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Even before 2016’s disaster across the Baton Rouge area, parishes have sought ways to improve drainage 
and limit �ooding. Here’s a brief look at ideas �oated or underway.

Seeking solutions: Area flood control projects
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COMITE RIVER DIVERSION
After heavy rains, the 
12-mile-long canal would 
move water from the Comite 
River westward to the 
Mississippi River near Lily 
Bayou. The roughly $460 
million diversion is intended 
to reduce water levels in 
heavily populated areas 
along the lower Comite and 
Amite rivers.

STORMWATER MASTER 
PLAN, BATON ROUGE
Channel enlargement on 
Bayou Fountain, Beaver 
Bayou and Blackwater Bayou; 
clearing debris on Bayou 
Fountain, Jones Creek and 
Wards Creek; concrete lining 
on Jones and Wards creeks.

DARLINGTON RESERVOIR
The 2016 �ood renewed interest in 
a �ood control project along the 
Amite River near Darlington. 
A proposed “dry” dam would extend 
3.6 miles and rise 86 feet to hold 
back runoff. When full, it would 
inundate 26,000 acres of rural 
bottomland forests and farms.

BAYOU MANCHAC
Ascension, East Baton 
Rouge and Iberville parishes 
will consider pumping water 
from Bayou Manchac, Bluff 
Swamp and Spanish Lake 
into the Mississippi River. 
Ascension is snagging logs 
and debris from Bayou 
Manchac and East Baton 
Rouge may as well.

LAUREL RIDGE LEVEE/LA. 22
Extending the Laurel Ridge Levee northward in 
Ascension Parish would protect St. Amant and 
parts of Acy, Galvez and Sorrento. Livingston Parish 
dropped objections after receiving a pledge that 
gaps would be cut into La. 22, which holds back 
water headed to Lake Maurepas and Blind River.

LIVINGSTON DRAINAGE
Federal money initially intended for 
property buyouts was later 
earmarked for drainage projects 
targeting the Blood, Natalbany and 
Tickfaw rivers and Colyell, Little 
Colyell and West Colyell creeks. The 
work is nearly done.

MISSISSIPPI

Reservoir
area

Reservoir
area

Dam


