
From Bienville to Bourbon Street to bounce. 300 moments that make New Orleans unique. 

THE STORY OF MR. BINGLE

When Santa left his 
shop one day

He found a snowman 
near his sleigh.

“You’ll be my helper 
now,” he said,

And tapped the little 
fellow on the head.

The snowman laughed 
and sang a jingle,
So Santa named 
him “Mr. Bingle.”

That’s how they came 
came to be each year at 

Maison Blanche with 
Christmas cheer. 

With an ice cream cone as a hat, wings of holly and an ever-present 
candy cane, the snowman character “Mr. Bingle” is a touchstone of 
childhood for many New 
Orleanians and a reminder 
of Canal Street’s past as a 
grand shopping corridor.

Mr. Bingle was the brainchild of Maison 
Blanche’s window-display manager Emile 
Alline. Alline created Mr. Bingle — a San-
ta’s helper — as a Christmas mascot for the 
department store in 1948. Puppeteer Edwin 
“Oscar” Isentrout brought Mr. Bingle to life 
during puppet shows in the store’s toy de-
partment at Christmastime. The snowman 
was also featured on television and in radio 
commercials.

Maison Blanche hung a huge Mr. Bingle out-
side the department store, now The Ritz Carl-
ton, until Dillard’s, which bought out Maison 
Blanche, closed the store.

For a short time, the 17-foot-tall and 
29-foot-high fiberglass snowman was hung 
outside the Dillard’s store at Lakeside Mall in 
Metairie. Dillard’s gave Mr. Bingle to Friends 
of City Park and the iconic snowman is on 
display every year for the park’s Celebration 
in the Oaks. “We feed him all the marshmal-
lows he can eat,” says John Hopper, spokes-
man for the park.

300
NE W ORLE ANS

TRICENTENNIAL

1718 ~ 2018

N
EW

 O
R

LEA
N

S PU
BLIC

 LIBR
A

RY

NEW ORLEANS CITY PARK

MR. BINGLE JINGLE

Jingle, Jangle, Jingle,  
here comes Mr. 

Bingle...
with another message 

from Kris Kringle.
Time to launch the 
Christmas Season,

Maison Blanche makes 
Christmas pleasin.’

Gifts galore for 
you to see,
each a gem  
from... MB.

Mr. Bingle adorned the front of 
Maison Blanche at Christmas time 
until the store was purchased by 
Dillard’s. Mr. Bingle can now be 
seen at Celebration in the Oaks. 

Emile Alline 
was inspired 
to create Mr. 
Bingle after a 
1947 visit to 

Marshall Fields.
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