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The Code Noir
was first put in
place in the Loui-
siana Territory in
1724. It was a collec-
tion of 55 rules that
dictated how slaves
were to be treated,
punished and what
they were allowed
to do. The code
gave more power
to the slave owners
than the slaves but
required punish-
ment for slave own-
ers who didn’t fol-
low the rules. Among other things, the
code required that all slaves be instructed
in the Roman Catholic faith; be allowed
tomarry; be fed and cared for even if un-
able to work; and be protected from tor-
ture. Free men of color, including freed
slaves, were given the same rights as the
free born French. But the code also pre-
vented gatherings of slaves; allowed slave
owners to punish slaves who ran with
branding and even death; and prohibited
slaves from owning property or carrying
weapons. Unlike the French Code Noir

Code Noir
was put

into effect in
Louisiana on
Sept. 10, 1724.
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JEWS COULD NOT RESIDE in
the French colonies.
SLAVES MUST BE BAPTIZED in
the Roman Catholic Church.
PUBLIC EXERCISE OF ANY RELIGION
other than Roman Catholicism
was prohibited; masters who al-
lowed or tolerated it by their
slaves could also be punished .
ONLY CATHOLIC MARRIAGES
would be recognized.
WHITE MEN WOULD BE FINED
FOR HAVING CHILDRENwith
slave concubines owned by
another man, as would the
slave concubine’s master. If
themanwho engaged in sex-
ual relations with a slave was
themaster of the slave con-
cubine, the slave and any re-
sulting children would be re-
moved from his ownership. If
a free, unmarriedman should
have relations with a slave
owned by him, he should then
bemarried to the slave concu-
bine, thus freeing her and any
resulting child from slavery.
WEDDINGS BETWEEN SLAVES
must be carried out only
with themasters’ permis-
sion. Slaves must not bemarried
without their own consent.
CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN MARRIED
SLAVESwere also slaves, belong-
ing to the female slave’s master.
CHILDREN BETWEEN A MALE SLAVE
AND A FREE WOMANwere free;
children between a female slave
and a freemanwere slaves.
SLAVES MUST NOT CARRY WEAPONS
except under permission of their
masters for hunting purposes.
SLAVES BELONGING TO DIFFERENT
MASTERSmust not gather at any

time under any circumstance.
SLAVES SHOULD NOT SELL
SUGAR CANE, even with per-
mission of their masters.
SLAVES SHOULD NOT SELL ANY
OTHER COMMODITYwithout
permission of their masters.

MASTERS MUST GIVE FOOD
(quantities specified) and
clothes to their slaves, even to
those whowere sick or old.
SLAVES MAY NOT TESTIFY in court.
A SLAVE WHO STRUCK his or her
master, his wife, mistress or
children would be executed .
A SLAVE HUSBAND AND WIFE (and
their prepubescent children)
under the samemaster were
not to be sold separately.
FUGITIVE SLAVES ABSENT FOR A
MONTH should have their ears

cut off and be branded. For
another month their hamstring
would be cut and they would
be branded again. A third time
they would be executed .
FREE BLACKS WHO HARBOURED
FUGITIVE SLAVESwould be beaten

by the slave owner and fined
300 pounds of sugar per day
of refuge given; other free
people who harboured fugi-
tive slaves would be fined 10
livres tournois per day.
MASTERS MAY CHAIN AND
BEAT SLAVES but may not
torture nor mutilate them.
MASTERS WHO KILLED THEIR
SLAVESwould be punished.
SLAVES WERE COMMUNITY
PROPERTY and could not be
mortgaged, andmust be
equally split between the
master’s inheritors, but
could be used as payment in
case of debt or bankruptcy,
and otherwise sold.
SLAVEMASTERS 20 YEARS
OF AGE (25 yearswithout
parental permission)
may free their slaves.
SLAVES WHO WERE DECLARED

TO BE SOLE LEGATEES by their
masters, or named as executors
of their wills, or tutors of their
children, should be held and
considered as freed slaves.
FREED SLAVES WERE FRENCH SUB-
JECTS, even if born elsewhere.
FREED SLAVES HAD THE SAME
RIGHTS as French colonial subjects.
FEES AND FINES PAIDwith re-
gard to the Code Noir must
go to the royal administration,
but one third would be as-
signed to the local hospital.

in affect in St. Domingue, mixed mar-
riages were prohibited and slave owners
couldn’t easily free their slaves. The rules
were modified under Spanish rule of the
territory, and slaves were given more
freedoms to earnmoney and to buy their
own freedom. Because of these codes,
there were more free men of color in the
territory than all other areas of the coun-
try combined. CodeNoir endedwhen the
United States took over the territory in
1803, but other black codes were put into
effect.

Some version of the Code Noir, or the black codes, ruled the lives of slaves and freedmen
of color for more than 100 years.
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Between 1800 and 1900, yellow fever struck
the city 67 times, with the worst epidemics
coming in 1847, 1853, 1854, 1855 and 1858. In
1853 alone, at least 8,600 people died from the
disease, and 41,000 people died between 1817
and 1905. While other cities had outbreaks of
the viral disease, New Orleans had the most
epidemics.
It was long a mystery how the grim, hem-

orrhagic disease was spread. Health officials
from around the world studied the city and
blamed a variety of causes, including un-
sanitary conditions and general atmospheric
miasma. Following the outbreak in 1853, the

NewYork Times blamed the disease on slav-
ery. Those who could afford it left the city
every summer. Immigrants, unaware of the
threat of yellow fever,were themost common
victims of the disease. In 1901, Walter Reed
proved the disease was spread by mosqui-
toes, but some New Orleans residents didn’t
believe the conclusion and didn’t cover their
openwooden cisterns, a breeding ground for
the mosquitoes. This led to a final yellow fe-
ver epidemic in 1905 that killed 452. The epi-
demic and future epidemics were prevented
after cisterns were ordered closed and the
city was regularly fumigated.

A boy from an Irish immigrant family suf-
fering from yellow fever in 1855. Irish and
German immigrants were blamed by some
for the epidemics, as nativists charged they
were a public health scourge.

Fumigation teams went house to house, fumigating inside homes, to eradicate mos-
quitoes.

Sulphur was used to rid homes of mosqui-
toes, with 2 pounds of sulphur used for a
10-foot by 10-foot room.

The Sisters of
Charity cared
for infants
and children
with yellow
fever at St.
Vincent’s
Infant Asylum
on Magazine
Street.

A report detailing the yellow fever deaths over the course of a
single day.

The threat of yellow fever terrorized New Orleans every
summer formore than 100years.

The biggest
yellow fever
epidemic, in
1853, killed
8,647 people.
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