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Want to subscribe to the
News & Press?

Call us at 276-963-1081
to get the latest local news

delivered to your door.

WHAT’S INSIDE?

First Fridays in
Tazewell
The free event kicks off
summer in the county
seat and includes music,
food and a wide-variety of
shopping in and around
Main Street. The event will
happen the first Friday of
every month this season.
Learn more on page A5
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BY JASMINE FRANKS
The News & Press

RICHLANDS. Va. — Foot patrol
isn’t something one often sees in
rural Southwest Virginia, but the
revival of the old practice in Rich-
lands is proving to be popular with
community members and police
officers alike.

Richlands Police Chief Jerry Gil-
bert reinstated the tradition shortly
after he took the department’s helm
last July. He said the walkabouts, as
the deaprtment calls them, serve
to strengthen the relationship be-
tween law enforcement and the
community.

“It’s great. We’ve had a really good
response from the community,” he
said. “And it’s been a good tool as

far as my department getting back
out in the community and getting
to meet folks.”

Each Wednesday, officers con-
duct walkabouts in random sec-
tions of town on various shifts, pop-
ping into businesses just to check
in or chitchat. Officers call these
patrols “Walkabout Wednesdays.”
The department still conducts reg-
ular foot patrols continue through-
out the week.

Gilbert hopes the initiative will
foster stronger relationships with
the community by getting commu-
nity members acquainted with the
officers who serve them. Having a
good rapport with the community
makes it easier for people to reach
out to law enforcement and talk to

them about the issues they are fac-
ing, he said.

Tammy Cruey, who works at the
Cargo on 2nd Street, said the in-
creased police presence also brings

a better sense of security to the
town businesses.

“I like them popping in to say

BY JIM TALBERT
The News & Press

TAZEWELL, Va. — Tazewell
County will have the same
registrar for the next four
years and, unless there are
some last-minute filers, the
same will be true of many
public offices.

The county electoral board
voted unanimously May 23
to give Brian Earls another
four-year term as the coun-
ty’s registrar. Earls’ second
term will be July 1 to June
30, 2023. State law requires
electoral boards to appoint a
registrar every four years and
make the appointment in ei-
ther May or June. Earls could
be overseeing a sparse field
for the November state and

Slate of candidates lacks variety
ahead of deadline to file for office

BY JIM TALBERT
The News & Press

The Cumberland Plateau
Health District has the high-
est number of Hepatitis A
cases in the state, according
to health officials.

The Cumberland Plateau
Health District, which in-
cludes the areas of Buchan-
an, Russell, Tazewell and
Dickenson counties aver-
aged three cases of Hepatitis
A over the five years between
2014 and 2018 with eight of
those coming in 2018.

But 13 cases of Hepatitis A
have been reported this year,
according to health officials.

State health officials say
Virginia joins the rest of the
nation in seeing an increase
in cases of Hepatitis A, and
the vaccine is the best way to
prevent getting infected.

Hepatitis is a disease caus-
ing an inflammation of the
liver, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Health’s
website. The disease is divid-
ed into three categories; type
A, which is a food-borne vi-
rus, and B and C, which are
both blood-borne patho-
gens.

The health department’s
Facebook page states Hepa-
titis A can be found in the
feces of infected people and
can contaminate surfaces,
objects, food and water.
People get sick by swallow-
ing the contaminated food
or water or by putting their
hands in their mouths after
touching contaminated sur-
faces or objects. The virus
can also spread from person
to person through sexual ac-
tivity and sharing contami-
nated needles.

“The rates of hepatitis A
have increased across the na-
tion over the past 2-3 years,”
Sue Cantrell, M.D., director
of the Cumberland Plateau
and Lenowisco Health Dis-
tricts, said. “Southwest Vir-
ginia is surrounded by states
that had previously declared
outbreaks including West
Virginia, Kentucky, Tennes-
see and North Carolina.”

“It is my belief that our

Area seeing
increase in
cases of
Hepatitis A

Richlands police visit businesses to strengthen
community bond with Walkabout Wednesdays

Patrols seek to bring police, residents closer

CONTRIBUTED BY THE RICHLANDS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Richlands police are working to foster a stronger sense of trust in the
community with their Walkabout Wednesday program.

See WALKABOUT, Page A3

See HEPATITIS, Page A2

Current list of candidates
seeking office in the
November county election:
(as of May 29)

Tazewell County Sheriff:
Brian Hieatt, Incumbent-D
Kevin Bales, R

Commissioner of Revenue:
David Anderson, Incumbent-R

Treasurer:
David Larimer, D

Commonwealth’s Attorney:
Mike Dennis, D

Board of Supervisors
Northern District
Maggie Asbury, D
Northwestern District

Travis Hackworth, Incumbent-R*
Eastern District
Charlie Stacy, incumbent-D
Chuck Presley, R

School Board:
Northern District
David Woodard, Incumbent*
Northwestern District
Donna Lawson Whittington
Eastern District
Open, no official filings as of yet

Soil and Water Conservation Board:
Jack Asbury
Bob Moss
Dan Bowling

*denotes chairman

Find a full list of canidates on
SWVAToday.com after the filing
deadline June 11.

See ELECTIONS, Page A2

MARCHING FORWARD

ABOVE PHOTO BY EMILY BALL; RIGHT PHOTO BY JIM TALBERT

S
eniors at Richlands and Taze-

well high schools accepted their

diplomas over the weekend.

ABOVE: Sarah Rinehardt waits for her

diploma at Richlands High School.

RIGHT: Jayden Adams, Robert Alex-

ander and Hannah Arrington wait to

receive their diplomas at Tazewell.

SEE MORE PHOTS INSIDE ON PAGE A2


