
From Bienville to Bourbon Street to bounce. 300 moments that make New Orleans unique. 
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Prompted by the success of the first collegiate bowl, the Rose 
Bowl, Col. James Thomson and Fred Digby, publisher and sports 
editor of the New Orleans Item, respectively, first suggested a 
bowl game in New Orleans in 1927 with the name “Sugar Bowl.” 
Their idea didn’t come to fruition until 1935.

Along with the Orange Bowl and Sun Bowl, the Sugar Bowl is 
the second-oldest bowl game in the nation.

The first Sugar Bowl was played at Tulane University and fea-
tured home team Tulane, which defeated Temple 20-14 in 1935. 
The game was played at Tulane Stadium from 1935 until 1974, 
when it was moved to the Superdome, where it has been played 
every year except a post-Katrina trip in 2006 to the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta.

The game has traditionally featured the Southeastern Confer-
ence champion against a top-tier, at-large opponent.

Starting in 2015, the Sugar Bowl began hosting the champions 
of the SEC and the Big 12, unless one of those teams is taking 
part in a national championship game. In that case, a team from 
the same conference takes its place. It is also rotates as host for 
a national semifinal game. Sponsors of the bowl have included 
USF&G Financial Services and Nokia. Allstate Insurance began 
sponsoring the bowl game in 2006.

Tulane defeated Temple in the first Sugar Bowl, 20-14, in 
1935. Backers of the Sugar Bowl thought New Orleans was an 
ideal location because of the city’s mild winter climate.

The Sugar Bowl 
was played at 
Tulane Stadium 
from 1935 
until 1974. The 
stadium could 
hold about 
83,000 fans. 

Traditionally, the Sugar Bowl hosted one SEC team against a top-tier rival, 
often another SEC team, like in this 1969 matchup between Arkansas and 
Georgia. Arkansas defeated Georgia at Tulane Stadium 16-2.

The Sugar Bowl was moved to the 
Superdome in 1975. In that matchup 
Alabama beat Penn State, 13-6.

The Sugar 
Bowl trophy 

is solid silver 
and was made in 
London in 1830. 

The trophy was 
donated by New 
Orleans antique 
shop Waldhorn 

Company. 

The Sugar Bowl was a dream for more than nine years before it became a reality.

The first 
Sugar Bowl 

was played at 
Tulane Stadium 

in 1935.
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