in fact not initially
indigent. A judgment for the amount owed may be recorded in the mortgage
records in favor of the board for the payment of money against the accused
and may be enforced as provided by law.

(2) All funds received by the office of the district effiee public defender shall
be deposited into the judicial district indigent defender fund as provided for
in R.S. 15:168.

(3) Failure of the accused to disclose the full amount involved in the hiring
shall constitute grounds for contempt of court.

§185.2. Definitions

As used in this Part, the following words shall have the following meanings:

(4) “District public defender”, “chief indigent defender”, or “chief public
defender” means an attorney under contract with the office
to supervise service providers and enforce standards and guidelines within a
judicial district or multiple judicial districts.

(8) “Public defender” or “indigent defender” means an attorney employed
by or under contract with the-board; the office of the district public defender;
or a nonprofit organization contracting with the board or the district public
defender to provide representation, including curatorship appointments, to
indigent or absent parents in child abuse and neglect cases as required by

the provisions of the Children’s Code.
koo sk

§186.2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part, the following words shall have the following
meanings:

(4) “District public defender”, “chief indigent defender”, or “chief public
defender” means an attorney under contract with the board
office to supervise service providers and enforce standards and guidelines
within a judicial district or multiple judicial districts.

(8) “Public defender” or “indigent defender” means an attorney employed
by or under contract with the office; of the district public defender; or a
nonprofit organization contracting with the office or of the district public
defender to provide representation as required by the provisions of the
Children’s Code.

§186.3. Safe Return Representation Program; duties of the office; subject to
appropriation

B. In the administration of the Safe Return Program, the office shall:

(10) Employand-train Train attorneys and other staff as may be necessary
to carry out the functions of the program. All attorneys representing indigent
children through this program shall be licensed to practice law in Louisiana
and qualified in accordance with the standards and guidelines adopted by

rule of the board.

Section 2. R.S. 33:447.11.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:
447.11.1. Mayor’s court; certain municipalities; additional court costs

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the mayors
of the municipalities of DeQuincy, Iowa, Vinton, and Westlake may impose
additional court costs not to exceed twenty dollars for each offense, as defined by
ordinance, on any defendant convicted of a violation of a municipal ordinance or
traffic violation, provided that fifty percent of any additional court cost collected
pursuant to this Section shall be remitted to the Fourteenth Judicial District’s
Indigent Defender Fund.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the additional costs
levied pursuant to R.S. 40:2264 and 2266.1 in excess of ten dollars per offense
shall be optional in any mayor’s court that actually levies the additional costs
authorized pursuant to Subsection A of this Section.

Section 3. R.S. 33:447.11 is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 529
SENATE BILL NO. 469
BY SENATOR PRICE
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4690.13(C)(1) and to repeal R.S. 33:4690.13(H),
relative to Ascension Parish Road Infrastructure Development Districts; to
provide relative to the powers of the districts; to provide relative to the
termination date of the districts; and to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:4690.13(C)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§4690.13. Ascension Parish Road Infrastructure Development Districts

E

C. Special powers. The district may, subject to applicable regulatory
jurisdiction and permitting authority of other public entities and officials,
finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct or reconstruct, enlarge
or extend, equip, operate, and maintain systems, facilities, and basic road
infrastructures for the following:

(1) Bridges, or culverts, and other drainage facilities that may be needed
across orinany drain, ditch, canal, floodway, holding basin, excavation, public
highway, tract, grade, fill, or cut, and roadways over levees and embankments,
and may construct any and all of such works and improvements across,
through, or over any public right-of-way, highway, grade, fill, or cut.

Section 2. R.S. 33:4690.13(H) is hereby repealed.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
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the day following such approval.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 530
SENATE BILL NO. 475
BY SENATOR OWEN
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 17:17.8, relative to curricula requirements; to provide relative to
high school graduation requirements; to provide for virtual teaching under
certain circumstances; to provide relative to a virtual Health Education
course; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:17.8 is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§17.8. Health Education requirement; virtual course
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a one-half
credit course in Health Education that is required for a high school diploma
shall be offered virtually to any student that is required to enroll in a physical
education course for at least two consecutive school years.
B. No policy or administrative rule promulgated by the State Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education that is contrary to this Section shall be
enforced.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 531
SENATE BILL NO. 480
BY SENATOR BOUDREAUX AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 34:291(A), 292(B)(1)(b), 293(A)X(1), 293.1(A), (EX(1) and

(F)Q), to enact R.S. 34:291(B)(1)(m) and 34:293.2, and to repeal 33:4720.171,

relative to Lafayette Parish; to provide relative to the Lafayette Economic

Development Authority; to provide relative to redevelopment authority;

to provide relative to the composition of the board; to provide relative to

the powers and functions of the board; to provide relative to cooperative
endeavor agreements; to provide for the termination of the North Lafayette

Redevelopment Authority; and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 34:291(A), 292(B)(1)(b), 293(A)(1), 293.1(A), (E)(1) and (F)(1)
are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 34:291(B)(1)(m) and 34:293.2 are
hereby enacted to read as follows:

§291. Creation; territorial limits and jurisdiction

A. The Lafayette Economic Development Authority, hereinafter referred to
as the authority or the district, is created as a political subdivision of the
state of Louisiana, and its territorial limits and jurisdiction shall extend
throughout the parish of Lafayette. Such authority shall continue to constitute
a political subdivision, a redevelopment authority pursuant to R.S. 34:293.2,
and a harbor and terminal district originally created under the provisions
of Article XIV, Section 30.1 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1921 and Article
X1V, Section 31 thereof, continued as a statute at R.S. 34:340.1 through 340.6.

B.(1) The Lafayette Economic Development Authority is established for the
purpose of having a council composed of representatives from the business
community, parish and city governments, the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette, and the South Louisiana Community College to perform the
functions of an economic and industrial development agency. Such functions
may include, without limitation:

(m) Leveraging economic and community development strategies to engage in

nd fi I I lopment and revitalization iviti ithin distr r
with the parish.

§292. Board of commissioners

B.(1) The commissioners shall be appointed as follows:

(b) Two members, one of whom shall be a racial minority, shall be appointed
by the Lafayette Mayor-President. The Lafayette Mayor-President may serve
as one of the appointments.

§293. Powers of board; title to structures

A.(1) The board has the power to regulate the commerce and traffic of the

harbor and terminal district in any manner that may in its judgment be best
for the public interest. It has all the rights, privileges, and immunities granted
to corporations in Louisiana. It may administer, contract for, operate, and
maintain wharves, warehouses, landings, docks, sheds, belt and connecting
railroads, canals, basins, locks, elevators, and other structures and facilities
necessary or proper for the use and development of the business of the district,
including buildings and equipment for the accommodation of passengers and
in the handling, storage, transportation, and delivery of freight, express, and
mail. It may maintain proper depths of water to accommodate the business of
the district; provide mechanical facilities and equipment for use in connection
with the wharves, sheds, docks, elevators, warehouses, and other structures;
provide light, water, and police protection for the district and for all harbor
and terminal facilities situated therein. It may make and collect reasonable
charges for the use of all structures, works, and facilities administered, and
for any and all services rendered by it. It may regulate reasonably the fees or
rentals and-eharges charged toe-be-madeby for use of privately owned wharves,
docks, warehouses, elevators, or other privately owned facilities located on
property owned or sold by the authority and-otherfaeilities-within the limits
of the district when the same are offered for the use of the public or by a
private industrial, commercial, research, or other economic development entity
or activity.

§293.1. Additional powers; industrial development

A. The district shall have authority to construct and/or acquire land and
improvements to construct, operate, and maintain facilities, improvements,
infrastructure, industrial parks and/or industrial plant buildings within
the district, including sites and other necessary property or appurtenances
therefor, and to acquire, construct, improve, operate, maintain and provide
improvements and services necessary therefor, including but not limited to
buildings, roads, street lighting, bridges, rail facilities, drainage, sewers,
sewerage disposal facilities, solid waste disposal facilities, waterworks
and other utilities and related properties. The district shall also have the
authority to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of, by suitable and appropriate
contract, to any enterprise locating or existing within the district, all or any
part of an industrial plant site, industrial plant building or other property
owned by the district. In determining the consideration for any contract
to lease, sell or otherwise dispose of lands, buildings or other property of
the district, the board may take into consideration the value of the lands,
buildings or other properties involved as well as the potential value of the
economic impact of the industrial or business enterprise being induced to
locate or expand within the district. Such economic impact shall include
increased employment, increased use of local labor, wages and salaries to be
paid, consumption of local materials, products and resources and special tax
revenues to be generated by the industrial or business enterprise acquiring
or leasing lands, buildings or other property from the district. In no event,
however, and under no circumstances shall the board dispose of any property
of the district for less than fifty percent of the appraised value of the property
without the prior approval of the governing authority of the parish, which
approval shall be by resolution adopted by a simple majority.

£ £ &

E.(1D) The district shall have authority to enter into any cooperative endeavor.
“Cooperative endeavor” means any form of economic development assistance
between or among the district and the state, any of its local governmental
subdivisions, political corporations, or public benefit corporations, the United
States or its agencies, or any public or private association, corporation, or
individual. The district shall have the authority to convey to the United States,
the state, or to any political subdivision of the state any land. property, right-of-
way, easement, servitude, or other thing of value, which the authority may own
or acquire, for use by such governmental entity to accomplish the objectives and
purposes of the authority, pursuant to the terms of any appropriate cooperative
endeavor agreement. The term “cooperative endeavor” shall include, but not
be limited to, cooperative financing, cooperative development, or any other
form of cooperative economic development activity.

F. The authority is likewise hereby authorized and shall have the authority
and power necessary in order to carry out and effectuate the purposes and
provisions of this Part, including, without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, the following specific authority and powers, which shall be in
addition to others herein granted:

(1) To apply for and to receive and accept for or from any federal agency, the
state, or political subdivision of the state or for or from any public or private
source any grants, loans, lea ntributions, e+ advances, or any form of
financial assistance for or in the aid of an economic development cooperative
endeavor, project, or projects, to give and accept such equity or security as
may be required, and to enter into and carry out a contract or contracts of
agreements in connection therewith; i i i ts—gi

s sk ok

§293.2. Additional powers; redevelopment

With regard to redevelopment functions, the authority, through the board,
shall have all powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the
purposes and provisions of this Part within the territory comprised of all of the
territory included within House of Representatives District No. 44 and Districts
1 and 5 of the Lafayette City Council as geographically drawn on June 20, 2022,
including but not limited to the following:

(1) The authority shall have the power to create and execute redevelopment
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plans for specified areas within the territory defined in this Section. The
implementation of all such plans shall not proceed until, to the extent required
by law, the authority has obtained the approval of the local planning commission
or zoning board. In the execution of such redevelopment plan, the authority
shall have the powers provided in this Subsection.

(2) To undertake and carry out redevelopment projects and related activities.

3) To develop, test, and report methods and techniques and carry out
demonstrations and other activities for the prevention and the elimination of
slums and urban blight.

4) To plan, develop, regulate, operate, and maintain activities and planned
land uses to foster any type of property development.

(5) The authority may purchase adjudicated properties within the territory
defined in this Section from any political subdivision of the state of Louisiana.

(6) The authority may purchase, sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of
or transfer to or with other political subdivision of this state or public or private
persons at public or private sale any land, property, improvements, or portions
thereof, including immovable property and housing, which is, in the opinion of
the board, appropriate to accomplish the objective and purposes of the district.
Prior to any sale, lease, conveyance, disposition, or transfer of property pursuant
to this Paragraph, the authority shall fix the price and terms of the sale, lease,
exchange, or other contract to be made with reference to the property. Such
sale, lease, conveyance, disposition, or transfer shall comply with the terms and
provisions of this Part.

(7) The authority may sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise transfer immovable
property or any interest therein acquired by it for residential commercial or
industrial uses or for public use, subject to such covenants, conditions, and
restrictions, including covenants running with the land, as it may deem to be
necessary or desirable to assist in carrying out the purposes of this Part.

(8) The authority may temporarily operate, maintain, or lease immovable
property acquired by it in a redevelopment area for or in connection with a
redevelopment project pending disposition of the property as authorized in this
part for such uses and purposes as may be deemed desirable even though not in
connection with the redevelopment plan.

(9)The authoritymaydispose ofanyimmovable property within aredevelopment
area acquired by purchasing adjudicated properties. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, immovable property acquired in accordance with the
redevelopment plan may be disposed of to a public body for public reuse.

(10) To require and issue licenses.

(11) To levy and collect sales and use taxes within the boundaries of the
district for such purposes and at such rate as provided by the propositions
authorizing their levy, not to exceed in aggregate one percent, which taxes may
not exceed the limitation set forth in the Constitution of Louisiana, provided the
proposition submitted to a vote in accordance with the Louisiana Election Code
shall be approved by a majority of the qualified electors of the jurisdiction of the
authority voting in an election held for that purpose.

