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After more than three de-
cades of welcoming wee
ones into the world, Dr.
Tommy Kilgore has stopped
delivering babies. His last
delivery was a baby girl born
on July 10. He is not retiring;
his gynecology practice will
remain open.

With the birth of 7-pound,
4-ounce Bailey Rae Smith,
Kilgore has delivered more
than 8,000 babies in Wy-
theville, which is about the
same number as the town’s
population. His patients hail
from Wythe and Bland coun-
ties and beyond – even as far
as Alaska.

“I had started delivering
the babies of babies I had
delivered,” he said.

Kilgore has practiced in
Wytheville for his entire ca-
reer, coming to town after
his residency. He arrived on
July 4, 1986, joining Feliciano
Jusay in his OBGYN practice.
Several years later, Kilgore
opened his own practice.

A native of Wise County,
Kilgore graduated from
Clinch Valley College before
attending medical school at
the University of Virginia. His
residencies were at Roanoke
Memorial Hospital and the
University of Virginia Hospi-
tal. Initially, his office was at
Wythe County Community
Hospital.

About eight years ago, he
moved his practice to its cur-
rent location on West Lee
Highway, where patients are
greeted into an airy office
with a vaulted wood ceiling,
exposed beams and traver-
tine floors. His office, Forest
Physicians for Women, is on
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The annual Ceres Ruritan Car Show was held Saturday at the Bland County fairgrounds. A couple of Wytheville cars took home top prizes.

Annual car show sets entry record
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This year was the Ceres Ruritan Car Show’s 28th year.
Car enthusiasts like the show because it is held on the grass instead and there’s always delicious homemade food.
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The second Saturday of July
means one thing to local car en-
thusiasts: the Ceres Ruritan Car
Show at the Bland County Fair-
grounds. This year, the show cel-
ebrated its 28th year.

The show attracts all makes,
models and years of cars, stretch-
ing back decades. This year, the
event attracted a record number
of cars – 94.

“The weather was great, and
this made the turnout great,” said
organizer Lorin Hanshew. “We
would like to thank all the busi-
nesses that sponsored classes
and door prizes.”

The show had 46 classes of ve-
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Dominion Energy will host an
open house Thursday from 4:30
to 7:30 p.m. at Bland County
High School to discuss its plans
for a hydroelectric storage facil-
ity in Tazewell County, which
could pull water from Wolf Creek
and bring in revenue for Bland
County.

The company recently an-
nounced that it had narrowed its
site selection for the proposed
facility to a site in neighboring
Tazewell County, with the po-
tential of drawing water for the
facility from sources in Bland
County.

This is exciting news for the re-
gion and for Bland County, both
of which are in need of econom-

ic growth and increased em-
ployment opportunities, Bland
County Administrator Eric
Workman said in a press release.

According to the fact sheet
produced by Dominion Energy,
if this project moves forward,
the 10-year development and
construction window could
bring more than 2,000 jobs to
Southwest Virginia.

Thanks to a revenue-sharing
agreement between munici-
palities in the Virginia coalfields,
much of region would benefit
from Tazewell’s plant. Under
a deal approved by legislators,
Tazewell County, as the host
county, would receive 22 per-
cent of the tax revenue. Wise
County would receive 16 percent
of the tax revenue. Buchanan,

Lee, Russell and Scott counties
would each receive 12 percent.
Dickenson County would take
10 percent, and the city of Nor-
ton would get 4 percent.

In addition to receiving the
largest share of the tax funds,
Tazewell County would stand
to see $320 million in total eco-
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The car
show wel-
comes 46
classes of
cars and
t r u c k s ,
st re tc h -
ing back
to the
e a r l y
1900s.

Dominion Energy plans subject of open house
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