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TRICENTENNIAL

From Bienville to Bourbon Street to bounce. 300 moments that make New Orleans unique.

HAPPENED
On Sept. 25, 2000,
Steve Gleason
blocked a punt
that symbolized
the rebirth of
N.O. after
Katrina.

The Spokane, Washington, native
moved to New Orleans in 2000 to play
for the New Orleans Saints. On Sept.
25, 2000, in the first Saints game in the
Superdome since Hurricane Katrina,
Gleason blocked a punt from the Atlanta
Falcons. The
punt was re-
covered and
taken to the
end
for a touch-
down by the
Saints’ Cur-
tis Deloatch.
The punt block was considered a
symbolic rebirth of New Orleans. The
statue “Rebirth,” of Gleason blocking
the punt, was installed outside the Su-
perdome in 2012.

Gleason wrote in 2015 that while he lift-
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Steve Gleason blocké z; }n'm)t fr&n Atlanta Falcons punter Mic éel
Koenen in a moment immortalized in the statue ‘Rebirth’ outside the
Superdome.

ed up the city, the city was lifting him up:
“When I blocked the punt on that Monday
night with the world watching, I was buoyed
by a stadium and a city full of preposterous,
hair-brained, unyielding and passionate ide-
alists. We call them Who Dats.”

Gleason married and chose to remain
in New Orleans after he retired from
the National Football [.eague in 2008. In
2011, he announced he had amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS) but said there
would be “No White Flags.” He and his
wife, Michel Varisco, started a founda-
tion, known as “Team Gleason” to advo-
cate for those with ALS and other neu-
romuscular injuries. The documentary
“Gleason,” originally intended as a series
of videos for Gleason’s son, Rivers, was
shown at the Sundance Film Festival in
2016 and details Gleason and his wife’s
struggles with the disease.
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Orleans’ resiliency.
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From left: Steve Gleason with his son Rivers introducing Pearl Jam
in 2016; participating in the New Orleans Marathon in 2013; as San-
ta Claus at Saints game on Dec. 24, 2016 and with his wife, Michel.

the Sept. 26, 2016 game against the Atlanta Falcons.
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