Section 2. R.S. 33:4720.171 is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Louisiana comprised of the area following as described below, subject to and
less and except the exclusions defined in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection:

An area described herein starting at the Point of Beginning with NAD 27
Louisiana South State Plane coordinates 564,683.09 north and 1,783,250.72 east
and thence S 47°24’38” E for a distance of 66.98 feet; thence S 49°12°31” E for a
distance of 181.49 feet; thence S 53°20°54” E for a distance of 104.71 feet; thence
S 49°08’03” E for a distance of 304.09 feet; thence S 43°05°29” E for a distance of
62.69 feet; thence S 48°47°16” E for a distance of 192.41 feet; thence S 49°09°06” E
for a distance of 357.10 feet; thence N 28°42°08” E for a distance of 138.21 feet;
thence S 50°49°52” E for a distance of 66.05 feet; thence S 28°49°08” W for a
distance of 139.24 feet; thence S 48°37°01” E for a distance of 113.67 feet; thence
S 39°24°29” E for a distance of 44.70 feet; thence S 50°08°01” E for a distance of
603.20 feet; thence N 29°27°09” E for a distance of 128.29 feet; thence S 54°18°18”
E for a distance of 50.00 feet; thence S 29°22°08” W for a distance of 134.12 feet;
thence S 30°26’12” W for a distance of 70.61 feet; thence N 49°02°37” W for a
distance of 93.04 feet; thence N 41°50°39” W for a distance of 90.17 feet; thence N
49°03’47” W for a distance of 655.29 feet; thence S 40°50°58” W for a distance of
265.34 feet; thence S 49°37°48” E for a distance of 33.54 feet; thence S 42°29°29” W
for a distance of 77.58 feet; thence S 48°21'27” E for a distance of 655.28 feet;
thence S 50°39°56” E for a distance of 53.49 feet; thence S 44°08°48” W for a
distance of 62.23 feet; thence S 48°36°’28” E for a distance of 291.84 feet; thence S
56°05°23” E for a distance of 65.31 feet; thence N 41°28’00” E for a distance of
75.00 feet; thence S 49°00°06” E for a distance of 43.00 feet; thence S 41°27°59” W
for a distance of 75.00 feet; thence S 45°02°18” W for a distance of 45.15 feet;
thence N 48°36’04” W for a distance of 394.06 feet; thence S 41°23°53” W for a
distance of 379.47 feet; thence S 47°45°37” E for a distance of 655.41 feet; thence
S 48°44°48” E for a distance of 38.20 feet; thence S 36°45’°05” W for a distance of
145.97 feet; thence S 48°59°53” E for a distance of 142.00 feet; thence S 42°26°43”
W for a distance of 8.29 feet; thence S 48°53’40” E for a distance of 150.00 feet;
thence S 41°26°22” W for a distance of 308.42 feet; thence S 44°41°43” W for a
distance of 72.23 feet; thence S 37°18°03” W for a distance of 257.74 feet; thence
S 48°40°02” E for a distance of 14.54 feet; thence S 36°30°08” W for a distance of
30.58 feet; thence N 48°53’17” W for a distance of 381.05 feet; thence N 70°22°52”
W for a distance of 61.77 feet; thence N 76°54’52” W for a distance of 124.13 feet;
thence N 69°13’41” W for a distance of 35.68 feet; thence N 59°44’33” W for a
distance of 221.71 feet; thence N 54°54°19” W for a distance of 66.75 feet; thence
N 42°30’14” W for a distance of 34.64 feet; thence N 31°01’13” W for a distance of
17.36 feet; thence N 19°32°13” W for a distance of 34.64 feet; thence N 04°13°32”
W for a distance of 34.64 feet; thence N 11°05°09” E for a distance of 34.64 feet;
thence N 25°16°35” E for a distance of 139.33 feet; thence N 34°21°20” E for a
distance of 56.45 feet; thence N 41°03’46” E for a distance of 167.19 feet; thence
N 48°43°10” W for a distance of 189.16 feet; thence S 41°10°19” W for a distance of
485.89 feet; thence S 40°47°36” E for a distance of 37.74 feet; thence S 53°22’32” E
for a distance of 7.02 feet; thence S 66°47°20” E for a distance of 13.99 feet; thence
S 84°40’25” E for a distance of 13.99 feet; thence N 77°26°31” E for a distance of
13.99 feet; thence N 64°01°43” E for a distance of 7.02 feet; thence S 57°51°27” W
for a distance of 55.33 feet; thence S 54°54’09” W for a distance of 87.39 feet;
thence S 42°58’14” W for a distance of 92.17 feet; thence S 26°09°03” W for a
distance of 142.69 feet; thence S 00°24°05” W for a distance of 97.15 feet; thence
S 03°49°56” E for a distance of 139.11 feet; thence S 21°50°36” W for a distance of
70.83 feet thence S 44°1 7’41” W for a distance of 215.68 feet thence S 42°22° 35”

for n f fi hen °16°03” W for f110.40 f
thence S 37°55’50” W for a dlstance of 46 13 feet: thence N 47°01 33” W for a

i f 159.14 feet; thence N 45° for a di f 240.82 feet; then

S 46"02 05” W for a distance of 206.47 feet thence S 41°09 21” W for a distance of

Secretary of State 47.08 fi hen 1°36°31” W for n f f hen °43’45”
———————— for a dlstance of 464 95 feet; thence N 22°57’47” W for a dlstance of 166 96 feet;
hence N 31°00° for n f f hence N 49°00° for
ACT No. 532 distance of 25.00 feet thence N 64°40” 01” W for a dlstance of 25.00 feet; thence N
--- 4°04°05” W for n f 46.23 fi hen °24°28” W for n
SENATE BILL NO. 481 42.42 feet thence N 47°10° 05” W for a dlstance 0f 50.97 feet thence N 29°10 06”
BY SENATOR BOUDREAUX AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION for n f fi hence N 17°11’10” W for f1 feet;
AN ACT thence N 26°46°09” W for a dlstance of 75.24 feet; thence N 22°56 48” W for a
To enact R.S. 33:9038.77, relative to the University of Louisiana at Lafayette istan f1 fi hence N 11°39’48” W for f 40.88 fi hen
Economic Development District; to provide for the creation and boundaries N 00°04’ 07” E for a dlstance of 40.88 feet thence N 11°48 03” E for a dlstance of
of the district; to provide for its governance; to provide for the powers and 4 f hen °24°30” E for n f feet; thence N 15°09’11” E
duties of the district, including the authority to levy taxes and special for a dlstance of 58 18 feet; thence N 05°08 50” E for a dlstance of 271.81 feet;
assessments and engage in debt financing; to provide for tax increment then °24°38” for f 14.25 fi hen °03°54” for
financing; and to provide for related matters. distance of 64.12 feet; thence N 12°29’17” W for a distance of 35.02 feet; thence N
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published. 03°20’12” W for a distance of 62.59 feet; thence N 11°05°56” E for a distance of
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 40.69 feet; thence N 25°27’04” E for a distance of 22.05 feet; thence N 45°22°01” W
Section 1. R.S. 33:9038.77 is hereby enacted to read as follows: for i f 101.63 f hence N 45°22°01” W for f117.34 f
§9038.77. The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Economic development thence S 50°21 43” W for a distance of 102 16 feet thence S 38°07 27" E for a
district i f 118.40 feet; then 48° for f1 feet; then
A. Creation. The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Economic Development S 46"16 37” W for a distance of 70.57 feet thence S 56°47’11” W for a dlstance of
District, hereinafter referred to as the “district”, is hereby created in the city of 1.68 feet; thence N 54°04’15” W for f1 1 feet; then °08’48”
Lafayette and parish of Lafayette where the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, W for a distance of 29.37 feet; thence N 81° 17 59” W for a dlstance of 29 37 feet;
hereinafter referr he “university”, is 1 The district i mpri hen °32°51” for n f fi hen i for
of property owned by the university and its affiliated entities and will provide distance of 18.30 feet thence S 85"45’06” W for a dlstance of 10.60 feet thence S
for rati nomic an mmuni lopment among the distri h °24’46” W for f 41.85 fi hen °11°09” W for n
university, the city of Lafayette or the parish of Lafayette, and the state. The 51.78 feet thence S 61° 16’46” W for a dlstance of 342.78 feet- thence S 66"28 12”
istrict i litical ivision of th havi 11 of the righ I for f 301.91 feet; then 1°52’ for £1211.18 fi
privileges, and immunities accorded by law and the Constitution of Louisiana thence S 71°52 20” W for a dlstance of 542.62 feet thence N 32°22°31” W for a
litical ivisions of th j he limitati i in thi istan f feet; then °11’21” W for f31 f hen
Section. S 62°27’01” W for a distance of 107.86 feet thence N 53°07’39” W for a dlstance of
B.Boun 1)Th ncom nar ithin th f Laf: f hen °11°29” W for n f hen ?
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W for a distance of 27.16 feet; thence N 10°27°31” W for a distance of 51.99 feet;
thence N 01°06’50” W for a distance of 81.02 feet; thence N 03°37°11” E for a
distance of 62.26 feet; thence N 00°23’10” E for a distance of 68.37 feet; thence N
21°58°01” E for a distance of 55.41 feet; thence N 36°06’23” W for a distance of
132.22 feet; thence N 33°43°18” W for a distance of 522.85 feet; thence S 54°21°50”
W for a distance of 813.39 feet; thence N 31°53°20” W for a distance of 942.36 feet;
thence S 56°55’°35” W for a distance of 1146.21 feet; thence N 73°00°’17” W for a
distance of 595.62 feet; thence N 29°07°50” W for a distance of 1217.01 feet; thence
N 52°10°07” E for a distance of 932.81 feet; thence N 37°52°30” W for a distance of
985.64 feet; thence N 32°01°39” W for a distance of 454.05 feet; thence N 29°43°56”
W for a distance of 251.58 feet; thence N 56°22’02” E for a distance of 1305.52 feet;
thence N 30°20°29” W for a distance of 1430.70 feet; thence S 60°08’28” W for a
distance of 33.32 feet; thence N 30°22’31” W for a distance of 712.74 feet; thence
N 59°26°48” E for a distance of 1250.24 feet; thence S 31°03°’35” E for a distance of
2649.46 feet; thence N 56°30°59” E for a distance of 247.16 feet; thence S 32°46°49”
E for a distance of 884.75 feet; thence S 34°26°22” E for a distance of 76.73 feet;
thence N 50°32°08” E for a distance of 42.64 feet; thence N 52°13’22” E for a
distance of 42.65 feet; thence N 55°21°53” E for a distance of 38.59 feet; thence S
15°18°33” E for a distance of 11.83 feet; thence S 08°04’11” W for a distance of
24.71 feet; thence S 36°09’14” W for a distance of 46.63 feet; thence S 24°17°18” W
for a distance of 23.60 feet; thence S 07°21°24” W for a distance of 20.83 feet;
thence S 14°14°20” E for a distance of 36.92 feet; thence S 19°41°36” E for a
distance of 23.14 feet; thence S 33°19’37” E for a distance of 975.39 feet; thence S
19°30’14” E for a distance of 45.64 feet; thence S 33°34’15” E for a distance of
1083.15 feet; thence S 34°34’37” E for a distance of 1309.00 feet; thence S 48°19°55”
E for a distance of 43.71 feet; thence S 33°51°24” E for a distance of 991.85 feet;
thence N 70°41°51” E for a distance of 333.53 feet; thence N 64°31’19” E for a
distance of 219.53 feet; thence N 62°06’50” E for a distance of 274.40 feet; thence
N 59°05’37” E for a distance of 586.95 feet; thence N 58°24°27” E for a distance of
206.03 feet; thence N 03°11°'14” W for a distance of 69.60 feet; thence N 01°31°18”
E for a distance of 54.67 feet; thence N 11°26’°33” W for a distance of 48.49 feet;
thence N 16°17°02” W for a distance of 44.08 feet; thence N 43°06’43” E for a
distance of 22.00 feet; thence S 39°09’59” E for a distance of 213.10 feet; thence N
60°10°32” E for a distance of 181.40 feet; thence N 54°40’59” E for a distance of
34.17 feet; thence N 48°26°34” W for a distance of 227.00 feet; thence N 41°09°21”
E for a distance of 320.00 feet; thence S 48°26°34” E for a distance of 106.00 feet;
thence S 10°38°08” E for a distance of 82.28 feet; thence S 21°54°36” W for a
distance of 201.28 feet; thence N 74°33’08” E for a distance of 72.28 feet; thence
N 59°58’56” E for a distance of 149.20 feet; thence S 48°33’07” E for a distance of
6.84 feet; thence N 56°23°49” E for a distance of 128.69 feet; thence N 51°29’33” E
for a distance of 103.23 feet; thence N 47°42°15” E for a distance of 103.23 feet;
thence N 41°29’15” E for a distance of 165.00 feet; thence N 48°29’50” W for a
distance of 216.72 feet; thence S 40°30°09” W for a distance of 100.01 feet; thence
S 48°29°46” E for a distance of 105.01 feet; thence S 41°30°07” W for a distance of
65.00 feet; thence N 48°29°51” W for a distance of 138.84 feet; thence S 19°53°38”
E for a distance of 9.61 feet; thence S 12°50°10” E for a distance of 42.20 feet;
thence S 05°58’59” W for a distance of 19.45 feet; thence S 15°20’49” W for a
distance of 40.01 feet; thence S 21°24°45” W for a distance of 28.53 feet; thence S
31°10’47” W for a distance of 37.87 feet; thence N 48°55°55” W for a distance of
435.23 feet; thence S 40°58’12” W for a distance of 95.93 feet; thence S 40°57°34”
W for a distance of 46.14 feet; thence N 48°26°35” W for a distance of 50.00 feet;
hence N 49°25’04” for a distan f 101.28 f hen 41°24°43” for a
distance of 299.09 feet; thence S 48°54°04” E for a dlstance of 103.00 feet; thence
S 41°22°42” W for a distance of 160.95 feet; thence N 03°52°38” W for a distance of
64.80 feet thence N 21°48’ 09” W for a distance of 20.14 feet; thence N 35°32’ 49”
for f 14.85 fi hence N 49°10’ for a distan f f
thence N 11° 19 32” W for a dlstance of 14 76 feet; thence N 08°05°26” W for a
i f 42.75 feet; then ’ for i f1 4 f hen
S 40°59 14” W for a dlstance of 289.18 feet thence S 41° 13 46” A% for a dlstance of
48.28 feet; then i for n f 318.29 feet; then °37°14”
W for a dlstance of 455.55 feet; thence N 42°14’58” W for a distance of 92.03 feet;
hen °51°24” for f 94.25 f hence N 45°31’42” E for
dlstance of 83.01 feet thence N 38°47’44” W for a dlstance of 66.84 feet; thence N
4°14’59” E for n f f hen °18°07” W for n f
2.78 feet; thence N 54°28 31” E for a dlstance of 104 92 feet thence N 56°03 50” E
for istan 4 fi hence N 42°24°00” E for f1 f
thence N 34°07°02” W for a dlstance of 127.60 feet thence N 06°39’ 7” E for a
istan f 4 f hence N 12°01°23” E for f1 4 f hen
S 34°03°25” E for a dlstance of 115.65 feet; thence N 40°53 52” E for a dlstance of
4 feet; then 47°39’40” E for a di f11 feet; thence N 40°27°56”
E for a distance of 55.05 feet; thence N 40°27°56” E for a distance of 310.98 feet;
hence N 34°11°21” W for n f 534.37 f hen °15’39” E for
distance of 40.05 feet thence N 56°56’12” E for a dlstance of 123.08 feet thence
°48°23” E for f31 feet; then i for n
26.20 feet thence S 13°27’30” W for a dlstance of 16.40 feet; thence S 36 13’'15” W
for n f 52.11 f hen i for n f feet;
thence S 01°30°01” E for a distance of 13.00 feet thence S 56°15’46” W _for a
i f1 feet; then 4°54’03” E for f14 feet; then
40°07’38” E for a distance of 305.87 feet thence S 49°28 51” E for a distance of
f .

