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Off the hook
E&H grad netting
new fans with
fishing channel
on YouTube. Find
out more about
Jared Tuck on
Page B1.

Lincoln hosts white coat
ceremony for E&H. A7

Making
Music
Song of the
Mountains’
annual con-
cert slated.
Find out who
will be there
on Page A6

Deaths
Katherine Kirby
David Russell Rash
Richard Lee Felty
Gerald N. Anderson
Sena Ruth Rupard

Glowing for St. Jude

BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

A little more than five years ago Smyth
County native Keith Medeiros and his
wife, Jan, decided to buy a historic build-
ing in downtown Marion and open an
antiques store.

They have enjoyed operating the busi-
ness and are celebrating their five-year
milestone this week by inviting the pub-
lic to celebrate Past Time Antique Empo-
rium with them.

According to Jan, the store will offer
items for sale all week with individual
vendors offering different percentages
off the merchandise in their booths. On Saturday,
June 29, refreshments will be provided to visitors
to the business and drawings for door prizes are

planned.
Past Time Antique Emporium is one

of the town of Marion’s success stories
through its Pop-Up Boot Camp pro-
gram. Jan explained that the store re-
ceived several grants through this en-
deavor that helped them get started.

“We appreciate the way the town has
supported us. The Chamber of Com-
merce of Smyth County has also been so
supportive. We came up with the idea for
Vintage Days and the Chamber allowed
us to co-sponsor it and made it better
than we dreamed it could be. We appre-
ciate not only the support of the town

and theCchamber, but also the support of the res-
idents. They’ve kept the doors open for us during

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

A Marion mother is asking for
help locating her son.

Peggy Perkins last saw her son,
Roshawn Perkins, on May 24 when
he left their home in Marion on
foot. The 40-year-old Roshawn has
been known to leave the home for
long periods of time, she said, but
she’s concerned because he left be-
hind important medication and did
not tell anyone where he was going
that day.

Now, nearly a month has gone
by and family members have not
heard from him.

Peggy believes her son could have
made his way to the Tri-Cities. He’d

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

The Appalachian music com-
munity said a final goodbye to
beloved musician and luthier
Gerald Anderson Sunday eve-
ning.

Anderson died in his sleep
at his home in Troutdale on
Thursday. He was 65 years old.

A public visitation service
was held Sunday at the Lincoln
Theatre in Marion.

Anderson is well-known for
his music and his hand-made
guitars and mandolins. The
Grayson County native took a
shine to the guitar while he was
still an anthropology student at
Emory & Henry College. There,
he heard Doc Watson perform
on the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band’s
“Will the Circle Be Unbroken”
album.

“I loved it,” Anderson told the
News & Messenger in a 2015 in-
terview. “I wanted to play gui-
tar like Doc Watson. I liked his
style.”

After he graduated E&H in
1976, Anderson began hang-
ing around Wayne Henderson’s
shop in Rugby, where he swept
the floors and absorbed all he
could. Henderson helped An-
derson explore his talents as a
musician and later taught him
to repair and then build gui-
tars. Then, in 1980, Anderson
built his first mandolin.

Anderson would become
one of the best-known luthiers
around and would travel the
world serenading crowds with
his Appalachian music. Ac-
cording to his obituary, An-
derson crafted instruments for
such well-known performers
as Dolly Parton and Mumford

& Sons. He made more than 25
recordings and collected more
than 200 ribbons from various
competitions.

Anderson would later pass
on his knowledge and craft to
a man named Spencer Strick-
land, who would in turn pass
his on to an apprentice named
Josh Reese.

Together, the four men would
go on teach the art of instru-
ment building—and playing—
at the Henderson School.

“He will be missed by a lot of
people all over the world,” said
Henderson Director Catherine
Schrenker, her voice crack-
ing as she spoke. “He was just
a wonderful soul, an advocate
for passing on the traditions of
Appalachian craft and music.
He was just a beautiful spirit.
He loved to teach, he loved
people, he was a mentor and

he had to be one of the most
patient people.”

Schrenker said Anderson was
instrumental in getting the
Henderson off the ground.

“I couldn’t have done it if it
wasn’t for Gerald,” she said.

Anderson frequently per-
formed at the Lincoln where
he often took the stage as part
of the Virginia Luthiers, which
features the four generations
of luthiers, as well as other
members. He made several
appearances on Song of the
Mountains and was a regularly
featured musician during the
Christmas Along the Crooked
Road program.

“We’re honored to have been
asked by his family to hold his
memorial service at The Lin-
coln” said Lincoln Director

About 70 participants signed up for the annual Glow Run/Walk for
St. Jude Children’s Research Center that took place Saturday eve-
ning in Chilhowie. Participants of all ages put on their running shoes,
fastened glow necklaces around their necks, and took off in the high
humidity for a run around town to help raise money for children and
families at St. Jude. Heavy rains had just passed through town and
sprinkles began again before the race was done. Valley Health Care
Center and others hosted the event.

Patrick A. Ford of Marion has an-
nounced his candidacy for Smyth
County School Board, Park District.
He will vie with Kyle Rhodes for the
seat being vacated by Bill Veselik.

Ford is a 2012 Marion Senior High
School gradu-
ate. He earned
his Bachelor’s
degree from
H a m p d e n -
Sydney College
in 2016 with a
double major in
political science
and foreign af-
fairs, and the-
atre. Since col-
lege, he has worked for nonprofit
organizations with aims of improv-
ing community engagement and
participation.

Ford was named director of the
Settlers Museum of Southwest
Virginia earlier this year. He also
worked for the Lincoln Theatre and
performs with the Royal Oak Play-

Merchantmarks five years downtown

GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS/ NEWS & MESSENGER

Keith Medeiros was happy to ac-
quire this artwork by the late Ed
Strickland, a popular Marion art-
ist. He has two of the woodcarver’s
pieces in his collection of Marion
treasures.

GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS/NEWS & MESSENGER

Jan and Keith Medeiros found this
Marion collectible manufactured by
the Killinger Company at an estate
sale in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS

Hi-Jacs were spe-
cial glass coasters
manufactured by
the Killinger Com-
pany of Marion.

Election

Ford seeks
School
Board seat

Patrick Ford

Mother seeking
help finding son

Marion bids farewell to musician, luthier
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