
From staff reports

Preliminary hearings have
been set for a Wythe County man
and a Bland County woman who
are facing a felony drug charge
following an Oct. 10 traffic stop
on Interstate 77.

William A. Jackson Jr., 43, of
Wytheville and Renee L. Hudson,
31, of Bland were arrested after
Sheriff Jason Ramsey said he
stopped Jackson who was driv-
ing southbound at 85 miles per
hour in a 70-mph zone.

In a criminal complaint,
Ramsey said Jackson told him
he was driving fast to get his girl-
friend to the hospital.

After getting permission from
Hudson, who owned the 1994
Ford Ranger, Ramsey searched
the truck and found a blue straw
with residue that field tested
positive for methamphetamine.

“On the passenger side was
pink box which had a white
crystal powder substance in
it,” Ramsey wrote. “It also field
tested positive for methamphet-
amine.”

Ramsey also charged Jackson
with reckless driving, driving on
a revoked or suspended license,
having an illegal inspection tick-
et and expired registration.

Disabled for 11 years, Jackson
has a criminal record that in-
cludes charges of filing a false
police report, concealment,
manufacturing/etc. drugs, drug
possession and obstruction, ac-
cording to court documents.

Arraigned on Oct. 16 and giv-
en a court-appointed attorney,
Jackson is free on a $2,500 bond
while awaiting his Feb. 5, 2020,
preliminary hearing in Bland
County General District Court.

Also given a court-appointed
attorney on the new charge,
Hudson is awaiting trial on
March 13 misdemeanor charges
of drug possession, possession
of paraphernalia and marijuana
possession.

She’s also free on bond.
Bland County woman charged

with misdemeanor

Name: Harold Thomas
(“Tom”) Blankenship,
Jr.

Age: 75
Education: Electrical

Engineering, Mechani-
cal Engineering, Masters
Business Administra-
tion, Doctorate in Busi-
ness Administration-
ABO, Registered Professional Engineer
State of Virginia Lie. #2688, Licensed
Locomotive Engineer (Yard, road, freight
and passenger train certified), American
Welding Society Certified Welding Super-
visor Lie.# 0710001S

Discuss your qualifications to serve
on the board of supervisors. I was the
Captain of the Bland High School State
Champion “Rockets” Basketball Team in
1962. This position required both leader-
ship and teamwork, something that has
allowed me to mature in additional super-
visory roles. During the VietNam War I
rose from a PVT-E1 to SGT-E5 and earned
a direct commission as a 2”d. Lieuten-
ant in the US Army. Work assignments
at Norfolk Southern required me to be a
supervisor in eleven roles over a 14 state
network. I have also been active in super-
visory roles at various United Methodist
Church Administrative Boards, a lifetime
member of Virginia Parent Teacher Stu-
dents Association, and President of Cave
Spring PTSA. Currently an AWS Welding
Supervisor.

How do you view the role of a supervi-
sor? Business Journals and literature will
give different versions, i.e., Webster ‘s New
Collegiate Dictionary, © 1973 states page
1162, “one that supervises; an adminis-
trative officer in charge of a business, gov-
ernment, or school unit or operation.”
My years of experience as a supervisor are
that a supervisor’s role is basically “one
who gets work done through others.”
This requires developing a “can do” at-
titude, be a good listener, elicit feedback,
and “talk to people.” OODA loops also
come into play, Orient, Observe, Decide,
and Act.

What issues are important to people in
your district?

Projected higher real estate taxes due
December 5, 2020.Cannery open/close is-
sues, Pot holes on Byrnes Chapel Road,
Attitude of incumbent supervisor-prom-
ising much delivering little, Continu-
ing decline in fixed plant of school sys-
tem, Cross busing of students, Drugs in
schools, Lack of pursuing a “future so-
lution” to the school crisis, Degradation
ofthe two community centers, School
security/lockdown-shelter in place pro-
tocols, funding of Sheriff’s office and first
responders.

What issues are important to Bland
County as a whole? Loss of WolfCreek
watershed due to installation ofDomin-
ion Energy WolfCreek Hydro Project,
(See Dominion Energy letter dated Sep-
tember 6, 2017, to Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission from DE VP-General
Counsel Mark D. Mitchell) Growing
amount of roadside junk and trash, Lack
of good cell service, Lack of good inter-
net service, Lack of care property owners
have for their property, No future plan for
attracting businesses, Lack of enforce-
ment of ordinances (delinquent taxes),
Electrical service disruptions and slow
response by AEP to restore power, School
security/lockdown-shelter in place pro-
tocols, Proliferation of drugs, meth-am-
phetamine usage out of control, Rescue
squad and fire department response time

Name: Orville Duane
DeHart

Age: 48
Education: High

School with some col-
lege classes

Last job held: Gen-
eral foreman with an
electrical contractor

Discuss your qualifications to serve
on the board of supervisors. How do you
view the role of a supervisor, The role of a
supervisor is to work for the best solutions
to current issues facing Bland county resi-
dents. The experience that I have working
with people from all different walks of life
will help to guarantee the best solutions
available.