48°06’45” E for n f 4 feet; then 42°12°17”
for a distance of 604 80 feet; thence N 20°06°56” W for a distance of 87.26 feet;
hen 45°06° for n f 11 fi hen 48°55°50” E for
distance of 126.08 feet; thence S 41°04’10” W for a dlstance of 225.39 feet; thence
48°55’53” E for a distan f feet; thence N 41°03°36” E for a distan
771.29 feet; thence S 49°00°04” E for a distance of 19.93 feet; thence N 41°20°18”
E for a distan f4 feet; then 48°39°24” E for istan f feet;

thence S 51°33°26” E for a distance of 60.40 feet; thence N 41°14°25” E for a
distance of 169.51 feet; thence N 41°05’30” E for a distance 86.25 feet; thence S
48°19’18” E for a distance 224.38 feet; thence S 35°38°32” W for a distance of 55.60
feet; thence S 30°05°18” W for a distance of 73.77 feet; thence S 30°05°22” W for a
distance of 80.17 feet; thence S 50°00’16” E for a distance of 338.16 feet; thence N
40°56’12” E for a distance of 436.43 feet; thence N 49°00°49” W for a distance of
144.60 feet; thence N 41°13°31” E for a distance of 44.00 feet; thence S 49°00°50”
E for a distance of 144.60 feet; thence N 41°13°53” E for a distance of 156.00 feet;
thence N 49°00°49” W for a distance of 144.60 feet; thence N 41°13°’54” E for a
distance of 200.00 feet; thence S 49°00°49” E for a distance of 144.60 feet; thence
N 40°39°37” E for a distance of 321.23 feet; thence N 49°17°46” W for a distance of
144.00 feet; thence S 39°05’52” W for a distance of 23.93 feet; thence N 49°37°14”
W for a distance of 142.62 feet; thence N 41°06’25” E for a distance of 154.39 feet;
thence N 42°35’29” E for a distance of 56.77 feet to the Point of Beginning.

(2) The following areas shall be excluded from the District (the “District
Exclusions”):

A - Starting at the Point of Beginning with NAD 27 Louisiana South State
Plane coordinates 561,982.26 north and 1,782.044.60 east and thence S 44°20°51”
E for a distance of 395.30 feet; thence S 47°24’°18” W for a distance of 193.37 feet;
thence S 43°58°54” E for a distance of 190.70 feet; thence S 47°55’36” W for a
distance of 208.73 feet; thence N 42°41°41” W for a distance of 279.26 feet; thence
N 47°10°08” E for a distance of 190.81 feet; thence N 46°47°44” W for a distance of
136.93 feet; thence S 44°55’°00” W for a distance of 185.67 feet; thence N 45°18°30”
W for a distance of 121.08 feet; thence N 19°50°27” W for a distance of 28.61
feet; thence N 05°17°34” E for a distance of 23.93 feet; thence N 30°04’47” E for
a distance of 29.06 feet; thence N 46°51°’12” E for a distance of 339.78 feet to the
Point of Beginning.

B - Starting at the Point of Beginning with NAD 27 Louisiana South State
Plane coordinates 563,210.68 north and 1,782,806.33 east and thence S 40°08°35”
E for a distance of 23.82 feet; thence S 48°20°08” E for a distance of 99.95 feet;
thence S 40°43°02” W for a distance of 120.04 feet; thence S 48°14’55” E for a
distance of 14.28 feet; thence S 41°12°49” W for a distance of 290.90 feet; thence
S 48°24°’59” E for a distance of 150.42 feet; thence S 41°11°12” W for a distance of
966.81 feet; thence N 45°24°32” W for a distance of 646.19 feet; thence N 39°48°09”
W for a distance of 257.66 feet; thence N 58°46’33” E for a distance of 358.92 feet;
thence N 59°09’39” E for a distance of 199.61 feet; thence N 58°25’49” E for a
distance of 227.16 feet; thence N 61°30°22” E for a distance of 152.44 feet; thence
S 48°33’43” E for a distance of 238.19 feet; thence N 40°22°05” E for a distance of
116.99 feet; thence S 47°41°05” E for a distance of 85.00 feet; thence N 40°21°53”
E for a distance of 50.98 feet; thence N 47°38’49” W for a distance of 76.00 feet;
thence N 41°17°16” E for a distance of 122.76 feet; thence S 47°07°48” E for a
distance of 74.69 feet; thence N 41°25’16” E for a distance of 125.39 feet to the
Point of Beginning.

C - Starting at the Point of Beginning with NAD 27 Louisiana South State
Plane coordinates 563,962.96 north and 1,782,211.03 east and thence S 30°57°41”
E for a distance of 157.93 feet; thence S 51°52°44” E for a distance of 93.61 feet;
thence S 30°05’22” W for a distance of 80.17 feet; thence S 32°55’02” W for a
distance of 51.54 feet; thence S 24°47°16” W for a distance of 110.28 feet; thence
S 15°22°52” W for a distance of 48.43 feet; thence S 19°53’33” E for a distance of
33.19 feet; thence S 19°53’38” E for a distance of 9.61 feet; thence S 12°50°10”
E for a distance of 42.20 feet; thence S 05°58°59” W for a distance of 19.45 feet;

hence N 48°27 for a distan f 401.47 feet; thence N 41°04°57” E for a

distance of 211.90 feet; thence N 41°14°25” E for a distance of 169.51 feet to the

Point of Beginning.

D - An area on 2nd and 3rd floor of Heritage at Cajun Village Building #5

ri herein startin he Point of Beginnin ith NAD Louisian

South State Plane coordinates 562,547.07 north and 1,781,410.46 east and thence
°38’17” E for a distan f 62.10 feet; then °21’43” W for a distan f

117.37 feet; thence N 39°38’17” W for a distance of 62.10 feet; thence N 50°21’43”

E for i f£117.37 f he Point of Beginning.

E - An area on 2nd, 3rd and 4th floor of Agnes Edwards Hall (formerly
nferen nter ri herein rtin he Point of Beginnin
with NAD 27 Lou1s1ana South State Plane coordlnates 563,025.54 north and

1 hen 48°13’45” E for f41.12 f hen
48°15° 30” E for a dlstance of 104.75 feet thence S 40°19 03” W for a dlstance of
feet; thence N 48°24°59” W for f 150.42 feet; thence N 41°12°49”
E for a distance of 290.90 feet to the P01nt of Beginning.
ithstanding anythin h ntrary in Paragraphs (1) an f thi
Subsection, whether specifically identified or not, the district shall not include
n rtion of the for i rcels or impr hereon that i for
residential purposes, except for hotels, motels, inns, or bed and breakfasts for
mporar n in any form or fashion, includi ith limitation
private or public homes, residences, housing, dwellings, apartments, studios,
fl nhom ndominium rati residential rooms, residential
beds, dormitories, student residences and housing, student apartments,
fraternity h rority h nt residential rter her form
or housing, hereinafter referred to as “residential properties”. It is specifically
ntempl h m not n rily all i r floors of parcel
identified in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection may be residential properties.
All residential properti I m istri xclusions. In th nt that th
description of the district set forth in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection includes
ny distri xclusion, th ri xclusion shall n nsider
component of the district.
4 n isition of land in Laf: Parish h rd of rvisor

for the University of Louisiana System for the use and benefit of the university,
r ny affili f th iversi he distri rd m. 1 incl h
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land in the district. except to the extent that the land is a residential property.
Upon doing so, the district board shall publish notice of this election in the

official newspaper of Lafayette Parish.
C. Governance. (1) The district shall be administered and governed by a board

of commissioners, hereinafter referred to as the “board”.

(2) The board shall be comprised as follows:

(a) The president of the university shall serve as a member of the board and
chairman of the board for as long as he is the president of the university and
shall be replaced by the successor president.

(b) The president of the university shall appoint four persons to be members
of the board.

(3) The appointed members shall serve five-year terms after the initial terms
provided in this Paragraph. Two members shall serve an initial term of two
years, and two members shall serve an initial term of three years, as determined
by lot at the first meeting of the board. Each appointed member of the board
shall continue to serve until reappointed or a successor is duly appointed. Any
vacancy in the membership of the board shall be filled in the manner of the
original appointment for the unexpired term. If an appointment to fill a vacancy
is not made within sixty days. the board shall appoint an interim successor to
serve until the position is filled by the president of the university.

D. Rights and powers. The district, acting by and through its board, shall have
and exercise all powers of a political subdivision necessary or convenient for
the carrying out of its objects and purposes, including but not limited to the
following:

(1) To sue and be sued.

(2) To adopt, use, and alter at will a corporate seal.

(3) To acquire by gift, grant, purchase, donation, exchange, or any other means
all property, including rights-of-way, movable, immovable, or mixed, corporeal
or incorporeal, or any interest therein.

(4) To enter into contracts in connection with the purposes of the district,
including but not limited to those for the purchase, acquisition, construction,
and improvement of works and facilities necessary.

(5) In its own name and on its own behalf to incur debt and to issue revenue
bonds, special assessment bonds, certificates, notes, and other evidences of
indebtedness and to levy and cause to be collected certain taxes as provided in
this Section and as may be provided by general law.

(6) To regulate the imposition of fees and rentals charged by the district for its
facilities and services rendered by it.

(7) To borrow money and pledge all or part of its revenues, leases, rents, or
other advantages as security for such loans.

