
Laynewood Farm and Produce
What is your name and what is

your farm called?
Alvin Cassell. Laynewood Farm

and Produce.

Which farmers markets do you
sell at?

Wytheville Farmers Market,
Rural Retreat Farmers Market and
Abingdon Farmers Market

What do you
sell and when
did you begin?

Variety of
fruits and
vegetables:
strawberries,
watermelons,
cantaloupes,
tomatoes, sum-
mer squash,
cabbage,
broccoli, cau-
liflower, sweet
corn, eggplant,
winter squash,
onions, pota-
toes, peppers,
cucumbers. I
started selling
at farmers mar-
kets in 2002.

What makes your booth spe-
cial?

The variety, quality and taste of
all the produce I sell.

What do you know now that
you wish you’d have known on
your first day?

Customers continue to want
to have produce available earlier
each year.

What’s the most surprising
thing about being a vendor?

Customers want fresh, quality
produce that is home grown

Have you become more aware
of shopping local since you
joined the market?

Yes, I look at their price, quality
and freshness

What is your favorite thing to
eat from the market?
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Letter: The
Music on Main.
See A4

Training
ReVIDA Re-
covery Center
hosts opioid
seminar. See
Page A2.

Charting New Courses
Wytheville Community College adds pair of degree

programs in agriculture and in veterinary studies. See
Page A5.

Trophy winners
George Wythe
grabs first place in
academic award cup.
See Page B2.
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th

Annual Senior Day in the Park

Thursday, June 13 • 11am - 3pm

Withers Park • Wytheville, VA
Free hamburgers & hot dogs with all the trimmings, games,

entertainment, door prizes & much more!

Blood
pressure

screenings,
& useful

information from
local health

organizations.

Hope to see you there!

For more information, please contact
Libby Dancy @ 783-8157.
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Wytheville Enterprise

Smythman charged inWythe slaying
BY JEFFREY SIMMONS

Staff

Less than a month after nab-
bing a suspect in a deadly attack
on the Appalachian Trail, Wythe
deputies returned to the nation-
al forest on Saturday to inves-
tigate the discovery of another
dead body – this one a female.

On Sunday, they charged the
woman’s husband in her shoot-
ing death.

Steven Ray Crouse, 53, of Ceres

was given a court-appointed at-
torney on Monday to represent
him on charges of first-degree
murder, use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony and dispos-
ing of a body on public property.

According to police and court
documents, deputies were
called to Oriole Drive in the Jef-
ferson National Forest at 1:31
p.m. on Saturday after 60-year-
old Peggy Ann Crouse’s body was
found lying next to the roadway
near Oriole Drive’s intersection

with Craw-
fish Road.

An in-
v e s t i g a t o r
wrote that
she had “a
large upper
right chest
wound” and
that rescue

workers said the body was still
warm to the touch when they
arrived.

During the investigation,

deputies learned that an unoc-
cupied gold Chevrolet SUV had
been seen parked near the crime
scene. A witness also claimed
that Steven Crouse had threat-
ened Peggy Crouse and her
daughter with a shotgun on May
25.

“The witness reported that
Steven Ray Crouse stated to
Peggy Ann Crouse while hold-
ing a shotgun that he would kill
them and then proceeded to
discharge the firearm into the

sky,” an investigator wrote in an
arrest warrant.

After the incident, Peggy
Crouse moved in with her
daughter in Marion, according
to court documents.

Teresa Williams said she last
saw her mother alive when Wil-
liams left her apartment at 9:30
a.m. on Saturday. Peggy Crouse’s
body was found four hours later.

On Sunday, police went to

Staff reports

It’s June, which in Wytheville
means Chautauqua time, when
balloons fill the sky and music fills
the air.

Events kick off Friday, June 14,
with the colorful balloon glow at
Wytheville Community College
and end Saturday, June 22, with
beach music at Elizabeth Brown
Memorial Park.

In between there’s something
for everyone: art, music, crafts for
children and adults, magic, cook-
ing, toys and more.

The festival fun begins Friday
evening at 7 p.m. with the balloon
glow on the lawn of WCC. Weather
permitting, participants for the
weekend’s balloon rally flights will
inflate their balloons to glow in the
twilight. Spectators are welcome
to meet the pilots and talk about
balloon flight.

Saturday morning, there’s the
annual opening parade on Main
Street at 10 a.m.

Once again this year, the popu-
lar Chautauqua Bazaar and out-
door art exhibits will take place
during the first weekend of the festival in
the Fourth Street Civic Center. The bazaar

opens at 10 a.m. Saturday and at noon on
Sunday.

The main musical act is country
singer Mark Wills on Friday, June 21,
at 8:30 p.m. The Academy of Coun-
try Music’s Top New Male Vocalist in
1998, Wills’ hits include “I Do,” “She’s
in Love” and “19 Somethin’.” Prior to
his performance, local group One Side
Missing performs at 6:30 p.m.

New this year, the art and photo
show has added sculpture and jewel-
ry. Paintings, drawings, photos, sculp-
tures and jewelry entries will be ac-
cepted on Thursday, June 13, from 4 to
7 p.m. in the lower level of the Fourth
Street Civic Center. Judging will be Fri-
day, June 14.

Other Chautauqua highlights in-
clude:

• Artisan of the Day: Visit a local ar-
tisan each day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
outside the art and photography room
at the lower level of the Fourth Street
Civic Center. Festival goers can meet
the artists, see their art and also pur-
chase their work.

• Chautauqua is not complete with-
out the food court. Participating
vendors include: Carly’s Kettle Korn,
Greek Foods by Miller & Company;
Kyle’s Concessions with deep fried

Chautauqua’s Return

Festival fun ready to kick off Friday

Crouse

See SLAYING, Page A2

FILE PHOTOS

The community gathers on the grass at Wytheville Community College for the balloon glow, signaling the start of the Chautauqua Festival in the Park.
Below, a face-painter clowns around with a young festival goer.

Food Thoughts

Q
A&

Meet your
farmer

Food
Thoughts is
an occasional
question-and-
answer feature
looking at
farmers mar-
ket vendors in
Wythe County.

See FARMER, Page A3See FESTIVAL, Page A6