What issues are important to people in
your district? The issues facing our resi-
dents are repairs to the roads including
the secondary roads, repairs or building
a new school, the lack of basic necessary
utilities such as the phone service which
is unreliable in a lot of areas. There is also
a lack of the basic Internet service in the
majority of the county.

What issues are important to Bland
County as a whole? One of the items that
is currently an issue is the school build-
ings being aged and unsuitable for learn-
ing. Also the lack of economic stability,
there are many of the younger generation
who are having to leave this area in order
to find a good economic position to be
able to support a family.

What issues are on the horizon that
Bland County needs to get in front of? We
need to look toward the future by encour-
aging businesses to relocate to this county.
This would encourage the younger gener-
ation to stay in this area

What is Bland County doing right? They
are trying to continue to move forward in
today’s world.

In what areas can Bland County im-
prove? There is always room for improve-
ment for any and all areas. Better adver-
tisement, better research for companies to
relocate

What industries/businesses would you
like to see recruited to this area? I do not
have a preference for the type of busi-
ness. I would like to see a business that is
as invested in our county as the residents
that want to stay here. Environmentally,
economically, and in with the same values
as the residents in Bland county.

What changes to the county taxes, land
use, education, etc. would be required to
better recruit businesses and industries
to the county? At this time I would need
to gather more information before I can
make any suggestions to this matter.

How can Bland better use its natural
resources and existing trails to capture
more tourist money? Bland county has
some of the most beautiful natural trails
however, when we do not offer many ac-
commodations that would enable tourists
to stay in the area. We have a few places
that offer accommodations, however in
order to capitalize on the tourists econo-
my we as a county need to be able to offer
more accommodations and restaurants.

How can the county promote more en-
trepreneurship? More incentives, more
advertising to draw in small businesses.

Would you be willing to raise taxes for
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Name: Randy Johnson
Age:
Education:
Last job held:

Discuss your qualifi-
cations to serve on the
board of supervisors.
How do you view the
role of a supervisor. It
has been my honor to serve the Mechan-
icsburg/Hollybrook District for the past
eight years. I have served as chairman for
2 ½ years and vice chairman for 1 ½ years.
Some of the boards I have served on in-
clude New River Valley Criminal Justice
Board, New River Valley Regional Jail Au-
thority, Virginia First Regional Industrial
Facility Authority, and Bland County Fair
Director. Presently, I am the Board of Su-
pervisor’s representative for Bland County
Planning Commission, Member of the
Bland County Service Authority, and have
served on the County Parks and Recre-
ational Committee for the past twenty-two
years. Regional boards that I serve on in-
clude District III Governmental Coopera-
tive and the Joint Public Service Authority.

One of the qualifications for elected of-
ficials should be community involvement.
I am a member and trustee of Wesendonck
Methodist Church and the Mechanicsburg
Methodist Men’s Group. Our group has
completed several projects in our commu-
nity to assist elderly and disabled people.
Projects have included building ramps,
decks, sidewalks, and supplying firewood.
I have volunteered for over thirty years
with Bland County 4-H and was tapped as
an All Star in 2006. Elected officials should
support county events and be approach-
able for concerns.

The role of a supervisor involves becom-
ing a voice for the citizens of your district.
Supervisors should be able to listen to the
viewpoints of other board members while
making decisions for the entire county.
Sometimes decisions are made that are
not going to please everyone. A supervisor
should be able to work with county staff
and state officials. The role of supervisors
is not a once a month meeting. I attend at
least five additional meetings each month.

One of the other aspects for a supervi-
sor is working with the county budget and
state funding. It is part of my role to ensure
the citizens of the county that we are being
good stewards of the revenue and main-
tain a balanced budget.

What issues are important to people in
your district? Two issues voiced by citi-
zens in my district are limited cell phone
service and high-speed internet. We were
fortunate to receive grant funding for the
Hollybrook Broadband Project that has
helped gain internet to 158 homes with
more connections on the forefront. Cell
phone service is also desperately need-
ed. Personally, I do not have cell phone
service at my residence. Other concerns
from citizens are road improvements and
roadside trash. There have been seven
roads repaved in District 3 during the past
twelve months. Roadside trash is an eye
sore for our beautiful county. Fortunately,
there are several groups in the county that
adopt-a-highway as a service project.

One of the things people in my district
do not need is for someone to explain how
to mark their ballot at the poll. Our vot-
ers have more intelligence than one of the
candidates thinks.

What issues are important to Bland
County as a whole? As most localities,
Bland County needs to continue to foster
a stronger local economy. This will not
only provide more employment opportu-
nities, but also strengthen the county tax
base. With a small population and limited
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