(8) To appoint officers, agents, and employees, prescribe their duties, and fix
their compensation.

(9) To develop public improvement projects for the benefit of the university,
either directly with the university or through one or more private foundations
or nonprofit corporations affiliated with the university, or both.

(10) To exercise any and all of the powers granted to an economic development
district as if the district were an economic development district established
pursuant to Part II of this Chapter, including but not limited to the powers

of tax increment financing pursuant to R.S. 33:9038.33 and 33:9038.34 and the
power to leyy taxes within Lhe district pursuant to R.S. 33:3!!33 39. The district

shall exercise such powers in accordance with the provisions of Part II of this
Chapter.
(11) To exercise any and all of the powers granted to a community development

istri if th ri re a community development di lish

pursuant to Chapter 27-B of this Title, including but not limited to the power
1 ial men n _pr ithin the distri rsuan
33:9039.29. The district shall exerc1se such powers in accordance with th
provisions of Chapter 27-B of this Title.
E. Subdistricts. The district may create subdistricts as provided in this
ion. Th hall lish noti f its inten r istri

in the official ]ournal of the district. At least ten days after publication of such
noti h hall lic hearing on th ion of creatin

the subdistrict. Thereafter, the board may designate one or more areas within
h ndari f the distri istri f the district. Each istri
shall constitute a political subdivision of the state and shall be governed by the
Each istrict shall h h m I he distri hall
given a suitable name as the board may designate. Any reference to the district
in this Section includes any subdistrict created by the district, to the extent of
the subdistrict.
F. L f tax 1) It is expressly provi h n 1 n x 1

i
by the district may exceed the limitation set forth by Article VI, Section 29(A)
f th nstitution of Louisian hall im 11 nfor

subject to the terms of the resolution imposing the tax and the provisions of
itle IT of Title 47 of the Louisian i f1
(2) The district is authorized to levy taxes or assessments of any type acting by
nd thr h i I
(3) The tax so authorized shall be imposed by ordinance adopted by the district,

in nd thr hi ith he n f an election

r
(4) The powers and rights conferred by this Paragraph shall be in addition
h

and to fulfill and achieve its public purpose or corporate purposes, as set forth
in this Section, including but not limited to the payment of all or a portion of
the costs of a project, to provide amounts necessary for any corporate purposes,
including necessary and incidental expenses in connection with the issuance
of the obligations, the payment of principal and interest on the obligations of
the district, the establishment of reserves to secure such obligations, and all
other purposes and expenditures of the district incident to and necessary or
convenient to carry out its public functions or corporate purposes, and any
credit enhancement for said obligations.

2) Except as may otherwise by provided by the board, all obligations issued
by the district shall be negotiable instruments and payable solely from the
revenues of the district as determined by the board, or from any other source
that may be available to the district but shall not be secured by the full faith and
credit of the state or the city of Lafayette or the parish of Lafayette.

3) Obligations shall be authorized, issued, and sold by a resolution or
resolutions of the board. Such bonds or obligations may be of such series, bear
such date or dates, mature at such time or times, bear interest at such rate or
rates, including variable, adjustable, or zero interest rates, be payable at such
time or times, be in such denominations, be sold at such price or prices, at public
or private negotiated sale, after advertisement as is provided for in R.S. 39:1426,
be in such form, carry such registration and exchangeability privileges, be
payable at such place or places, be subject to such terms of redemption, and be
entitled to such priorities on the income, revenue, and receipts of, or available
to, the district as may be provided by the board in the resolution or resolutions
providing for the issuance and sale of the bonds or obligations of the district.

(4) The obligations of the district shall be signed by such officers of the board
by either manual or facsimile signatures as shall be determined by resolution
or resolutions of the board and may have impressed or imprinted thereon the
seal of the district or a facsimile thereof.

(5) Any obligations of the district may be validly issued, sold, and delivered,
notwithstanding that one or more of the officers of the board signing such
obligations, or whose facsimile signature or signatures may be on the
obligations, shall be determined by resolution or resolutions of the board and
may have impressed or imprinted thereon the seal of the district or a facsimile
thereof.

(6) Obligations of the district may be sold in such manner and from time
to time as may be determined by the board to be most beneficial, subject to
approval of the State Bond Commission, and the district may pay all expenses

premiums, fees, or commissions which it may deem necessary or advantageous
in connection with the issuance and sale thereof.

7) The board may authorize the establishment of a fund or funds for the
creation of a debt service reserve, a renewal and replacement reserve, or such
other funds or reserves as the board may approve with respect to the financing
and operation of any project funded with the proceeds of such bonds and as
may be authorized by any bond resolution, trust agreement, indenture of trust
or similar instrument or agreement pursuant to the provisions of which the
issuance of bonds or other obligations of the district may be authorized.

Any cost, obligation, or expense incurred for any of the purposes of powers
of the district specified in this Subsection shall be a part of the project costs
and may be paid or reimbursed as such out of the proceeds of bonds or other
obligations issued by the district.

Neither the members of th rd nor an rson ex ing the bonds shall
be personally liable for the bonds or be subject to any personal liability by reason
of the issuance thereof. No earnings or assets of the district shall accrue to the
benefit of any private persons. However. the limitation of liability provided for

in this Paragraph shall not apply to any gross negligence or criminal negligence
on the party of any member of the board or person executmg the bonds.
All obli horiz i he distri rsuan h

prov1510ns of this Subsectlon, together with interest thereof, income therefrom,
n in n th le thereof shall xempt from all nd local tax

(11) The state and all public officers, any parish, municipality, or other
ivision or instrumentali f th n litical ivision, an
bank, banker, trust company, savings bank and institution, building and loan
iation in nd loan iation, in men mpany or an rson

carrying on a banking or investment business, insurance association, and any
rson _carrying on an insuran in nd any ex I. ministrator.

curator, trustee, and other fiduciary, and any retirement system or pension fund
may 1 lly in ny sinking funds moni her fun longin hem

or within their control in any bonds or other obligations issued by the district
rsuant to the provisions of thi ion, an hbon r other obligati

shall be authorized security for all public deposits. It is the purpose of this

Section to authorize such persons, firms, corporations, associations, political

subdivisions and officers, or other entities, public or private, to use any funds
n r controll hem, includin not limi inking, insuran

investment, retirement, compensation, pension and trust funds, and funds held
n it, for th rch f an her obligati f the distri

and that any such bonds shall be authorized security for all public deposits.
H r, nothin ntained in thi i ith regar 1 lin men

for security for public deposits shall be construed as relieving any such person,

rs and righ nferr her general or ial 1 Thi firm, corporation, or other entity from an f exercising r nabl re in
Paragraph does and shall be construed to provide a complete and additional selecting securities.
method for the 1 f an X r men H. Tax financing. (1) The district m he recipient of 1 r X
G. Debt Financing. (1) The district may issue and sell from time to time bonds, increment which consists of that portion of the designated incremental sales
n ren 1 n refundin n interim certifi rtifi f r x coll h r on th 1 il, th he 1 r rental
indebtedness, certificates of participation, debentures, warrants, commercial the consumption and storage for use or consumption of tangible personal

her obligations or eviden f in n ide funds for roper nd on sal f servi 11 fined in 47:301 r an
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other applicable provision of law.

2) The sales or use tax increment may include hotel occupancy taxes
occupancy taxes, or similar taxes, or any combination of such taxes, levied upon
the use or occupancy of hotel rooms if so designated by the city of Lafayette in
the parish of Lafayette as the tax recipient entity, from taxpayers located within
the district which exceeds the designated sales or use tax revenues and hotel
occupancy taxes, or similar taxes so designated that were collected in the year
immediately prior to the year in which the district was established.

I. Contesting ordinance or resolution; time limit. Any ordinance or resolution
adopted by the board including but not limited to an ordinance adopted pursuant
to Paragraph (F)(3) of this Section, or the pledge of tax increments collected
under the authority of this Section to any financing authorized by this Section
shall be published at least twice in the official journal of Lafayette Parish. For
a period of thirty days after the date of publication, any person in interest shall
have the right to contest the legality of the ordinance or resolution and of any
provision therein made for the security and payment of the debt obligation or
the levy and collection of taxes. After that time, no one shall have any cause
or right of action to test the regularity, formality, legality, or effectiveness of
the ordinance or resolution, and provisions thereof for any cause whatsoever.
Thereafter, it shall be conclusively presumed that every legal requirement for
the levy and collection of taxes, the issuance of bonds or other debt obligations,
or the pledge of tax increment collected, including all things pertaining to the
authorizing thereof, has been complied with. No court shall have authority to
inquire into any of these matters after the thirty-day period after publication
unless a claim pursuant to this Section has been filed.

J. This Section, being necessary for the welfare of the state, the parish, and its
residents, shall be liberally construed to effect the purposes thereof.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 533
SENATE BILL NO. 484
BY SENATOR DUPLESSIS AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION
AN ACT
ToamendandreenactR.S.22:1483.1(A)and (C)and R.S.44:4.1(B)(11),toenactR.S.
22:1483.1(B)(5) and (E)(3) and 1483.3, and to repeal R.S. 22:1483.1(F), relative
to the Louisiana Fortify Homes Program; to provide the commissioner of
insurance may apply for grants or other funding, if available; to provide the
commissioner of insurance may enter into certain agreements with public
agencies and private entities; to require the grantee to submit to random
reinspections; to provide certain information and records are confidential;
to repeal the termination date; to provide for an actuarial study; to provide
for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 22:1483.1(A) and (C) are hereby amended and reenacted and
R.S. 22:1483.1(B)(5) and (E)(3) and 1483.3 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1483.1. Louisiana Fortify Homes Program

A.(1) The Louisiana Fortify Homes Program is hereby created within the
department. The commissioner, as program administrator, may make financial
grants to retrofit roofs of insurable property, as defined in R.S. 22:1483¢c>
@, with a homestead exemption to resist loss due to hurricane, tornado, or
other catastrophic windstorm events and to meet or exceed the “fortified
roof” standard of the Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety. The
commissioner shall promulgate rules and regulations governing to govern the
eligibility requirements for grants and the administration of the program.

(2) The commissioner may apply for grants or funds from the federal
government or other funding sources to supplement the funds appropriated by
the legislature. The commissioner may use grant funds to pay for inspections
for grant applicants subject to the terms of the grant.

(3) The commissioner may enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement with
public agencies and private entities for projects pursuant to this Section. A
cooperative endeavor partner may administer grants or funds in the manner
required by the cooperative endeavor agreement.

(4)(a) In order to ensure that state or federal monies are used in as an effective
manner as possible for the Louisiana Fortify Homes Program and to ensure a
maximum rate of return on invested state dollars, the department shall perform
the following duties:

(b) By July first of each calendar year, the department shall publish on its
website or other publicly accessible platform a list of all discounts that insurers
filed and were approved by the commissioner. The department shall also submit
a_copy of the report to the David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library as
required by R.S. 24:771 and 772.

B. In order to receive a grant pursuant to this Section, the grantee shall do
all of the following:

kok ok

(5) Submit to random reinspection of the retrofitted insurable property.

C.(1) The name of arecipient of a grant received pursuant to this Section, the
amount of the grant, and the municipal address of the retrofitted insurable
property shall be a public record.

(2) All information and records received pursuant to this Section other than
those listed in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall be deemed confidential and
exempt from disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Law, R.S. 44:1 et seq.

Nothing in this Subsection shall prevent the use of such information or records
for the compilation of statistical data wherein the identity of the applicant
grantee, evaluator, or contractor is not disclosed.

E

ES
E. This Section does not create any of the following:

(3) A guarantee, warranty, or surety on the part of the state for the performance
of any obligation undertaken by an applicant, evaluator, or contractor.

§1483.3. Discounts; actuarial study

A. Subject to a sufficient appropriation by the legislature, the department
shall conduct an actuarial study to determine the range of discounts that would
be actuarially justified for a structure that meets the fortified home buildin
standards promulgated by the Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety.
At any time the department does not receive sufficient appropriation from the
legislature to conduct a third-party actuarial study required by this Section, the
department may conduct an actuarial study utilizing the department’s actuarial
staff.

B. If the department conducts an actuarial study, the commissioner shall
produce a report of the findings of the study. The department shall ensure that
the report is made publicly available on the website of the department or other
publicly accessible platform. The department shall also submit a copy of the
report to the David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library as required by R.S.
24:771 and 772.

