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Hiring Our Heroes:  COL Howe Selected as Chamber Fellow

The Temple Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors re-
cently announced the selection of COL Robert F. Howe II, 
former Commanding Officer, 1st Medical Brigade at Fort 
Hood, as a Corporate Fellow through the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce Hiring Our Heroes Corporate Fellowship 
Program.

The Hiring Our Heroes Corporate Fellowship Program is 
an innovative initiative that provides transitioning service 
members with professional training and hands-on experi-
ence in the civilian workforce. The professional develop-
ment offered through the program prepares candidates, 
like COL Howe, for a smooth transition into meaningful 
civilian careers.

Originally from Iowa, COL Howe is a 30-year Army Veter-

an with a broad range of executive leadership experience 
around the globe. 

He most recently commanded the historic 1st Medical 
Brigade “Silver Knights” at Fort Hood, Texas. Previous 
command assignments include the 47th Combat Support 
Hospital, at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington and 
in Iraq; Commander, 5th Battalion, 158th Aviation Regi-
ment, Ansbach, Germany and in Afghanistan; and Com-
mander, 159th Medical Company (Air Ambulance), Wies-
baden, Germany and in Afghanistan.

“The Temple Chamber of Commerce is honored to have 
COL Howe join us. It is most fitting that our first venture 
as a sponsor of a Fellow be with the 1st Medical Brigade, 
one of our Fort Hood community partners,” explained Rod 
Henry, Temple Chamber President.

Participating corporations in the Hiring Our Heroes Pro-
gram benefit by gaining access to the best and brightest 
transitioning service members, while also developing a 
more comprehensive understanding of the veteran job 
market.

“The Chamber will benefit by having one of the best tran-
sitioning service members working with us on specific 
projects,” noted Henry. 

“We are excited to have COL Howe on board with us to 
augment two key Chamber initiatives. He will be focused 
on COVID-19 response and mitigation assisting to in-
form, educate, communicate, and advocate for improved 
methods with the greater Temple business community 
and assisting with our Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Coun-
cil to better define and develop strategic points for action 
by the community group,” continued Henry.

COL Howe intends to call Temple home following his re-
tirement from the Army in July of this year. He is married 
to Catherine (28 years) and they have one child still at 
home, who attends Temple Health and Bioscience Insti-
tute and Killeen High School. 

COL Howe will participate in the Hiring Our Heroes Cor-
porate Fellowship with the Temple Chamber of Com-
merce from February 1 – April 2, 2021.
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