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STARTING THURSDAY, JULY 1, 2021

West Side Family Health Care will open at 

7:00 am Monday - Friday
Holiday and weekend hours will remain 10:00 am - 9:00 pm
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Taft College won best walking group in the Oildorado Grand Parade for an entry that included a balloon celebrating
the college's upcoming centennial celebration in 2022. See more photos from the big parade on A9 and A10.

Taft tastes rain, 
more may be coming

Taft got its first measurable rain in months on
Monday and more -- possibly a lot more -- could be
coming by early next week.

The National Weather Service automated
weather station in Taft record .11 inches of rain early
Monday, wth most of that falling in a two-hour period
from about 5:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m.

That storm brought in much colder air after a
warm weekend at the end of Oildorado.

Temperatures will warm though most of this week
up to the mid to high 70s before dropping off a bit for
the weekend.

The next major weather system is expected to
move in late Sunday.

By Sunday night there is a 60 percent chance of
rain and that will continue through the day on Mon-
day.

Up to a half inch of rain is expected in the Taft
area and  much more is expected further north.

Winds will be gusty at times on Sunday and Mon-
day.

Forecasters say wind advisories could be issued
with the Sunday-Monday storm.

Cool, unsettled weather is expected Tuesday.

McCarthy names Youngblood to review Board
Congressman Kevin McCarthy

has appointed Sheriff, Coroner,
and Public Executive of Kern
County, Sheriff Donny Young-
blood, to the State and Local Law
Enforcement Congressional
Badge of Bravery Review Board
within the U.S. Department of
Justice. The Review Board is
comprised of individuals with
knowledge or expertise in the
field of state and local law en-
forcement and is tasked with
making recommendations to the
U.S. Attorney General on recipi-
ents of the Congressional Badge
of Bravery.

McCarthy released the follow-
ing statement supporting Sheriff
Youngblood’s appointment:

“I have had the pleasure of
working with Sheriff Youngblood
on a variety of local issues over
the years. And throughout our
countless interactions, one thing
is clear: he cares about our com-
munity.  

“With his decades  of experi-
ence working in law enforcement,
I have no doubt that he has the
qualifications to make a positive
impact on the Review Board, and
that he will make our community
proud.”

•In 2008, Congress passed the
Law Enforcement Congressional
Badge of Bravery Act of 2008
(P.L. 110-298) which established
the State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Congressional Badge of
Bravery Review Board to make
recommendations on awarding
exceptional acts of bravery in the
line of duty for law enforcement
officers.

•One civilian member of the
State and Local Law Enforcement
Congressional Badge of Bravery
Review Board is appointed jointly

Support Measure A to fund police, fire
The best things in life are free, but you have to

pay for the necessities.
In Taft, we've had things pretty good here in

terms of public services.
A clean, well kept city with public works crews

that fill potholes and have secured vacant buildings
to keep transients out, a police department that is
prompt and professional and keeps Taft a very, very
safe place to live; and excellent fire protection
through a contract with the Kern County Fire De-
partment.

But all that is in jeopardy now.
Decisions already made in Sacramento have

cost the city a lot of money and it’s hard to be opti-
mistic that more money won't be lost.

The City says it could be up to $3 million in lost

revenue, including the money lost when the state
closed Taft's modified community corrections facility.

A federal decision to close the Taft Correctional
Facility for at least several years has also hurt.

Costs are going up significantly.
Taft has been able to contract with the KCFD for

the past 15 years for about $500,000 annually.
It was a pretty good dal.
But now the county, facing fiscal challenges of its

own, says it can't afford to subsidize the smaller
cities in the county like Taft.

For Taft that means our costs are going to double
very soon.

All this is adding up to create the potential for a
fiscal crisis that could lead to layoffs and cutbacks in
city services.

The one way to avoid that crisis is to vote for
Measure A.

It will help the city raise the necessary money to
keep Taft safe and clean.

The revenues raised from the measure will all be
kept local and under control of local elected officials.
None of the money goes to Sacramento and all of
the control stays right here in Taft.

That's important because every penny raised will
be spent here where its needed. Road repair, a
clean safe Rails to Trails,  police protection, fire pro-
tection -- the things that matter to all of us.

The Driller recommends a yes vote on Measure
A to maintain the quality of life and safety we all now
enjoy.

Suspect arrested after

motor home pursuit
By Doug Keeler

Midway Driller Editor

dkeeler@taftmidwaydriller.com

@midwaydriller

Taft Police arrested
an Oceanside man after
he led an officer on a
pursuit in his motor
home from Taft to Valley
Acres last week, a
spokesman said..

The chase ended
after the suspect vehicle
became disabled after
going into a drainage
ditch near Cherry Av-
enue.

According to Sgt.
Corey Beilby, an officer
saw the motor home col-
lide with a stop sign at
Sixth and North and con-
tinue driving about 10
a.m. Friday.

The officer attempted
a traffic stop, but the
suspect vehicle failed to
yield and continued driv-
ing and the pursuit en-

sued.
It ended when the

motor home went off the
road in Vally Acres.

The suspect, identi-
fied as Ryan Lane
Hansen, 31, was injured
in the accident. He was
taken to a Bakersfield
hospital after later
booked into the Kern
County jail.

Beilby said Lane had
three felony warrants out
of San Diego County for
violating probation, iden-
tity theft and violation of
probation and a third for
felony evading police
and violation of post re-
lease supervision.

Locally, he now faces
charges of hit-and-run,
felony evading posses-
sion of narcotics para-
phernalia and "multiple
traffic violations," Beilby
said.
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