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Statewide test results are in
and Speedwell Elementary
School continues to post im-
pressive Standards of Learning
test results, charting perfect
pass rates in two subject areas.

Countywide, scores in science,

math and history improved and
county scores were well above
the average state scores.

Speedwell students had a 100
percent pass rate in history and
in science. In history, the pass
rate improved 9 percentage

points and in science it was up
5 percentage points. Speedwell
students also improved in math,
with a 92 percent pass rate, up
from 85 percent in the previ-
ous year. In reading, Speedwell’s
pass rate dropped from 90 per-

cent to 80 percent.
The county results largely fol-

lowed Speedwell, with history,
math and science improving
and a slight drop in overall read-
ing scores.

“Our schools and leaders have

all the available data, and are
planning this school year ac-
cordingly to monitor progress
and find any and all opportuni-
ties to exhibit continuous im-
provement. We are always proud
of our students and staff,” said
Wythe County Public Schools
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In recent business news, a popular res-
taurant will close by the end of the year
with plans to relocate, a Barren Springs
business is expanding and a local wom-
an is seeking funds for her invention.

Pizza Hut

Pizza Hut, 225 W. Lee Highway, will
close by the end of the year. A com-
pany spokesman confirmed the clos-
ing and said the restaurant will move,
but declined to share the new location
or whether the new location would be
a dine-in restaurant and cater to carry-
out/delivery orders.

Media outlets reported earlier this
month that the restaurant chain is clos-
ing hundreds of restaurants to focus on
carry-out and delivery services.

Pizza Hut has more than 16,000 lo-
cations is 100 countries and employs
more than 350,000 people, according
to its website. The restaurant chain was
founded in 1958 by brothers Dan and
Frank Carney, who borrowed $600 from
their parents to open a pizza restaurant
in Wichita, Kansas. They named it Pizza

Hut because their sign only had room for
eight letters.

New River Marine

New River Marine, 694 Gardner Road,
Barren Springs, is quadrupling in size.
Owner Chuck Neal is building a new
4,800-square foot shop and showroom.
The current shop is 1,200 square feet.

The new building is on the same Gard-
ner Road property. The business is a boat
dealership, where Neal also works on
and repairs motors. The new building
will house a showroom, office and shop.

“Everything will be under one roof,”
Neal said, a contractor is constructing
the building himself. He started con-
struction this spring and hopes to finish
up within a month.

He opened the business six years ago
when the housing crunch hit. He had
always worked on boats and motors off
and on. The dealership sells Misty Har-
bor Pontoons and Alumacraft aluminum
fishing boats.

The Sugar Cube

Wytheville resident Sheila Bedwell has
designed the Sugar Cube, a cake trans-

port device that allows bakers to safely
transport cakes. According to a press
release, she is working with Joba Design
Group in Blacksburg to take her inven-
tion to market.

Bedwell has set up a Kickstarter cam-
paign to help fund the project.

“This idea came after trying to deliver
a cake that had a center pole,” she said
on the Kickstarter page. “I found myself
using my son’s building blocks to make
it stable enough to transport. At that
point, I realized, there had to be an easier
way. That was when the Sugar Cube was
created. It has an outer box that folds flat
to store and an insert that makes it easy
to put cake in safely, transport your cake
and remove the with no risk of damage
to your beautiful designs.

She said the money will be used for
start-up costs, including a corporate at-
torney, design and marketing, manufac-
turing, inventory, trade shows and travel
expenses.

The Kickstarter page said that The Sug-
ar Cube is patent-pending. The product
in the Kickstarter video is a prototype;
the cube will be made of food-safe re-
usable materials. For information, visit
www.kickstarter,com and search for The
Sugar Cube.
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Several Wythe County School will be
under new leadership when the new
school year begins today. There are
10 administration/leadership chang-
es from last year, along with 22 new
teachers.

“We are very excited to start the 2019-
2020 school year,” said Wythe County
Public Schools Superintendent Scott
Jefferies. “We are proud to welcome
our new leaders and new teachers to
WCPS. They will contribute greatly to
the success of not only their assigned
schools, but the entire division.”

Here’s a look at the leadership chang-
es:

• Tammy Watson is the new princi-
pal at Fort Chiswell Middle School,
transferring from Jackson Memorial
Elementary School, where she served
as principal.

• Brandon Blankenship is the new as-
sistant principal at Fort Chiswell Mid-
dle School. Previously, he taught earth
science at George Wythe High School.

• Marie Coen is the principal at Jack-
son Memorial Elementary School, re-
placing Tammy Watson. Previously,
Coen was assistant principal at Fort
Chiswell Middle School.

• Jason Morris, who comes from Car-
roll County, will be the assistant princi-
pal at George Wythe High School.

• Brett Booher is the new principal at
Max Meadows Elementary School. He
previously served as the principal at
Fort Chiswell Middle School.

• Thad Umberger is the principal at
Rural Retreat Middle School. He moves
to the school after served as the assis-
tant principal at George Wythe High
School.

• Kim Kirtner is the principal at Scott
Memorial Middle School, moving up
after serving as assistant principal at
the school.

• Michael Souma is the new assistant
principal at Scott Memorial Middle
School, having previously taught in
Pulaski County.

• Summer Stone is the new princi-
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Wytheville’s Pizza Hut will close by the end of the new year. A company official said the restaurant will move to a new location, but did not say
where the new location will be.

PizzaHut closing doors
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See TESTING, Page A6
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