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The Southwest Virginia
Regional Jail Authority vio-
lated a nonprofit’s due pro-
cess rights when it blocked
prisoners from accessing
books and magazines the
nonprofit sent them, Judge
James P. Jones ruled in
the U.S. District Court in
Abingdon last week.

The Human Rights De-
fense Center, a prisoners’
rights organization, regu-
larly distributes reading
material to inmates, cov-
ering legal news, current
events and inmates’ rights.
Over a million copies of its
monthly magazines have
been delivered to inmates
since its founding in 1990.

Although the jail allowed
books and other publica-
tions to be collected in a
common reading room,
from which prisoners
could request up to two
books at a time, the jail au-
thority adopted a new poli-
cy in 2016 that banned any
books or publications from
being delivered without
case-by-case preapproval.
Prisoners would be re-
quired to submit requests
for each new magazine.

According to the suit,
the authority returned
hundreds of magazine is-
sues to the HRDC without
clearly stating their policy
on why they were being
rejected.

Jones found in his ruling
that while the jail author-
ity could reasonably ban
certain materials from
inmates, the policies that
prevented prisoners from
accessing the HRDC pub-
lications were “inconsis-
tently communicated and
applied” and that alternate
means of delivery would
place an undue burden on
the HRDC.

The jail authority jus-
tified banning most of
the publications due to
safety concerns, arguing

Judge: SW
Va. Regional
Jail Authority
improperly
banned books

For more photos and video of the Emory

& Henry students in Cuba, go to www.

swvatoday.com/news/washington_

county. The second part in this series

will run in the June 19 edition.

EMORY & HENRY

CUBA TRIP 2019

See JAIL, Page A3

BYTHE
NUMBERS

2,073
inmates currently housed in
Southwest Virginia Regional

Jail Authority

$37,705,053
operating budget as of 2015

66%
of authority’s budget goes

toward security

65%
of inmate welfare expenses go

toward medical services

SOURCE: Southwest Virginia
Regional Jail Authority

A RARE TRIP TO

CUBA
Emory & Henry students go abroad to explore culture of Cuba

BY WILLIAM SEIDEL
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

D
aily life for students at
Emory & Henry Col-
lege is, for the most

part, very simple. The cam-
pus, located in rural Emory,
has a quiet atmosphere
with only rare traffic. For 10
months, students at E&H get
accustomed to that cultural
lifestyle before returning
to their homes, which, for
students from urban areas,
may be much different from
the quiet life on campus in
Southwest Virginia.

But this summer, 14 Emory &
Henry students went through
another, more drastic cultural
shift when they visited Cuba
for two weeks in May.

Mariano Ayala, a Spanish
instructor at E&H, accompa-
nied the students on the trip,
along with Dr. Mark Finney, a
mass communications profes-
sor, and Mary Bell Boltwood,
another Spanish instructor.

Ayala has visited many other
countries: Canada, Mexico,
Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador and Belize. But, he
said, not even those countries
could prepare him for the
culture in Cuba.

“I was very scared to go at
the beginning,” said Ayala,
who is in his third year of
teaching at E&H.
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An old carriage used as a taxi looks for people to pick up in the city of
Cienfuegos, Cuba.

BY WILLIAM SEIDEL
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

For the second time since the
Cuban borders were opened
for travel by President Barack
Obama, Emory & Henry College
took 14 new students back to
the island.

Dr. Mark Finney and Mary
Bell Boltwood returned to teach
the class for a second time. Bolt-
wood said the main goal of the
trip, a collaboration between

the Spanish and mass commu-
nications departments, was to
film a documentary detailing
the students’ time there and
showcasing what Cuba is like.

Before the trip to Cuba, stu-
dents met for class every other
Sunday and were paired into
groups. Each group researched
a topic related to Cuban culture
— everything from food and

Part 1 of 2

Classroom helped E&H
students prepare for
study abroad in Cuba

See CLASS, Page A5
See CUBA, Page A6

EMORY & HENRY STUDY ABROAD
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Emory & Henry students enjoy a meal at a restaurant in Trinidad, Cuba, during a study abroad program that
lasted from May 12-26.


