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Sports
Check out our shots
of the action as
Marion’s JV team
took on Northwood’s
crew. See more on
page B1.

News
County and town
officials mark the
importance of
Constitution Week.
Read more about the
event on page A4.

Deaths
Sarah Rosenbaum Hackler
Bobby RF Harbuck
Ron E. Hurt
Timothy Ray Little
James Stephenson “Steve” Russell

Letterpress magic: The wonder of
bacon sizzlin’ as paint goes on. B4.
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BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

Allan Sumpter got off to a good
start with Smyth County’s lead-
ers.

He’s the new administrator
for the Virginia Department
of Transportation’s Abingdon
residency, which serves Smyth
County. Last week, he introduced
himself to the county’s board
of supervisors. While Sumpter
is new to the residency, he’s not
new to VDOT or transportation.
On the day of his visit, he was
marking his 31st anniversary in
the field and 25th with VDOT.

Sumpter, a Southwest Virginia
native, has previously served in
Lebanon, Charlottesville and
Wise.

The supervisors’ first ques-
tion to the new administrator
regarded the status of funding
for McMullin Bridge, which has
been closed since January 2014
and has limited the residents of
the Hall Addition neighborhood
to one access route in and out.

VDOT closed the bridge when
an inspection found “increased
deterioration in the superstruc-
ture.” VDOT inspectors deter-
mined that the Rt. 660 bridge
was fracture critical, which
means if one part of the bridge
fractures, the structure will fail.

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

Have you seen the giant twin-
propeller military aircraft at
Mountain Empire Airport in re-
cent years? The Bell Boeing V-22
Ospreys have become regular
visitors as the crews practice
over the region. And they have
been a boon to the survival of
the airport.

“Ospreys come in all the time,”
said Brian Burkett, airport man-
ager. “They come here for train-
ing and maneuvers.” Burkett
said the Marines bring in their
own people for maintenance on
the Ospreys but the airport me-
chanics are there to lend a hand.
And the crews purchase thou-
sands of gallons of jet fuel.

“They are big for us in the fuel
they use,” said Mike Edwards,
airport commission member.
“The airport needs to be self-
supporting and when the mili-
tary comes in and buys fuel
those fuel sales help support
the airport and allow us to offer
more services.”

The increased military use
helps the budget, said Burkett.
Expenses include utilities, taxes,
maintenance, payroll, projects,

and a courtesy car.
Fuel sales and hangar rentals

are sources of income for the
airport, which is operated by
the Smyth-Wythe Airport Com-
mission, a joint commission of
representatives from Smyth and
Wythe counties and the towns of
Wytheville and Marion.

Entities that use the airport
include county and state po-
lice, Wings Medical, corporate,
military, crop dusters, FBI, AEP,
pipeline patrol, federal and state
politicians visiting the area, lo-
cal use for cargo, insurance
companies for property damage
verification, and medical evacu-
ation as well as the annual Re-
mote Area Medical clinic.

The Osprey is an impressive
sight at Mountain Empire. With
a body over 53 feet long and
propeller blades about 38 feet
each, folding rotors and a rotat-
ing wing, the aircraft has great
maneuverability, flies up to 316
miles per hour, and has been
used by the Marines since 2000.
The Osprey has been used in
combat and rescue in the Mid-
dle East.

“My wife and I had the chance
to be at the airport when one
V-22 came in,” said Edwards. “It

Staff Reports

The 66th Chilhowie Commu-
nity Apple Festival arrives in
downtown Chilhowie Sept. 27-
29 with music and food, arts and
crafts, a grand parade featuring
bands that will be performing in
the high school band competi-
tion, a pet show, agriculture ex-
hibits, and much more.

“This year’s theme, ‘Moun-
tain Splendor,’ reflects not only

the splendor of the mountains
themselves, but also the splen-
dor of the mountain communi-
ties with their rich heritage of
diverse cultures that makes our
area so unique,” said Rebecca
Wilkinson-Smith and Vicki
Wilson, co-presidents of the
festival committee. “Just as the
mountains have withstood the
forces of nature and retained
their beauty, these communi-
ties have endured hardships

and loss yet remained steadfast
in their spirit of faith and hope.”

The grand parade begins on
Saturday, Sept. 28, at 10 a.m.
Honorary parade marshals are
the families of Will Walker and
Lucas Dowell.

Walker, 30, a high school agri-
culture teacher who was killed
in a farming accident in Sep-
tember 2018, and Dowell, 28, a
Virginia state trooper killed in
the line of duty this past Febru-

ary, grew up together as friends
and were beloved members of
their home community.

The parade route follows
Highway 11 north from near
Food City to the high school. At
approximately 9 a.m. on Sept.
28, Highway 11 will be closed
from the intersection with Ly-
ons Gap Road on the east side
of Chilhowie to the intersection
with Industrial Boulevard, on
the west side of Chilhowie for

the parade
Parade participants must be-

gin lining up at 8 a.m. Antique
cars are asked to line-up on
West Main Street beginning at
the western-most end closest to
Highway 11 rather than on West
Highway 11 as in previous years.

Floats will be judged before
the parade beginning promptly
at 9 a.m. Ribbons will be at-
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Fuel sales to the military are a big support for Mountain Empire Airport in Groseclose. V-22 Ospreys stop on a regular basis as the pilots train in this area.
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is an awesome sight. My wife
[Susan] got a chance to go on-
board the plane and her com-
ment was that one would not
want to fly any distance in that
plane. It is a basic airframe to
carry troops into and out of a
combat zone (no frills). The day
we were there we got to meet a
female pilot that Brian said was
the first female Navy pilot to fly
the V-22. She was awesome!”

“The Ospreys come into
Mountain Empire for training
flights around the area, which
some people get annoyed over,”
said Edwards, “but you have to
remember these Marines have
a duty to provide for our free-
dom, and training is utmost in
safety. They represent the sound
of freedom we all enjoy, and

See MILITARY, Page A6

Bridge
work
awaits
funds
New residency
administrator
serves Smyth Co.

See BRIDGE, Page A6

Chilhowie prepares for annual Apple Festival

See FESTIVAL, Page A6


