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WHAT’S INSIDE?

BOS meets to discuss
financial condition
Tazewell County finished
the fiscal year with a little
less than $3 million in its
general fund. Treasurer
David Larimer presented the
settlement of the county’s
financial condition at the
Sept. 3 meeting.
Read more on Page A6.
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G-Men take control
over Tazewell, pull out
45-0 win
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Forrest continues to
set records for Rich-
lands with his right leg
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Union dominates 4th
quarter in victory over
Richlands
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Crab Orchard
set to open
corn maze,

pumpkin patch

CART season to begin
on Sept. 26 with Classic

Country show
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TAZEWELL, Va. — Wi-Fi hot
spots and economic develop-
ment projects are coming to
towns in the Cumberland Pla-
teau Planning District.

Grants that were announced
last week are the first from the
proceeds of the sale of OptiNet
to Sunset. The Cumberland Pla-
teau Planning District is admin-
istering the grants through the
Cumberland Plateau Regional
Opportunity Program, or CProp.

The funds for CProp came
from the 2018 sale of 50 percent
of the CPC OptiNet system and
BVU OptiNet to Sunset Commu-
nications, now Point Broadband.
Cumberland Plateau received
$3 million dollars from the sale
and will receive a percentage of
gross revenues from the broad-
band network on an annual ba-
sis based on the continued 50
percent ownership of the broad-
band system.

The commission announced
the first round of grants from the
Cumberland Plateau Regional
Opportunity Program last week.
Tazewell County had three eco-
nomic development projects
funded and three of its towns
will get Wi-Fi hot spots.

Richlands received $123,417 to
develop a community center on
Front Street near the post office.

“The community develop-
ment center will increase inter-
action with our local businesses
and enhance economic devel-
opment efforts,” Mayor Paul
Crawford said. “As part of the
community development cen-
ter we will have an area for local
events including a permanent
stage with movie screen/sound
system, kids play area, informa-
tion center, timeline of the his-
tory of our town and permanent
spots for mobile food vendors.
The community development
center will be the heart of Rich-
lands, a gathering place to create
a stronger sense of community.”

Crawford said the project will
make a huge difference for the
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BIG STONE GAP, Va. — Cases of
black lung, an incurable disease
long associated with coal mining,
are at their highest levels in 25
years and on Friday experts came
together to address the epidemic.

As many as 1 in 5 central Ap-
palachian coal miners who have
worked in mines for at least 25
years suffer from black lung dis-
ease, according to research pub-
lished last year in the American
Journal of Public Health. This was
the highest recorded level of the
incurable respiratory disease in 25
years.

Miners, researchers, physicians,
regulators and lawyers convened
at Mountain Empire Community
College in Big Stone Gap on Fri-

day for a summit focused on the
black lung epidemic. The event
— organized by U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner’s office, Stone Mountain
Health Services and the college —
drew several dozen attendees for
a series of panels, question and
answer sessions and a keynote
presentation from retired NPR
journalist Howard Berkes.

“The thing that keeps me up at
night is that we’ve got an awful lot
of miners that are sick and I don’t
think we really know why,” said
Emily Sarver, an associate profes-
sor of mining engineering at Vir-
ginia Tech who studies respirable
coal mine dust.

Breathing in toxic mine dust
is linked with the disease, which
has a medical name of coal work-
ers’ pneumoconiosis. Progressive

Massive Fibrosis, called PMF, is
the most severe form of black lung
and also has a pronounced pres-
ence in the region — in 2018, re-
searchers with the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and
Health uncovered a historically
large cluster of 416 PMF cases at
three clinics in Southwest Virgin-
ia.

Some of the theories about
what could be contributing to
the epidemic include an industry
shift toward mining thinner coal
seams, which involves cutting
more rock to access coal, and the
resulting exposure to silica dust,
which is also dangerous to human
health.

“The largest cluster of compli-
cated black lung cases have been
found in central Appalachia,”

Warner, a Democrat who repre-
sents Virginia in the U.S. Senate,
told attendees in a pre-recorded
video shown at the start of the
summit. “Even in 2019, we are
seeing so many young miners,
folks in their late 30s and early
40s, being diagnosed with com-
plicated black lung. This just isn’t
right.”

Warner said more needs to be
done at the federal level to protect
miners’ health care and pension
benefits. He cited a part of the Af-
fordable Care Act, called the Byrd
Amendment, as a step in the right
direction. This provision made it
easier for miners who worked for
at least 15 years in underground
mines to claim federal black lung
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COEBURN, Va. — Following
its second year of doubling the
economic impact in the region
Spearhead Trails will open
a new trail next month. The
Jawbone Trail, an 80-mile ride
for dirt bikes, ATV’s, UTV’s,
dirt bikes and street legal four
wheel drives will open in the
Richlands area in October.

The trail will go to White-
wood and connect with the
Coal Canyon Trail at Jewell
Valley. Southwest Regional
Recreation Authority and

Spearhead Trails Executive Di-
rector Shawn Lindsey present-
ed the agency’s annual legisla-
tive report earlier this year.
The authority serves Tazewell,
Buchanan, Russell, Dicken-
son, Wise, Scott, Lee Counties
and the city of Norton.

In addition to the new trail,
Lindsey said the Original
Pocahontas trail in Tazewell
County now has over 90 miles
open to riders. He said they
will add 30 miles to that sys-
tem next year and expand
other trails as well.

The agency has over 550

miles of trail in the seven
counties it serves and will add
miles to them as well as open-
ing new trails in the coming
year. They have five motorized
trails and one non motorized
trail. They also opened an out-
door archery range and have
plans to add other shooting
sports. They will also construct
a new bike trail in Dante. The
Shott Foundation awarded the
agency $415,000 to expand the
Original Pocahontas Trail.

“The opening of that trail has

Warner, officials discuss black lung epidemic in SWVa.
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Spearhead celebrates success,
readies for new trail opening

KIDS FISHING DAY
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A
BOVE: Offcier

Blake Robinson

watches as Brooks

Robinson tries his luck

during kids fishing day.

RIGHT: Parents and

children chow down

after a full day of fishing

during kids fish day in

Tazewell.


