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For his career, Bailey Robert-
son always wanted to oversee a 
recreation program. He prepared 
for it by earning degrees directly 

linked to recreation, but then the 
Chilhowie native took a position 
with Smyth County’s 4-H pro-
gram.

From 2018 to 2020, Robertson 
served as the program assistant 
for the county’s 4-H Youth De-
velopment program. “Here,” 
he said, “I fell in love with the 
teaching aspect” of the work.

Still, when the opportunity 
to serve as community program 

coordinator for the Town of 
Wytheville came along, Robert-
son took it. The work meshed 
with his bachelor’s degree in 
Recreation, Parks, and Tourism 
and his master’s in Recreation 
Administration.

But, last fall, the chance 
to become Smyth’s 4-H Ex-
tension Agent opened up. In 
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A special agent with the Vir-
ginia State Police believes that 
factory-installed devices inside 
a getaway vehicle could help in-
vestigators identify the person 
responsible for a New Year’s Eve 
armed robbery of Goodman Jew-
elers in Chilhowie.

According to search warrant 
applications fi led in Smyth 
County Circuit Court, video 

footage of the parking during the 
robbery allowed investigators to 
pinpoint the Honda HRV’s global 
positioning coordinates for the 
duration of the crime. Later 
footage from a local pharmacy’s 
surveillance camera determined 
a second set of coordinates as the 
SUV traveled toward Interstate 
81 after the robbery. 

In search warrant affi  davits 
seeking access to records from 
Sirius XM Radio, AT&T and 
Hondalink, Special Agent T.D. 
Sykes wrote that newer model 
HRVs are typically equipped 
with such devices and services. 
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An offi  cer-promotion system 
is helping Chilhowie police fur-
ther develop career and leader-
ship skills.

Police Chief Andrew Moss im-
plemented the system when he 
took the helm of the department 
in 2021. Evidence of that strate-
gy’s eff ectiveness was on display 
at the town council’s February 
meeting when Moss recognized 
Austin Millsaps, who leveled up 
to master police offi  cer in Janu-
ary.

Moss explained that in small 
departments like his, opportuni-
ties for advancement are few and 
far between. He didn’t want his 
offi  cers to have to wait for those 

rare occasions when a lieutenant 
or sergeant left the department 
before they could advance in the 
fi eld. So Moss created the senior 
and master police offi  cer desig-
nations.

“It’s kind of a way to continue 
to expand your career devel-
opment and skillset and give 
opportunities for higher level 
training,” Moss said.

Offi  cers in good standing with 
the agency can advance to senior 
police offi  cer after two years with 
the department. At four years, 
with a degree or other advanced 
training, they’re then elevated 
to master police offi  cer. To be 
considered for the promotions, 
offi  cers must have no more than 
two preventable accidents or 
disciplinary actions within the 
past two years.

Such opportunities, Moss 
said, helps build morale and 

Department’s 
‘master’ plan 
bearing fruit
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Bailey Robertson led Smyth County 4-H’ers to Richmond in January for 4-H Day at the Capitol.

Coming full circle
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Of Smyth County’s veterans, 
at least 17.5% of them live on in-
comes that fall below the poverty 
line.

One eff ort to help those veter-
ans got a push forward Monday 
evening.

Charlie Harrington, Marion 
Redevelopment & Housing Au-
thority’s executive director, told 
the Marion Town Council that 
offi  cials don’t know how many 
veterans may be falling through 

the cracks and are living with 
family or friends to make ends 
meet. “It’s a rare week,” he said, 
“that I don’t have a veteran in 
need of housing who can’t get 
help.”

The U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Aff airs projects that of the 
county’s 2,161 veterans, another 
379 live on incomes right at the 
poverty line.

For some time, Harrington 
has been working on the idea 
of creating a veterans’ housing 
complex. Monday, he said, the 

authority expects to fi nalize an 
option to buy 10 acres of land 
near Callan Drive and Prater 
Lane, where it hopes to build 
Victory Circle, “a community of 
24 one- and two-bedroom units 
that are designed to provide for 
the needs of our veterans.” The 
project would be fully handi-
capped accessible.

Harrington envisions a trib-
ute monument on the site with a 
U.S. fl ag surrounded by symbols 

Veterans housing plans progress
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to solve robbery
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Department forges 
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Police seek Sirius, other 

records in Chilhowie 

armed robbery
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