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THANK YOU, DEBBIE DICKERSON, FOR READING
THE FLOYD PRESS!
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BY ASHLEY SPINKS
Editor

With open houses set to take
place this week, new teachers
oriented and fall sports work-
outs already underway, it’s time
for Floyd County students to
face the music: another school
year is about to begin.

While local kids may be an-
ticipating the first day next week
with bittersweet nostalgia for

their summer breaks, Dr. John
Wheeler, superintendent of
Floyd County Public Schools, ex-
pressed nothing but enthusiasm
for the upcoming year.

The 2019-2020 school year
will represent the third in a
six-year vision championed by
Wheeler. In a letter to the Floyd
County community, Wheeler

emphasized the role that part-
nerships—particularly with lo-
cal institutions of higher learn-
ing—could play in supporting
students.

“We are strengthening our
partnerships with Virginia Tech,
Radford University, New River
Community College and our
own area businesses to explore

internship and degree program
opportunities,” Wheeler said.

These partnerships support
two goals of the district’s six-year
vision: first, to increase instruc-
tional resources and profession-
al development and second, to
bolster educational experiences
with “a focus on local, state and
global job skills necessary to de-

velop college and career-ready
citizens.”

As part of this emphasis on
job skill development, Wheeler
hopes to align graduation re-
quirements with the programs of
local universities and business-
es, as well as to make headway
on a Collaboration & Career De-
velopment Center, the funds for
which the Floyd County School

Schools chief eyes stronger partnerships
Job skill development, re-aligning goals with colleges key
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Following a vote by Floyd County’s Board
of Supervisors last Tuesday to dissolve the
Floyd/Floyd County Parks & Recreation Au-
thority, the Floyd Town Council unanimous-
ly approved a motion to the same effect at its
Aug. 1 meeting.

The approval came after some discussion
of protecting the town of Floyd’s financial in-
terests and of ensuring that the Floyd County
Recreational Park on state Route 8 remains
accessible to town residents.

During the public comment period, Becky
Howell, who is not a town resident but serves
as the Burks Fork district representative on
the Floyd County Planning Commission,
was the sole person to offer feedback on the
proposal.

Howell urged the commission to carefully
consider whether to dissolve the authority,
given that Kendra Edgall, former chairman
of the authority, “seems to have a vision for
the organization that might work.”

Howell said “a lot of time and effort went
into [Edgall’s] report,” and that members of
the council “owe it to her, to the citizens and
to yourselves to take the time to consider the
ideas presented.”

Howell also argued that town residents
have a “greater investment” in the authority
than county residents do.

Vice Mayor Mike Patton echoed apprecia-
tion for Edgall’s work during the Council’s
discussion, and raised concerns about the
fate of the recreational park, should the as-
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A Roanoke woman given pro-
bation on misdemeanor charges
for petit larceny and interfer-
ing with property rights lost her
chances to remain free and now
heads for prison for a total of
two years and 40 days after Cir-
cuit Judge Marc Long revoked all

of the suspended sentences.
“You’re not telling the truth,”

the judge told Laurie Ann Fowl-
er. “You had your chance to stay
out of jail but you destroyed
those chances.”

Long followed the recommen-
dation of Commonwealth’s At-
torney Eric Branscom, who told
the court Fowler “came to Floyd
and committed crimes” and did

not deserve any more chances.
Defense attorney David

Rhodes argued that Fowler has
a daughter who needs her but
Long dismissed that suggestion,
saying, “I don’t want an addict
taking care of a little girl.”

Fowler admitted taking drugs
while on probation but said
she did not feel like she needed
medical treatment for her addic-

tion, arguing she could beat the
drugs.

After pleading guilty on Feb.
12 to misdemeanor charges of
interfering with property rights,
petit larceny and fifth offense
driving on a suspended license,
Fowler missed a date for review
and her bond was revoked.

She tested positive for drugs
and a probation was also chart-

ed.
“You did not follow through,”

Branscom said in his closing
arguments Thursday. “She was
simply not doing what she was
supposed to do.”

“You did whatever you wanted
to do,” Judge Long told Fowler.

In another hearing Tuesday,

Council
OKs parks
authority
dissolution

Multiple drug-related convictions reviewed in Circuit Court
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With bright sunlight beaming down over Check Elemen-
tary School on Saturday, a team of two mules beat out draft
horses to win the doubles section of the Check Ruritan
Club’s Draft Horse Pull.

Kate and Jessie, two mules from Gil McDonald’s farm in
Montgomery County, won a pull off after a tie with June
and Grace, from Jason Rutledge’s draft horse logging teams.

A Full Pull
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(Right) Jason Rutledge, organizer of the event, shows off one of his horses to 12-year-old Mason Erchull. (Left) Montgomery County
farmer Bill McDonald and his mules, Kate and Jessie, on their winning double pull

Sunny skies greets annual horse pull
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Carl Whitaker and his grandson Lucas Tuller watch the action.
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Kendall Wynne on her first-ever pull.

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

See COUNCIL, Page A6

See HORSE, Page A3

See COURT, Page A2


