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First day of school in the
books for students. See A4

Happy
Trails
Grayson
Highlands very
well may boast
the best trail(s)
in the com-
monwealth. See
Page B1.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

The Smyth County Sheriff’s
office seized nearly 200 mari-
juana plants found growing
in the fields of the Henrytown
area of Saltville on Monday.

Sheriff Chip Shuler said the
investigation began after his
office received tips from resi-
dents. Officers with the sher-

iff’s office, the Saltville Police
Department, the Virginia State
Police and the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration combed
the four square-mile area
spanning into Washington
County for more than eight
hours before 198 plants were
uprooted from both sides of
the county line.

No charges have been placed
at this time, but investigators

do have a suspect and expect
to make an arrest.

Shuler said police believe the
property owner was unaware
of growing operation, noting
that the plants were spread out
on the brushy terrain in a way
that made them difficult to de-
tect from the ground.

The sheriff’s office caught
some criticism on Wednesday
after it posted a photo of the

find to the official Facebook
page.

Many users said police
should focus their efforts on
more dangerous drugs. Others
spoke out in favor of marijua-
na legalization.

In response to that criticism,
Shuler said that his office was
tasked with enforcing the law,
not writing it.

“People need to understand

we concentrate our efforts on
methamphetamines and opi-
oids, but marijuana in that
kind of bulk is going to get
some attention,” he said. “I
assure you, that wasn’t being
grown for personal use, not
that much.”

Shuler said the plants would
have raked in about $1,000
each in street value.

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

Marion Town Manager Bill
Rush assured residents at Mon-
day’s council meeting that the
town is not among those in the
state considered in fiscal dis-
tress.

According to the common-
wealth’s Auditor of Public Ac-
counts executive summary that
was released last Friday, Marion
is among the 11 localities that
“do not appear to be in a situa-
tion of fiscal distress that would
warrant assistance from the
Commonwealth.”

These 11 localities – which also
include Richlands and Tazewell
– were among 14 identified for
follow-up in the Local Govern-
ment Fiscal Distress Monitoring
Report for 2018. But after finan-
cial assessment questionnaires
and discussions, the recommen-
dation was for no further notifi-
cation relating to fiscal distress.

Rush said this monitoring
program is only two years old

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

The long-awaited dog park
in Marion was dedicated on
Wednesday and is open every
day dawn to dark.

“I am always amazed at what
the town can take on and move
forward with,” said Mayor Da-
vid Helms at the dedication.
“Like the farmers market. I was
opposed to that, thinking who
needs a farmers market in a rural
community. But look what it has
become. I never thought I’d see
a parking garage or a dog park in
the town. And here we are.”

T
he Smyth

County Sher-

iff’s Office

and Marion Police

Departments kicked

off their inaugu-

ral National Night

Out events Tuesday

evening with some

fun, entertainment

and community

mingling. In Marion,

officers coaches

youngsters through

a bicycle obstacle

course and com-

munity members got

an up-close look at

a Wings helicopter.

In Chilhowie, depu-

ties showed off their

rides, spent quality

time with families

and allowed K9 of-

ficer Navir to demon-

strate his prowess.
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Sheriff ’s Office nabs nearly 200marijuana plants

Manager:
Marion not
in fiscal
distress
State report had ranked
town among 14 that
may need state’s help

Marion’s new
dog park
dedicated
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