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Mosquitoes have, by far, been the deadliest 
insects. With large amounts of rain, swamps 
and humidity, the city and the surrounding 
areas are an ideal habitat for the blood-suck-
ing and disease-spreading fiends.

Between 1817 and 1905, mosquito-borne 
yellow fever killed more than 41,000 people.

After yellow fever was linked to mosqui-
toes in 1905, the city started a massive eradi-
cation program that resulted in no human 
cases of yellow fever in the city after 1905.

While the eradication program continues, 
mosquito borne diseases, including encepha-
litis and Zika are still a constant threat.

New Orleans is also an ideal breeding 
ground for Formosan termites, which don’t 

kill but do destroy homes. The subterranean 
termites were introduced from the South Pa-
cific in the 1940s and 1950s 
through cargo returning 
from World War II.

The termites need 
water and wood, which 
New Orleans has in 
abundance. Though new 
methods have been used 
to detect and eradicate 
their nests, New Orleanians live in a state of 
vigilance against the home wreckers.

Stinging buck moth caterpillars, fire ants 
and roaches are just a few of the other omni-
present pests in the Crescent City.  

Other than the city’s own museum dedicated to them, there’s not much good  
to say about the insects that have literally plagued New Orleans for centuries.

The link  
between 

mosquitoes  
and  

yellow fever was 
made in 1905.

From Bienville to Bourbon Street to bounce. 300 moments that make New Orleans unique. 
WHAT

HAPPENED

Formosan termites 
cause more than 
$300 million in dam-
age each year in New 
Orleans alone.

Aedes aegypti, the 
‘yellow fever mosquito’ 
is one of the most 
common mosquitoes in 
New Orleans. It carries 
Zika, chikungunya and 
dengue.

The red fire 
ant was 
imported into 
Louisiana in 
about 1950.


