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INSIDE

Sports
The Hurricanes
struggled against a
tough and hard-hit-
ting Lebanon crew in
Tuesday night action.
Check out photos on
page B1.

Religion
Students, coaches
and community
members united re-
cently for a special
Fields of Faith event.
Learn more on page
B4.

Deaths
Vergie Powers Dungan
Joseph E. “Joe”Rector
Artie Mae Romans
Delmar Ray “Bubba” Thompson Jr.

Rotary is offering young professionals
an opportunity to travel. See A6.
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BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

Of Virginia’s about 2,700
historical highway markers,
Marion will soon be home to
a rare one that features one of
the most intimate stories told
on the signs that started being
erected in 1927.

The Virginia Department of
Historic Resources board re-
cently OK’d three new markers
for Marion – each denoting a
piece of the community’s Af-
rican-American history. Later

this year, markers will be erect-
ed offering brief histories of the
Crying Tree, Mount Pleasant
Methodist Church and Carn-
egie High School.

Jennifer Loux, Highway Mark-
er Program historian and man-
ager, observed that the Crying
Tree’s history is fascinating and
will be one of the common-
wealth’s only markers to tell of
slavery in such personal terms.

The Historic Resources board
also approved the markers’
text. For the Crying Tree, it will
read: “Sarah Elizabeth ‘Sallie’

Adams (1841-1913) was about
five years old when she and her
family were sold at a slave auc-
tion outside the Smyth County
Courthouse. Thomas Thurman,
whose house stood near here,
bought Sallie to be a body ser-
vant for his sickly wife. A slave
owner from Lynchburg pur-
chased Sallie’s mother, whom
she never saw again, and her
siblings. In later years, Sallie
told her children that, when
possible, she would slip out of
Thurman’s house and cry next
to a white oak tree in the yard.
She would sometimes hug the
tree and tell it about her bur-
dens and sorrows, and it be-
came her friend and confidant.

That tree ultimately became
known in the community as
‘The Crying Tree.’”

The marker will be installed at
231 West Main Street near the
tree.

Not far away, at 320 South
Main, the marker for Mount
Pleasant, now an African Amer-
ican museum and commu-
nity center, will read: “African
Americans, exercising new-
found autonomy after the Civil
War, withdrew from white-led
congregations and established
new churches, including Mount
Pleasant Methodist Church in
Marion ca. 1871. After sharing

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

A Marion man is facing a fel-
ony animal cruelty charge after
Smyth County Animal Control
officers investigated the Sept. 12
stabbing of a dog on Cleghorn
Valley Road in Marion.

According to a criminal com-
plaint filed in Smyth County
General District Court on Sept.
27, two men reported that they
saw 54-year-old Joseph Franklin
Stuart stab his neighbor’s dog,
“killing it almost instantaneous-
ly.”

Assistant Chief Kristy Moore
wrote in the complaint that
Stuart told her that the dog, an
approximately 60-pound Pyr-
enees mix, had killed another
neighbor’s cat. The witnesses
told Moore that Stuart had spent
several minutes calling the dog
over to him following its attack
on the cat before Stuart stabbed
the dog.

Animal Control Chief Chris
Bennett said the dog had report-
edly attacked several other ani-
mals in the neighborhood, but
that no one had reported those
attacks to animal control.

“Nobody has the right to take
the life of an animal unless it’s
being used for food or fiber,”
Bennett said.

An exception to that rule, he
said, is provided when a person,
their family, livestock or pets are
in danger of being attacked.

But that exception does not
extend to retaliation against an
animal after an attack, Bennett
explained.

“It would be a different case if
the individual were protecting
themselves, their family or live-
stock or animals at home,” he
said. “For somebody to take mat-
ters into their own hands when
it comes to something like that,
we’ve always filed charges and
we’ll continue to do so.”

Stuart is the first in Smyth
County to be charged with felony
animal cruelty since “Tommie’s
Law” took effect July 1. The law
was named in honor of a pit bull
that had been chained to a post
and set on fire in Richmond. The
story went viral, prompting resi-
dents to call on their state legis-
lators for harsher punishments
for animal cruelty.

Under the previous law, most
offenses against animals were
classified as misdemeanors.
Now, the penalty includes up to
five years in prison and a fine of
up to $2,500.

Bennett pointed out that had
the local attacks on neighbor-
hood animals been reported, an-
imal control could have charged

Competition heated up under a blazing sun Wednesday morning for hundreds of student athletes in grades pre-K
through 12 and adults participating in the Smyth County Special Games. Special guests included Dave Dierks,
WCYB chief meteorologist– who offered a promise of cooler temps this weekend after days in the 90s – and Hoki-
eTron. Emory & Henry College School of Health Sciences occupational therapy students volunteered to provide fun
and therapeutic activities and games for the students and adults competing in running, jumping, wheelchair races,
football and tennis ball toss, parachute ball, hoop races, and more. Students from schools all over the county and
adults from the IDC program gathered at Chilhowie Warrior field for the annual games. Starting off with a parade
led by the CHS Mighty Warrior Marching Band Drumline, the athletes performed a torch run, singing of the national
anthem and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Susan Kilby, special education teacher at Chilhowie Elementary
School, organizes the games each year with a small army of volunteers, including CHS seniors, and community
sponsors.

Stabbing
death of
dog leads
to charge
Animal control: Legal
avenues available for
attacks on animals

Time to tell Smyth’s full history
Markers OK’d for Crying Tree, Mount
Pleasant and Carnegie High School

See HISTORY, Page A2

See DOG, Page A3

HOT COMPETITION
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BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

What began as a dream to re-
vitalize downtown Chilhowie
was celebrated Thursday as the
finale of a $1.3 million effort to
turn that dream into reality.

Many participants in the Chil-
howie Downtown Revitalization
Project gathered on the rejuve-
nated Main Street to talk about
the project and cut a ribbon in
celebration.

Town Manager John Clark
summed up the sentiments in
a comment related to another
historic event.

“This project reminds me of
the Apollo 13 movie with Tom
Hanks that came out around
1995 involving a failed attempt
to fly to the moon and the des-
perate attempts to get the crew
back to Earth alive,” Clark said.
“A PR/top administrator turned
to the flight director and said,
‘This is going to be the greatest
disaster in NASA’s history.’ The
flight director shot back and re-
plied, ‘With all due respect sir,
this is going to be our greatest
moment in history.’”

“Well, this project (in Chil-
howie) cannot arguably be
called the greatest success in
the town’s history,” Clark said,
“but it can certainly be called a
crowning achievement.”

The many aspects of the proj-
ect – from storm drainage im-
provement, to new sidewalks,
lighting and future façades on
Main Street, paving, removal
of an 80,000-square-foot aban-
doned factory facility, con-
struction of a farmers market,
signage and branding – were
praised and celebrated by those
who have played a part.

“This has been an exciting
time. It is an exciting time for
Chilhowie,” said Kelly Spencer-
Hill, a former town council
member who has spearheaded
this project from the beginning.
She outlined a timeline of the
first meeting of the Downtown
Chilhowie Revitalization Com-
mittee in June 2014 to the be-

Chilhowie
celebrates
milestone

See MILESTONE, Page A2


