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Sports
Smyth County
golfers make
pair of stops in
junior golf tour.
See Page B1.

Looking back at the start of
Hungry Mother. See A4

Downtown Fest
Marion getting
ready for a full day
of music, bands and
food. Find out more,
including a lineup for
the Chili Champion-
ship and Concert
Series on Page B3.

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

“This is a day of celebration, our beauti-
ful new building, our individuals we serve,
Mount Rogers staff, our Smyth County part-
ners, our community, and today especially,
Lisa Moore and her 40 year legacy at Mount
Rogers,” said Sandy Bryant, executive direc-
tor of Mount Rogers Community Services.

A gathering was held at the new Lisa H.
Moore Counseling Center in Marion on
Monday to dedicate the new building named
for Moore, retired executive director.

“Thank you, Lisa, for the special person
you are and the commitment and dedication
you have for Mount Rogers Community Ser-

vices,” Bryant continued. “This expansion
of services in Smyth County will be another
step to Mount Rogers providing a compre-
hensive array of behavioral health services.”

The new counseling center is a state-of-
the-art facility to serve individuals with
mental health, developmental disability,
and substance abuse needs in the county.
Clients will receive counseling, psychiatric,
primary care, case management, and other
services all under one roof. It will also have
an in-house pharmacy through a partner-
ship with Genoa Healthcare.

The building is named in honor of Moore,
who spent 40 years with Mount Rogers Com-

BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

The Chilhowie High School
Class of 1959 will hold its 60th

reunion on Saturday, July 13, at
the old high school building in
Chilhowie (now the Chilhowie
Public Library). Activities will
include a catered dinner and
music by DanJoe Music for the
Community. This is the first re-
union that will not have speak-
ers.

The Class of 1959 had 86

graduates. Of those 86, 30 have
passed away. Twenty-five class-
mates and their family members
are expected to attend this year’s
reunion. The class is unique in
the fact that they held its first
reunion in 1964 and have had
one every five years since gradu-
ation, making this year’s event
No. 12. Most members of the
class are now about 77 years old.

The old Chilhowie high school
building was where the Class of
1959 took classes for three-and-
a-half years, 8th, 9th, 10th and

the first semester of 11th grade,
with students helping to move
much of the school furniture to
the new school building during
the Christmas break of their 11th

year, which was also their senior
year since students did not at-
tend 12th grade in 1959.

The Class of 1959 was the
largest class at the time they
graduated from Chilhowie High
School. They were the first class
as well to graduate from the new
building and performed the first
play in the auditorium at the

new school.
“The senior year for CHS was

the 11th grade back then. There-
fore, we graduated at an average
age of 17. Many of us went to
colleges where we competed for
grades, etc. with kids who were
a year older than us and many
of whom came from big cities.
However, thanks to the excellent
education we had received at
CHS, we were very successful in
competing,” said E. Barry Rice, a
class member who was assigned
to provide information 60-plus

years ago when he was elected
class reporter.

Rice and other class officers
are still fulfilling their duties to-
day. In fact, he reached out to
many of his classmates for assis-
tance when answering the ques-
tions for this article.

He said the Class of 1959 had
the first website for a CHS class
and possibly the first one for
any Smyth County high school.
The website began in May 1999
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More than 175 members of the Z Series Car Club of America, an organization of BMW enthusiasts, stopped at Hungry Mother State Park on
Thursday morning during a trip across the Back of the Dragon as part of an outing in the region. Drivers came from as far away as California,
Colorado and Texas in the U.S. and from other countries. They were welcomed by the Town of Marion and Smyth County Tourism Association. The
ZSCCA is the national car club for all past and future BMW Z-Series cars. This is an organization of enthusiasts who feel that the road taken has
less to do with arriving in the least amount of time and more to do with the appreciation of the journey, the road, and the car. The group had lunch
at the Back of the Dragon visitor’s center in Tazewell and went on to Burke’s Garden, the Claw of the Dragon, and ended with a drive-in movie in
Christiansburg.

Staff Reports

Two big events will take place in
Saltville today with music, food,
parade, poker run, fireworks and
much more.

The 4th of July Fireman’s Bash and
the 3rd annual CC “Rider” Olinger
Memorial Poker Run are planned in
the town square.

A special event will also take place
Saturday at 11 a.m. with a re-dedi-
cation of the newly refurbished me-
morial wall at the Veterans Memo-
rial Park on West Main Street.

Fireman’s Bash

The 4th of July Fireman’s Bash be-
gins with a parade at 1 p.m. featur-
ing firefighters, first responders and
law enforcement. Floats, riding and
walking entries are invited. Parade
entry fee is $10 for the float contest.
Contact Bryan Lynch at 276-780-
0540 for information.

There will be concessions, music
beginning around 3 p.m., games in-
cluding a cornhole tournament and
children’s activities, and fireworks
between 10:20 and 11 p.m.

Most events will take place in the
town commons area.

Olinger Fundraiser

Counseling center dedicated inMarion
Lisa H. Moore

and her family –
husband, Steve;

daughter and son-
in-law Genevieve
and Jamie Ritter

and their children
Cade, 4, and Eve, 11
months – gathered

for a photo at the
new counseling

center named for
Moore.
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BMWs take on the Back of the Dragon

Chilhowie’s Class of ’59 has its reunion dreams

Saltville

Celebration,
fundraiser
on tap
for today

See CLASS, Page A2

See CENTER, Page A2

See SALTVILLE, Page A3

Quilting
Marion quilter’s
piece named
contestant in
Michigan quilt
week. See Page
B6.


