
WYTHEVILLEENTERPRISEENTERPRISE
www.swvatoday.com AMedia General Newspaper — Serving Wythe County, Virginia

Fort Chiswell, Rural Retreat tangle. Page B1

WEDNESDAY, September 4, 2019 Vol. 148, No. 71 $1.00

Celebrating
Labor Day in the
9th. See Page A4

Car Talk
Wytheville Com-
munity College

adding auto
tech course.
See Page A2.

Race Day
Labor Day

event features
a packed house
See Page B2

BUSINESS UPDATE

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

The Wytheville Convention and
Visitors Bureau has received $50,000
in matching grant funds as part of the
Virginia Tourism Corporation’s Mar-
keting Leverage Program, designed
to help local and regional tourism or-
ganizations attract more visitors.

The local project earmarked for
funding is “Ready for Our Close Up
– Shining a Light on the ‘New’ Wy-
theville.”

“Like most of our grants have been,
this marketing initiative will include
an extensive program of advertis-
ing and public relations to introduce
Wytheville to new markets of travel-
ers, said Wytheville Tourism Director
Rosa Lee Jude. “This program will
give the ‘new’ Wytheville national ex-
posure through television and online
media outlets.”

Jude said that Wytheville’s revital-
ized downtown is the core of the
“new” Wytheville, but it also includes
new aspects of town that have been
created or enhanced in the last few
years.

“Many of our attractions have ex-
panded, our outdoor recreation of-
ferings have increased, and we have
new hotels and restaurants, and
many other amenities that travelers
will enjoy,” Jude said. “Wytheville has
increased the reasons for travelers to
view it as a destination for a multi-
day visit.”

Wytheville’s grant was one of more
than $965,000 in matching grant
funds recently announced by Virgin-
ia Gov. Ralph Northam. Forty-four
local tourism initiatives received the
funding. The grants are designed to
help local and regional tourism enti-
ties attract more visitors by leverag-
ing limited local marketing dollars
through a local match of the state
grants funds. This funding cycle, lo-
cal partners will commit more than
$2.8 million to match the VTC grants,
providing more than $3.8 million
in new marketing funds to increase
visitation to Virginia. The grants will
ultimately impact at least 182 other
statewide tourism entities.

“As we celebrate five decades of the
iconic ‘Virginia is for Lovers’ slogan
this year, I am thrilled to see such
tremendous partnership, innovation,
and growth within one of our most
important industries,” Northam said.
“Tourism entities throughout Vir-
ginia understand the value of strate-
gic and innovative marketing initia-
tives in promoting what makes this
Commonwealth a great place to live,
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A Wytheville company is re-
paying part of a state and local
grants it received four years ago,
saying it cannot meet the re-
quirements for the grant money.

Schaffner MTC Transform-
ers, a developer and manufac-
turer of standard and custom
components and high-perfor-
mance transformers, received a
$175,000 grant from the Com-

monwealth Opportunity Funds
in 2015. The company also re-
ceived $87,500 in local grant
money to support expansion at
the Wytheville facility.

In October of that year, at a
press conference attended by
Gov. Terry McAuliffe and local
leaders, officials from Schaffner
said the company would invest
$3.1 million to expand its opera-
tion in Wytheville. The project
was expected to create 79 new
jobs paying above the average

prevailing wage in the region. At
the time, Schaffner officials said
the $3.1 million was just the be-
ginning of the company’s invest-
ment in the area.

Wythe County Administrator
Stephen Bear said that Schaffner
last year approached the Joint
Industrial Development Author-
ity of Wythe County and indi-
cated it would not meet its full
commitments for the grant. The
company worked with the JIDA
and the Virginia Economic De-

velopment Partnership to repay
the portion of the requirements
it did not meet, he said.

David Manley, JIDA executive
director, said Schaffner met ap-
proximately 41% of its job cre-
ation goal and 48% of the capital
investment goal, and paid back
$97,125 to the Commonwealth
of Virginia and $48,562 for local
reimbursement.

The local money was a per-
formance-based grant from
Wythe County and the Town of

Wytheville jointly, based on the
business’s location in Fairview.

“Similar to the money that
came from the Commonwealth
Opportunity Fund from the
state, the grant amount is based
on projected capital investment,
job creation, and average pay
of those created jobs, and ulti-
mately, return on investment to
the community,” Manley said.
“When Schaffner realized that
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Pharmacies, antiques and a conversion
for Goody’s is making business news.

FisherFinds Antiques

FisherFinds Antiques opened Aug. 23 in
the former Wythe E-Sports Lounge loca-
tion, 266 W. Main St.

The merchandise includes antiques,
home décor and primitive items. The
store is full of old linens, tableware, dolls,
art work, furniture and more.

FisherFinds was established in 2014 by
Sherry Fisher Martin and her husband,
J.R., when they began to outgrow their
large antiques collection, so they started
to buy and resell vintage items at Antiques
on Main in Christiansburg. Later, they
owned a store on Highway 100 in Draper.

“You would think that Route 100 would
be booming and busy, and there was a lot
of traffic. But it was people trying to get
somewhere, going to work and getting
back home,” Sherry Martin said.

Eventually, she found out about a store
front on Main Street and jumped at the
chance to move her store there.

“Even as a child, I was always talking
about how I would love to have a store on
Main Street,” she said.

The store needed a lot of work, but she
could see past the remodeling to what the
store could be.

“It was like a prayer answered; it just

warmed by heart when I walked in,” Mar-
tin said. “Me having an old spirit, I could
see past what needed to be done.”

Martin said she is passionate about his-
tory and FisherFinds.

“And it’s exciting for me to meet people;
we’ve met so many people already,” she
said. “People from out of state who love
Wytheville. I’m amazed at the people who
come and tell me they stop in Wytheville
every time they pass by. They think this

is a beautiful little town and love Main
Street and all it has to offer and how it is
growing. And we are so proud to be a part
of that.”

Martin operates the store with a core of
10 vendors she calls family and who vol-
unteer their time to work at the store.

“So, it’s very nice,” Martin said. “It’s a
very nice atmosphere.”

Store hours are Tuesday through Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, visit the Fisher-
Finds Facebook page.

Martin’s Pharmacy

Martin’s Pharmacy of Pulaski has pur-
chased the BB&T building in Rural Re-
treat and plans to open a pharmacy there
this fall. Kristen Owens of Rural Retreat,
who works at the Pulaski store, will be the
pharmacist.

Will Hale, a Pulaski pharmacist whose
family owns the business, said Martin’s is
working with a designer from Charlotte,
North Carolina, to convert the bank into
a drugstore.

Martin’s will be a full-service pharmacy
and offer home delivery, non-sterile com-
pounding, veterinary compounding and
medication therapy.

“We will sit with people and go over all
of the medication that Medicare pays for
to try to identify medications they are
having a hard time paying for,” Hale said.
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FisherFinds, a new antiques store on Main Street, offers an array of colorful linens and aprons.
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Blue Willow transferware dishes are some of
the many tableware items for sale at Fish-
erFinds, which opened last month on Main
Street, Wytheville.

Antiques store opens on Main Street
Pharmacy buys former BB&T building , another drugstore closes doors
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