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Dixie Blue Grass Boys, Bogtrotters. 
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As 2023 kicks into gear, there’s a lot go-
ing on at the Apex Center as it prepares to 
welcome an ice hockey team later this year.

As part of its lease agreement with hockey 
team owner and businessman Barry Soskin, 
Wythe County will invest “over one million 
dollars” for an ice rink that includes a con-
crete arena fl oor, an ice rink and accompa-
nying chiller system and accessories.

In addition, the county will convert two 
conference rooms into two locker rooms with 
bathroom and shower facilities, add arena-level 
seating with a goal of an additional 1,000 seats, 
and make electrical improvements. 

County funds will also improve three 
concession stands, adding an exhaust hood 
system, and improve parking lots as needed, 
including paving the lot behind the center by 
Sept. 30, 2024.

Wythe County Administrator Stephen 
Bear said that the projects are currently 
in the engineering and design phase. The 
county should have a cost estimate later 
this month before offi  cials seek bids on the 

projects.
Bear said that some of the projects, like 

the concrete fl oor and parking lot improve-
ments, needed to be made regardless of who 

rented the Apex Center. The biggest expense 
will be adding the chillers to the concrete 
fl oor to prepare it for the ice rink.

A concrete fl oor is estimated to cost about 
$600,000 and the chilling system will add to 
that amount.

When Soskin announced his plans for the 
Apex Center late last year, offi  cials thought 
the team would use a portable rink for the 
fi rst year. But since then, the county decided 
to go with a standard ice rink where layers of 
ice will be built on the concrete fl oor. When 
hockey season ends, the ice will be removed 
so that other events can be held on the fl oor.

Having a concrete fl oor opens the doors 
for more events and makes the center more 
marketable, Bear said.

Bear said he hopes to begin construction in 
April. Construction of the ice rink is major, 
as is construction of locker rooms and a place 
to house the Zamboni, a large vehicle used 
to clean and smooth the surface of ice rinks 
and named after the man who invented it, 
Frank Zamboni.
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Ideally, Barry Soskin would 
like to move operations to the 
Apex Center by the end of this 
summer. But as long as he’s in 
by mid-October, area residents 
should have ice hockey to watch.

“Anything before Oct. 15, I’m 
OK,” Soskin, president of APEX 
Drive Holdings and the owner of 
Wythe County’s new ice hockey 
team, said. “Anything after Oct. 
15 is not going to be OK.”

Soskin says he intends for Apex 
Center improvements, which in-
clude a new ice rink, locker rooms 
and additional seating, to be com-
plete by the end of August. How-
ever, he knows that construction 
and the supply chain for needed 
materials could be delayed.

Soskin starts scheduling 
games in March and April.

“So you can’t fi nd out in Oc-
tober that you are running late,” 
he added.

In November, Wythe County announced Monday 
it will lease the Apex Center to Apex Drive 
Holdings, LLC (ADH). ADH’s renewable 10-year 
lease will bring ice hockey, other indoor sports, 
concerts and events to the center.
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Owner hopes 
to be ready 
to play by 
summer’s end
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The keynote speaker for 
Wytheville’s annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Celebration said MLK 
Day is designed to galvanize and 
re-galvanize communities over 
and over again, and that two piv-
otal MLK quotes will be central in 
her message of hope, justice and 
love for all humanity.

“Historically to the present 
there are so many things that 
have caused the United States to 
be divisive,” the Rev. Mia Hash 
Sloan said in an email. “My aim 
is to construct a message that 
will foster a heart of compassion 
and grace for one another. The in-
tersections of racism, oppression 
and poverty are social determi-
nants that keep this country and 
our local communities divided.”

To dismantle, to undo, these so-
cial constructs will take an under-
standing and acknowledgement 
that, quoting King, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice ev-

erywhere. We are 
caught in an ines-
capable network 
of mutuality, tied 
in a single garment 
of destiny. What-
ever aff ects one 
directly, aff ects all 
indirectly.”

“When there is 
an understanding that this is a 
collective problem, then we can 
resolve in collective solutions 
from an egalitarian approach. No 
one group has power over another; 
together we can continue to build 
communities that Dr. King and 

our beloved ancestors dreamed 
of,” Sloan said.

Additionally, she said, “It is vi-
tal to comprehend that our calling 
is compelling us to, quoting King, 
‘Make a career of humanity. Com-
mit yourself to the noble struggle 
for equal rights. You will make a 
better person of yourself, a greater 
nation of your country, and a fi ner 
world to live in.’”

Sloan, who has ties to 
Wytheville, is the faith project 
manager for the COMPASS Ini-
tiative Faith Coordinating Center 
at Wake Divinity at Wake Forest 
University. She will help celebrate 

King’s legacy this Sunday, Jan. 15. 
The annual observance includes 
a march down Main Street, fol-
lowed by a program. The walk 
begins at 2 p.m. at Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
635 E. Main St., Wytheville. The 
program at the Millwald Theatre 
begins at 2:30 p.m.

Pre-registration for the Mill-
wald program is suggested, but 
not required. The event is free and 
open to the public.

Following a welcome and prayer, 
there will be musical selections 

Speaker has ties to town

F
or many years, our staff  has 
had the privilege of covering 
this community, and we 

have been proud to provide the 
most informative and engaging 
local news content in the re-
gion. We’ve enjoyed getting to 
know the people and places, the 
school leaders and sports stars, 
the businesses and elected offi  -
cials that make this community 
unique. Your trust and faith in us 
has been an honor, and we wish 
to sincerely thank our readers 
and advertisers for their support 
over the years.

Now, we’re excited to share 
the news that starting with our 
next edition, you’ll get all the 
best local journalism you love 
from the Wytheville Enterprise 
& Messenger as well as coverage 
of Wythe and Bland counties in 
our new, expanded print publi-
cation.

The new newspaper will in-
clude stories, photos, advertising 
and more from both commu-
nities as we look to enhance 
our readership throughout the 
region.

Thank you for your continued 
support of local journalism in 
our community, and we hope 
you enjoy your new Enterprise & 
Messenger!

To our readers

MLK Day speaker 

promotes hope, 

justice and love

Sloan

County, team owner prepare for Apex Center’s takeover

Apex Drive Holdings President Barry Soskin 
said Southwest Virginia is a coveted new 
hockey market, and his group is pleased to 
bring hockey to Wythe County and the region.
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