Section 2. R.S. 44:4.1(B)(11) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§4.1. Exceptions

£ £ &

B.Thelegislature furtherrecognizesthatthere exist exceptions, exemptions,
and limitations to the laws pertaining to public records throughout the
revised statutes and codes of this state. Therefore, the following exceptions,
exemptions, and limitations are hereby continued in effect by incorporation
into this Chapter by citation:

£ £ &

(1D R.S. 22:2, 14, 31, 42.1, 88, 244, 263, 265, 461, 550.7, 571, 572, 572.1, 572.2, 574,
601.3, 618, 639, 691.4,691.5,691.6,691.7,691.8,691.9,691.9.1,691.10, 691.38, 691.56,
732, 752, 753, 771, 834, 972(D), 976, 1008, 1019.2, 1203, 1460, 1464, 1466, 1483.1,
1488, 1546, 1559, 1566(D), 1644, 1656, 1657.1, 1660.7, 1723, 1796, 1801, 1808.3, 1927,
1929, 1983, 1984, 2036, 2045, 2056, 2085, 2091, 2293, 2303, 2508

ok ok

Section 3. R.S. 22:1483.1(F) is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 534
SENATE BILL NO. 489
BY SENATOR CATHEY AND REPRESENTATIVES CREWS, DICKERSON,
EDMONSTON, GADBERRY, HORTON, MCCORMICK AND THOMPSON
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 40:1578.6, 1578.7(A), (B), (C), (D), and (E), 1730.22(A),

1730.23(A), 1730.28(A)X(1), 1730.39(AX(1) and (C), 1733, 1737(A), 1738(A) and (B),

and 1740, and to repeal R.S. 40:1732, and 1734 through 1736, relative to the

fire marshal; to provide for powers of the fire marshal; to provide for the

Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code; to provide for adoption of

certain codes; to provide for accessibility of buildings; to provide for terms,

conditions, and procedures; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 40:1578.6, 1578.7(A), (B), (C), (D), and (E), 1730.22(A), 1730.23(A),
1730.28(A)X(1), 1730.39(A)(1) and (C), 1733, 1737(A), 1738(A) and (B), and 1740 are
h%reby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

1578.6. Nation ire Proteetion-Association’s Li

Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code;
applicability to high—rise structures; minimum standards; existing hazardous
buildings; appeal

A. Adequate protection for life safety shall be afforded in every structure or
movable as those terms are defined in R.S. 40:1573. To afford such protection,
all newly constructed structures and movables shall comply with the rules
and regulations to be promulgated by the fire—marshal Louisiana State
Uniform Construction Code Council in conformity with the Administrative
Procedure Act which shall establish as minimum standards the provisions of
the Li e o NationalFire Proteation Assoeintion atd Seetion

yeeit ProvisionsforHicsh Rise—of-Chapter o c1th-ern-Qtandard

BuildingCode; Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code as applic
high—rise structures, including high rise buildings, as both are

periodically amended, and the fire marshal shall be the authority having
jurisdiction to enforce compliance with the fire protection, egress, and

ble to
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ccesmblllty prov1s10ns of such regulatlons ﬂPhe-e-Ffeet-l-ve-date—fe-r-e-nfereemeﬂt

B. In addition to the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, the facilities
provided for in R.S. 40:1563(C)(4) shall comply with the provisions of the Life
Safety Code of the National Fire Protection Association as promulgated by the
fire marshal in conformity with the Administrative Procedure Act.

B-C. A parish or municipality which, prior to January 1, 1975, had adopted
and is enforcing a nationally recognized model building code andfer or fire
prevention code or a code equal to a nationally recognized building code
andfor or fire prevention code may continue to enforce such codes in place
of the codes required in the paragraph above; however, such codes shall
contain requirements that are substantially equal to the fire marshal’s code
with respect to high rise buildings, mandatory automatic sprinkler and
extinguishment systems, and fire detection systems.

€:D.(1) This Section shall not apply to existing buildings, except as provided
for by R.S. 40:1641 et seq., which were lawfully constructed and maintained
unless the fire marshal deems that a serious life hazard exists due to a
particular condition, at which time he can require the institution of proper
fire protection measures to alleviate the particular hazards noted according

to either of the followmg the—eh&ptereﬁeeﬂsﬁﬂg—ber&dfngs-e%&rﬂatest—ediﬁem

(a) The chapter on existing buildings of the 2015 edition of the N.F.P.A. Life
Safety Code for facilities pursuant to R.S. 40:1563(C)(4) and structures that are
permitted for construction prior to January 1, 2026.

(b) The International Code Council’s International Existing Building Code as
adopted by the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Councilin accordance
with R.S. 40:1730.28 for structures that are permitted for construction on or
after January 1, 2026.

(2) Such directives of the fire marshal may be appealed to the board of review.
“Lawfully constructed and maintained” as used in this Subsection means in
conformance with the laws, codes, rules, and regulations in force at the time of

original construction.
§1578.7. State Uniform Fire Prevention Code

A.Ttisherebyfound and declared by the legislature that the protection of life
and property will be enhanced by adoption of the National Fire Prevention
Code, as it is published by the National Fire Protection Association or the
Internatlonal Flre Code, as 1t 1s nubllshed by the Internatlonal Code Councﬂ

or the Internatlonal Flre Code known as the IFC is hereby adopted as the
State Unlform Flre Preventlon Code to—t-he—e—xteﬁt—t-l‘ra-t—rt—d-ees—ﬂe-t—eoﬂﬁ-ret

C. If a fire prevention code is adopted by any political subdivision of the
state, it must shall adopt the State Uniform Fire Prevention Code.

D. Nothlng in this Section shall be construed se—as to prevent the state
fire marshal from enforcing the NatienalFireProteetion—Assoetation’s
Life-Safety—Code fire protection, egress, and accessibility prov151ons of the
Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code, excluding the provisions for one-

and two-family dwellings, as adopted by the Louisiana State Uniform Code
Council in accordance with R.S. 40:1730.28, nor any other laws of the state, the

enforcement of which are his statutory and regulatory responsibility.

E. The state fire marshal shall have the power and authority to promulgate
those rules and regulations as may be necessary to incorporate or adopt any
subsequent amendments or additions to the State Uniform Fire Prevention
Code to conform to NFPA 1 or the IFC, as itis they are subsequently amended
or issued as a new edition by the National Fire Protection Association or by
the International Code Council.

§1730.22. Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council; membership;
function of council; meeting requirements; immunity

A. The Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council, hereinafter
in this Part referred to as the “council”, is hereby created and shall consist
of twenty members, one of whom shall be the state health officer, or his
designee, and one of whom shall be the fire marshal, or his designee. With the
exception of the state health officer, or his designee, and the fire marshal, or
his designee, who shall serve by virtue of his position, each member of the
council shall be appointed by the governor, subject to Senate confirmation,
and shall serve at the pleasure of the governor. With the exception of the
state health officer, or his designee, and the fire marshal, or his designee, each
term for a member of the council shall be four years where a member shall
serve no more than two consecutive terms. Each member of the council shall
serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses
and mileage incurred while attending council meetings in accordance with
state travel regulations promulgated by the division of administration.
Reimbursement shall be limited to mileage and expenses for the attendance

of twelve meetings per calendar year.
koo sk

§1730.23. Enforcement of building codes by municipalities and—parishes,
parishes, and the fire marshal

A.(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary relating to the authority
of local governments to enforce construction codes, all municipalities and
parishes in this state shall enforce only the construction codes provided
for in this Part. All municipalities and parishes shall use building code
enforcement officers or certified third-party providers contracted by the
municipality, parish, or regional planning commission to act in the capacity
of a building code enforcement officer to enforce the provisions of this Part.
Enforcement procedures by building code enforcement officers or third-
party providers acting in the capacity of a building code enforcement officer
shall include examination or review of plans, drawings, or specifications; the
conducting of inspections; and the issuance, denial, or revocation of permits.
A building code enforcement officer, third-party provider, or third-party
provider contracted by a jurisdiction as provided for in R.S. 40:1730.24(A)
shall not conduct plan review or inspections on a commercial or residential
structure if such officer or provider owns any interest in the legal entity
that constructed such commercial or residential structure or receives any
compensation from the legal entity other than the fees that are charged for
plan review or inspections. Nothing in this Subseetion Paragraph shall be
construed to prevent a commercial or residential contractor or homeowner
from using a third-party provider as provided for in R.S. 40:1730.24(B). Nothing
in this Subseetion Paragraph shall be construed to prevent a commercial
contractor or commercial owner from using the office of state fire marshal
as a third-party provider as provided for in R.S. 40:1730.24(B) on commercial
structures in any parish within the state with a population of less than forty
thousand and whose boundaries lie completely north of the one hundred ten
mile per hour wind line, as shown in the American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE-7) basic wind speeds map published in the latest edition of the
International Building Code.

2) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prevent the fire marshal
from enforcing the fire protection, egress, and accessibility provisions of the
Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code, excluding the provisions for one-

and two-family dwellings, as adopted by the council in accordance with R.S.
40:1730.28.

§1730.28. Mandatory adoption of certain nationally recognized codes and
standards as the state uniform construction code; adoption by reference
A. Except as provided in Subsection C of this Section, the council shall
evaluate, adopt, and amend only the latest editions of the following as the
State Uniform Construction Code:
(1) International Building Code, not including Parts I-Administrative,
ibility; and Chapter 27-Electrical. The applicable standards
referenced in that code are included for regulation of construction within this
state. The appendices of that code may be adopted as needed, but the specific
appendix or appendices shall be referenced by name or letter designation at

the time of adoption.

§1730.39. Powers of state fire marshal

A.(1) The state fire marshal may establish—eontraet-agreements enter into
agreements by letter of intent with municipalities and parishes in order to
provide code enforcement on behalf of the municipality or parish as provided
in R.S. 40:1730.24 of this Part.

asprevidedinR-S—40173041etseq The ﬁre marshal shall enforce the ﬁre
protection, egress, and accessibility provisions of the Louisiana State Uniform
Construction Code, excluding the provisions for one- and two-family dwellings,

with referenced standards as adopted by the council in accordance with R.S.
40:1730.28.

§1733 ArBA Standards to prevent archltectural barrler

requirements—therein,—shall-be—ecomplied—with The Internatlonal Bulldmg
Code Chapter 11-Accessibility, as adopted by the Louisiana State Uniform
Construction Code Council in accordance with R.S. 40:1730.28 and requirements
therein, including the referenced ICC A11%7.1 Accessible and Usage Buildings
and Facilities, shall be complied with.

§1737. Violations; enforcement by fire marshal

A. In cases of practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, the state fire
marshal may, after consultation with Louisiana Rehabilitation Services, grant
exceptions from the literal requirements of the standards and specifications
required by this Part or permit the use of other methods or materials. Unless
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awritten exception is granted by the fire marshal, any unauthorized deviation
from International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility
shall be rectified by full compliance within ninety days after discovery of
the deviation and delivery of a copy of the order requiring remedying of the
deviation to the occupant or any person in charge of the premises personally
or by registered or certified mail. If no person is found on the premises, the
order may be served by affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the
door at the entrance of the premises.

§1738. Review of plans and specifications before construction begins

A. No building permits shall be issued, no state contracts shall be awarded,
nor shall any change in new building plans which affect compliance with
ADA Standards the International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility be
approved, concerning any public buildings or facilities or private buildings
or facilities until the fire marshal has reviewed and stated that the plans and
specifications regarding accessibility appear to him to comply with the ADA
Standards the International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility.

B.In each case the application for review shall be accompanied by the plans
and full, complete, and accurate specifications which shall comply in every
respect with any and all requirements prescribed by the ADA-Standards the
International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility.

koo sk

§1740. Enforcement of Part

A. For purposes of enforcing this Part, in any instance in which the ABA
Standards—are the International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility
is not complied with, the local building code authorities and the health
authorities shall have authority to enforce these standards. Written approval
by the fire marshal shall be presumptive evidence of compliance with ADA
Standards the International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility but shall
not be considered conclusive and local building code authorities and health
authorities shall have the power to review all construction within their
jurisdiction to the end that the intent of this legislation shall be enforced.

B. Local building code authorities, health authorities, or any individual
may seek an injunction to halt construction or require compliance with
ADA-Standards-the International Building Code Chapter 11-Accessibility of
any public building or facility or private building or facility which has been
constructed or is being constructed in violation of this Part. All actions shall
be brought in the district court of the parish in which the public building
or facility or private building or facility, or portion thereof, that is not in
compliance, is situated.

Section 2. R.S. 40:1732 and 1734 through 1736 are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2026; if vetoed by the
governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become
effective on the day following such approval by the legislature or July 1, 2026,
whichever is later.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 535
SENATE BILL NO. 507
(Substitute of Senate Bill No. 419 by Senator Talbot)
BY SENATOR TALBOT AND REPRESENTATIVE KNOX
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:95(N) as enacted by Section 1 of Act 1 of the
2024 Second Extraordinary Session and R.S. 40:1379.3(I)(1) and (2) and (L) and
1382(A)(1) and (C) and to enact R.S. 40:1382(D), relative to the illegal carrying
of handguns; to provide relative to negligent carrying of a concealed handgun;
to increase the penalties for negligent carrying of a concealed handgun in
certain areas; to provide for returning a forfeited handgun; and to provide for
related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:95(N) as enacted by Section 1 of Act 1 of the 2024 Second
Extraordinary Session is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§95. Illegal carrying of weapons

kok o ok

N. Any person lawfully carrying a handgun pursuant to Subsection M of this
Section shall be subject to the restrictions contained in R.S. 40:1379.3(D), (L),
D, (N), and (O).

