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Making business news this 
week is a gas station trans-
formed into a barbecue restau-
rant and a downtown boutique 
moving into a larger space.

Hickory House BBQ
Sisters Arlie Kincer and Rond-

ha Kitts are learning the barbe-
cue business together. Prior to 
opening Hickory House BBQ at 
385 W. Main St., they ran a drug 
and alcohol testing company in 
Mt. Airy, North Carolina. 

“This is completely different,” 
Kincer said.

And she’s right. Instead of 
checking for drugs and alco-
hol, they are checking to make 
sure the pork is smoked just 
right and the homemade chips 
are crispy.  On the menu is 
chopped pork barbecue, beef 
brisket, chicken legs and burg-
ers and a grilled cheese sand-
wich. Side items include chips, 
baked beans, coleslaw, fries, 
baked beans and macaroni and 
cheese. There are plates, bas-
kets and racks.

The restaurant offers take-
out and catering. Need a whole 
hog? They’ve got it.

Kincer and Kitts have operat-
ed the Corn Shack at the Hills-
ville Flea Market for 20 years. 
When they learned late last 
year that Backwoods BBQ Ca-
tering and Concession, located 
near Go-Mart, was closing, they 
decided to purchase the equip-
ment and open a restaurant. 

The opted for an old Citgo 
gas station at the corner of West 
Main and North Sixth Street. 
At one time, the property was 
a used car lot. Now, the former 
gas station office is a kitchen. 
The garage area is an oak-cov-
ered dining room with a tin roof 
and decorative lights.

Kincer said she and her sister 
decided to take the time with 
construction to create an invit-
ing atmosphere; it took eight 
months. 

“We decided to do it right, so 
we put wood up,” she said.

Kitts is the chef. Recipes were 
included with the equipment 
purchase, but Kitts is tweak-
ing some of them, Kincer said. 
Both are learning as they go. 
The decided on the restaurant 
name after a family vote: hick-
ory wood is used to smoke the 
barbecue.

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

The Wytheville Town Council unani-
mously agreed to dissolve its 170-year-old 
volunteer fire department Tuesday, anger-
ing volunteer firefighters, who walked out 
of the council meeting after the vote. 

The firefighters, some of whom have 
served in the department for decades, 
said they only found out Tuesday morning 
that the council was voting to disband the 
group. Firefighters asked to speak before 
the council vote, but were told that the time 
to speak was earlier in the meeting.

During the past year, the town has moved 
toward a completely paid department, hir-
ing Fire Chief Marc Brade along with six 
paid firefighters to bring the number of 
paid firefighters to 12, plus Brade. There 

have also been discussions about building 
a new fire station to house the fire depart-
ment employees who will work 24-hour 
shifts.

Recommending that the council dissolve 
the department, Council Member Mark 
Bloomfield said the council didn’t make the 
decision lightly, recognizing that the volun-
teer firefighters have served the commu-
nity well for many years.

He said the decision comes after a de-
cline in volunteerism in Wytheville and 
nationwide, and that the volunteer fire de-
partment hasn’t had the state-mandated 20 
volunteers for some time. 

“With the decline in volunteerism, the 
Town Council hired a fire chief and paid 
fire staff in order to keep up with the needs 
of the community,” Bloomfield said. “This 
is certainly not a reflection on our current 

volunteers, but rather a response to the 
changing times.

“The Town Council 
also hopes that this dis-
solution is only tem-
porary, as volunteer 
firefighters certainly 
have a valuable place 
in our fire depart-
ment,” he added. “We 
look forward to the day 
when these trends are 
reversed and we may, 
once again, reorganize 
the Wytheville Volunteer Fire Department.”

Bloomfield said that the remaining busi-
ness of the Wytheville Volunteer Fire De-
partment will need to be resolved at the 
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The votes have been cast 
and the Wytheville Volunteer 
Fire Department dissolved. 
So, what’s next for the fire de-
partment? Are residents safe?

“I can assure the citizens 
in our response area that we 
have enough staffing to do an 
interior attack on a structure 

if called for, and we also have 
outstanding aid agreements 
with surrounding localities,” 
Wytheville Fire Chief Marc 
Brade said, adding that he has 
career staff members who will 
“come in a the drop of a dime” 
to help and re-staff. 

In recent interviews and 
emails, Brade and Mayor Beth 
Taylor laid out their visions for 
the town’s fire department.

The Wytheville Fire Depart-
ment is now a fully paid de-
partment with no volunteers. 
Brade said he hopes that 
changes soon as the depart-
ment revamps its volunteer 
application and training pro-
cess.

In addition, Brade said that 
10 of the current 13 paid fire 
department employees are 
also trained as EMTs. From 

now on, all hires will be cross-
trained and have Fire and 
EMT certification, he said.

In next year’s budget, the 
town has allocated money for 
a study to determine if a new 
fire station should be built and 
where it can be located. Brade 
said that if a new station is 
built, he hopes that the paid 
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In this file photo, former Wytheville Volunteer Fire Department Chief Ronnie King helps fight a fire.

Volunteers say that are angered and hurt by the town’s decision
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