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Congress approved another extension to the National Flood Insurance Program. A look at how often Congress has had 
to approve temporary extensions, lapses in the program’s deadline, and other key dates:

Sept. 6, 
2017: 
Trump and 
Democratic 
leaders strike 
a broad-rang-
ing budget 
deal which 
includes a 
three-month 
extension of 
the NFIP to 
Dec. 7, 2017.

Sept. 30, 
2017: 
Program’s 
previous 
long-term 
authorization 
expired.

Nov. 14, 2017: 
House passed 
a compromise 
long-term NFIP 
reauthorization 
negotiated by 
Steve Scalise 
and House 
Financial 
Services Chair 
Jeb Hensarling, 
R-Texas. The 
deal splits 
Louisiana’s 
congressional 
delegation but 
goes nowhere 
in the U.S. 
Senate.

Dec. 7. 2017: 
Congress 
extends the 
NFIP through 
Dec. 22, 2017 
as part of 
broad but short 
government 
funding deal.

Dec. 22, 2017: 
Congress again 
extends the 
NFIP through 
Jan. 19 as part 
of government 
funding deal.

LAPSE:
The NFIP’s 
authorization 
lapsed as part 
of the federal 
government 
shutdown 
between 
Jan. 20 
(a Saturday) 
and Jan. 22
(a Monday).

January 22:
As part of the 
deal to reopen 
the govern-
ment, the NFIP 
is extended to 
February 8.

LAPSE:
The NFIP’s 
authorization 
lapsed as part 
of a nine-hour 
federal 
government 
shutdown on 
February 9.

February 9: 
Congress 
extends the 
NFIP through 
March 23 as 
part of a deal 
to end the 
shutdown. This 
deal splits the 
NFIP’s fate 
from govern-
ment funding.

March 23: 
Extended 
again until 
July 31.

July 31, 2018: 
NFIP extended 
for four months 
through 
Nov. 30 in a 
deal made just 
before another 
lapse would 
have hit.

November 29: 
Extended for one 
week, through Dec. 
7 in another deal 
made just before 
another lapse 
would have hit.
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Dec. 6: 
Congress 
extended the 
NFIP for two 
weeks to Dec. 
21 as part of 
a stop-gap 
funding bill to 
avert a 
government 
shutdown. A 
new deadline, 
just before 
Christmas, 
now looms.