Section 2. R.S. 40:1379.3(1(1) and (2) and (L) and 1382(A)(1) and (C) are hereby
amended and reenacted and R.S. 40:1382(D) is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

§1379.3. Statewide permits for concealed handguns; application procedures;
definitions

kok ok

1.(1) No individual to whom a concealed handgun permit is issued or a
person carrying a weapon pursuant to R.S. 14:95(M) may carry and conceal
such handgun while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled dangerous
substance. While a permittee is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled
dangerous substance, an otherwise lawful permit is considered automatically
suspended and is not valid. A permittee or any person carrying a concealed
handgun shall be considered under the influence as evidenced by a blood
alcohol reading of .05 percent or greater by weight of alcohol in the blood, or

when a blood test or urine test shows any confirmed presence of a controlled
dangerous substance as defined in R.S. 40:961 and 964.

(2) A permittee armed with a handgun in accordance with this Section or
a person carrying a weapon pursuant to R.S. 14:95(M) shall notify any police
officer who approaches the permittee individual in an official manner or with
an identified official purpose that he has a weapon on his person, submit
to a pat down, and allow the officer to temporarily disarm him. Whenever
a law enforcement officer is made aware that an individual is carrying a
concealed handgun and the law enforcement officer has reasonable grounds
to believe suspect that the individual is under the influence of either alcohol
or a controlled dangerous substance, the law enforcement officer may take
temporary possession of the handgun, reasonably detain the individual, and
request submission of the individual to a department-certified chemical test
for determination of the chemical status of the individual. Whenever a law
enforcement officer reasonably suspects or is made aware that an individual
is behaving in a criminally negligent manner as defined under the provisions
of this Section, or is negligent in the carrying of a concealed handgun as
provided for in R.S. 40:1382, the law enforcement officer may frisk for and
seize the handgun, until adjudication by a judge, if the individual is issued
a summons or arrested under the provisions of R.S. 40:1382. Failure by the
permittee to comply with the provisions of this Paragraph shall result in a
six-month automatic suspension of the permit. A person carrying a concealed
handgun pursuant to R.S. 14:95(M) who fails to comply with the provisions of
this Paragraph shall be subject to the penalties provided in Subsection L of this
Section.

L.1) Anyone who carries and conceals a handgun in violation of any
provision of this Section, unless authorized to do so by another provision of
the law, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for
not more than six months, or both.

(2) Anyone who carries a concealed handgun in violation of any provision of this
Section in the area within the boundaries of the French Quarter Management
District as established in R.S. 25:799 shall be fined not less than five hundred

dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or be imprisoned for not more than
six months, or both.

£ £ &
§1382. Negligent carrying of a concealed handgun
A.Negligent carrying of a concealed handgun is the intentional or criminally
negligent carrying by any person, whether or not authorized or licensed to
carry or possess a concealed handgun, under the following circumstances:
(1) When it is foreseeable that the handgun may discharge, or when a law
enforcement officer or others are placed in reasonable apprehension or the

law enforcement officer has a reasonable suspicion that the handgun may
discharge.
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C.(1) Whoever commits the offense of negligent carrying of a concealed
handgun shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned
without-hard-taber for not more than six months or both fl“—he—ad-]-ud-tea-t-lﬂg
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in the area within the boundaries of the French Quarter Management District
as established in R.S. 25:799 shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars nor
more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months,
or both.

(3) In addition to the penalties provided in Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
Subsection, the court may order the forfeiture of the handgun and may suspend
or revoke any permit or license authorizing the concealed carrying of the
handgun.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 40:1798, a handgun forfeited under
Paragraph (C)(3) of this Section shall be returned to the defendant if the
defendant satisfies all of the following:

(1) The instant conviction is the defendant’s first offense for a violation of this
Section.

2) The defendant is not otherwise prohibited by state or federal law from
possessing a firearm.

(3) The defendant successfully completes the eight-hour National Rifle
Association Basics Pistol Shooting course taught in person by a National Rifle
Association certified instructor within one year of conviction.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on July 4, 2024; if vetoed by the
governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become
effective on the day following such approval by the legislature or July 4, 2024,
whichever is later.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 536
HOUSE BILL NO. 15
BY REPRESENTATIVE FONTENOT
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 11:2213(11)(a)(iii) and 2220(A)(2)(a) and to enact
R.S. 11:2213(11)3G) and (), 2214.1, 2220(A)(4), and 2241.4(A)@4), relative to the
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Municipal Police Employees’ Retirement System; to provide for eligibility
for retirement; to provide relative to benefits of certain retirees; to provide
for termination of membership of certain elected officials; to provide for
definitions; to authorize certain reemployment of retirees without benefit
suspension; to provide for payment of contributions; and to provide for
related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by

Article X, Section 29(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 11:2213(11)(a)(iii) and 2220(A)(2)(a) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 11:2213(11)() and (j), 2214.1, 2220(A)4), and 2241.4(A)4) are
hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2213. Definitions

(11D “Employee” shall mean any of the following classifications:

(a)

(iii) Any person ifrap ipa V
serviee-system who is employed on a full t1me ba51s by a pollce department of
any municipality of thls state Who is under the dlrectlon of a chief of police,
and who is-pa P 2 ) z does not
meet any other deﬁnltlon of employee

(i) Notwithstanding any provisions of Item(a)ii) of this Paragraph to
the contrary and in conformity with the provisions of R.S. 11:2214(A)2)(b),
“employee” shall mean any person employed by the Baton Rouge Police
Department who is a law enforcement employee and “employee” shall not
mean any person employed by the Baton Rouge Police Department who is
not a law enforcement employee. For purposes of this Subparagraph, “law
enforcement employee” means any person occupying a position within a class
title that, subject to the merger agreement, was included in the membership
of the system on the effective date of this Subparagraph. For any position
in the Baton Rouge Police Department within a class title created after the
effective date of this Subparagraph, “law enforcement employee” shall mean
a person occupying a position that makes the person eligible to receive state
supplemental pay.

() Any person who is not a full-time police officer and who on June 30, 2024,
met the definition of employee only under Item (a)(dii) of this Paragraph and
was enrolled in another municipal retirement system is not an employee.

§2214.1. Termination of membership; certain elected officials

A member of this system who is elected, who is eligible for retirement from
this system, and who is eligible, for the same employment, for membership
in another statewide retirement system may terminate his membership in
this system upon his enrollment in the other system. If such member enrolls
in another system, he shall file a notice of such enrollment in writing with
the board of this system, and all employer and employee contributions to
this system by or on behalf of the member shall cease upon receipt by the
board of the notice. The former member may apply for retirement from this
system and receive this retirement benefit any time after the termination
of his membership in this system regardless of whether he terminates the
employment that made him eligible for membership.
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§2220. Benefits; contribution limit

A. Eligibility for normal retirement, early retirement, and limitations.

(2)(a)(d) Regardless Except as provided by Item @ii) of this Subparagraph,
regardless of age, if a retiree of this system becomes an employee as defined
in R.S. 11:2213, payment of retirement benefits shall be suspended and the
employee and employer shall contribute to the system toward creditable
service.

(ii) The benefits of a retiree of the system who retires as a police officer
during the period beginning July 1, 2024, and ending June 30, 2026, and who, no
sooner than ninety days following the date of his retirement, is first employed
as an employee under R.S. 11:2213(11)(a)(ii) shall not be suspended if the
retiree irrevocably elects not to receive additional service credit or accrue
any additional retirement benefit in the retirement system. Such election
shall be in writing and filed with the board of trustees within thirty days after
the effective date of the retiree’s employment. During such employment,
the retiree and his employer shall make contributions to the retirement
system as provided by this Chapter. Upon termination of employment as an
employee under R.S. 11:2213(11)a)(iii), employee contributions paid since
reemployment shall, upon application, be refunded without interest, to the

retiree. The retirement system shall retain the employer contributions and
interest on the contributions.

(4)@a) The retirement benefit of a retiree of this system who retired on or
before January 1, 2024, and who, before July 1, 2028, becomes an employee, as
defined by R.S. 11:2213, no sooner than ninety days following the effective date
of his retirement shall not be suspended as otherwise required by Paragraph
(2) of this Subsection if the retiree retired with twenty-five years of service
credit or retired with twenty or more years of service credit and has attained
the age of fifty-five.

(b) During such reemployment, the retiree and his employer shall make
contributions to the retirement system as provided by this Chapter, but the
retiree shall receive no additional service credit and shall not accrue any

additional retirement benefit in the retirement system. Upon termination
of reemployment, employee contributions paid since reemployment shall,
upon application, be refunded to the retiree without interest. The retirement
system shall retain the employer contributions and interest on contributions.
§2241.4. Eligibility for retirement
A. Any member of this subplan shall be eligible for retirement if he has:

(4) Seven years or more of service, at age sixty-two or thereafter, if he is an
elected chief of police who is not eligible for retirement under Paragraph (1),
(2), or (3) of this Subsection and is prohibited from continuing employment as
a chief with the same employer due to term limits. Any person retiring under
this Paragraph shall provide sufficient documentation to the retirement
system proving that he meets these requirements and shall irrevocably elect
not to receive additional service credit or accrue any additional retirement
benefit in the retirement system if he subsequently becomes reemployed.
Such election shall be in writing and filed with the board of trustees before
the effective date of the retiree’s retirement. During any subsequent
employment, the retiree and his employer shall make contributions to
the retirement system as provided by this Chapter. Upon termination of
subsequent employment, employee contributions paid since reemployment
shall, upon application, be refunded, without interest, to the retiree. The

retirement system shall retain the employer contributions and interest of the
contributions.
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Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:

Nancy Landry

Secretary of State

ACT No. 537
HOUSE BILL NO. 40
BY REPRESENTATIVE HORTON
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 11:2260(A)(2)(introductory paragraph) and (e),
relative to the Firefighters’ Retirement System; to provide for membership
on the system’s board of trustees; to provide for retired members; and to
provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article X, Section 29(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 11:2260(A)2)(introductory paragraph) and (e) are hereby
amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§2260. Administration
A. Board of trustees:

(2) The board shall consist of eleven twelve trustees as follows:
ko ok %k

(e) Aretiree Two retirees of the system who-shal-be elected by a majority
vote of the retired members and beneficiaries of the system for a term of five
years. . v .

Section 2.(A) This Act does not affect the term of the retiree member of
the Firefighters’ Retirement System board of trustees serving pursuant to
the provisions of R.S. 11:2260(A)(2)(e) on the effective date of this Act.(B)
The election of the second retiree of the system to the board of trustees as
authorized by R.S. 11:2260(A)(2)(e) as amended by this Act shall occur no later
than December 31, 2024.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 538
HOUSE BILL NO. 65
BY REPRESENTATIVE HILFERTY
AN ACT
To enact R.S. 33:9613(H), relative to local inspector generals; to provide
relative to the office of the inspector general for the city of New Orleans; to
provide for investigative powers; to exempt the exercise of certain powers;
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and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:9613(H) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§9613. Investigative powers

H. The inspector general and investigators employed in the New Orleans
Office of Inspector General shall be authorized to carry a firearm in the
lawful discharge of their duties provided they annually qualify in the use of
firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training and have

proof of qualification, in addition to a valid identification as a retired law
enforcement officer.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 539
HOUSE BILL NO. 103
BY REPRESENTATIVES MIKE JOHNSON, ADAMS, BAYHAM, BILLINGS,
BOYD, BRASS, BUTLER, CARPENTER, WILFORD CARTER,
DICKERSON, EMERSON, FIRMENT, FISHER, FREEMAN, HILFERTY,
HORTON, JACKSON, LAFLEUR, MCCORMICK, MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN,
SCHAMERHORN, SELDERS, TAYLOR, AND WALTERS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 42:23 and to enact R.S. 42:19(A)(1)(c), relative to
broadcasts of public meetings; to require certain public bodies to broadcast
meetings live; to require certain information on the notice of the meeting; to
provide definitions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 42:23 is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 42:19(A)(1)(¢)
is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§19. Notice of meetings

A.(D

(¢) Each public body subject to R.S. 42:23(B)(2) shall include on its written
public notice sufficient information to enable the public to locate the
broadcast for viewing.
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§23. Senie Audio and video recordings; live broadcast

A. All of the proceedings in a public meeting may be video or tape recorded,
filmed, or broadcast live. However,any

B.(1) Each nonelected board or commission that has the authority to levy
a tax shall video or audio record, film, or broadcast live all proceedings in a
public meeting.

