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The deadline for filing to run
in the Nov. 5 general election
has past and there’s a candi-
date for every local race except
one: the West Wytheville School
Board seat currently held by lo-
cal pastor Alan Wilder, who is
not running for re-election.

Local election officials said it’s
rare to not have a candidate for
a race. School Superintendent
Scott Jefferies agreed. In an
email, he said that he contacted
an attorney with the Virginia

School Board Association, who
said it’s actually not that un-
common and it has happened
in other localities.

So what happens now?
According to Jefferies, the

election will occur and the re-
sults of any write-in votes will
stand. However, if the write-in
candidate declines to take of-
fice, he or she will resign and
the school board will appoint
a new member after advertis-
ing for and interviewing candi-
dates.

Other local races will not be
so complicated with only can-

didates in three local races fac-
ing opposition. This year there
are 12 local races, including
four races each for the Board
of Supervisors and the School
Board and four to elect consti-
tutional officers. Soil and Water
Conservation Director for the
Big Walker District will also be
on the ballot.

Here is a list of candidates
running for office:

Board of Supervisors:
• At-Large Seat – Newcomer

Republican Stacy Terry will face
off against independent Joe
Hale, who currently holds the

Fort Chiswell seat on the board.
• District 2 (West Wytheville)

– Republican Rolland Cook is
running unopposed.

• District 4 (Fort Chiswell)
– Two newcomers, Democrat
Jason W. Manley and Repub-
lican James D. “Jamie” Smith
are seeking the seat now held
by Supervisor Joe Hale, who
had planned to retire from the
board but decided after the lo-
cal mass meetings to run for the
at-large seat.

• District 6 (Speedwell) –
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Rural Retreat celebrated the opening of
its annual Farmer’s Market Wednesday at
the depot with a special dedication honor-
ing Jerry Hurt for his contributions to the
town. From now on, the road from Main
Street to Church Street that runs in front of
the depot will be called Jerry Hurt Way.

Mayor Tim Litz said the town council vot-
ed to rename the road as a way to acknowl-
edge Hurt’s contributions to the town.

“Jerry just did a whole lot, and he was in-
terested in the town of Rural Retreat, not
just the depot, but the town of Rural Retreat
as well,” Litz said.

Hurt, a stalwart of the community who
helped spearhead the restoration of the
town’s depot and contributed time and
money to countless organizations and in-
dividuals, died Dec. 27, 2018. Raised in
Rural Retreat, he eventually left the area to
become a successful businessman. He re-

turned to the area after he retired in 2014
and immediately started to volunteer, serv-
ing on more than a dozen boards and com-
mittees.

He became president of the Rural Retreat
Depot Foundation in 2014 and guided the
project to completion.

Hurt’s family was on hand Wednesday for
the road dedication.

His widow, Phyllis, said her family was
overwhelmed by the town’s decision to
honor her husband.

“It was a delightful surprise, and we are
humbled and honored for Jerry to be recog-
nized in that way,” she said. “In the months
since his death, we have been constantly
learning of ways he impacted people in the
community that we didn’t even know about
or were even aware of; it’s been a healing
and helpful way to deal with the grief, for
people to tell us stories.”

Hurt said her husband loved Rural Re-
treat and was thrilled to return as a retiree.

“I’m in awe that in four years he was able

to accomplish what he did,” Hurt said. “He
loved to share his talent and time. In those
four years, he was doing what he wanted to
do. He was a great problem solver and had
a lot of leadership skills. He was great at
identifying problems and working to solve
them. He was a man of action; he didn’t
wait around much. I always called him The
Man with a Plan because he always had a
plan. That was his approach to life.”

Hurt’s daughter, Meredith Fiscus, said her
father saw needs and felt drawn to fill them
if he knew his God-given talents could be
useful, with little regard for himself.

“He never did tasks for recognition sake,
however I know he would have appreci-
ated this gesture because his hometown
meant so much to him,” Fiscus said. “As
for our family, this street name means that
Dad and his legacy will be remembered. It
is very touching and we are so grateful to
the town.”

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611, ext.
35, or email mrothrock@wythenews.com.
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Wythe County first responders
heard from two trainers on Mon-
day about the increasing impor-
tance of using trauma-informed
care in addressing the addiction
crisis the community faces.

Former FBI Special Agent In
Charge Christopher Freeze and
Ballad Health Trauma Informed
Administrator Becky Haas led
the training, which was spon-
sored by ReVIDA Recovery as
part of the center’s Reclaiming
Our Communities series.

Wytheville Fire Chief Marc
Brade said the training served
as a refresher course in compas-
sion.

“When you’re talking about
trauma-informed care, the
thought process is everybody
has a story and you never know
what people are going through
in life, why they have gotten
where they have gotten.”

From Haas, participants
learned about trauma, how to
identify it and its effects on brain
development. They also learned
about the Adverse Childhood
Experiences study and the con-
nection those experiences have
to addiction and other dispari-
ties.

“When you look at the general
population and you talk about
the stigmas, if someone says,
‘I’m addicted to meth or I’m ad-
dicted to x, y and z,’ you kind of
come up with a preconceived
notion of what that person’s sup-
posed to look like or how that
person is supposed to behave,”
Brade said. “Trauma-informed
care is educating to look passed
those stereotypes and to bet-
ter understand how that person
got to where they are and how
to better care for them based on
that gathering of information.”

Freeze talked to participants
about his experience around
trauma-informed juvenile jus-
tice and its importance and
participants were taught the six
pillars of the trauma-informed
approach: safety, trustworthi-
ness and transparency, peer
support, collaboration, empow-
erment and choice, and cultural,
historical and gender issues.

About seven of the fire depart-
ment’s staff attended the train-
ing. Wytheville Police Chief Rick
Arnold and other officers were
present, as well as members of
the faith community and others.
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Rural Retreat Town Officials renamed the road in front of the Rural Retreat Depot as Jerry Hurt Way. From left, Town Manager Jason Childers, Council
member Sean Viars, Phyllis Hurt, Mayor Tim Litz, Council members Michael Douglas, Peggy Hash and Jim Lloyd.


