
From staff reports

A Barren Springs woman ac-
cused of being high on meth-
amphetamine when first re-
sponders found her missing
3-year-old daughter’s body in
the New River this summer
returned to jail on Thursday
morning after being accused of
violating her bond conditions.

Police said 45-year-old Kim-
berly Dawn Moore hadn’t been
staying at the residence the
court ordered her to stay at
when it granted her a $75,000
bond in August.

Charged with child neglect
and child endangerment in July
after the death of Josie Burle-

son, Moore was initially held
without bond, but she appealed
the decision to Circuit Court.

As a condition of her release,
Moore was supposed to stay at
a residence in Parrott.

Other conditions included
not leaving Virginia, having no
contact with minors and not us-
ing drugs or alcohol, according
to court records.

Police arrested Moore and
her then-boyfriend, Adrian Neil
Puckett, on July 10 – the day
after they reported the toddler
missing in the Rocky Road area
of Barren Springs. After hours
of searching, rescuers found
the girl about a half mile from
where she was last seen.

Puckett admitted they had
recently used crystal meth, and
the couple
tested posi-
tive for the
drug, police
said.

On July 12,
Moore’s at-
torney suc-
c e s s f u l l y
p e t i t i o n e d
the court to
allow Moore,
who was then being held at the
New River Valley Regional Jail,
to attend a private viewing for
Burleson at Mullins Funeral
Home in Radford.

Moore, though, wasn’t al-

lowed to have any contact with
anyone other than jail person-
nel and funeral home workers.
She also had to reimburse the
jail in advance for taking her.

Moore is back in the regional
jail while awaiting a Dec. 10
preliminary hearing in Wythe
County Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court. Free on bond,
Puckett has a hearing the same
day.

If a judge finds probable
cause, he’ll send the charges
against them to a grand jury.
If they are indicted, they will
stand trial in Wythe County
Circuit Court where a judge or
jury will decide if they’re found
guilty or not guilty.

BY JULIA TOMIAK
Correspondent

The Wythe County School
Board looked into spending
issues that must be tackled in
the near future during a Sept.
25 meeting.

Though the school year has
just gotten underway, the
board is looking ahead to fiscal
year 2020-21.

Opening the discussion, Su-
perintendent Dr. Scott Jefferies
said that by 2024, debt service
from previous capital improve-
ment projects will end, open-
ing up around $15 million that
can be spent on buildings.

He said the board must de-
cide how to best utilize that
money.

Jefferies made special note of
the new senior wing at George
Wythe High School.

“With open spaces and
charging stations, it is the most
up-to-date hallway in our
school system,” he said. “We
need more like it for all of our
students.”

Board chair Tonya Freeman
and board member Peggy
Wagy expressed concerns
about the current needs – in-
cluding electric issues – at
Scott Memorial Middle School.

Board members agreed they
need to think forward and con-
sider what education will look
like in the next 10 years as they
contemplate capital improve-
ment plans.

Board member Lee John-
son commented, “We need to
think outside the box, but what
does that box look like?”

She suggested the board con-
sult education visionaries and
researchers for ideas.

Jefferies agreed and rec-
ommended looking at other
schools in Virginia and sur-
rounding states for inspiration.

Board member Alan Wilder
commented that the board
“needs to build not just schools
but a school system.”

Wilder advised the board
to consider how to most effi-
ciently deliver services within
the county.

Board members discussed
everything from dropping en-
rollment numbers and the lim-
itations of current attendance
zones to the rising number of
students requiring special ed-
ucation services.

Wilder proposed scheduling
more work sessions to deliber-
ate capital improvements, and
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It was agriculture in action on Wednesday as Fort Chiswell High School Future Farmers of
America members demonstrated a variety of animals and farming skills to third-graders from
Max Meadows, Sheffey and Jackson elementary schools during Pioneer Day. (Bottom right) FFA
member Bailey Watson answers questions and explains about sheep at her station to the third-
graders from Sheffey. Michael Hanks (top photo) lets the kids from Sheffey pet the pigs and
discusses the topic with them.


