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The decisionwas the opposite ofwhatHomer
Plessy and his allies were fighting for in 1892
when Plessy set out to test an 1890 state law
that required black andwhite passengers to ride
in separate railroad cars. A group, the Comite
des Citoyen, recruited Plessy, a shoemaker who
was one-eighth black, to ride in a white train car
in order to bring the issue to court. On June 7,
1892, Plessy boarded a “whites only” railcar at
the Press Street station bound for Covington.
Plessy was arrested. He appeared before Judge
John Howard Ferguson on Oct. 13, and his at-
torney argued the Separate Car Act violated the
14thAmendment. Ferguson ruled against Plessy,
saying he was provided equal accommodations
and that he “was simply deprived of the liber-
ty of doing as he pleased.” The state Supreme
Court upheld Ferguson’s decision, which was
then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
high court heard the case on April 13. In a 7-1
decision, amonth later, the SupremeCourt ruled
against Plessy. The decision stood until the Su-
preme Court Brown v. Board of Education de-
cision in 1954 that overturned the “separate but
equal” doctrine.

An 1890 advertisement for the East
Louisiana Railroad Company. Homer
Plessy boarded one of the com-
pany’s whites-only railcar on Press
Street, but Plessy, one-eighth black,
was kicked off. The case went to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

Homer
Plessy,
a New
Orleans
shoemaker,
was
recruited
to test
Louisiana’s
1890
Separate
Car Act.

A story
on June
9, two
days after
Adolph
“Homer”
Plessy
was ar-
rested
after
boarding
a whites-
only
railcar.

The 1896U.S. Supreme
Court decisionPlessy v.
Fergusonmade “separate
but equal” segregation the
lawof the land for 60 years.

Homer Plessy
boarded

a whites-only
railcar on
June 7, 1892.
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NGenerally, the term refers to those born
to families established inLouisianabefore it
became American. The Louisiana Creole
Heritage Center describes Creole people
as those who are “generally known as a
people of mixed French, African, Span-

ish and Native American
ancestry, most of whom
reside in or have familial
ties to Louisiana.” The
first use of the word is
traced back to 1590 when
Father J. de Acosta used
the Spanish word “criollo”
to describe those born of
mixed race in LatinAmerica. InLouisiana, the termwasused in
the 1700s to describe free persons of color, but by the next century, Creolewas used to describe

people ofmixed birthwhose parentswere fromdifferent countries. It later also came to describe the aristocratic
white upper class of French and Spanish ancestry. InNewOrleans, Creoles clustered in the FrenchQuarter, and
the French Opera House was the center of their society. The term Creole is also used commonly to describe
French-inspired cuisine. Creole is also used to describe a type of French spoken in Louisiana that is considered
an autonomous language because of differences in grammatical structure.

The New Orleans
Bee was one of
several New Or-
leans newspapers
that published in
French to appeal
to the French-
speaking Creoles
of the city. Here
the newspaper,
from Sept. 30,
1915, reports on
considerable dam-
age from a tropical
storm.

Today the term Creole refers as much to
a culture as to a people. Tomatoes and
other products were
called “Creole”
because the
were
originally
produced
by Creoles.

A Creole family at the Opera in 1871. The
French Opera House on Bourbon Street was the
center of Creole life in the city until it burned
down in 1919.

ACreole can be black,white, French, Spanish or evenGerman orNativeAmerican.

The term creole
was first used in
1590 to describe
people born of
mixed race in
the New World.
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