@)@)({) The parish governing authority in a parish with a population of
twenty-five thousand or more shall broadcast live all of its proceedings in
public meetings, including the parish governing authority’s committee
meetings.

(ii) Each school board in a parish with a population of twenty-five thousand
or more shall broadcast live all of its proceedings in public meetings,
including the school board’s committee meetings.

(iii) Each governing authority of a municipality with a population of ten
thousand or more shall broadcast live all city council meetings including
city council committee meetings. There is no requirement to broadcast a
committee meeting where members are volunteers.

(b) For purposes of this Paragraph, “broadcast live” means the publicly
available distribution of audio and video of a meeting in real or near real
time via the internet or television broadcast.

(¢) The failure of a public body to broadcast live as required by this
Paragraph due to a technological failure beyond the control of the public
body or beyond its ability to resolve timely is not a violation of the provisions
of this Chapter.

(d) The requirement in this Paragraph for a public body to broadcast its
meetings does not apply to any executive session held in accordance with
this Chapter.

B:- C. A public body shall establish standards for the use of lighting,
recording, or broadcasting equipment to insure proper decorum in a public
meeting.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 540
HOUSE BILL NO. 106
BY REPRESENTATIVE JACKSON
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 24:58(D)(2), R.S. 33:9668(D)(2), R.S. 42:1157(A)4)
(c), and R.S. 49:73(D)(2) and to enact R.S. 24:58(D)(6), R.S. 33:9668(D)(6), and
R.S. 49:78(D)(6), relative to penalties imposed by the Board of Ethics; to
provide for the enforcement of registration and reporting requirements
of legislative, executive branch, and local lobbyists; to provide for the

assessment of late fees and civil penalties for failure to timely file; to
provide for the computation of days; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 24:58(D)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
24:58(D)(6) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§58. Enforcement

D. In addition to any other applicable penalties:

(2) Any person whose registration or report is filed eleven or more days
after the day on which it was due may be assessed, in addition to any late fees
pursuant to this Section, after a hearing by the board, a civil penalty not to
exceed ten one thousand dollars.
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(6) The computation of days provided for in this Subsection shall not include

Saturdays, Sundays, or other legal holidays.

Section 2. R.S. 33:9668(D)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
33:9668(D)(6) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§9668. Enforcement

D. In addition to any other applicable penalties:

(2) Any person whose registration or report is filed eleven or more days
after the day on which it was due shall be assessed, in addition to any late fees
pursuant to this Section, after a hearing by the ethics board, a civil penalty
not to exceed ten one thousand dollars.

(6) The computation of days provided for in this Subsection shall notinclude
Saturdays, Sundays, or other legal holidays.

Section 3. R.S. 42:1157(A)4)(c) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

§1157. Late filing fees

A.

(4) Any late filing fees assessed by the Board of Ethics or its staff, for
any failure to timely file any report or statement due, shall not exceed the
following:
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(e) Ifthe fee is fifty dollars per day, the maximum shall be one thousand five
hundred dollars, except that the maximum shall be five hundred dollars for
fees assessed pursuant to Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. The computation
of days provided for in this Subparagraph shall not include Saturdays,
Sundays, or other legal holidays.

Section 4. R.S. 49:78(D)2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
49:78(D)(6) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§78. Enforcement

D. In addition to any other applicable penalties:

(2) Any person whose registration or report is filed eleven or more days
after the day on which it was due may be assessed, in addition to any late fees
pursuant to this Section, after a hearing by the board, a civil penalty not to
exceed ten one thousand dollars.

(6) The computation of days provided for in this Subsection shall notinclude
Saturdays, Sundays, or other legal holidays.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 541
HOUSE BILL NO. 118
BY REPRESENTATIVE NEWELL
AN ACT

To enact Part III of Chapter 8 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 23:861, relative to pre-dispute arbitration

agreements; to prohibit pre-dispute arbitration agreements for claims

or accusations of sexual harassment in the workplace; to provide for an

exception; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part III of Chapter 8 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
0of 1950, comprised of R.S. 23:861, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

PART III. MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION OF LABOR DISPUTES

861. Pre-dispute arbitration agreements; sexual harassment; prohibited

A. It shall be an unlawful employment practice for an employer to require,
as a condition of employment or continued employment, a prospective
employee or employee to enter into a pre-dispute arbitration agreement
that includes a provision requiring arbitration for any claim or accusation of
workplace sexual harassment.

B. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit an employer and

employee from consenting to arbitrating such claims pursuant to Subsection
A of this Section after the claim arises.
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Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 542
HOUSE BILL NO. 127
BY REPRESENTATIVE BAYHAM
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:97, relative to the crime of simple obstruction

of a highway of commerce; to provide relative to the elements of the offense;

to provide relative to penalties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:97 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§97. Simple obstruction of a highway of commerce

A. Simple obstruction of a highway of commerce is either of the following:

(1) the The intentional or criminally negligent placing of anything or the
intentional or criminally negligent performance of any act on any railway,
railroad, navigable waterway, road, highway, thoroughfare, or runway of an
airport, which will render movement thereon more difficult.

(2) The conspiracy or aiding and abetting of other individuals to commit
either the intentional or criminally negligent placing of anything or the
intentional or criminally negligent performance of any act on any railway,
railroad, navigable waterway, road, highway, thoroughfare, or runway of an
airport, which will render movement thereon more difficult.

B. Whoever commits the crime of simple obstruction of a highway of
commerce in a manner that violates the provisions of this Section shall be
fined not more than twe seven hundred fifty dollars, or imprisoned for not
more than six months, or both.

C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to an employee or contractor
of any public utility or a provider of electric utility services, communications,
telecommunications, video, or information services, to the extent that the
employee or contractor is acting on behalf of such entity in a road, highway,

or thoroughfare.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 543
HOUSE BILL NO. 137
BY REPRESENTATIVE BRASS
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 46:2602(B)(1) through (6) and (13) and 2605(A) and

B)XD), (11), (13) through (16), (19), and (29) and to enact R.S. 46:2605(B)(42) and

(G), relative to the Children’s Cabinet and the Children’s Cabinet Advisory

Board; to provide for membership of the cabinet; to provide for membership

of the board; to provide for duties of the board; to authorize the board to

establish subcommittees; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 46:2602(B)(1) through (6) and (13) and 2605(A) and (BX(7), (11),
(13) through (16), (19), and (29) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
46:2605(B)(42) and (G) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2602. Children’s Cabinet; creation; purpose
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B. The cabinet shall be composed of the following members:
(1) The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services or his
designee.
(2) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee.
(3) The deputy secretary for youth services of the Department of Public
Safety and Corrections or his designee.
(4) The secretary of the Louisiana Workforce Commission or his designee.
(5) The state superintendent of education or his designee.
(6) The commissioner of administration or his designee.
kook ok
(13) The secretary of the Department of Economic Development or his
designee.
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§2605. Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board

A. The Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board, hereinafter referred to as the
“advisory board”, is hereby created. The purpose of the advisory board shall
be to provide information and recommendations from the perspective of
advocacy groups, service providers, and parents. Primary responsibilities of
the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board are:

(1) To ensure information sharing between
nongovernmental entities serving Louisiana’s children.

(2) To make recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet, through the
executive director, as requested by the Cabinet.

(3) To make recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet, through the
executive director, as necessary as determined by the advisory board.

(4) To make recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet, through the
executive director, as to the budget priorities for the coming year and specific

governmental and

budget items to be supported in the Children’s Budget by September thirtieth.
by-August-thirty-first:

@ To make recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet, through the
executive director, as to specific programs with the greatest potential for
reducing child poverty and funding opportunities for the implementation of
such programs.

@ (6) To make an annual report to the legislature, the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare, the House Committee on Health and Welfare, the Select
Committee on Women and Children, and any other legislative committee
requesting a copy of the annual report by January thirty-first. The report
shall summarize the well-being of Louisiana’s children, the accomplishments
of the past year, and specific goals and priorities for the next fiscal year.

B. The advisory board shall be composed of the following members:

(7 The director of the State Head Start Collaboration Project or his
designee.

(11) The assistant secretary of child welfare of the Department of Children
and Family Services or his designee.

(13) The assistant secretary of the office for citizens with developmental
disabilities of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee.

(14) The assistant secretary of the office of public health of the Louisiana
Department of Health or his designee.

(15) The assistant secretary of the office of behavioral health of the Louisiana
Department of Health or his designee.

(16) The director of the bureau of health services financing of the Louisiana
Department of Health or his designee.

(19) The assistant secretary of the office of juvenile justice of the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections or his designee.
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(29) State child ombudsman, who shall serve as a nonvoting ex officio

member. A—repr ative o heLouistana Association —of N

(42) A representative of the Louisiana Occupational Therapy Association.

G. The advisory board may establish subcommittees that include but are
not limited to an Ezekiel’s Law subcommittee.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 544
HOUSE BILL NO. 145
BY REPRESENTATIVE BAGLEY
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 16:205 and 266, relative to the parishes of Sabine and Winn;

to provide with respect to the district attorney’s office; to require relative

to group health insurance coverage for eligible retired employees; and to

provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 16:205 and 266 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§205. Group health insurance; parish of Winn; office of the district attorney;
eligible retired employees

A. If a group health insurer offers a retired employee a health insurance
plan, the district attorney’s office of the Eighth Judicial District shall pay
the retired employee’s premium, upon retirement age, per the Parochial
Employees’ Retirement System of Louisiana. Otherwise, the district attorney’s
office shall pay up to one hundred percent of the retired employee’s health
insurance premium comparable to the premium of an active employee’s plan
of choice.

B. When the retired employee reaches the age or condition for Medicare
eligibility, the retired employee shall secure Medicare and pursue a
supplemental plan. The district attorney’s office shall continue to pay the
retired employee’s current health insurance premium or the premium for the
supplemental plan that is comparable to the present insurance coverage.

C. For purposes of this Section, a retired employee shall have twenty-
five years of employment with the district attorney’s office at the time of
retirement.
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§266. Group health insurance; parish of Sabine; office of the district attorney;

eligible retired employees
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A. If a group health insurer offers a retired employee a health insurance
plan, the district attorney’s office of the Eleventh Judicial District shall pay
the retired employee’s premium, upon retirement age, per the Parochial
Employees’ Retirement System of Louisiana. Otherwise, the district attorney’s
office shall pay up to one hundred percent of the retired employee’s health
insurance premium comparable to the premium of an active employee’s plan
of choice.

B. When the retired employee reaches the age or condition for Medicare
eligibility, the retired employee shall secure Medicare and pursue a
supplemental plan. The district attorney’s office shall continue to pay the
retired employee’s current health insurance premium or the premium for the
supplemental plan that is comparable to the present insurance coverage.

C. For purposes of this Section, a retired employee shall have twenty-five
consecutive years of employment with the district attorney’s office at the time
of retirement.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 545
HOUSE BILL NO. 147
BY REPRESENTATIVE GLORIOSO
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 13:2575.2.1, relative to the city of Slidell; to provide relative to

administrative adjudication of certain ordinance violations and judicial

review of administrative hearings; to provide for definitions; and to provide

for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 13:2575.2.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

2575.2.1. City of Slidell; additional administrative adjudication procedures;
judicial review procedures

A.(1) In the city of Slidell, the term “housing violation” as used in this
Section also encompasses building codes, zoning, vegetation, and nuisance
ordinances.

(2) In the city of Slidell, the procedures for administrative adjudication
provided in this Section may also be utilized in matters involving licensing
and permits and any other ordinance violations that may be determined by
the municipal governing authority.

B.(1) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the hearing officer of the city
of Slidell may present a petition to the district court of the parish along with
payment of reasonable costs as required by the clerk. Such petition shall be
duly verified, set forth that the decision is illegal, in whole or in part, and
specify the grounds of the illegality. The petition shall be presented to the
court within thirty days after the filing of the decision of the hearing officer.

(2) Upon the presentation of the petition, the court may allow a writ of
certiorari directed to the hearing officer to review the decision of the hearing

fficer, and there shall rescri herein th ri f tim ithin

which a return may be made and served upon the relator’s attorney. Such
ri hall not 1 han ten m xten h rt. Th

allowance of the writ shall not stay the proceedings upon the decision or
any enforcement thereof unless the person who files the appeal for writ of
certiorari furnishes security, prior to filing notice of appeal, with the agency

f the ci ign rdinan ments in the amoun
fixed by the hearing officer sufficient to assure satisfaction of the finding of
he hearing officer relati he fine, f nal f the hearin n

costs, if any, of correcting the violation.
The hearing officer of the ci f Slidell shall n I ir return
the original papers acted upon by the hearing officer but may return certified
r rn i hereof or h portions thereof lled for h ri

The return shall concisely set forth such other facts as may be pertinent and
material h he groun f ision 1 from and shall

verified.

