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After having been a part of the
Floyd business community for
more than 30 years, Rite Print
Shoppe & Supplies will officially
close on Jan. 31.

Owner Jean Wright said a
number of factors contributed
to the decision, including the
COVID-19 pandemic, her com-

promised immune system and a
slow year of business.

“After all this time, I’m finally
retiring,” she said. “I will miss
my customers, and after doing
something for so long, I guess
I’ll miss (the printing business)
too.”

Wright added that she’s had
several “loyal, long-term cus-
tomers” and some that have
just discovered her during the

last few months. She said that
making the decision to officially
close the shop came at about the
same time that she contracted a
mild case of the COVID-19 virus.
While she has mostly recovered
with just a couple of lingering
symptoms, Wright said that she
knew it was time for the busi-
ness to close.

Wright’s daughter Teresa has
been a part of the business since

the beginning, she said, noting
that the job “gave me confidence
in myself and get over most of
my shyness.”

Teresa handled a large amount
of document layout and said she
will miss working with her mom
and the customers.

“I loved the job,” she said.
With children, grandchildren

and great-grandchildren, Wright
said, “I won’t have any trouble

finding things to do” during her
retirement. “It’s been a pleasure
to be my own boss and get to
know so much of the commu-
nity,” she added.

Rite Printing Shoppe & Sup-
plies is open until Jan. 31 to sell
the remainder of its products,
according to Teresa. It is located
at 126 N. Locust St. in Floyd, and
community members can call
(540) 745-3616 for information.

Rite Print Shoppe & Supplies shuttering Jan. 31

Staff Report

Floyd deputies arrested 55-year-
old Lonnie Edward Price in connec-
tion with a pair of Jan. 5 break-ins
at Finn Graphics and the June Bug
Center.

According to a Jan. 12 Sheriff’s Of-
fice release, law enforcement “recov-
ered evidence linking Price to Finn
Graphics and the June Bug Center.”

A police report from Finn Graphics
indicates that money and clothing
were taken. Deputies also respond-
ed to a call around 1:25 p.m. on Jan.
5 regarding an “unknown male hid-
ing in the bleachers” at the center.

The male in question ran before
police arrived and was taken into
custody “after a brief standoff” at
2:16 p.m. The Sheriff’s Office said he
was found in a barn on nearby prop-
erty.

Price is being held without bail at
the New River Valley Regional Jail.
He faces two counts of entering a
building with intent to commit lar-
ceny or other felony. The investiga-
tion is ongoing and may result in ad-
ditional charges.

Broken windows probed

The Sheriff’s Office announced
Jan. 12 that it is seeking the public’s
help in getting information con-
cerning a string of vandalism that
occurred in the county between
Dec. 23 and Dec. 28, 2020.

The Sheriff’s Office said it received
five reports of broken windows

Arrest made
in break-ins;
Police seek
public’s help
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Two weeks into the New Year,
the confirmed number of CO-
VID-19 hospitalizations are
steadily rising while the vaccine
to combat the virus has been
administered to health care pro-
viders and began being admin-
istered to essential workers on
Jan. 11.

During a press conference
on Jan. 6, Gov. Ralph Northam
said that “cases are higher than
ever before,” and he noted that
to quell the virus “our country
needs your help.”

“Getting Virginians vaccinated
against COVID-19 is the best
way to end this pandemic, re-

build our economy and move
our Commonwealth forward,”
said Northam. “By setting clear
goals and appointing T.K. Avula
to spearhead our vaccination
program, we will have a clear
vision of how this effort — the
largest public vaccination cam-
paign in modern history — is

progressing. I plan to get vacci-
nated when my turn comes, and
I encourage Virginians to do the
same.”

T.K. Avula is the director of
the Richmond City and Henrico
County health departments,
who was named by Northam to
coordinate work between state

officials, local health depart-
ments, hospitals and private
providers.

According to the governor’s of-
fice, about 500,000 health care
personnel and those in long-
term care facilities were vacci-
nated under Phase 1a.

When announcing the start of
vaccinating Phase 1b individu-
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The Public Health School Liaison for
the New River Valley Regional Commis-
sion congratulated Floyd County’s public
schools for steps it has taken to curb CO-
VID-19 among students during the pan-
demic and said incoming inoculations of
the vaccine should help bring the educa-
tional system “back closer to normal.”

Holly Lesko said the county’s schools
provide more than needed room for stu-
dents to remain safe via social distancing
and said the vaccine is on track to start im-
munizing students in the coming months.

“What are monitoring continues to look
good,” she said.

Lesko spoked to the county School Board
Monday evening via a Zoom video hookup
but sound was heard from superinten-
dent John Wheeler’s smartphone while the
video appeared on the large screen in the
board’s meeting room.

In questions from board members, one
wanted to know why Floyd County’s low
number of infections, hospitalizations and
deaths did not allow the local school to
reopen more fully. Lesko said the number
reflected rates controlled by factors like
populations and that must be considered
by such factors.

The schools, she said, are going a good
job of protecting students but other factors
in the county, like not using masks or so-
cial distancing outside the schools caused
spikes and concerns.

Floyd County’s COVID-19 infections has
risen by 5-10 cases in several daily reports
in recent weeks with some spiking to 13
and 15. Monday’s report showed seven
new cases 581 total since the pandemic
began in March of last year.

She also said spikes from those who trav-
eled to spend the Christmas holidays with
family and/or friends are coming in and

Health district moves on to Phase 1b
Regional COVID hospitalizations on the rise
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Parker Pattishal receives her new laptop from Jessica Cromer after winning a regional computer competition.

Schools look toward ‘normal’ future
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