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Lighting the season

Appalachian Power has awarded a $20,000 grant to
the Floyd County Economic Development Authority
(EDA) to support programs and initiatives to attract
industry and encourage business expansion. This was
one of 22 grants awarded by the power company to
organizations in Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee
through the Economic Development Growth Enhance-
ment (EDGE) program.

“We are very excited to receive these funds, which
will help us implement our new marketing and action
plan,” said Jon Beegle, Chairman of the EDA. “We have
a great story to tell about the craftsmanship, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship in Floyd County. We have a
growing workforce, a dynamic community, and for the
first time in 3 years we have 20,000+ SF manufacturing
space available for lease or purchase.”

In the past 3 years Floyd County has enjoyed a lot

Gardner leading
Christmas Parade

Graham sentenced to 25 years

Under blue skies Monday, a snowflake is adjusted by Corey Harmon as he works in the bucket above the main intersec-
tion in Floyd. Harman, a lineman for Citizens Telephone Cooperative, and co-worker Dexter Wood (not pictured) were
assisting town employees in putting up the lights for the season. PHOTO BY WANDA COMBS

Free Photo with Santa
Saturday, December 8, 2018 | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Bob Gardner and wife Mary. PHOTO BY BRENDA HYLTON

Son forced to
live in shack

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Special to the Press

A Floyd County Circuit Court hearing on a child en-
dangerment case revealed the story of a 17-year-old son
forced to live and sleep in a single-room shack without
a door or heat and raised questions of approval of the
living arrangement by the Floyd County Department of
Social Services (DSS).

Nathan Everet Kimmel, 41, of Copper Hill pleaded
no contest to the felony charge of child endangerment
in a plea deal that could reduce it to a misdemeanor
contributing to the delinquency of a minor if he doesn’t
violate his two years of probation and has no abusive
contact with the child who is now 18 and living away
from his father.

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Ryan Hupp said
the child contacted the county with complaints about
having to spend the night in the shed where his father
had removed the door after an argument with his son
and shut down the propane heating system.

Hupp said Kimmel initially had his son living out-
doors in a tent, then moved him inside the prefab shed
with Styrofoam insulation and the propone heater but
then disconnected the heat and removed the door dur-
ing a family dispute.

Hupp said the social workers came to the home and
told Kimmel to reinstall the door and restore the heat
but said the boy could be kept in the shack.

County sheriff’s deputies, however, responded to a
call about the boy’s living arrangement, Hupp said, and
charges were filed.

Defense Attorney Chris Tuck said social services had
recommended setting up a structured regimen for the
boy and approved putting the child in the shed as “a
bunkhouse” and added “my client thought he was fol-
lowing instructions by social services.”

When Hupp showed photos of the littered shack with

See SHACK, Page A3

EDA receives $20,000 grant

See GRANT, Page A3

BY WANDA COMBS
Editor

Floyd resident and longtime businessman Bob
Gardner will serve as the grand marshal of the Floyd
Christmas Parade this Sunday, December 2. The pa-
rade, sponsored by the Floyd County Merchants’ and
Businessmen’s Association, will begin at 3:00 p.m.

Gardner, who grew up in Floyd County, was a mem-
ber of the first graduating class of the consolidated
Floyd County High School in 1963. After graduation, he
went to work at the Skyline garment factory in Floyd
and worked there until 1965. He then began working
for Laurence Wood at Wood Funeral Home until 1969.
Recognizing the funeral business provides “a good
service to the people,” he attended Cincinnati College
of Mortuary Science and came back and worked at the
funeral home for a short time.

For two years, he worked for Dan Spangler at the local
car dealership before going to Vaughan Guynn in Galax
for two years. He returned to work for Wood until 1979,
when he started his own business.

Gardner bought the Guy Dickerson house on Oxford
Street and added a chapel and rooms to it. Later, in

1992, the funeral home also got another expansion.
About 10 years ago, the nearby house was added to
provide an extra family area.

Gardner Funeral Home has become a family busi-
ness. The Gardners’ son Bobby graduated from FCHS
in 1986, completed a two-year apprenticeship with
Oakey’s in Roanoke, and attended and graduated from
mortuary college in Georgia. There he also met Joy,
whose mother was secretary at the college, and the two

See GARDNER, Page A3

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Special to the Press

A 26-year-old Floyd County man who pled guilty to
providing the heroin that killed Kiersten Flynn, 25, on
November 29, 2016, was sentenced to 25 years in prison
after Circuit Judge Marc Long called Virginia Sentencing

Guidelines “woefully inadequate” for his actions.
The guidelines called for a sentence of seven months

to a year and five months for Chody Lee Wayne Graham
for possession and distribution of heroin and the addi-
tional charge of manslaughter that stemmed from him
providing the drug that killed Flynn.

“You are a drug dealer,” Long told Graham in sentenc-

ing. “You are responsible for her death. It was not an
accident.”

Floyd County authorities originally charged Graham
with felony murder, but a Supreme Court decision on
another case pre-empted the county to successfully

See GRAHAM SENTENCED, Page B8


