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BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — Abing-
don attorneys John Lamie
and Byrum Geisler urged
voters Thursday to reject the
Nov. 5 referendum that could
result in the relocation of the
Washington County Court-
house to a vacant Kmart.

“I personally am very
opposed to moving the
courthouse,” Geisler told
the Booklovers Club at the
Washington County Public
Library in Abingdon as part
of a presentation Thursday.

About 60 people attended
Thursday’s presentation,
including Abingdon Mayor
Wayne Craig, Vice Mayor
Cindy Patterson, Town Man-
ager Jimmy Morani and the
town’s legal counsel, Cam-
eron Bell.

Moving the courthouse

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

A
BINGDON, Va. — Te-
resa McCracken said
she’s had little time

to grieve over the closing of
Harbor House Seafood and
Steak Restaurant in Abing-
don, her workplace since the

HARBOR HOUSE
Attorneys
speak out
against
moving
courthouse

BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON,Va. — Abing-
don Town Council moved
ahead with two projects
near Interstate 81’s Exit 17
at its meeting last Tuesday.

On a motion by Council-
man Al Bradley, council
approved a general obli-
gation refunding bond in
a principal amount not to
exceed $7.5 million to fund
the sports complex at The
Meadows, which is under
construction.

This move, according
to Town Manager Jimmy
Morani, allows the town to
gain a lower interest rate —
not to exceed 2.89% — on a
25-year bond that is part of
a previously approved $10
million line of credit, used
to fund the sports complex
and related projects at The
Meadows.

The sports complex will
include baseball and soccer
fields, a splash pad, a play-
ground, a walking trail and
a connector to the nearby
Virginia Creeper Trail.

In a separate move, also
on a motion by Bradley,
council approved subdi-
viding the old Magic Mart
property, where a new
Hampton Inn is slated to be
built, at Washington Cross-
ing.

In other business, Morani

Abingdon
approves
bond to
fund sports
complex

BY ROBERT SORRELL
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — A firefight-
ing helicopter crew is preparing to
head home soon, ending a long,
but relatively easy season, but first,
they’re stationed in Abingdon to
wait for any fires that could ignite
in the dry and hot southern Appa-
lachian Mountain region.

The crew of a massive Colum-
bia CH-47D Chinook helicopter
has been stationed since Sept. 26
at Abingdon’s Virginia Highlands
Airport. The helicopter and crew,
which includes two pilots, main-
tenance crew and fuel truck driver,
have a 150-day contract with the

Dry weather has firefighting
helicopter crew at the ready

DAVID CRIGGER/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Helicopter pilot Perri Hagen talks about flying the CH-47D Chinook helicopter
with the capacity to carry 2,800 gallons of water to fight fires. The helicopter’s
crew will be stationed in Abingdon to provide rapid response to fires in the
area.See FIRES, Page A5

See ATTORNEYS, Page A5

CAROLYN R. WILSON/FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Melissa Owens, a server at Harbor House, talks to customers Jerry and Brenda Umbarger of Atkins, Virginia. The
couple said they drove to Abingdon after a day trip to Boone, North Carolina, just to eat at the seafood restaurant.

CAROLYN R. WILSON/FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Teresa McCracken, a longtime server at Harbor House Seafood and
Steak Restaurant, takes the order for customer Bill Branson of Saltville,
Virginia. “I’ve always had good service here. I sure will miss this place,”
said Branson.

house + home
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Two hepatitis A cases
confirmed at SW Va.
Regional Jail A3


