
BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Bland County honored two Citizens of the Year this past
weekend during the 2019 Festival of Leaves. Festival Honors
Committee Chairman Tim Havens said honorees Brenda Ha-
vens and Wade Hall make the county a better place to live be-
cause of their dedication to the community.

“In their own unique and gifted ways, they are allowing their
lights to shine brightly in our hometown,” Havens said in an-
nouncing the honors Sunday. “Indeed, their lives are examples
to follow for future generations.”

Tim Havens said the person who nominated Brenda Havens
called her one of the most caring, hard-working individuals
she has ever known.

“Other adjectives that family members and friends use to de-
scribe this person: humble, loyal, dedicated, compassionate,

From staff reports

A Bastian man who used his
muscle car to briefly elude a
police dragnet last year surren-
dered the vehicle and his free-
dom on Oct. 1 when he pleaded
guilty to five felonies stemming
from the escape and the discov-
ery of drugs in his residence.

David Todd
Ray, 60, was
s e n t e n c e d
to serve two
years in jail as
part of a plea
a g r e e m e n t
with the com-
monwealth on
convictions for
drug distribu-
tion, eluding
police, assaulting a police officer
(two counts) and selling drugs
near a school.

In a separate civil case, Ray
also forfeited his 2011 Chevrolet
Camaro and 2006 Suzuki 700 to
the Bland County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. In addition, he relinquished
more than $150,000 in cash to
the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services.

Police seized the property
last summer while executing a
search warrant at his trailer near
the Bastian Union Church recre-
ation field. They went there after
getting a tip that Ray had meth-
amphetamine and large sums of
cash inside.

According to police and court
records, officers waited for Ray
to return to his residence and
surrounded his car at gunpoint.

After backing toward the offi-
cers, Ray spun sideways and hit
a parked boat and utility trailer
before fleeing through a field
owned by the church.

Police chased him but lost him
– although the sheriff later locat-
ed his abandoned car nearby

A few days later, deputies ar-
rested a disheveled and hungry
Ray on Kimberling Road. He told
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Although most
of the trees are

still green, a few
(like this vibrant

maple near the
Bland County
Courthouse)

are starting to
show their fall

colors. It was
photographed

on Saturday
at the start

of the Bland
County Festival

of Leaves. (At
right) Bland
County High
School band

members India
Robertson, Hai-
ley Tyeryar and

Ben Woodring
help kick off the
celebration with
a little marching
music. For more

photos of the
annual event,

see today’s B1.
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Bland County’s 2019 Citizens of the Year, Brenda Havens and Wade Hall.
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