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State play
Marion Little
League’s softball
squad on the way
to Coeburn for
first round state
action. See Page
B1.

Medical center marks 40
years. See Page A2

Deaths
Thomas J. Cox
Lettie Mint Shuler Sheets
Mary Ellen Cress Ward
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BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

Lisa Richardson acknowledges
that she has a great deal to learn.
Yet, simultaneously, the Thomas
Bridge area resident believes she
has much to give Smyth County.

During recent county govern-
ment meetings, the range of
what she has to give has been
on display as she’s been equal-
ly comfortable talking about
a road project and employee

health benefits.
Her familiarity with many of

the topics suggests the new as-
sistant county administrator’s
depth of experience with the
government she’s serving is far
greater than her three months in
that post.

Indeed, Richardson possesses
a diverse understanding of the
county government and the
agencies and people that make
it up.

Richardson joined the county

staff in 2004 as a clerk in the
water department, where she
learned about everything from
water lines to the county’s op-
erating structure. However, she
said, her favorite aspect of that
job was “the daily interaction
with people,” primarily the wa-
ter department’s customers.

After several years there,
Richardson accepted a posi-
tion working with the county’s

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

School Board members are hoping
to use a $135,000 windfall to help pay
employee health insurance premi-
ums.

The funds, above the $48 million
budget for the year, come from ad-
ditional state sales taxes, additional
at-risk funding and forestry reserve
funds earmarked for use on roads
and schools in counties where Na-
tional Forests are located.

Superintendent Dr. Dennis Carter
said the board sent a request to su-
pervisors seeking to use the funds
toward insurance premiums for em-
ployees enrolled in family and spouse
plans. The employee plus 1 plan in-
cludes 51 in the school system. Forty-
four are enrolled in employee family
plans.

Carter said supervisors have been
receptive to the request and expect to
discuss the matter at the board’s Au-
gust meeting.

“For the first time in recent history,
we exceeded our revenue projec-
tions,” said Carter in a report to the
supervisors.

Carter’s report noted that the oper-
ational revenue exceeded the budget
by $135,849.82.

The School Board is also asking to
use $54,066.74 in carry-over funds
not used in the 2018-19 budget.
The board asked supervisors to ap-

A
n exhibit at the Museum of the Middle Appalachians in Saltville

showcases the award-winning work of Council native Zed Ball.

Ball died in his hand-built home in Rosedale in 2014. His one-of-

a-kind pieces are carved and painted

on driftwood, fallen tree branches

or common architectural elements.

The subjects and colors capture the

pride and spirit of western and Na-

tive American culture with a touch of

the sea. The youngest of 10 children,

Ball knew hardship growing up and

learned to use his imagination for en-

tertainment. The older siblings would

make toys for the younger ones often

carving them out of wood. His art has

been shared across the country and in

Europe. Some of his favorite subjects

were Native Americans. Mountain

men were also favorite subjects, and

he considered himself a kind of a

modern day “artistic” mountain man:

painting and carving all winter, then traveling to the big city to sell his art-

work come spring. See the exhibit through Labor Day. Items are for sale

by contacting the family at 276-639-9728.
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Richardson fills assistant administrator role
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Lisa
Richardson

assumed
the post

of Smyth
County’s
assistant

county ad-
ministrator
this spring.

MUSEUM PIECESSchools
plan use
for extra
funds
Board looks to help
employees pay health
insurance premiums

See SCHOOLS, Page A3

See ROLE, Page A3

Festival
Hungry
Mother ready
for another
packed park
as festival
time nears.
See Pages
B3-4.


