Call to Action Letter 4/27/25

Regarding Anti-Inclusion Measures in Louisiana Universities

Dear public Universities in Louisiana,

I am writing to you as a resident of Louisiana regarding the safety of students and faculty on campuses
across the state, in response to federal DEI restrictions creating widespread fear and mixed reactions on
university campuses in Louisiana.

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette on April 11th, 2025 disbanded its Office for Campus Inclusion.!
Tulane University on March 13, 2025 disbanded and replaced its Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.?
Louisiana State University replaced "Inclusion" in their department dealing with Civil Rights and Title IX,
and removed resources and language from their website regarding diversity and inclusion.?

As Louisiana citizens and residents, this affects all of us. Universities must be safe havens for learning and
growth, and that cannot occur if all are not welcome and encouraged.

Hate crime incidents in America increased from 11,634 in 2022 to 11,862 cases in 2023. Hate crimes rooted
in race, ethnicity or ancestry remain the most common. Anti-Black crimes made up more than half of these
incidents (51.3%).* Additionally, LGBTQ+ students are one of the top three targeted groups in these school-
based hate crimes specifically. College and university crimes represent about 23% of the total school hate
crimes reported in 2022, and the FBI reports that crimes committed on campus also increased 38% between
2018-2022.°

Inclusion is not negotiable. Exclusion should not be, and never should have been, a fundamental value of
education. Without diversity, equity, and inclusion, marginalized groups on university campuses may further
be vulnerable to inordinate discrimination. I urge you to take a stand against outside pressures and stand firm
in protecting every person who makes education a central part of Louisiana’s future.

Signed,

Concerned Resident of Louisiana
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SIGN THE LETTER
INCLUSION MATTERS
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@lIftactivistguild ON INSTAGRAM
FOR MORE INFORMATION