(4) If, upon the hearing, it appears to the court that testimony is necessary
for the proper disposition of the matter, the court may take additional
iden r int a refer k h eviden The refer: hallr I
to the court with his findings of fact and conclusions of law, and his report
nsti rt of the pr in n which th rmination of th

court shall be made.
Th rt may rever r affirm, wholly or in part, or may modify th

decision brought up for review. All issues in any proceedings under this
ion shall h referen r all other civil ions and pr in

The appellant and the city of Slidell shall be parties in such civil action and
I ing; the hearing officer of the ci f Slidell shall n r
such civil action and proceeding.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 546

HOUSE BILL NO. 172
BY REPRESENTATIVE ECHOLS
AN ACT
To enact Subpart B of Part I of Chapter 12 of Title 42 of the Louisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 42:813 through 817, and

R.S. 49:955(B)(10.1), relative to the Office of Group Benefits; to provide

relative to requirements for certain Office of Group Benefits contractors; to

provide relative to the powers and duties of the Office of Group Benefits; to
provide definitions; to provide exceptions; to provide relative to penalties;
to provide with respect to rulemaking; to provide for an effective date; and
to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Subpart B of Part I of Chapter 12 of Title 42 of the Louisiana
Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 42:813 through 817, is hereby
enacted to read as follows:

SUBPART B. CONTRACTS AND REVENUES

§813. Definitions

A. For the purposes of this Subpart, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

Q) “Administrator” means any entity contracted with the office to adjust
or settle claims in connection with health coverage offered by the office.
The term “administrator” shall not include an employer performing any
such service on behalf of its employees, an independent consulting actuary
contracted with the office, or a pharmacy benefit manager.

(2) “Pharmacy benefit manager” means any entity contracted with the office
to administer a prescription drug or device program of one or more health
plans on behalf of the office in accordance with a pharmacy benefit program.

(3) “Administrative fee” means the sole compensation the administrator or
pharmacy benefit manager receives under the contract. The administrative
fee includes all services related to the contract including but not limited
to appeals, clinical programs, and other communications, eligibility
maintenance, explanation of benefits, formulary customizations, member
grievances and call centers, on-site audits and surveys, prior authorizations
and step thera trend management, and benchmark reporting and
transaction fees. The administrative fee does not include pass-through
claims.

4) “Revenues” means all financial benefits an administrator or pharmacy
benefit manager receives related to utilization or enrollment in programs
offered by the office. These include but are not limited to access fees, market
share fees, formulary access fees, inflation protection and penalty payments,
and marketing grants from pharmaceutical manufacturers, wholesalers,
and data warehouse vendors. “Revenues” also means any financial benefit
received by an administrator or pharmacy benefit manager attached to a
rebate.

§814. Revenue reports

A.(1) Annually on or before April first, each administrator and pharmacy
benefit manager that had a contract with the office in the preceding calendar
year shall file a report with the office detailing any known revenues outside
h ministration fee related heir curren ntract with the office for th
preceding calendar year, by source.

2) Annually on or befor ne thirtieth h administrator and pharm
benefit manager that was required to file a report pursuant to the provisions

f Paragraph (1) of thi ion shall fil final r rt with the offi
updating and supplementing as appropriate any information from its report

fil r n Paragraph (1) of thi ion nsure th 1l r n
for the preceding calendar year are reported.
B. At the tim T rtr ir I n he provisions of thi ion

is filed with the office, the filer shall also submit copies of the report to the
H n n mmi n insuran

C. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the office may
promulgate emergency rules for the initial implementation of this Section.

§815. Administrators

A. Each administrator contr ith the offi hall clearl lish an
administrative fee or a calculation for an administrative fee to be retained

h ministrator for rforman fi i Th ministrator i

prohibited from retaining revenues directly attributable to the contract other
han th ministrative f This prohibition incl r n fromr

and other fee arrangements with third-party administrators which revenues
re directl ri 1 h ministrator’ ntr ith th fi

B.(1) Each year, within thirty days of filing the report required by R.S.
42:814(A)Q), th ministrator shall remi h ffi 1l r n h
are directly attributable to its contract with the office, notwithstanding the

ministrative fi h I 11 in th lendar r T h
report.

2) Each r, within thir ffilingther rtr ir 42:814(A
(2), the administrator shall remit to the office any new revenues disclosed

n h r rt th re directl ri 1 i ntr. ith the offi
notwithstanding the administrative fee.

Amounts r i not retain h ministrator ment for
network access, or value-based clinical and provider quality performance
programs based on national benchmarks, shall not be considered as revenue
for purposes of this Section.

16. Pharm nefit man I
A. Each pharmacy benefit manager contract with the office shall clearly

lish an administrative fi r lculation for an administrati
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be retained by the pharmacy benefit manager for performance of its duties.
The pharmacy benefit manager is prohibited from retaining revenues
directly attributable to the contract other than the administrative fee. This
prohibition includes revenues from rebates and other fee arrangements
with third-party pharmacy benefit managers which revenues are directly
attributable to the pharmacy benefit manager’s contract with the office.

B.(1) Each year, within thirty days of filing the report required by R.S.
42:814(A)1), a pharmacy benefit manager shall remit to the office all revenues
that are directly attributable to its contract with the office, notwithstanding
the administrative fee, that were collected by the pharmacy benefit manager
in the calendar year covered by the report.

(2) Each year, within thirty days of filing the report required by R.S. 42:814(A)
(2), the pharmacy benefit manager shall remit to the office revenues disclosed
on such report that are directly attributable to its contract with the office,
notwithstanding the administrative fee.

§817. Penalties

A. Each administrator and pharmacy benefit manager owes a duty of good
faith and fair dealing to the office. Failure to file a report required by this
Subpart or failure to accurately or completely disclose revenues on such
report shall constitute a breach of the duties imposed in this Section.

B. In addition to any damages, attorney fees, and costs for breach of the
imposed duty, including all costs associated with recovering owed amounts,
the office may be awarded penalties assessed against the breaching party
in an amount not to exceed two times the party’s revenues received for the

calendar year for which the party failed to disclose with the office.
Section 2. R.S. 49:955(B)(10.1) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§955. Application of Chapter to rules and fees

B. The legislature further recognizes that there exist specific exceptions,
exemptions, and limitations to the laws pertaining to the adoption,
amendment, or repeal of any rule or the adoption, increasing, or decreasing
of any fee throughout the revised statutes and codes of this state. Such
exceptions, exemptions, and limitations are hereby continued in effect by
incorporation into this Chapter by citation:
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(10.1) R.S. 42:814(C).

Section 3. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby authorized and
directed to redesignate R.S. 42:801 through 812 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950 as “Subpart A. General Provisions”.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024; if vetoed by
the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall
become effective on July 1, 2024, or on the day following such approval by the
legislature, whichever is later.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
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ACT No. 547
HOUSE BILL NO. 186
BY REPRESENTATIVE VILLIO
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 33:1243(B)(1), relative to the parish of Jefferson; to

provide relative to parish ordinances; to provide relative to the violation of

such ordinances; to provide relative to the penalties for any such violation;

and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published as provided by
Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 33:1243(B)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

B.(1) In the parish of Jefferson, except as to properties zoned or used
for industrial activities, the maximum penalty which may be imposed for
violation of any parish ordinance shall be a fine of five-htndred one thousand
dollars and imprisonment of six months in the parish jail. Notwithstanding
any provision of this Section to the contrary, in the parish of Jefferson,
properties zoned or used for industrial activities may be subject to penalties
for violation of parish ordinances not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars
upon the first violation and not to exceed fifty thousand dollars for a second
or subsequent violation.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.
A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
ACT No. 548

HOUSE BILL NO. 189
BY REPRESENTATIVE WILLARD
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 15:440.4(A)(5) and Children’s Code Articles 323
and 326(A)7) and to enact R.S. 15:440.2(D) and 440.4(C) and Children’s Code
Article 326(C), relative to the taped statements of a protected person; to
provide for an additional person who is authorized to supervise the taking
of a protected person’s statement; to provide for a definition; and to provide
for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 15:440.4(A)(5) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
15:440.2(D) and 440.4(C) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§440.2. Authorization

D. For the purposes of this Part, “civilian investigator” shall mean any
person who performs investigative work as a non-certified employee of a law
enforcement agency and who has completed training required by that law
enforcement agency. Required training shall include, but not be limited to,
basic investigative training and specific training on investigation of crimes
involving a protected person.

§440.4. Method of recording videotape; competency

A. Avideotape of a protected person may be offered in evidence either for
or against a defendant. To render such a videotape competent evidence, it
must be satisfactorily proved:
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(5) That the taking of the protected person’s statement was supervised by a
physician, a social worker, a law enforcement officer, a licensed psychologist,
a medical psychologist, a licensed professional counselor, or an authorized
representative of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
civilian investigator.

C. The provisions of this Section, relative to a civilian investigator’s ability
to render a videotape as competent evidence, shall only apply to a civilian
investigator within a parish with a population of not less than three hundred
eighty-three thousand and not more than four hundred forty thousand as

provided in the most recent federal decennial census.
Section 2. Children’s Code Articles 323 and 326(A)(7) are hereby amended

and reenacted and Children’s Code Article 326(C) is hereby enacted to read
as follows:

Art. 323. Definitions

(1) “Civilian investigator” means any person who performs investigative
work as a non-certified employee of a law enforcement agency and who has
completed training required by that law enforcement agency. Required
training shall include, but not be limited to, basic investigative training and
specific training on investigation of crimes involving a protected person.

(2) “Department” means the Department of Children and Family Services.

)3 “Protected person” means any person who is a victim of a crime or a
witness in a juvenile proceeding and who either:

(a) Is under the age of eighteen years.

(b) Has a developmental disability as defined in R.S. 28:451.242).

) @ “Videotape” means the visual recording on a magnetic tape, film,
videotape, compact disc, digital versatile disc, digital video disc, or by other
electronic means together with the associated oral record.

Art. 326. Competent evidence; procedures for making videotape
A. A videotape of the statements of a protected person who is alleged
to be the victim of or witness to a ecrime may be offered in evidence for or
against such crime. To render such a videotape competent evidence, all of
the following must be satisfactorily proved:
kook sk

(7) The taking of the protected person’s statement was supervised by a
physician, a social worker, a law enforcement officer, a licensed psychologist,
medical psychologist, licensed professional counselor, a civilian investigator,
or an authorized representative of the department.
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C. The provisions of this Article, relative to a civilian investigator’s ability
to render a videotape as competent evidence, shall only apply to a civilian
investigator within a parish with a population of not less than three hundred
eighty-three thousand and not more than four hundred forty thousand as

provided in the most recent federal decennial census.
Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State

ACT No. 549
HOUSE BILL NO. 205
BY REPRESENTATIVES GLORIOSO, BACALA, BOYER, COX, FONTENOT,
HORTON, THOMPSON, VILLIO, AND WILEY
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 15:1352(A)(71) through (87), relative to the crime of racketeering;

to provide for additional crimes that are elements of racketeering activity;

and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 15:1352(A)(71) through (87) are hereby enacted to read as
follows:
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§1352. Definitions

A. As used in this Chapter, “racketeering activity” means committing,
attempting to commit, conspiring to commit, or soliciting, coercing, or
intimidating another person to commit any crime that is punishable under
the following provisions of Title 14 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or the Louisiana
Securities Law:

(71 R.S. 14:329.1 (Riot)

(72) R.S.14:329.2 (Inciting to riot)

(73) R.S.14:51.1 dnjury by arson)

(74) R.S.14:52.1 (Simple arson of a religious building)

(75) R.S. 14:54.2 (Manufacture and possession of delayed incendiary
devices; penalty)

(76) R.S. 14:54.3 (Manufacture and possession of a bomb)

(T7) R.S.14:55 (Aggravated criminal damage to property)

(78) R.S. 14:56.5 (Criminal damage to historic buildings or landmarks by
defacing with graffiti)

(79) R.S.14:61.1 (Criminal damage to a critical infrastructure)

(@B0) R.S.14:71.1 (Bank fraud)

(B1) R.S. 14:34.2 (Battery of a police officer)

(82) R.S.14:40.1 (Terrorizing; menacing)

(B3) R.S.14:63.4 (Aiding and abetting others to enter or remain on
premises where forbidden)

(84) R.S. 14:96 (Aggravated obstruction of a highway of commerce)

(85) R.S. 14:97 (Simple obstruction of a highway of commerce)

(86) R.S. 14:225 (Institutional vandalism)

@7) R.S. 14:327 (Obstructing a fireman)
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Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor
or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to
become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on
the day following such approval.

Approved by the Governor, June 10, 2024.

A true copy:
Nancy Landry
Secretary of State
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