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The Wytheville Department of Museums
plans to honor local police, fire and rescue
operations with a new exhibit set to open
next year and is asking residents to loan or
donate items for the display.

The exhibit will be housed in the Town’s
Visitors Center, 975 Tazewell St., which at-
tracts thousands of people every year.

Wytheville Police Department Public Re-
lations Officer Corp. Bryan Bard said the
museum is looking for items like old uni-
forms, badges, equipment and photos.

“We know people probably have all kinds
of stuff in the basement; maybe an old

uniform or old badge or interesting pho-
tograph,” he said. “We are looking for any-
thing people think might be of interest, like
an old gun belt or old piece of equipment.
The same thing goes for the rescue and fire
people.”

Among the items the police department
has donated so far are a wool uniform from
the 1950s, an old crossing guard uniform
and photographs. The Wytheville Fire and
Rescue Department donated an antique
rescue siren, a hard hat, old equipment, old
uniforms and photographs, he said.

“And the Wytheville Fire Department has
just about every fire truck it has owned in
storage,” Bard said. A horse drawn fire truck
is on display in the bottom floor of the

Thomas Boyd Museum.
The three rooms at the Visitors Center –

one for each emergency department – are
too small for any vehicles, but Bard said he
hopes the antique vehicles, including and
old Suburban that belongs to the rescue
squad, will be in the center parking lot on
the exhibit’s opening day.

Bard added that he hopes the museum
takes off so it can get grant funding and
maybe expand one day.

“We have so much history here, between
the police, rescue and fire departments, it
will be a wonderful tourist destination,”
Bard said. “Frances Emerson (director of

Governor Northam An-
nounces Klöckner Pentaplast
to Expand Louisa and Wythe
Operations with $68 Million In-
vestment

Global manufacturer to add
54 new jobs

Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced this week that Klöck-
ner Pentaplast Group, a global
leader in recycled content
products and high-barrier pro-
tective packaging, will invest a
total of $68 million to expand
its facilities in Louisa County
and Wythe County, creating
54 new jobs in the common-
wealth.

The company will expand ca-
pacity at its operation at 3585
Klöckner Road in Gordonsville,
creating 28 new jobs. The Loui-
sa County facility manufactures
pharmaceutical and medical
device packaging films. Klöck-
ner Pentaplast will also create
26 jobs at its Wythe County fa-
cility, located at 555 East Buck
Avenue in Rural Retreat, which
produces packaging films for
the food and beverage industry.
Virginia successfully competed
with West Virginia for the ex-
pansions.

“Klöckner Pentaplast’s de-
cision to deepen its roots in
the commonwealth under-
scores the importance of hav-
ing strong infrastructure and a
ready workforce to support the
advanced manufacturing in-
dustry,” said Northam. “We are
proud to continue a decades-
long partnership with an inno-
vative global manufacturer like
kp, and we thank the company
for its major investment, which
will have a positive impact in
Louisa and Wythe Counties
and bolster Virginia’s ongoing
recovery efforts.”

Klöckner Pentaplast Group
is a global leader in rigid and
flexible packaging and special-
ty film solutions, serving the
pharmaceutical, medical de-
vice, food, beverage, and card
markets, among others. With
a broad portfolio of packaging
and product films and services,
Klöckner Pentaplast plays an
integral role in the customer
value chain by safeguarding
product integrity, assuring
safety and consumer health,
improving sustainability, and
protecting brand reputation.
Founded in 1965 in Montabaur,
Germany, Klöckner Pentaplast
has operations in 18 countries
and employs over 5,900 people
worldwide in over 60 locations,
including 32 production sites.
The company established its
first North American produc-
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The final gavel sounded Tues-
day in a double homicide that
rocked Wythe County and still
reverberates three years later.
Hunter Armbrister, 21, pleaded
guilty and was sentenced for his
role in the deaths of Aidan Daw-
son, 17, and Ray Rodriguez, 24.
Both victims were shot once in
the head after a fake drug deal
at an abandoned Wythe County
residence.

Speaking from jail via a video
conferencing system, Arm-
brister pleaded guilty to nine
felonies in the November 2017

slayings. Before Judge Josiah
Showalter sentenced him to
17 years in prison, Armbrister
made a statement. Because of
the way the television screen
was placed, no one in the au-
dience, including Dawson’s
family, could see Armbrister as
he spoke. When they heard his
voice, many family members
began to cry.

He said he was sorry for what
family and friends of the vic-
tims have been through, and
that he hopes that someday he
will be forgiven.

Armbrister was the third and
final suspect to be sentenced
in the case. In January, gunman

Dylan McGlothlin received
two life sentences for his role
in the crime. In August, Jared
Stephens re-
ceived a
15-year sen-
tence.

W y t h e
C o u n t y
C o m m o n -
wealth’s At-
torney Mike
Jones said
that after
S t e p h e n s
was sentenced, Armbrister’s at-
torney, Christopher Monique,
told him that his client was in-
terested in a plea agreement to

serve 15 years like Stephens.
Jones spoke to the victims’ fam-
ilies who wanted Armbrister to
serve more time than Stephens
because Armbrister helped Mc-
Glothlin hide the bodies behind
an abandoned shed.

The families agreed to a 17-
year sentence for Armbrister,
Jones said.

“No matter what has hap-
pened in the courtroom over
these years, there will never be
peace for the families of the
boys killed,” he said. “I’m hope-
ful that the resolution gives
the Dawsons and Rodríguezes
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Items donated by the local rescue squad include a siren speaker and red light, and a hard hat.


