Locally owned to service
your community!

CALL 435-893-4442
MCRAETRANS.COM

General Pest Service

• Ants
• Cockroaches
• Spiders
• Sow Bugs
• Earwigs
• Fleas/Ticks
• Bees

CALL TODAY

• Mice
• Termites
• Fungas
• Dry Rot
• Repairs
• Treatments
• & Much More

661-750-5892

www.oxleypest.com

Going green happens one step at a time.
We can help you get started.

GOLOWFLOW
P.O. Box 1105, 800 Kern Street Taft, CA 93268

West Kern Water District Phone: (661) 763-3151 Fax: (661) 765-4271

For more water conservation tips, go to www.wkwd.com
$1.50
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Highway 119 section
renamed to honor
Corporal Luis Ruan
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The Fox Theater, a landmark in Taft’s downtown, is closed and its future is up in the air as the West Side Recreation
and Park District is looking at the feasibility of getting it open again.

Fox Theater closes,
Rec may help open it
By Doug Keeler
Midway Driller Editor
dkeeler@taftmidwaydriller.com
@midwaydriller
The Fox Theater is closed, temporarily at least, and its
future as Taft’s only movie theater is in doubt.
Now the West Side Recreation and Park District is
in contact with the building’s owner to see if it can be
reopened.
There are numerous problems with the landmark
downtown theater that resulted in it being closed earlier
this month.
From the marquee in front to air conditioner on top to
the restrooms in the basement and including the snack
bar and projector, the historic theater needs major repairs and cleaning, two Rec District officials said at last
week’s Taft Chamber of Commerce Sit n’ Sip.
District administrator Les Clark said he wants to try to
get the theater open again and “give it a run” but he’s
not willing to risk taxpayer money.
Citing the district’s fiduciary duty to the taxpayers, he
said he looking at other funding options.
If it can be reopened, the theater could be used for
more events than just movies to increase revenue.

Clark said a lot of thought is being given to activating
a tax-exempt foundation the Rec established several
years ago called Diamonds in the Rough.
He said the Rec is starting to talk with potential partners for the foundation now.
Clark said getting the Fox open again is going to have
to be a community effort.
“Taft has got to circle the wagons. (The Fox) is essential the community. It’s essential to the downtown area,”
Clark said.
Rec administrative assistant Terra O’Neill, who has
been working on the project, said the theater needs a
thorough cleaning.
Clark also gave a brief update on another local fixture,
the Natatorium. It has been closed for three summers.
The district recently received $600,000 for repairs to the
aging pool, but that’s only a start. Clark said the newest
estimates for getting the pool repaired are about $1.2
million.
Clark said the district is still looking for more funding
from the state and looking for community partners.
It is also exploring ways to increase revenue to cover
the cost of keeping it running once it is repaired.

In recognizing the dedicated service and ultimate
sacrifice of Taft’s adopted
son Corporal Luis Ruan,
Assemblyman Vince Fong
(R-Kern County) passed
legislation renaming a
segment of State Route 119
in Taft as the Corporal Luis
Ruan Memorial Highway.
“Our community – our
nation – are grateful to
Luis’s parents, Juana and
Sotero, for sharing so much
Corporal Luis Ruan
about their son with us,”
said Assemblyman Fong. “We are forever grateful for his
selfless service to our country. He will forever be memorialized by the renaming of a portion of Highway 119 in
his honor.”
The segment of Highway 119 from East Kern Street
to Cedar Street will be re-designated the Corporal Luis
Ruan Memorial Highway
A Taft Union High School graduate in 2015, Luis Ruan
joined the United States Army the following year. In
2019, Luis was stationed at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas
when he was involved in a military training accident. As
a result, Luis was left with a traumatic brain injury. Luis
spent time in multiple hospitals working to recover. Sadly,
on April 20, 2020, Luis passed away, leaving behind his
parents, two sisters and many nieces and nephews.
“We appreciate the community and Assemblymember
Fong for honoring our son and for helping to keep his
memory alive”, said Juana Rodela, Luis’s mother. “Luis
was a friend to everyone and liked to make people laugh.
He loved to play soccer and wanted to join the California
Highway Patrol after his military service. We miss him
every day.”

One arrested after
assault at Fastrip

Taft Police are continuing their investigation into
an assault in the Fastrip
parking lot Friday night
that sent one man to the
hospital with major head
injuries.
Police have made one
arrest in connection with
the attack and another
man was arrested at the
scene on an unrelated
charge.
Sgt. Corey Beilby said
officers responded to the
convenience store on the
900 block of Kern Street
just after 9:30 p.m. for a
report of a fight.
They found the victim,
an adult male, on he
ground with serious head

injuries.
He was later flown to
a Bakersfield hospital for
treatment.
Beilby said “multiple
witnesses” identified one
suspect, Chester Lewis
Goff III, 37, for the assault.
Goff was charged with
felony assault with great
bodily injury and booked
and later released on bail.
Several videos of the
incident have been circulating on social media.
Beilby said the investigation is ongoing and
anyone with information on
the attack should contact
Taft Police at 661-763-317

Chamber sponsoring candidates forum
The Taft District Chamber of Commerce has announced its candidate
forum for the Nov. 8 general election
will be held on Occ. 5 at 7 p.m., in
the Oildorado Room of the Taft Transit Center, 550 Supply Row.
This forum has been designed for
all the participating candidates in
the upcoming contested elections
to have a chance to speak to the
community. The candidates will be
asked questions exploring issues
facing each group in our community:
Those asked to participate include
City Council incumbents Josh Bryant
and Ed Whiting and three challeng-

ers running for the two seats, Ryan
Wade, Ron Waldrop, and Carlos
Chavira.
The Taft City School District has
two incumbents running, Les Clark,
Jr. and Rene Bitzer Hill, with one
challenger, James Carter, running to
unseat an incumbent.
The West Kern Community College District (Taft College) has three
incumbents running for their seat on
the Board -- current Board President Dawn Cole, Board Secretary
Michael Long, and Alisa Ramirez.
Challengers include Mike Eveland
and Jeremy Gregory.

Also of interest in this coming
election is Measure Q which will
ask citizens to choose whether to
change the office of the Clerk of
the City to an appointed position
rather than an elected one, as it now
stands. A presentation designed
to explain the pros and cons of this
issue will be presented at the Forum.
The public is invited to join the
Chamber at the Oildorado Room
for the Forum. Questions may be
directed to Kathy or Chelsi at the
Chamber at 661 765-2165.

Photo By Doug Keeler/Midway Driller
Aera Vice President of Operations Brent Ilott spoke to
Taft Union High School oil technology students and their
families Monday evening at the academy’s annual barbecue. Ilott talked about his childhood in Canada, the path
to his career in the oil industry and how he came here for
five years but has stayed for 19 now.

Business For Sale
Same location 31 years

Acme Jewelry
426 Center St. Taft, CA
661-763-5451

T 661-763-4102
617 6th Street
Taft, CA 93268

All Inventory & Fixtures

Time to Retire!
For information regarding classes, prices, registration
deadlines, ages etc. please call 661.765.6677

