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Taft Union High School Oil Technol-
ogy students took part in the annual
Career Day last week. This year's
event was held under a tent at the
West Kern Oil Museum. 
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Jack in the Box corporate officials and area managers were joined by City of Taft officials and the Taft Chamber of
Commerce to officially welcome the new Jack In The Box franchise. The long-awaited fast-food establishment
opened a couple of weeks prior to long drive-though lines.
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Nick Frankle, past district governor for District 5240,
speaks next to a peace pole placed at the Historic Fort.
the pole contains the words "May Peace Prevail on
Earth" in four languages -- English, Spanish, Filipino and
Samoan. Frankle spoke at a Rotary event for teens, Kern
YES (Youth empowerment Summit, held there Saturday.
About 70 high school students and 27 Rotary volunteers
took part in a day of activities.  The one-day event fo-
cuses on each student’s personal growth and develop-
ment through group dynamics, workshops, and speakers,
including former Bakersfield chief of police Lyle Martin.
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At right, More than 20 companies
took part and mock interviews with
students and even some real inter-
views for internships were conducted.

City selling lot to

Habitat for Humanity
By Doug Keeler
Midway Driller Editor
dkeeler@taftmidwaydriller.com
@midwaydriller

The City of Taft is going to transfer a vacant lot to
Habitat for Humanity.

The city owned lot at 233 Calvin Street was origi-
nally purchased by  with plans in 2010 to build sin-
gle-family affordable housing on the lat.

But the HOME Grant that was going to fund it ex-
pire before the project got off the ground, according
to a city staff report.

Then Habitat stepped in and offered to purchase
the land for an affordable housing project of its own.

The city found that Habitat's project is consistent
with the city's goal of affordable housing, and agreed
to the sale.

The Taft City Council approved it on March 15.
The city was able to obtain the property for just

$6,500 and will sell it to Habitat for that price.
Habitat will also cover all fees associated with the

sale.

Taft Police arrested

armed felony suspect
By Doug Keeler
Midway Driller Editor
dkeeler@taftmidwaydriller.com
@midwaydriller

Taft Police arrested an armed felon wanted in
Santa Barbara County who is also the subject of
"multiple Taft Police Department investigations" Sun-
day afternoon in South Taft.

The suspect, identified as Fabian Romero, 29,
was booked on numerous charges, including pos-
session of a firearm by a previously convicted felon,
possession of ammunition by a previously convicted
felon, possession of controlled substance while
armed, possession of a loaded unregistered hand-
gun, resisting arrest, a felony warrant from Santa
Barbara County and three Kern County misde-
meanor arrest warrants. 

Police were actually investigating another case
when the found the suspect, Taft Police Sgt. Corey
Beilby said.

The sergeant said officers went to 135 Pico St. to
make contact with a subject regarding an unrelated
investigation. While at the residence an officer saw a
man who he recognized Romero standing inside a
detached garage.

The suspect initially attempted to barricade him-
self in the garage, Beilby said, but after a brief strug-
gle was ultimately taken into custody without
incident. During the investigation, Romero was found
to be in possession of a loaded .40 caliber handgun,
ammunition, and suspected methamphetamine. The
firearm was unregistered, Beilby said.

A second subject at the residence was in posses-
sion of methamphetamine and was cited and re-
leased, Beilby said.

Temps to go from 90s to 60s in Taft
We're on the top of a

roller-coast ride of tem-
peratures that will see
afternoon highs go from
the mid 90s late this
week to the 60s by early
next week.

There's even a slight
chance of rain Monday
night and Tuesday.

The spring heatwave
is expected to peak on
Friday with a high of 95
degrees after an
overnight low in he mid
to upper 60s.

It will be just a little
bit breezy Friday night
as the cooling starts, but
Saturday will be notice-

ably cooler with a high of
80.

The cooling contin-
ues Sunday with a high
of 71, before cooling
even more on Monday
with a high of 64 fol-
lowed by a chilly
overnight low in the mid-
40s.

Tuesday high is ex-
pected to be just 62, ac-
cording to the National
Weather Service.

The NWS said there
is a 20 percent chance
of rain Monday night and
Tuesday.

Covid-19 levels drop 90 percent in Taft
Covid-19 levels in the Taft

area have dropped by 90 percent
to the lowest levels since 2020.

The last figures from the Kern
County Health Department show
only 78 active cases in the 93268
area code a significant drip since
the peak from the omicron variant
in January and February when
there were nearly 800 active
cases here.Similar drops are
being reported in other Westside
communities and in the entire
county.

Still, the pandemic has taken

its toll.
The health department re-

ported Tuesday that 2,304 people
have died from COVID-19 since
the pandemic spread to Kern
County in March 2020.

The county as a whole has
only 140 new cases reported on
Tuesday and has just 4,238
cases.

The health department said
the case rate has dropped by 71
percent from the previous week.

Taft now has 4,264 total cases
but 4,1086 are either fully recov-

ered or presumed recovered.
That's a drop of about 90 per-

cent from Feb. 15 when 797 ac-
tive cases were reported.

Maricopa has just six active
cases, the Fellow-Derby Acres
area has only one and just one
case is reported in the McKittrick
area.

The health department, which
had been updating Covid-19 fig-
ures every week day, will now
start updating only on Tuesday
and Friday.


