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INSIDE

Sports
Check out our
roundup of volleyball
action from around
the area. See more
on B1.

Viewpoints
Columnist Margaret
Linford explores
the frustrations of
unidentified historic
photos in this week’s
String of Pearls
column. Read more
on page A4.

Deaths
Albert James “Jay” Thomas Jr.

Local photographer publishes
tribute to mountain music. B3.
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BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

Smyth County students are
eating healthy snacks thanks to
grants for fresh fruits and veg-
etables.

Phillip Griffin, director of Sup-
port Services, reported at the Au-
gust school board meeting that
Smyth County Schools received
word earlier this month from the
Virginia Department of Educa-
tion that five schools - Oak Point,
Sugar Grove, Marion Elementary,
Saltville Elementary and Atkins
Elementary - have been selected
to participate in the Fresh Fruits
and Vegetable Program.

The total award for all five el-
ementary schools is $90,775.57,
Griffin said.

“This program allows us to
serve a snack of fresh fruits or
vegetables three days per week
at no cost to students,” he said.
“The grant also covers an addi-
tional one to two hours for up to
two staff members to prepare the
snacks for the day.”

Griffin also noted the avail-
ability of the Child and Adult
Care Food Program After-School
Grant, which allows the school
system to serve a snack or a meal
to all students who may be stay-
ing after school for any extracur-
ricular activity.

“This grant is offered at all
schools to all students through-
out the county,” he said.

The CACFP is a federal program
that provides reimbursements
for nutritious meals and snacks
to eligible children and adults
who are enrolled for care at par-
ticipating child care centers, day
care homes, and adult day care
centers. CACFP also provides re-
imbursements for meals served
to children and youth participat-
ing in afterschool care programs,
children residing in emergency
shelters, and adults over the age
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The first components of a new
outdoor recreation area in Mar-
ion are nearly complete. Fund-
ing for even more development
is expected.

With housing and commercial
development well under way
along Callan Drive, a new neigh-
borhood is being created in the
town – one that sits next to Em-
ory & Henry College’s School of
Health Science. Earlier this year,
the town, after having it under
option for several years, ac-
quired the old quarry property
that lies next to the developing
neighborhood. While one of the
quarry holes is being used for
disposal of brush and leaves,
the town has long eyed trans-
forming much of the land into a
multi-use recreation area.

That process is under way.
The dog park was the first

component. Already dedicated
and open for use, the dog park
is complete except for a few
tweaks.

Next in the plans is an amphi-
theater.

Last week, Town Manager Bill
Rush informed the town council
that it is about 75 percent com-
plete. Rush said the land forms a
natural amphitheater.

In the longer term, the town
wants to include walking trails,
a playground, two soccer fields,
two ball fields and possibly a
gymnasium.

To help cover costs, the town
applied for a $250,000 National
Park Service grant administered
by Virginia’s Department of
Conservation and Recreation.
According to Rush, the town has
received tentative approval and
has been asked to complete an
in-depth appraisal and environ-
mental assessment of the site. If
those come back in good order,
Rush said, officials have indicat-
ed they’ll recommend approval

Staff Reports

Through selfless service, Emo-
ry & Henry students shine in the
function of what late President
George H.W. Bush described as
“a thousand points of light.”

They are encouraged by the
college to be agents of social
change in their communities
and the world through volun-
teerism, and this week took part
in the annual Service Plunge.

Organized by the college’s Ap-
palachian Center for Civic Life,
Service Plunge involves teams of
first-year students and their fac-
ulty coordinators going to vari-
ous locations that represent a
theme of their first-year courses.

For example, the Energy &
Sustainability course, led by
Jim Duchamp, went to the Blue
Ridge Discovery Center to aid in
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The numbers matter.
The U.S. Census population

numbers help federal officials
determine how billions of dol-
lars of funds are distributed to
states and localities.

Earlier this month, Peggy
Hurley, a U.S. Census Bureau
partnership specialist, told
the county’s board of super-
visors that the census totals

impact everything from re-
districting to grant awards.
“Our goal,” she said, “is to count
everyone.” However, when it
comes to the 2020 census, she
told the supervisors that the
county will have obstacles to
overcome, especially since the
survey will be available online
next year. Citizens, she said,
need access to computers and
WiFi connections.

One region of the county that
needs careful attention is Sugar

Grove, said Hurley. She noted
that community was Smyth’s
largest non-response area in
2010.

As well, Hurley said officials
will need to reach out to low-
income housing units and de-
velop strategies for reaching the
homeless. While the homeless
aren’t evident here, Hurley said,
it’s common to find two to three
families living in one home.

Then, there’s the problem
with young children. In many
areas, including Smyth Coun-
ty, Hurley said, people haven’t
been including children who
are newborn to five years old.

“They need to be counted,” she
said.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do
here,” Hurley told the supervi-
sors, asking them to consider
forming a Complete Count
Committee. Information, she
said, needs to get into the hands
of many people.

Hurley said her team is reach-
ing out to schools. She noted
that a Saltville Elementary
teacher is going to conduct a
mock census to encourage stu-
dents to talk about the census’
importance at home.

The survey will go live March
1, 2020, with April 1 designated

as Census Day.
People will be able to com-

plete the survey online, by
phone and by mail.

To help conduct the census,
Hurley said, between 130 and
140 temporary jobs will be
available locally.

Concluding her presenta-
tion to the supervisors, Hurley
said, “We could really use your
help in making sure everyone in
Smyth County is counted.”

The U.S. Constitution man-
dates that the country’s popula-
tion be counted every 10 years.
The U.S. has done so since 1790.

Sugar Grove community was Smyth’s largest
non-response area in 2010 census

Smyth County will face obstacles for 2020 census

Snack
time! It’s
fruits,
veggies
Grants help schools
serve healthy snacks

See SNACK, Page A3

TAKING THE PLUNGE

LINDA BURCHETTE/SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGER

A rainy day on Tuesday did not deter hard-working Emory & Henry College students and faculty from volunteering
their time at Sprouting Hope Community Garden in Marion, where they weeded, plowed, harvested crops and built
fences.

Students kick off academic
year in garden and on trails

establishing a new nature trail
along Dell’s Branch. The stu-
dents helped by removing non-

native invasive plants, spreading

See STUDENTS, Page A3

Growing
recreation
inMarion
Town hopes to create
outdoor recreation
area in forming
neighborhood

See MARION, Page A6


