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NEW ORLEANS From Bienville to Bourbon Street to bounce. 300 moments that make Nex Orleans unique.

WHAT
HAPPENED

Homer Plessy
boarded
a whites-only

1718 - 2018

railcar on
June 7, 1892.
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Arrest of 8 Negro Travelor Who Per-
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An 1890 advertisement for the East
Louisiana Railroad Company. Homer

Plessy boarded one of the com- aNew train and locked up for violating aec- 9, two o e

pany’s whites-only railcar on Press Orleans tion 2 of get 111 of 1¥00, rolative to sep- days after COl | | t deCISIOH Plessy v
Street, but Plessy, one-eighth black, shoemaker, arate coadhes. Adolph F

was kicked off. The case went to the was It appears that Plessy purchased a “Homer" gu d

U.S. Supreme Court. B | | ccruited ticket to Covingron, aud shortly before Ples er son ma e Separate

e~ his arreat tho conductor asked him if

. totest _hownw & colored man. Ou the Intter* wasar— but equal Segregatlon the

Louisiana’s replying that ho was tho comductor 1o rested

A formed him that ho would )
- 1890 L Hd hnavo to @~ after
R A into the earaet aside (or colored peapl : 1 f h l df 6
-1} Separate  ‘p'liis Lo rofused to do, aud M? L" boarfjmg aWO t e aﬂ OI' OyeaIS.
CarAct.  then atepped up and requeated him: awhites- . .
= go into the otlhier coaeli, but he still re only The decision was the opposite of what Homer
= . fused, and ‘Mr. Cain thereupon in.

=7 formed him that he wonld cithor have 2@  Plessy and his allies were fighting for in 1892

\ “to Ko of go t 1. He rapl
- L St il i A iail t’;"“‘."ﬁ’:"}:“{:: when Plessy set out to test an 1890 state law
couch, andl waw theroupon arrested, that required black and white passengers to ride

o waivod examination f'caterda)'
Lefors Rocorder Moubin, and waas sont in separate railroad cars. A group, the Comite

hofore the cruuival court under &;00
'bouds, . | ‘ des Citoyen, recruited Plessy, a shoemaker who
= 5 was one-cighth black, to ride in a white train car
in order to bring the issue to court. On June 7,
1892, Plessy boarded a “whites only” railcar at
the Press Street station bound for Covington.
Plessy was arrested. He appeared before Judge
John Howard Ferguson on Oct. 13, and his at-
torney argued the Separate Car Act violated the
14th Amendment. Ferguson ruled against Plessy,
saying he was provided equal accommodations
and that he “was simply deprived of the liber-
ty of doing as he pleased.” The state Supreme
Court upheld Ferguson’s decision, which was
then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
AST LO UISI AN A R AILRO AD co high court heard the case on April 13. In a 7-1

decision, a month later, the Supreme Court ruled
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G- P A equal” doctrine.
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The term creole
was first used in
1590 to describe
people born of
mixed race in
the New World.
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A Creole can be black, white, French, Spanish or even German or Native American.

: Generally, the term refers to those born 2
; : e ssvm L to families established in Louisiana before it =

' 4 became American. The Louisiana Creole

@ ghﬂllﬁ hz la yﬂmzuz"@rlmnz‘ Heritage Center describes Creole people

: poLrTiQUE LTTaRATWE || | PRO ARS ET FOCS - g as those who are “generally known as a
people of mixed French, African, Span-
The New Orleans  1Sh and Native American :
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m;:::::m‘ H_'m'_ e “'"""“"'“‘“_'_T‘""""“""‘" s e i e ] speakingCreoles traced back to 1590 when y at the Opera in 1871. The
i s s st e s HiasonamsamseSmimteiagly e eea s Of the city. Here Father J. de Acosta used French Opera House on Bourbon Street was the
the newspaper, N . center of Creole life in the city until it burned
T from Sept. 30, the Spanish word “criollo”  down in 1919.
TLaim e = 1915, reportson ¢ describe those born of
& : considerable dam- . . . . .. .
X age from atropical Mixed race in Latin America. In Louisiana, the term was used in
storm. the 1700s to describe free persons of color, but by the next century, Creole was used to describe

people of mixed birth whose parents were from different countries. It later also came to describe the aristocratic
white upper class of French and Spanish ancestry. In New Orleans, Creoles clustered in the French Quarter, and
the French Opera House was the center of their society. The term Creole is also used commonly to describe
T . French-inspired cuisine. Creole is also used to describe a type of French spoken in Louisiana that is considered
e B an autonomous language because of differences in grammatical structure.
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Today the term Creole refers as much to
a culture as to a people. Tomatoes and
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