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A raccoon hunt turned into a
two-day ordeal for one Bland
County man and his Bluetick
hound.

Jack Compton and some of
his buddies – Woodrow Dillow,
Ronnie Shelton and Jerry Grim-
mett - were hunting in the Walk-
ers Creek area May 1 about 9
p.m. when they quickly turned
their dogs loose to run a coon.
Three of the four dogs returned.
Compton’s dog, Blue Ice, disap-
peared.

“It was like the ground opened
up and swallowed her,” Comp-
ton said.

He was right. Blue Ice had
slipped through a 1-foot-wide
vertical cave entrance and was
stuck in some mud. But Comp-
ton didn’t know that; he just
knew his dog was missing.

The next day, Compton and
Dillow searched for the 3-year-
old canine but had not luck.
They knew Blue Ice was still in
the area because the GSP device
on her collar was still sending
signals. The next day, May 3, he
and his wife, Veronica, searched
again. Compton suspected that
his dog had wandered into a cave
in the area, but he couldn’t find
it. He remembered that his son,
Duane, knew about the cave, so
he called him in Colorado.

Duane gave his Dad directions,
and eventually, Compton, along
with friends Frank McGlothlin
and Adam Stillwell, found Blue
Ice nearly 48 hours after he’d lost
her.

“I called, and it started bark-
ing. I had been all over that area
the day before, but kept missing
it,” he said. “I went by it four or
five times, but didn’t see it. But
when he told me where it was at,
we went right toward it.”

Compton didn’t know what to
do. He couldn’t get to the dog
and didn’t want anyone to get
hurt trying to get to Blue Ice
through the small crevice. He
called the Bland County Sheriff’s
Office, which sent out a deputy
who determined that the cave
could not be safely entered.

“I figured I might have to close
the hole after she stopped bark-
ing,” Compton said.

The Bland County sports roundup: See today’s B1
Time to get
dressed. A4

Vol. 96, No. 20 $1.00

INSIDE
» Calendar B3
» Church News B4
» Community A6
» Classifieds B6
» Happy Hermit A4
» Just Sayin’ A4
» Opinion A4
» Sports B1

Rover rescue

TERROR ON THE TRAIL

Coon dog
rescued
from cave

WEDNESDAY, May 15, 2019

See DOG, Page A3

1 dead, 1 hurt in AT attack
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A hiker with the trail name “Sovereign” signed the log book at Trent’s Grocery in Hollybrook on April 13.

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
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The close-knit community that travels
the Appalachian Trail’s 2,190 miles from
Georgia to Maine is in mourning this
week in the wake of a deadly attack that
left one hiker dead and another seriously
injured.

As they wait for the identities of the
man who was killed and the woman who
was hospitalized to be publicly released,
those along the trail were dealing with
feelings of hurt, worry and anxiety.

“I think a lot of people are hurting,” said
Dustin Rucker. “I know a couple of people
who have gone home because of it.”

James Viers, a hiker who goes by the
trail name “Genius,” said he is worried
about a group of friends he’d met earlier
on the trail. Viers said the group was a
couple days behind him.

“They would have been in the area
about the time it happened.”

Another hiker who passed through
Marion on Monday called the incident
“unnerving” to those on the trail.

“We’re usually worried about things like
bears,” he said. “It’s just so upsetting.”

Rucker, who goes by the trail name
“Honest Abe,” was forced to leave the trail
in Atkins on Saturday while portions were
closed during the investigation. Follow-
ing the re-opening of the trail, he made it
to a Ceres hostel.

The incident

Trouble brewed on the AT Friday night,
according to a criminal complaint filed
Monday morning at the federal court-
house in Abingdon.

FBI Special Agent Micah Childers wrote
in the complaint that the victims were
half of a group of hikers who had come
in contact with 30-year-old James L. Jor-
dan on Friday. He wrote that Jordan ap-
proached the hikers on a section of the
trail passing through Smyth County.

Childers noted that the group knew of
Jordan as a “suspicious person” who had
previously been accused of threatening

others on the trail farther south. Word
had spread about the behavior on social
media.

The complaint said that when Jordan
approached the group he was acting “dis-
turbed and unstable,” singing and play-
ing a guitar.

Later that evening, after crossing into
the short stretch of trail in Wythe County,
the group set up camp along the trail.
Jordan approached their tents there,
Childers wrote, making noises and threat-
ening to “pour gasoline on their tents and
burn them to death.”

The group began to pack up and leave
the site but before they could go, Jordan
approached again, this time with a knife.
Two hikers, a husband and wife from New
Jersey, ran toward the Bland County line,
police said. Jordan gave chase but the
couple told law enforcement that they
turned off their headlamps and jumped
off the trail to lose their pursuer.

The complaint says that Jordan re-
turned to the campsite and briefly argued
with a man there before stabbing him in
the upper part of his body. The woman
at the camp ran but soon tired and was
chased down by Jordan. Childers wrote
that she raised her arms as if to surren-
der but Jordan began to stab her multiple
times. She fell to the ground and pretend-
ed to be dead, the complaint said.

When Jordan left the scene of the at-
tack to find his dog -- a mixed breed
named Ariel, the court document said the
woman got up and ran toward the Smyth
County section of the trail.

The couple who escaped found their
way to Ceres, where they called 911
around 1:30 a.m. The woman told police
she only knew their would-be attacker by
his trail name, Sovereign. Bland County
Deputy S.D. Mullins picked the couple up
on Nebo Road in Smyth County near the
Bland County line.

Around 2:20 a.m., the International
Emergency Response Coordination Cen-
ter contacted the Wythe County 911 Of-
fice about an S.O.S. alarm from the male

hiker who had been attacked. According
to the Wythe County Sheriff’s Office, the
signal came into the center about 40 min-
utes prior. A message with the signal said
that a man with the trail name of “Sover-
eign” was trying to fight him.

While running back toward Groseclose
in Smyth County, the bloodied woman
who had been attacked met up with two
other hikers who helped her make the six-
mile trek to Davis Hollow, just off Inter-
state 81’s Exit 54. Once there, she called
911 around 3:15 a.m. She told dispatch-
ers she had been stabbed multiple times
by Jordan, who was traveling with a dog.
The woman was taken to Bristol Regional
Medical Center, where police say she is
now in stable condition.

Law enforcement officers from the Vir-
ginia State Police and Wythe, Smyth and
Bland counties began combing the area,
alerting other hikers to the imminent
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James L. Jordan


